
   

 

AUGUST 9, 2026 
THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

HYMN SING SUNDAY 
9:30 AM SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

In various seasons, we find ourselves disoriented in life. The Psalms remind us of the Lord’s restoration for us. We see these 
promises echoed through the Gospel text as Jesus stretches out his hand to save the disciples when they are far offshore and 
against the wind. We are assured of God’s saving grace through the faithful tradition of our hymnody.  We seek God’s peace 
like the writer Albert Tindley, who in his hymn “When the Storms of Life are Raging, Stand by Me” writes, “When the 
world is tossing me like a ship upon the sea, Thou who rules the wind and water, stand by me.” 
 

GATHERING 
 

The congregation is invited to join in the Bold responses. 
 

Prelude                            “When Peace like a River” (“It Is Well with My Soul”)          
   Tune by Philip P. Bliss 

Setting for organ by Craig Phillips 
 

The congregation stands as the cross is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

Gathering Song 
                            “All Hail the Power of  Jesus’ Name” ELW 634 Stanzas 1, 2, 4, 5 & 6    

CORONATION 
Text: Edward Perronet, 1726-1792. Sts. 1-4; J. Rippon, A Selection of  Hymsn,1787, sts. 5-6.; Music: Oliver Holden, 1765-1844 

 

 1. All hail the pow’r of  Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall; 
  bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of  all. 
  Bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of  all. 
 

 2. O seed of  Israel’s chosen race now ransomed from the fall, 
  hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of  all. 
  Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of  all. 
 

 4. Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget the wormwood and the gall, 
  go spread your trophies at his feet and crown him Lord of  all. 
  Go spread your trophies at his feet and crown him Lord of  all. 
 

 5. Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe on this terrestrial ball, 
  to him all majesty ascribe and crown him Lord of  all. 
  To him all majesty ascribe and crown him Lord of  all. 
 

 6. Oh, that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall! 
  We’ll join the everlasting song and crown him Lord of  all. 
  We’ll join the everlasting song and crown him Lord of  all. 
 

Please be seated. 

ST. MARK’S  
LUTHERAN CHURCH  
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Welcome                                                                                                          Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of  the cross, the sign that is  
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

The congregation may kneel or sit for the Confession. Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

Compassionate God,  
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace, 
In Christ’s name we pray. 
Amen.  
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary  
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of  God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
Amen.  
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ , the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Please stand as able. 
 

Kyrie                         “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” ELW 608 Stanza one                    THOMPSON 
Text & Music: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1919 
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Prayer of the Day                                                    
Let us pray. God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your 
people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of  your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Family Ministry Moment                   Pastor Alexandra Rode 
 

Song                              “How Firm a Foundation” ELW 796 Stanzas 1 & 2                     FOUNDATION 
Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of  Hymns, 1787. Alt.; Music: Early American 

 

 1. How firm a foundation, O saints of  the Lord,  
  is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 
  What more can he say than to you he has said 
  who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
 

 2. “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed,  
  for I am your God and will still give you aid; 
  I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
  upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.” 
 

WORD 
 

Reading  Psalm 85:8-13                                                         Charles Lakeman, lector 
We read Psalm 85 responsively. 
 

8 Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 
    for he will speak peace to his people, 
    to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
 

9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 
    that his glory may dwell in our land.  
 

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 
    righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 
 

11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 
    and righteousness will look down from the sky. 
 

12 The LORD will give what is good, 
    and our land will yield its increase. 
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13 Righteousness will go before him 
    and will make a path for his steps. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as able. 
 

Gospel Acclamation             “Be Thou My Vision” ELW 793 Stanza one                                     SLANE 
Text Irish, 8th cen.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931; Music: Irish traditional 

 

 1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of  my heart;  
  naught be all else to me save that thou art; 
  thou my best thought both by day and by night, 
  waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
The Holy Gospel Matthew 14:22-33 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
22 Immediately he made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed 
the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When 
evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the 
land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 
26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they 
cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, 
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when 
he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, 
“Truly you are the Son of God.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 
 

Sermon                                             “He Reached Out His Hand”                            Pastor Alexandra Rode 
 

Please stand as able.  
 
Song                            “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” ELW 756 Stanzas 1-4                            MELITA 

Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.; Music: John B. Dykes, 1823-1876 

 1. Eternal Father, strong to save, whose arm has bound the restless wave, 
  who bade the mighty ocean deep its own appointed limits keep: 
  oh, hear us when we cry to thee for those in peril on the sea. 
 

 2. O Savior, whose almighty word the winds and waves submissive heard, 
  who walked upon the foaming deep, and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 
  oh, hear us when we cry to thee for those in peril on the sea. 
 

 3. O Holy Spirit, who didst brood upon the chaos dark and rude, 
  and bid its angry tumult cease, and give, for wild confusion, peace: 
  oh, hear us when we cry to thee for those in peril on the sea. 
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 4. O Trinity of  love and pow’r, all trav’lers guard in danger’s hour 
  from rock and tempest, fire and foe, protect them where-so-e’er they go: 
  thus evermore shall rise to thee glad hymns and praise from land and sea. 
 
Apostles’ Creed     
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
 Amen. 
 

Please be seated.  
 
Call to Prayer                “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” ELW 789 Stanzas 1 & 2              BRADBURY 

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847t. Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868 
 

 1. Savior like a shepherd lead us; much we need your tender care. 
  In your pleasant pastures feed us, for our use your fold prepare. 
  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours. 
  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours. 
 

 2. We are yours; in love befriend us, be the guardian of our way; 
  Keep your flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray. 
  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray. 
  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray. 
 
Prayers of Intercession                                                                         Tom Tolbert, prayer assistant 
The congregation may kneel or sit for the prayers. 
 

Trusting in God’s love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of  creation. A 
brief  silence. 
 
God who calms the storms, fears overtake us when wind, earthquake, fire, weather, ecosystem crises, war, 
economic turmoil, family stresses, and disease cross our paths. Teach us to have faith that you are always 
present to comfort, assist, counsel, and guide us through life’s challenges. Enable us to be thankful for all 
the blessings of  life and mindful of  the needs of  others. Strengthen our faith so that, as your church, we 
abide confidently in your power and unceasing love to carry us through all our days. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of  creation, we pray for this world that you have made. Grant governments, universities, and 
industries the will and insight to develop sustainable protections for all ecosystems so that the diverse 
beauty of  creation might continue to flourish for future generations. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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God of  mercy, enter the hearts of  leaders at every level of  human organization to dedicate their lives to 
righteous service for the people over whom they wield authority. Guide all leaders to find ways to serve 
people who need food, shelter, security, and restoration from trauma. Lead them to be examples of  
kindness and compassion toward all people. Where there is discord, show leaders clear paths to beneficial 
resolutions for all affected people. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of  life, we remember all who struggle amid the storms of  life that they know the healing, recovery, 
and peace of  your presence. Cure, mend, and comfort our loved ones with your grace and strength, 
especially: Mary Lou Hopp, Allen Wood, Rochelle Dagenhart, James Watson, Sarah East, Phaedra & Scott 
Snow, Bill Bowden, Harry Kendrick, Kendal Turner, Janice Darnell, Pastor Glen Sea, Mark Barbee, Polly 
Needham, Mark Thornton, Tom Tolbert, Samuel Davis, Bob Roach, Dale Hopp, Bill Coppedge, Marcia 
Newlin, Silvia Puky, Ashlyn Bordelon, Betsy League, Carmelita Harris, Lucille Johnson, Marilyn Stevens, 
Satoko Yamada, Ross Boheler, Charlene Oppermann, Elaine Ketner Sherman, Gene Ellington, Tanner & 
Christopher Shirley, Eileen Dunlap, Bonnie & Dannye Olin Bragdon, Mindy Curley, Louisa & Oakley 
Coburn, Roxi Tolbert, Bill Schwartz, Arlene Fielding, David Kutscher, Danielle Clausen, Joseph Tolbert, 
and Jay Harbinson. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of  peace, your Son led and taught and showed us how to live in harmony with each other and this 
bountiful world. We are weary of  all trumpeting of  expansive schemes. Teach us to pause our frantic 
schedules and listen instead for your gentle word of  counsel as we tread our daily paths. Sustain us and 
lead us to creative insights that will help us serve and restore the downtrodden, discouraged, and refugees. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of  grace, as the saints who journeyed before us listened to your voice, grant us grace to hear your 
voice amid the tempest-tossed era in which we live. Grant us courage to give hope and love to a 
discouraged world, and when our work is done, draw us to you by a love so great that it overcomes and 
calms all fears, storms, and differences. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, 
through the abundant grace of  Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
Peace                                                               (Please stand as able, sharing the peace of  the risen Christ.) 
The peace of  Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
 

Please be seated. 
 
OFFERING                    (Offerings for the mission of  the church are gathered by the ushers.) 
 

Anthem                                            “Shall We Gather at the River?”                  
 Tune HANSON PLACE by Robert Lowry 

Setting for choir by John Carter 
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Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod; with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? Yes, 
we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river, gather with the saints at the river, that flows by the throne of God. 
Ere we reach the shining river, lay we ev’ry burden down; grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown. Deep 
river, my home is over Jordan, deep river, I want to cross over into campground. Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, 

the beautiful river, gather with the saints at the river, that flows by the throne of God. 
 

Please stand as able. 
 

Offertory                                                     (The offering is brought forward by the ushers) 
 

                                                     “Blessed Assurance” ELW 638 Stanza one                               ASSURANCE 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915; Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908. 

 

 1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of  glory divine! 
  Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
  

 Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 
  This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 
 
Offering Prayer    
Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of  our hearts. Help us take heart in you and 
share freely of  your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of  Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Holy Communion       
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
Holy God, you alone are holy,  
you alone are God. 
 

The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 
within each cell; with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
 

Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; by night and day; 
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his love for us on the way, 
at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; through the world. 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   (Contemporary) 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation 
The gifts of  God for the people of  God. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is offered continuously at the Lord’s table and at the high altar. Please follow the ushers’ prompts, 
walking forward to the desired communion station and returning via the side aisles. On the 1st and 3rd Sundays of  the 
month, distribution is by wafers and small cups, and on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of  the month distribution is by 
intinction. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are always available.  
 

Lamb of God               “Let Us Break Bread Together” ELW 471 Stanza one 
BREAK BREAD TOGETHER 

Text & Music: African American spiritual 

 1. Let us break bread together on our knees: 
  let us break bread together on our knees. 
 

 Refrain:  When I fall on my knees, with  my face to the  
  rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

Communion Music  
                                               “Beautiful Savior, King of Creation” 

Silesian folk tune SCHONSTER HERR JESU 
Setting for organ by Dale Wood 
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Communion Songs  
                          “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” ELW 803 Stanzas 1 & 2                      HAMBURG 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; Music: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 
 

 1. When I survey the wondrous cross on which the prince of glory died, 
  my richest gain I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

 2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast save in the death of Christ, my God; 
  all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 
                                 “Rock of  Ages, Cleft for Me” ELW 623 Stanzas 1 & 2                               TOPLADY 

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778; Music: Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872 
 

 1. Rock of  Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself  in thee;  
  let the water and the blood, from thy riven side which flowed, 
  be of  sin the double cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 
 

 2. Not the labors of my hands can fulfill thy law’s demands; 
  could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow, 
  all for sin could not atone; thou must save, and thou alone. 
 
                    “When Peace like a River” (It Is Well with My Soul) ELW 785 Stanzas 1 & 4 

VILLE DU HAVRE 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888; Music: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876 

 

 1. When peace like a river attendeth my way,  
  when sorrows like sea billows roll, whatever my lot,  
  thou hast taught me to say, it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 Refrain: It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

 4. Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 
  the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, the trumpet shall sound 
  and the Lord shall descend; even so it is well with my soul. Refrain  
 

Please stand as able. 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer            
Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of  bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of  your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you 
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of  Jesus, through the Spirit, who nourishes us now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

SENDING 
 

Song of  Praise                “How Great Thou Art” ELW 856 Stanza one                              O STORE GUD 
Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940, tr. & adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989; Music: Swedish folk tune; adapt. Stuart K. Hine; . T&M ©Manna Music, Inc. 
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 1.  O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder  
  consider all the works thy hand hath made,  
  I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
  thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; 
 

 Refrain:  Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 
  how great thou art! How great thou art! 
  Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 
  how great thou art! How great thou art! 
 

Please stand as able. 
 

SENDING BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,  
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 

Sending Song           “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” ELW 779 Stanzas 1-5        NEW BRITAIN 
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt. sts. 1-4; anonymous s. 5); Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921, alt. 

 

 1. Amazing grace! how sweet the sound—that saved a wretch like me! 
  I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see. 
 

 2. ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 
  how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed! 
 

 3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 
  ‘tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 
 

 4. The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures; 
  He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 
 

 5. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 
  we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 
 
DISMISSAL     
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Worship has ended. You are free to depart or you may remain for the postlude. 
 

Postlude          “Toccata” from Variations on ‘Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow’ 
Tune by Louis Bourgeois 

Setting for organ by Mark Thewes 
 

☩ ☩ ☩ 
This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress and 
Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI #11377824  
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Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie; Pastor Ali Rode; prayer assistant: Tom Tolbert; crucifer/
acolyte: Michael Lakeman; lector: Charles Lakeman; live streaming camera: Joe Barrett; soundboard: 
John Brumbaugh; ushers: John Simon, Mike Doyne, Jay Jacob, Larry Lippert, Jim Metze, Michael 
Thompson ; greeters: Millie Cansler, Dave & Eileen Dunlap; communion assistants: Andrew & Tom Puky, 
John Simon, Chris Stevenson; communion helper: Catherine Metze; tabulators: Joe Barrett, Janice Miller; 
musicians: St. Mark’s Summer Choir, Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry and Organist 
 

Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Ella Puky; crucifer/acolyte: Needed; lector: Larry Lippert; live 
streaming camera: Joe Barrett; soundboard: Bob Chernet; ushers: Team A; greeters: Susan Lakeman, 
Dawn Schwartz; communion assistants: Barbara Baker, Rebecca Huang, A.J. Pridgen, Kimberly 
Zimmerman; communion helper: Sandy Rach; tabulators: Karen Feezor, Dawn Schwartz 

 

From the pastor -  
 

“For just as the body is one and has many  
members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” (1 
Corinthians 12:12) 
 

During the “Time after Pentecost,” we celebrate 
the triune God who enlivens, encourages and 
sends the church into mission in the world. The 
church is not a building, but rather, a congregation 
of people gathered and sent into the world by  
Jesus to be living signs of God’s steadfast love for 
all people. We are one body the church, and amid 
the world’s brokenness, the church is called to be 
God’s transformative presence that overcomes 
barriers and divisions, proclaiming what God has 
done for us. In the season after Pentecost, we  
remember that God is steadfastly calling the 
church to be a voice of unity, compassion, justice 
and love. How is God calling you to use your gifts 
for Christ at St. Mark’s? We have been clothed with 
Christ in baptism to welcome, care for, and love all 
people! 
 

In the life of the Spirit, 
Pastor Tim McKenzie 
pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org 
 
 

 

Worship and Congregational Life 
 

Today: 
 

Altar Flowers today are given in celebration of the 
55th wedding anniversary of Steve and Sandy 
Rach on August 7th. 
 

Today: Hymn Sing Sunday, please enjoy a selection 
of “favorite hymns” that life our spirits and voices, 
giving us hope and joy. 
 

Summer Worship Schedule: Thank you for joining us 
today. Summer worship in August is at 9:30 am. We 
will return to two services at 8:30 & 10:30 am on 9/6. 
 

Faith Forum will take a summer break. 
 

This Week: 
 
Soup Kitchen: Thursday 8/13 
 

Blessing of Students: Sunday 8/16. We will bless our 
children and young people as they prepare to  
return to school. 
 

The Ethnic Restaurant Group will visit another  
nostalgic feature of “old Charlotte” eateries on 
Tuesday, August 18, 2026, at 6:00 PM: Open  
Kitchen. People who have dined at Open  
Kitchen will fondly recall happy times at this familiar 
location at 1318 West Morehead St (28208). Open 
Kitchen is where the cheese has melted and  
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flooded plates for 74 years. Extra sauces are  
available upon request. The protein content is  
substantial. The flavors are heightened. This location 
caters to customer satisfaction; with a long history 
of feeding Charlotte-folks, they are veteran experts 
at anticipating where “comfort” meets “filling” with 
friendly, informal ambiance that makes clientele 
feel “at home” and not bankrupted when they 
leave for home. The breads, salads, subs, pizzas, 
parms, veal, meatballs, shrimp, chicken (including  
livers), beef, pastas, and sauces will tempt you with 
memories of childhood delights. Come one; come 
all! All are welcome. RSVP to Tom & Judy Tolbert by 
daybreak on the Monday before the dinner. We 
look forward to greeting a large group for this  
nostalgic culinary journey!  
 

Theology on Tap will be held Thursday, August 20 at 
7pm at Heist Brewery and Barrel Arts, 1030  
Woodward Avenue, Charlotte. All are welcome. 
 

Charlotte Area Lutheran Men’s (C.A.L.M.) Group An-
nual Luncheon w/ a special guest speaker. On  
Saturday, at noon on August 22 in the Fellowship 
Hall of Christ Lutheran Church, Providence Road, 
Charlotte, all practicing Lutheran men in the  
Charlotte region are invited to attend a lunch and 
general meeting of the Charlotte Area Lutheran 
Men’s Group (CALM).  They will have a special 
speaker, Captain Steeeve (real name Steve 
Scheibner).  He is a retired American Airlines Boeing 
777 captain, a former US Navy P-3 Orion pilot and a 
popular social media educator who shares his 
insights about aviation with millions of followers on 
his webpage.  The lunch and speaker will cost $15 
per attendee.  To reserve your spot, please give 
your check (made out to C.A.L.M.) or cash to Jim 
Metze or Mike Doyne by August 17.  If you cannot 
find Mike or Jim, please put your check or cash in 
the church secretary/ administrator’s (Sue) mailbox. 
If you have questions, please contact Jim Metze 
(metzejim@gmail.com) or Mike Doyne 
(michael.doyne01@gmail.com) with  
questions or to make a reservation. DEADLINE IS  
AUGUST 17, 2026. Hope to see you there.   
 

The St. Mark's Book Group will meet on Thursday, 
August 27, at 10 am in the large conference room 
and via Zoom. Our selection this month is The  
Tobacco Wives by Adele Meyers. This is an  
historical fiction novel set in 1946 North Carolina, 
where a young seamstress named Maddie Sykes 
becomes entangled in the secrets of the powerful 

Big Tobacco empire while navigating the societal 
expectations of the post-World War II South. The  
Tobacco Wives explores themes such as societal 
constraints and female empowerment, the contrast  
between the opulent façade and hidden realities 
of society, and the moral dilemma of uncovering 
uncomfortable truths. This should be a fascinating 
study. All are welcome to join us. Please contact 
Kay Sehorn or Judy Tolbert for more information. 
 

Summer Choir Please consider joining our "Summer 
Choir" here at St. Mark's! During the months of July 
and August, we gather for a brief rehearsal and  
vocal warm-up at 9:00am in the music room #223. 
Our choir music for these summer Sundays is familiar 
and easy to prepare. Casual summer attire is  
encouraged as we wear robes, and we enter and 
exit the choir loft from the chancel with no  
processing or recessing! Reach out to Les  
Ackerman at les@saintmarkscharlotte.org for details 
and allow us to prepare a music folder for you! 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break 
forth into joyous song and sing praises! Psalm 98  
 

Help Wanted: I know you've heard it said, "the  
harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few."  Well, 
the Lector Team needs some more members. I 
make the schedule several months in advance, let 
you know what your reading will be and it's easy to 
fit around your schedule. Please think about joining 
us to share God's Word. You can speak with me  
after church, call or email or leave your name with 
the church office  
 

Aid for Hurricane Helene Victims Thank you to all for 
your donations. If you would like to help, 
please hover your phone camera over the 
QR code to connect to the NC Synod's web-
site. 

 

Thinking of joining St. Mark’s? Please see Pastor Tim 
to set up a time to talk. All people are welcome at 
St. Mark’s! 
 

St. Mark’s email list If you are not receiving emails 
from St. Mark’s, we may not have your correct 
email address. Please contact the church to let us 
know. We send at least 2 emails every week. 
 

Family Ministry 
Nursery: A fun-filled nursery, staffed by volunteers, is 
located downstairs. An usher is available to show 
you the way. Our safety protocols offer peace of 
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mind so you can worship without worry.  
 

Confirmation Class meets every other Sunday at 
9:30. 
 

Stewardship  
Your pledge helps St. Mark’s ministries of worship, 
service and fellowship continue over the year. 
Pledge cards are in the Gathering Place. An online 
pledge option is also available from our website, or 
you may use the QR code. Thank you. 
 

You may use the QR code at left (hover your phone 
camera to connect) for immediate access 
to St. Mark’s website donation page.  
Pledges and donations for Altar Flowers 
may also be made using this code. 

 

2026 Altar Flower Sponsorship If you would like to 
sponsor live flowers for our Sunday worship service, 
please sign up on the calendar by the mailbox 
room or contact the church office.  
 

Social Ministry 
 

NOURISH UP School’s out, Hunger isn’t. Help us stock 
the pantry for summer. Consider donating the 
 following requested items (canned goods with pop 

tabs greatly appreciated) : 
•SpaghettiOs with or without meatballs 
•Chef Boyardee Ravioli 
•Peanut butter 
•Canned peaches and pears in juice, no sugar 
added 
•low sodium canned vegetables 
•whole grain cereals 
Your donations help our neighbors! 
 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen is serving 
lunch in the Fellowship Hall every Thursday for our 
neighbors. If you would like to serve, please contact 
us. You may also support the Soup Kitchen through 
financial donations sent to the church, or through 
St. Mark’s online giving portal. Help us share God's 
love! 
 
Announcements 
 

AA meets in the Fellowship Hall: Monday nights 
“Third Tradition”, 7 pm; Wednesday nights “Just the 
Basics”, 7:30 pm; & Thursday nights “Not a Glum 
Lot”, 6:30 pm; “SLAA” meets in Room 106: Thursdays 
at 6:30 pm; Fridays women only at 6 pm & Saturday 
mornings 10:30 am. 
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"Eternal Father, Strong to Save" ELW 756 is often referred to as the Navy hymn, as it was penned by  
English hymn writer William Whiting (1825-1878) for one of his students who was about to sail to America. 
It was first published in 1861 in the collection Hymns Ancient and Modern under the heading "for those at 
sea". The hymn follows a Trinitarian pattern: where God prescribes the ocean's boundaries, Christ stills the 
storm and walks on the waves, and the Spirit brooded over the face of the deep and created order 
from chaos. Dr. Austin Lovelace writes: "The final stanza is a summary prayer to the Trinity for the safety of 
sailors--and all of us are sailors on the sea of life."  The tune MELITA was composed for this hymn by John 
Dykes (1823-1876). Melita is the ancient name for the island now known as Malta, where Paul was  
shipwrecked and found safety (Acts 28:1-2). 
 

"How Firm a Foundation" ELW 796 The authorship of this hymn text has always been a mystery to  
hymnologists. We know it was first published in 1787 in a hymnal compiled by Dr. John Rippon (1751-
1836), pastor for sixty-three years at Carter's Lane Baptist Church, London, England. The hymn appeared 
anonymously in his collection with the author indicated merely as "K", and in later reprints "Keen". Since 
the music director in Dr. Rippon's church was named Richard Keene, it is generally accepted that he 
was the author of the text. There are many scriptural references: Isaiah 43:1-5, Isaiah 41:10, 2 Corinthians 
12:9, and II Timothy 2:19. It is basically about the promises of God, and our hymnal uses quotation marks 
for all the stanzas in which various promises are quoted. The original hymn has seven stanzas, Evangelical  
Lutheran Worship includes four. Here is an additional stanza (7): "The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for 
Repose, I will not, I will not desert to his Foes; That soul, tho' all Hell should endeavor to shake, I'll never--no 
never--no never forsake." The tune FOUNDATION is one of the many anonymous American tunes that first 
appeared in an 1832 collection by Joseph Funk, a German Mennonite based in the Shenandoah Valley 
area of Virginia. 
 

"Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me" ELW 623 Augustus M. Toplady (1740-1778) an Anglican priest and writer,  
published this hymn in 1776. He was a staunch Calvinist and a contemporary of John and Charles  
Wesley, with which he carried on an open feud over the role of free will in salvation. This hymn is his re-
sponse to John Wesley's views. The metaphor "Rock of Ages" is found in Isaiah 26:4, Exodus 33:22, and I  
Corinthians 10:4. Austin Lovelace writes: "The theme is the gospel message that Jesus' suffering and 
death alone provide the way to salvation. The water and blood which gushed from his side provide life 
everlasting, just as the water from the rock provided physical life for Hebrews wandering in the desert." 
Thomas Hastings (1784-1872) wrote the tune TOPLADY for this hymn. 
 

"Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us" ELW 789 gives us images for both Psalm 23 and the parable of the 
good shepherd in John 10. The hymn was used as a children's song in the mid-1800's and first appeared 
in the collection Hymns for the Young (London, 1836) compiled by Dorothy Thrupp (1779-1847), but we 
don't know for certain she is the author, as she wrote anonymously or under pseudonyms. William  
Bradbury (1816-1868) American composer, conductor and the founder of his own music publishing com-
pany as well as the Bradbury Piano Company, wrote over eight hundred tunes including BRADBURY for 
this hymn. It was published in his Sunday school book entitled Oriola (1859). Three additional tunes by 
Bradbury are included in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, including "Just As I Am, without One Plea" ELW 
592. "Jesus Loves Me!" ELW 595, and "My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less" ELW 596. 
 

 

August 10, Lawrence, deacon, martyr (225-258) 
Lawrence was one of seven deacons of the congregation at Rome and, like the deacons appointed in 
Acts, was responsible for financial matters in the church and for the care of the poor. Lawrence lived 
during a time of persecution under the emperor Valerian. The emperor demanded that Lawrence  
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surrender the treasures of the church. Lawrence gathered the lepers, orphans, the blind and the lame. 
He brought them to the emperor and said, “Here is the true treasure of the church.” This act enraged the 
emperor, and Lawrence was sentenced to death. Lawrence’s commemoration was one of the earliest 
to be observed by the church. 
 
August 11, Clare, Abbess of San Damiano (1194-1253) 
At age eighteen, Clare of Assisi heard Francis preach a sermon in a church in town. From that time, she 
determined to follow in his example of Christian living. With Francis's help (and against the wishes of her 
father) she and a growing number of companions established a women's Franciscan community, called 
the Order of Poor Ladies, or Poor Clares. She became a confidante and advisor to Francis, and in  
standing up against the wishes of popes for the sake of maintaining complete poverty, she helped in-
spire other women to pursue spiritual goals. 
 
August 13, Florence Nightingale (1820-1910); Clara Maass (1876-1901) renewers of society 
When Florence Nightingale decided she would be a nurse, her family was horrified. In the early 1800s 
nursing was done by people with no training or no other way to earn a living. Florence trained at  
Kaiserswerth, Germany, with a Lutheran order of deaconesses. She returned home and worked to reform 
hospitals in England. Nightingale led a group of thirty-eight nurses to serve in the Crimean War, where 
they worked in appalling conditions. She returned to London as a hero and resumed her work there for 
hospital reform. Clara Maass was born in New Jersey and served as a nurse in the Spanish-American War, 
where she encountered the horrors of yellow-fever. She later responded to a call for subjects in research 
on yellow fever. During the experiments, which included receiving bites from mosquitoes, she contracted 
the disease and died. The commemoration of these women invites the church to give thanks for all who, 
practicing the arts of healing, care for others. 
 
August 14, Maximilian Kolbe (1894-1941); Kaj Munk (1898-1944); martyrs 
Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest who served in China, Japan and India. In 1936 he returned to his 
native Poland, where he supervised a friary that housed thousands of Polish war refugees, mostly Jews. 
He was arrested by the Nazis for this activity and eventually sent to Auschwitz. There, Kolbe functioned as 
a priest for other prisoners, suffered beatings, and after a group of ten men had been sentenced to 
death by starvation for trying to escape, Kolbe volunteered to take the place of one of the men. After 
two weeks, only Kolbe remained alive and was summarily executed by lethal injection. A statue of Kolbe 
is included among the “20th Century Martyrs” located over the Great Door at Westminster Abbey. Kaj 
Munk, a Danish Lutheran pastor and playwright, was an outspoken critic of the Nazis, who occupied 
Denmark during the Second World War. His plays frequently highlighted the eventual victory of the  
Christian faith despite the church’s weak and ineffective witness. The Nazis feared Munk because his 
preaching and writing helped to strengthen the Danish resistance movement. He defied a Nazi ban to 
preach and peached on Advent 1 at the national cathedral in Copenhagen. A month later, on the 
night of January 4, 1944, he was arrested by the Gestapo and his body found in a ditch the following 
morning. His death made him a lasting national symbol of resistance to oppression, religious freedom, 
and freedom of speech. 
 
August 15, Mary, Mother of Our Lord 
The church honors Mary with the Greek title theotokos, meaning “the bearer of God.” Origen first used 
this title in the early church, and the councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon upheld it. Luther upheld the 
same meaning of this title in his writings. The honor paid to Mary as theotokos and mother of our Lord 
goes back to biblical times, when Mary herself sang, “From now on all generations will call me 
blessed” (Luke 1:48). Mary’s song, The Magnificat, speaks of reversals in the reign of God: the mighty are 
cast down, the lowly are lifted up, the hungry are fed, and the rich are sent away empty-handed.  

Adapted from Sundays and Seasons 
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St. Mark’s Prayer List 
Mary Lou Hopp, Allen Wood, Rochelle Dagenhart, James Watson, Sarah East, Phaedra & Scott Snow, Bill 
Bowden, Harry Kendrick, Kendal Turner, Janice Darnell, Pastor Glen Sea, Mark Barbee, Mark Thornton, Polly 
Needham, Tom Tolbert, Samuel Davis, Bob Roach, Dale Hopp, Bill Coppedge, Marcia Newlin, Silvia Puky,  
Ashlyn Bordelon, Betsy League, Carmelita Harris, Lucille Johnson, Marilyn Stevens, Satoko Yamada, Ross  
Boheler, Charlene Oppermann, Elaine Ketner Sherman, Gene Ellington, Tanner & Christopher Shirley, Eileen 
Dunlap, Dannye & Bonnie Bragdon, Mindy Curley, Louisa & Oakley Coburn, Roxi Tolbert, Bill Schwartz, Arlene 
Fielding, David Kutscher, Danielle Clausen, Joseph Tolbert, and Jay Harbinson. 
Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests (pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org) 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org 

 

Rev. Alexandra Joy Rode 
pastorali@saintmarkscharlotte.org 

 

Lester Ackerman,  
Director of Music Ministry, Organist 

les@saintmarkscharlotte.org 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
admin@saintmarkscharlotte.org 

 

Tiffanie Harper, Finance Administrator 
finance@saintmarkscharlotte.org 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |   saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

Readings for 8/16/2026 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost/  
Lectionary 19 
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
Matthew 15:21-28 

Birthdays 
8/11 John Simon, Jr. 
8/13 Les Ackerman 
8/14 Kim Wall 
8/14 Eileen Dunlap 
 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s 
love and comfort for you in times of trial. If you would like to confidentially speak to a 
Stephen Minister, please contact Pastor Tim (pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org)  


