
   

 

AUGUST 23, 2026 
THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

LECTIONARY 21 
9:30 AM SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

Simon Peter by faith declares that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the Living God. Jesus responds by giving him a new 
name, with a new purpose. We like Peter experience disorientation and are also renewed by the Spirit of God, who calls us to 
a new orientation, a new identity. We rejoice with praise and thanksgiving in the light of God’s love and faithfulness to us, 
with our whole hearts. 
 

GATHERING 
 

The congregation is invited to join in the Bold responses. 
 

Prelude                                   “Adagio in D Flat” (Cantabile con divozione)                           Franz Liszt 
 

The congregation stands as the cross is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

Gathering Song                       “The Church’s One Foundation” ELW 654                                 AURELIA 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900; Music: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876 

 

 

 1. The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
  she is his new creation by water and the word. 
  From heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 
  with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
 

 2. Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth, 
  her charter of  salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth: 
  one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
  and to one hope she presses with ev’ry grace endued. 
 

 3. Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed, 
  by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 
  yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: “How long?” 
  and soon the night of  weeping shall be the morn of  song. 
 

 4. Through toil and tribulation and tumult of  her war, 
  she waits the consummation of  peace forevermore; 
  till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 
  and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 
 

 5. Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, 
  and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 
  Oh, blessed heav’nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace, 
  that we, like saints before us, may see you face to face. 
 

ST. MARK’S  
LUTHERAN CHURCH  
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Please be seated. 
 

Welcome                                                                                                               Pastor Alexandra Rode 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of  the cross, the sign that is  
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

The congregation may kneel or sit for the Confession. Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

Compassionate God,  
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace, 
In Christ’s name we pray. 
Amen.  
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary  
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of  God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
Amen.  
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ , the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Please stand as able. 
 

Kyrie                                          “As the Deer” from Worship & Praise                                AS THE DEER 
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Prayer of the Day                                                    
Let us pray. O God, with all your faithful followers of  every age, we praise you, the rock of  our life. Be 
our strong foundation and form us into the body of  your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
Family Ministry Moment                     Pastor Alexandra Rode 
 

WORD 
 

Reading  Psalm 138                                                                      Andrea Long, lector 
 

1 I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise; 2 I bow down 
toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness, for 
you have exalted your name and your word above everything. 3 On the day I called, you answered me; 
you increased my strength of soul. 4 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, for they have 
heard the words of your mouth. 5 They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the 
Lord. 6 For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly, but the haughty he perceives from far away. 
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; you stretch 
out your hand, and your right hand delivers me. 8 The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast 
love, O Lord, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as able. 
 
The Holy Gospel Matthew 16:13-20 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 
that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are 
you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 
18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
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prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly 
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon                                                    “Revealing a New Name”                           Pastor Alexandra Rode 
 

Please stand as able.  
 

Song                                     “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” ELW 596                    THE SOLID ROCK 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.; Music: John B. Dykes, 1823-1876 

 

Apostles’ Creed     
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
 Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession                                                               Larry Dagenhart, Jr., prayer assistant 
The congregation may kneel or sit for the prayers. 
 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of  God’s 
creation.  
A brief  silence 
 

God of  generosity, you know our needs before we ask. Help us to remain ever grateful for all that we 
have, and deliver us from longing unnecessarily for what we do not. Deliver us from dwelling on what 
may be unfair in our lives. Deliver us from putting our own self-ambition before the needs of  others. 
Merciful God,  
receive our prayer. 
 

God of  creativity, you take great joy in making all things new. Empower us to work joyfully together to 
steward the resources of  your created order. Lead us to protect native wildlife and creatures, replenish 
waterways destroyed by pollution and foster care and conservation so that we might delight in all you 
have made. Merciful God,  
receive our prayer. 
 

God of  love, be with all of  us this week. As a new school year begins, be especially with students, 
teachers, and all who work in education. Grant everyone energy, perseverance and patience, open minds, 
and open hearts. Merciful God,  
receive our prayer. 
 

God of  healing, you bring new life in the midst of  division, strife, and hardship. Work in us as leaders to 
promote peace and forgiveness in our communities, work, school, and homes. Grant us the willingness to 
be quick to listen and understand and gracious in our response as we build relationships of  harmony with 
one another. Merciful God,  
receive our prayer. 
 

God of  grace, we pray for the overwhelmed. Pour out your steadfast love to all who are anxious, 
depressed, sick, lonely, exhausted. Help us to remember that you are a God who loves unconditionally 
and will never give up on any of  us. Merciful God,  
receive our prayer. 
 

God of compassion, speak tenderly to us and remind us of your steadfast mercy. Extend your grace 
beyond the walls of this sanctuary to all those who seek healing, restoration, and salvation. We pray 
wholeness for our loved ones including Henry Pieloch, Lynn Hughes, Mary Lou Hopp, Allen Wood, 
Rochelle Dagenhart, James Watson, Sarah East, Phaedra & Scott Snow, Bill Bowden, Harry Kendrick, 
Kendal Turner, Janice Darnell, Pastor Glen Sea, Mark Barbee, Mark Thornton, Polly Needham, Tom 
Tolbert, Samuel Davis, Bob Roach, Dale Hopp, Bill Coppedge, Marcia Newlin, Silvia Puky, Ashlyn 
Bordelon, Betsy League, Carmelita Harris, Lucille Johnson, Marilyn Stevens, Satoko Yamada, Ross 
Boheler, Charlene Oppermann, Elaine Ketner Sherman, Gene Ellington, Tanner & Christopher Shirley, 
Eileen Dunlap, Dannye & Bonnie Bragdon, Mindy Curley, Louisa & Oakley Coburn, Roxi Tolbert, Bill 
Schwartz, Arlene Fielding, David Kutscher, Danielle Clausen, Joseph Tolbert, and Jay Harbinson. 
Merciful God,  
receive our prayer. 
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Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name job your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 

Peace                                                               (Please stand as able, sharing the peace of  the risen Christ.) 
The peace of  Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING                                                     (Offerings for the mission of  the church are gathered by the ushers.) 
 

Anthem                                    “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”                                   Dale Wood 
Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ the Head and Corner stone; chosen of the Lord, and precious, binding all the 
Church in one; Holy Zion’s help forever, and her confidence alone. To this temple, where we call thee, come, O Lord of 

hosts, today; with thy wonted lovingkindness hear thy servants as they pray, and thy fullest benediction shed within its wall 
alway. Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son, laud and honor to the Spirit, ever Three and ever One. 

One in might, and One in glory, while unending ages run. 
 

Please stand as able. 
 

Offertory                                                                                      (The offering is brought forward by the ushers) 
 

                                       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW  885 
OLD HUNDREDTH 

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915; Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908. 

 1. Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  praise God, all creatures here below, 
  praise God above, ye heav’nly host, 
  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Offering Prayer    
Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of  our hearts. Help us take heart in you and 
share freely of  your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of  Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Holy Communion       
 

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken) 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
Holy God, you alone are holy,  
you alone are God. 
 

The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 
within each cell; with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
 

Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; by night and day; 
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his love for us on the way, 
at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; through the world. 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   (Contemporary) 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Invitation 
The gifts of  God for the people of  God. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is offered continuously at the Lord’s table and at the high altar. Please follow the ushers’ prompts, 
walking forward to the desired communion station and returning via the side aisles. On the 1st and 3rd Sundays of  the 
month, distribution is by wafers and small cups, and on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of  the month distribution is by 
intinction. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are always available.  
 

Communion Music                “Reverie” from Partita on FOUNDATION        
Setting for organ by Alice Jordan 

 

Communion Hymn                 “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” ELW 623                                   TOPLADY 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778; Music: Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872 

 

Please stand as able. 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Prayer            
Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of  bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of  your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you 
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of  Jesus, through the Spirit, who nourishes us now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 

 

Please stand as able. 
 
SENDING BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,  
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 

Sending Song                               “How Firm a Foundation” ELW 796                             FOUNDATION 
Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of  Hymns, 1787. Alt.; Music: Early American 

 

DISMISSAL     
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Worship has ended. You are free to depart or you may remain for the postlude. 
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Postlude                               “Trumpet Tune” from Concerto for Two Trumpets                   Antonio Vivaldi 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

 
This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress and 
Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI #11377824  
 

Worship Leaders: Pastor Ali Rode; prayer assistant: Larry Dagenhart, Jr.; crucifer/acolyte: Andrew Puky; 
lector: Andrea Long; live streaming camera: Joe Barrett; soundboard: Kevin Feezor; ushers: John Simon, 
Mike Doyne, Jay Jacob, Larry Lippert, Jim Metze, Michael Thompson; greeters: Neil & Charlotte Dixon, 
Ted Seman, David Thomason; communion assistants: Lisa Barnette, John Simon, Karen & Kevin Feezor; 
communion helper: Karen Covington; tabulators: Joe Barrett, Susan League; musicians: St. Mark’s 
Summer Choir, Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry and Organist 
 

Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Mike Doyne; crucifer/acolyte: Needed; lector: Marty Schwartz; 
live streaming camera: Charles Lakeman; soundboard: Neil Dixon; ushers: Team A; greeters: Tom & Kay 
Sehorn; communion assistants: Janice Miller, Virginia Molan, Nick Wartner, Betsy Wenzel; communion 
helper: Chris Miller; tabulators: Joe Barrett, Devin Feezor, Diane Thomas 

From the pastor -  
 

“For just as the body is one and has many  
members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” (1  
Corinthians 12:12) 
 

During the “Time after Pentecost,” we celebrate the 
triune God who enlivens, encourages and sends 
the church into mission in the world. The church is 
not a building, but rather, a congregation of  
people gathered and sent into the world by Jesus 
to be living signs of God’s steadfast love for all  
people. We are one body the church, and amid 
the world’s brokenness, the church is called to be 
God’s transformative presence that overcomes 

barriers and divisions, proclaiming what God has 
done for us. In the season after Pentecost, we  
remember that God is steadfastly calling the 
church to be a voice of unity, compassion, justice 
and love. How is God calling you to use your gifts 
for Christ at St. Mark’s? We have been clothed with 
Christ in baptism to welcome, care for, and love all 
people! 
 

In the life of the Spirit, 
Pastor Tim McKenzie 
pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org 
 

 

Worship and Congregational Life 
 

Today: 
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Altar Flowers today are given in honor of the 9th wed-
ding anniversary of Pastor Ali and Brian Rode. 
 
Summer Worship Schedule: Thank you for joining us 
today. Summer worship in August is at 9:30 am. We 
will return to two services at 8:30 & 10:30 am on 9/6. 
 
Faith Forum will take a summer break. 
 
This Week: 
 

Pastor Tim is away on vacation 8/17-30. In the case 
of a pastoral emergency please contact Pastor Ali 
Rode, 937-499-4704; St. Mark's Council President, 
Tom Puky, 980-225-3084, or the church office 704-
375-9185. Thank you.  
 
Soup Kitchen: Thursday 8/27 
 
The St. Mark's Book Group will meet on Thursday, 
August 27, at 10 am in the large conference room 
and via Zoom. Our selection this month is The  
Tobacco Wives by Adele Meyers. This is an  
historical fiction novel set in 1946 North Carolina, 
where a young seamstress named Maddie Sykes 
becomes entangled in the secrets of the powerful 
Big Tobacco empire while navigating the societal 
expectations of the post-World War II South. The 
Tobacco Wives explores themes such as societal 
constraints and female empowerment, the  
contrast between the opulent façade and hidden 
realities of society, and the moral dilemma of  
uncovering uncomfortable truths. This should be a 
fascinating study. All are welcome to join us. Please 
contact Kay Sehorn or Judy Tolbert for more  
information. 
 

Summer Choir Please consider joining our "Summer 
Choir" here at St. Mark's! During the months of July 
and August, we gather for a brief rehearsal and 
vocal warm-up at 9:00am in the music room #223. 
Our choir music for these summer Sundays is familiar 
and easy to prepare. Casual summer attire is  
encouraged as we wear robes, and we enter and 
exit the choir loft from the chancel with no  
processing or recessing! Reach out to Les  
Ackerman at les@saintmarkscharlotte.org for  
details and allow us to prepare a music folder for 
you! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
break forth into joyous song and sing praises! Psalm 
98  
 

Help Wanted: I know you've heard it said, "the  

harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few."  Well, 
the Lector Team needs some more members. I 
make the schedule several months in advance, let 
you know what your reading will be and it's easy to 
fit around your schedule. Please think about joining 
us to share God's Word. You can speak with me, 
Meg Fielding, after church, call or email or leave 
your name with the church office  
 

Aid for Hurricane Helene Victims Thank you to all for 
your donations. If you would like to help, please 
hover your phone camera over the QR code to 
connect to the NC Synod's website. 

 

Thinking of joining St. Mark’s? Please see Pas-
tor Tim to set up a time to talk. All  
people are welcome at St. Mark’s! 
 

St. Mark’s email list If you are not receiving emails 
from St. Mark’s, we may not have your correct 
email address. Please contact the church to let us 
know. We send at least 2 emails every week. 
 

Family Ministry 
 

New Christian Education Offerings In addition to our 
regular Adult Faith Forum class at 9:30 am and 
scheduled Confirmation Class, this fall we launch, 
on September 13, weekly Godly Play during our 
8:30 am service in our Children’s Library and SPARK! 
Family Sunday School at 9:30 am in our Nursery. See 
Pastor Ali for more information  
 

Nursery: A fun-filled nursery, including live stream, is 
located downstairs. An usher is available to show 
you the way.  
 
Stewardship  
Your pledge helps St. Mark’s ministries of worship, 
service and fellowship continue over the year. 
Pledge cards are in the Gathering Place. An online 
pledge option is also available from our website, or 
you may use the QR code. Thank you. 
 

You may use the QR code at left (hover your phone 
camera to connect) for immediate access 
to St. Mark’s website donation page.  
Pledges and donations for Altar Flowers may 
also be made using this code. 

 

2026 Altar Flower Sponsorship If you would like to 
sponsor live flowers for our Sunday worship service, 
please sign up on the calendar by the mailbox 
room or contact the church office.  
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Social Ministry 
 

NOURISH UP School’s out, Hunger isn’t. Help us stock 
the pantry for summer. Consider donating the  
following requested items (canned goods with pop 
tabs greatly appreciated) : 
•SpaghettiOs with or without meatballs 
•Chef Boyardee Ravioli 
•Peanut butter 
•Canned peaches and pears in juice, no sugar 
added 
•low sodium canned vegetables 
•whole grain cereals 
Your donations help our neighbors! 
 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen is serving 

lunch in the Fellowship Hall every Thursday for our 
neighbors. If you would like to serve, please  
contact us. You may also support the Soup Kitchen 
through financial donations sent to the church, or 
through St. Mark’s online giving portal. Help us 
share God's love! 
 

Announcements 
 

AA meets in the Fellowship Hall: Monday nights 
“Third Tradition”, 7 pm; Wednesday nights “Just the 
Basics”, 7:30 pm; & Thursday nights “Not a Glum 
Lot”, 6:30 pm; “SLAA” meets in Room 106: Thursdays 
at 6:30 pm; Fridays women only at 6 pm & Saturday 
mornings 10:30 am. 

 

"My Hope is Built on Nothing Less" ELW 596 Edward Mote (1797-1874) an English Baptist pastor, wrote this 
hymn in 1834. Mote ran a successful cabinet-making business, but at age fifty-five, became the pastor of 
the Baptist Church in Horsham, Sussex, where he served for twenty-one years. After his conversion he 
wrote, "O ignorant was I that I did not know there was a God." This hymn was included with over one 
hundred hymns, published in his Hymns of Praise (London, 1836), and given the subtitle A New Selection 
of Gospel Hymns, Combining All the Excellencies of Our Spiritual Poets with Many Originals. This may be 
the first book that used the designation "gospel hymn." Our hymnal pairs Mote's hymn with two different 
tunes: MELITA (ELW #597) and the tune we sing today by William Bradbury (1816-1868) THE SOLID ROCK. 
 

"Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me" ELW 623 Augustus M. Toplady (1740-1778) an Anglican priest and writer,  
published this hymn in 1776. He was a staunch Calvinist and a contemporary of John and Charles  
Wesley, with which he carried on an open feud over the role of free will in salvation. This hymn is his  
response to John Wesley's views. The metaphor "Rock of Ages" is found in Isaiah 26:4, Exodus 33:22, and I  
Corinthians 10:4. Austin Lovelace writes: "The theme is the gospel message that Jesus' suffering and 
death alone provide the way to salvation. The water and blood which gushed from his side provide life 
everlasting, just as the water from the rock provided physical life for Hebrews wandering in the desert." 
Thomas Hastings (1784-1872) wrote the tune TOPLADY for this hymn. 
 

"The Church's One Foundation" ELW 654 Samuel J. Stone (1839-1900), a Church of England pastor, 
penned this hymn in 1866. It is from a collection of hymns he published on the Apostles' Creed: Twelve 
Hymns on the Twelve Articles of the Apostles' Creed. This hymn is based on the ninth article "The holy 
Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints." Stone wrote this hymn to assist his congregation  
comprehend "the breadth and depth of meaning contained in each Article of the Confession of Faith." 
Christ is the foundation (1 Corinthians 3:11), its members are his "new creation" (11 Corinthians 5:17), and 
they are his "holy bride" for whom he gave his life. Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876) composed the 
tune AURELIA, (name of Latin origin meaning "the golden one") which was paired to Stone's hymn in 
1868.   
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August 24, Bartholomew, Apostle 
Bartholomew is mentioned as one of Jesus’ disciples in Matthew, Mark, Luke and Acts. The list in John 
does not include him, but rather Nathanael. These two are often assumed to the same person. Except 
for his name on lists of the Twelve, little is known. Some traditions say Bartholomew preached in India or 
Armenia following the resurrection. In art, Bartholomew is pictured holding a flaying knife to indicate the 
manner in which he was reportedly martyred in Armenia. 
 

August 28, Augustine, Bishop of Hippo (354-430)  
Augustine was one of the greatest theologians of the Western church. Born in North Africa, he was a 
philosophy student in Carthage, where he later became a teacher of rhetoric. Though his mother  
Monica was a Christian, Augustine sought truth in ancient philosophy. As an adult he came under the 
influence of Ambrose, bishop of Milan, who challenged him intellectually to grow in faith. Augustine was  
baptized by Ambrose at Easter Vigil in 387. He was ordained four years later and consecrated bishop of 
Hippo in 396. A defender of the Christian faith, Augustine argued against the Donatists, that the holiness 
of the church depended not upon the holiness of its members and clergy, but upon the holiness that 
comes from Christ, the head of the church. Augustine’s autobiography, Confessions, tells of his spiritual 
struggles and his journey toward faith.  
 

August 28, Moses the Black, monk, martyr (330-405)  
Born in Ethiopia, Moses the Black was converted to Christian faith toward the close of the fourth century, 
after having been a thief and a leader of a gang of robbers. Though the story of his conversion is not 
certain, he eventually became a monk at Skete. The change in his heart and life had a profound  
impact on his native Ethiopia. He became devoted to nonviolence and was murdered when Berber 
bandits attacked his monastery. 

Adapted from Sundays and Seasons 
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St. Mark’s Prayer List 
Henry Pieloch, Lynn Hughes, Mary Lou Hopp, Allen Wood, Rochelle Dagenhart, James Watson, Sarah East, 
Phaedra & Scott Snow, Bill Bowden, Harry Kendrick, Kendal Turner, Janice Darnell, Pastor Glen Sea, Mark  
Barbee, Mark Thornton, Polly Needham, Tom Tolbert, Samuel Davis, Bob Roach, Dale Hopp, Bill Coppedge, 
Marcia Newlin, Silvia Puky, Ashlyn Bordelon, Betsy League, Carmelita Harris, Lucille Johnson, Marilyn Stevens, 
Satoko Yamada, Ross Boheler, Charlene Oppermann, Elaine Ketner Sherman, Gene Ellington, Tanner &  
Christopher Shirley, Eileen Dunlap, Dannye & Bonnie Bragdon, Mindy Curley, Louisa & Oakley Coburn, Roxi 
Tolbert, Bill Schwartz, Arlene Fielding, David Kutscher, Danielle Clausen, Joseph Tolbert, and Jay Harbinson. 
Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests (pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org) 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org 

 

Rev. Alexandra Joy Rode 
pastorali@saintmarkscharlotte.org 

 

Lester Ackerman,  
Director of Music Ministry, Organist 

les@saintmarkscharlotte.org 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
admin@saintmarkscharlotte.org 

 

Tiffanie Harper, Finance Administrator 
finance@saintmarkscharlotte.org 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |   saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 
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Readings for 8/30/2026 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost/  
Lectionary 22 
Psalm 138 
Matthew 16:13-20 

Birthdays 
8/23 Barbara Mobley 
8/27 Matt Hurley 
8/27 Karl Sawyer 
8/29 Kimberly Zimmerman 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do not be dis-
mayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love and comfort for 
you in times of trial. If you would like to confidentially speak to a Stephen Minister, please contact 
Pastor Tim (pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org)  


