ST. MARK'’S

LUTHERAN CHURCH

AUGUST 16, 2026
THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST / LECTIONARY 19
9:30 AM SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHARIST

In Isaiab we hear that God’s house will be a house of prayer for all peoples, gathering the ontcasts from Israel and all
nations. Though a Canaanite woman with unflinching faith and trust in Jesus, today’s gospel foreshadows God’s ontward
mission toward the nations. This story reminds us to be open to and welcoming of all who come into this holy house of
prayer seeking safety, help, and hope.

GATHERING

The congregation is invited to join in the Bold responses.

Prelude “Finale” from Sixth Organ Sonata “Vater unser in Himmelreich”
Felix Mendelssohn
The congregation stands as the cross is carried into the sanctuary.
Gathering Song “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” ELW 886 AZMON
1. Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise,
the glories of my God and king, the triumphs of his grace!
2. My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of your name.
3. The name of Jesus charms our fears and bids our sorrows cease,
sings music in the sinner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
4. He speaks, and list’'ning to his voice, new life the dead receive;
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe.
5. Look unto him, your Savior own, O fallen human racel!
Look and be saved through faith alone, be justified by grace!
6. To God all glory, praise, and love be now and ever givin
by saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heav’n.
Please be seated.
Welcome Pastor Timothy McKenzie

Confession and Forgiveness

All may matke the sign of the cross, the sign that is
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, F one God,
whose compassion endures forever.

Amen.



Let us confess our sin to God.
The congregation may kneel or sit for the Confession. Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace,

In Christ’s name we pray.

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God, Father, " Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

Greeting
The grace of our Lotd Jesus Christ ", the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
Please stand as able.
Kyrie “Father, I Adore You” Terry Coelho
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your
people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.
Family Ministry Moment Pastor Alexandra Rode

WORD

Reading Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 Larry Lippert, lector
'Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come and my
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deliverance be revealed. ¢ And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love
the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it and hold
tast my covenant—/"these I will bring to my holy mountain and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house shall be called a house
of prayer for all peoples. 8 Thus says the Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel: I will gather others
to them besides those already gathered.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Please stand as able.

The Holy Gospel Matthew 15:21-28

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15th chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman
from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying,
“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.”” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 26 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it
be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon “A house of prayer for all people” Pastor Timothy McKenzie
Please stand as able.
Song “Healer of Our Evey III” ELW 612 HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL
Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787. Alt; Music: Early American
n.« Refrain ;
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Please be seated.

The Blessing of Students
The pastors invite children, teens, parents and adults who are returning to school, college, or other educational or trades
programs this season to come forward.

Words of Encouragement Pastor Ali Rode
Dear Friends in Christ, God gives all of us work to do in service to God and our neighbor in the world.
This is our Christian vocation. Each of us has a vocation in school and work, at home and in the world.
Each day we open our minds for inspiration through our study in school, work and in the home. In doing
so, we embody our Christian vocation of learning about the world you have made and of serving others
in Christian love.

Prayer of Blessing of Students Pastor Tim McKenzie
Let us pray. God of grace, as a new school year begins, we remember before you these children and young
people. Bless each of them in their daily study and work. Bless and help them to serve you and their
neighbor in humble service so they might grow into the gifts and abilities you have given to each of them.
May this year be a year of new discoveries and learnings so they each may grow in faith to you and love
for their neighbor. As Jesus sent his disciples into the world carrying your gospel of love, so send, bless,
and protect each of these children and young people in the coming year in all they will learn and do, and
help them to share your love with others. We pray this in Jesus' name.

Amen.

The students may return to their seats.

Apostles’ Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession Ella Puky, prayer assistant
The congregation may kneel or sit for the prayers.

Trusting in God’s love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 4
brief silence.

Lord Jesus, guide us, as your church, to lean on each other and build communities regardless of our
differences. Help us build togetherness in remembrance of the baptismal unity that we share under your
umbrella of love. Lead us to forgive and remind others to do the same as well. Use us as a vessel to carry
and spread your love amongst all communities that we touch. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Holy Creator, we praise you for the beauty and wonder of the cosmos and the earth. Yet we also
remember the people of Venezuela and the people of Columbia suffering from earthquakes, as well as the
communities of Spokane Washington and British Columbia suffering from wildfires. Guide cities, nations,
and their governments to be wise and vigilant stewards of the natural resources you have made so that all
people might live with abundance, hope, and safety. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Heavenly Father, help those facing privation and sudden ruptures in their life. Grant them and their
families comfort and the ability to rise above their feelings of tangible stress and sadness. Encourage them
to find comfort with you as their guiding light and the eternal sunshine you shine upon them, and we
especially remember our loved ones: Bonnie Eckerd, Mary Lou Hopp, Allen Wood, Rochelle Dagenhart,
James Watson, Sarah East, Phaedra & Scott Snow, Bill Bowden, Harry Kendrick, Kendal Turner, Janice
Darnell, Pastor Glen Sea, Mark Barbee, Polly Needham, Mark Thornton, Tom Tolbert, Samuel Davis,
Bob Roach, Dale Hopp, Bill Coppedge, Marcia Newlin, Silvia Puky, Ashlyn Bordelon, Betsy League,
Carmelita Harris, Lucille Johnson, Marilyn Stevens, Satoko Yamada, Ross Boheler, Charlene Oppermann,
Elaine Ketner Sherman, Gene Ellington, Tanner & Christopher Shirley, Eileen Dunlap, Bonnie & Dannye
Olin Bragdon, Mindy Cutley, Louisa & Oakley Coburn, Roxi Tolbert, Bill Schwartz, Arlene Fielding,
David Kutscher, Danielle Clausen, Joseph Tolbert, and Jay Harbinson. Merciful God,

receive our prayet.

God of justice, you gather all people to yourself; you hear the prayers of any who call upon you; and you
dwell in a house of prayer for all peoples. Grant wisdom and courage to the leaders of this and all nations
to reveal your justice and mercy and to act with compassion for all people so that the whole world knows

your love. Merciful God,
receive our prayet.

Holy Spirit, remind those struggling with their intrinsic dignity and help lead them to St. Mark’s to find
community and strength alongside others. Instill in us the power to use our voice for good to strengthen
others. Provide us with the mental tools toward selflessness and lead us to decisions that will strengthen
our communities. Help St. Mark’s continue to develop and better ourselves as a safe space and place of
refuge for those in need. Merciful God,

receive our prayet.

Lord God, as the Canaanite woman called out to you with great faith, and countless faithful saints after
her, so help each of us to follow their example, always seeking your help not only for ourselves but also
for others, and at the end of our lives, gather us into your eternal and holy house of prayer where you
welcome all people. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you,
through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Peace (Please stand as able, sharing the peace of the risen Christ.)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL



Please be seated.

OFFERING (Offerings for the mission of the church are gathered by the ushers.)

Anthem “Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me”
French plainsong ADORO TE
Setting for choir by K. Lee Scott
Gracions Spirit, dwell with me, I would gracions be; help me now thy grace to see, I would be like thee; and, with words that
help and heal, thy life would mine reveal; and, with actions bold and meek, for Christ, My Savior, speak. Truthful Spirit,
dwell in me, 1 wonld truthful be; help me now thy truth to see, I would be like thee; and, with wisdom kind and clear, thy
life in mine appear; and, with actions brotherly, speak Christ’s sincerity. Holy Spirit, dwell with me, I would holy be; show
thy mercy tenderly, mafke me more like thee; separate from sin, I wonld and cherish all things good, and whatever I can be
geve him who gave me thee. Mighty Spirit, dwell with me, 1 would might be; help me now thy pow’r to see, I would be like
thee; ‘Gainst all weapons hell can wield, be thon my strength and shield; let thy word my weapon be, 1ord, thine the victory.
Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, 1 would b like thee!

Please stand as able.

Offertory (The offering is brought forward by the ushers)

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW 885
OLD HUNDREDTH

“Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915; Music: Phocbe P. Knapp, 1830-1908.

1. Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below,
praise God above, ye heav’nly host,
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Offering Prayer

Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.

Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eucharistic Prayer
Holy God, you alone are holy,

you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:



beyond the stars; beneath the sea;
within each cell; with every breath.
We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water; by night and day;
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.

We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:

at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way,

at the table, and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:

in our gathering; within this meal;

among your people; through the world.
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God,
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit,

in your church, without end.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (Contemnporary)

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation
The gifts of God for the people of God.



Please be seated.

Distribution of Holy Communion

Holy Commnnion is offered continnously at the Lords table and at the high altar. Please follow the ushers’ prompts,
walking forward to the desired communion station and returning via the side aisles. On the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the
month, distribution is by wafers and small cups, and on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of the month distribution is by
intinction. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are ahways available.

Lamb of God “Let Us Break Bread Together” ELW 471 Stanza one
BREAK BREAD TOGETHER

Text & Music: African American spiritual

1. Let us break bread together on our knees:
let us break bread together on our knees.

Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the
rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me.

Communion Music “Andante” from Third Organ Chorale Cesar Franck

Communion Hymn “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” ELW 759 OLIVET

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887; Music: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

1. My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine! Now hear me while I pray, take all my
guilt away, oh, let me from this day be wholly thine!

2. May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart,
my zeal inspire; as thou hast died for me, oh, may my
love to thee pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire!

3. While life’s dark maze I tread and griefs around me spread,
be thou my guide; bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow’s
tears away, nor let me ever stray from thee aside.

4. When ends life’s transient dream, when death’s cold, sullen stream
shall o’er me roll; blest Savior, then, in love fear and distrust
remove; oh, bear me safe above, a ransomed soul!

Please stand as able.

Post-Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit, who nourishes us now and
forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.



SENDING

Please stand as able.

SENDING BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
*F one God,

bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.
Amen.

Sending Song “Jesus Shall Reign” ELW 434

1. Jesus shall reign where're the sun
does its successive journeys run;
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
till moons shall wax and wane no more.

2. To him shall endless prayer be made,
and praises throng to crown his head;
his name like sweet perfume shall rise
with ev’ry morning sacrifice.

3. People and realms of ev’ry tongue
dwell on his love with sweetest song;
and infant voices shall proclaim
their early blessing on his name.

4. Blessings abound where're he reigns:
the pris’ners leap to lose their chains,
the weary find eternal rest,
and all who suffer want are blest.

5. Let ev’ry creature rise and bring
peculiar honors to our king;
angels descend with songs again,
and earth repeat the loud amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Worship has ended. You are free to depart or you may remain for the postlude.

Postlude “Fantasy on ‘DUKE STREET””

+ + +

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748,

DUKE STREET

, alt.; Music: arr. John Hatton, d. 1793

Paul O. Manz

This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress and

Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI #11377824



Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie; Pastor Ali Rode; prayer assistant: Ella Puky; crucifer/acolyte:
Needed; lector: Larry Lippert; live streaming camera: Joe Barrett; soundboard: Bob Chernet; ushers: John
Simon, Mike Doyne, Jay Jacob, Larry Lippert, Jim Metze, Michael Thompson ; greeters: Susan Lakeman,
Dawn Schwartz; communion assistants: Barbara Baker, Rebecca Huang, A.J. Pridgen, Kimberly
Zimmerman; communion helper: Sandy Rach; tabulators: Karen Feezor, Dawn Schwartz; musicians: St.
Mark’s Summer Choir, Amy Woodall, directing; Tom Tolbert, guest organist

Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Larry Dagenhart, Jr.; crucifer/acolyte: Needed; lector: Andrea
Long; live streaming camera: Charles Lakeman; soundboard: Kevin Feezor; ushers: Team A; greeters: Neil
& Charlotte Dixon, Ted Seman, David Thomason; communion assistants: Lisa Barnette, Bonnie Eckerd,
Karen & Kevin Feezor; communion helper: Karen Covington; tabulators: Charles Lakeman, Susan League
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From the pastor - Worship and Congregational Life

“For just as the body is one and has many Today:

members, and all the members of the body, though - aftar Flowers today are given in celebration of
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” (1 Corinthi-  pichael and Tara Thompson's 30th wedding

ans 12:12) anniversary.

During the "Time after Pentecost,” we celebrate Summer Worship Schedule: Thank you for joining us
fhe friune God who enlivens, encourages and today. Summer worship in August is at 9:30 am. We
sends the church info mission in the world. The will return to two services at 8:30 & 10:30 am on 9/6.
church is not a building, but rather, a congregation

of people gathered and sent into the world by Godly Play Today: After the Family Ministry Moment,

Jesus fo be living signs of God's steadfast love for all children and their parents may go to Godly Play

people. We are one body the church, and amid Sunday School in the Children’s Library.
the world’s brokenness, the church is called to be

God'’s transformative presence that overcomes Urban District Market Outing Today: See Pastor Al
barriers and divisions, proclaiming what God has for details. All are welcomel!

done for us. In the season after Pentecost, we

remember that God is steadfastly calling the Faith Forum will fake a summer break.

church to be a voice of unity, compassion, justice . )
and love. How is God calling you to use your gifts ~ This Week:
for Christ at St. Mark’s2 We have been clothed with Pastor Tim is away on vacation 8/17-30. In the case

Christ inI baptism to welcome, care for, and love all of a pastoral emergency please contact Pastor Ali
people! Rode, 937-499-4704; St. Mark's Council President,
Tom Puky, 980-225-3084, or the church office 704-

In the life of the Spirit,
! P 375-9185. Thank you.

Pastor Tim McKenzie

pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org soup Kitchen: Thursday 8/20
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The Ethnic Restaurant Group will visit another
nostalgic feature of “old Charlotte” eateries on
Tuesday, August 18, 2026, at 6:00 PM: Open
Kitchen. People who have dined at Open Kitchen
will fondly recall happy times at this familiar
location at 1318 West Morehead St (28208). Open
Kitchen is where the cheese has melted and
flooded plates for 74 years. Exira sauces are availa-
ble upon request. The protein content is substantial.
The flavors are heightened. This location caters to
customer satisfaction; with a long history of feeding
Charlotte-folks, they are veteran experts at
anticipating where “comfort” meets “filling” with
friendly, informal ambiance that makes clientele
feel "at home"” and not bankrupted when they
leave for home. The breads, salads, subs, pizzas,
parms, veal, meatballs, shrimp, chicken (including
livers), beef, pastas, and sauces will tempt you with
memories of childhood delights. Come one; come
alll All are welcome. RSVP to Tom & Judy Tolbert by
daybreak on the Monday before the dinner. We
look forward to greeting a large group for this
nostalgic culinary journey!

Theology on Tap will be held Thursday, August 20 at
7pm at Heist Brewery and Barrel Arts, 1030
Woodward Avenue, Charlotte. All are welcome.

Charlotte Area Lutheran Men’s Group Annual
Luncheon w/ a special guest speaker. On
Saturday, 8/22 at noon in the Fellowship Hall of
Christ Lutheran Church, Providence Road,
Charlotte, all practicing Lutheran men in the
Charlofte region are invited to attend a lunch and
general meeting of the Charlotte Area Lutheran
Men’'s Group (CALM). They will have a special
speaker, Captain Steeeve (real name Steve
Scheibner). He is a retired American Airlines Boeing
777 captain, a former US Navy P-3 Orion pilot and a
popular social media educator who shares his in-
sights about aviation with millions of followers on his
webpage. The lunch and speaker will cost $15 per
aftendee. Please contact Jim Metze or Mike
Doyne with questions or fo make a reservation.
DEADLINE IS AUGUST 17, 2024. Hope to see you
there.

The St. Mark's Book Group will meet on Thursday,
August 27, at 10 am in the large conference room
and via Zoom. Our selection this month is The
Tobacco Wives by Adele Meyers. This is an
historical fiction novel setin 1946 North Carolina,

where a young seamstress named Maddie Sykes
becomes entangled in the secrets of the powerful
Big Tobacco empire while navigating the societal
expectations of the post-World War Il South. The
Tobacco Wives explores themes such as societal
constraints and female empowerment, the
contrast between the opulent facade and hidden
realities of society, and the moral dilemma of
uncovering uncomfortable fruths. This should be a
fascinating study. All are welcome to join us. Please
contact Kay Sehorn or Judy Tolbert for more
information.

Summer Choir Please consider joining our "Summer
Choir" here at St. Mark's! During the months of July
and August, we gather for a brief rehearsal and
vocal warm-up at 9:00am in the music room #223.
Our choir music for these summer Sundays is
familiar and easy to prepare. Casual summer attire
is encouraged as we wear robes, and we enter
and exit the choir loft from the chancel with no
processing or recessing! Reach out to Les
Ackerman at les@saintmarkscharlotte.org for
details and allow us to prepare a music folder for
you! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises! Psalm
98

Help Wanted: | know you've heard it said, "the
harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few." Well,
the Lector Team needs some more members. |
make the schedule several months in advance, let
you know what your reading will be and it's easy to
fit around your schedule. Please think about joining
us to share God's Word. You can speak with me,
Meg Fielding, after church, call or email or leave
your name with the church office

Aid for Hurricane Helene Victims Thank you to all

g fOr your donations. If you would like to help,

: please hover your phone camera over the

% QR code to connect to the NC Synod's
website.

Thinking of joining S$t. Mark’s? Please see Pastor Tim
to set up a fime to talk. All people are welcome at
St. Mark’s!

St. Mark’s email list If you are not receiving emails
from St. Mark’s, we may not have your correct
email address. Please contact the church to let us
know. We send aft least 2 emaiils every week.
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Family Ministry stock the pantry for summer. Consider donating
Nursery: A fun-filled nursery, staffed by volunteers, is the following requested items (canned goods with
located downstairs. An usher is available to show  pop tabs greatly

you the way. Our safety protocols offer peace of appreciated) :

mind so you can worship without worry. *SpaghettiOs with or without meatballs

*Chef Boyardee Ravioli

Confirmation Class meets every other Sunday at «Peanut butter

2:30. *Canned peaches and pears in juice, no sugar
Stewardship added

Your pledge helps St. Mark’s ministries of worship, ~ *loW sodium canned vegetables

service and fellowship continue over the year. *whole grain cereals

Pledge cards are in the Gathering Place. An online  YoUr donations help our neightors!
pledge option is also available from our website, or

Kitch . Mark’ Kitchen i i
you may use the QR code. Thank you. Soup Kitchen 3 ark’s Soup Kifchen is serving

lunch in the Fellowship Hall every Thursday for our
You may use the QR code at left (hover your neighbors. If you would like to serve, please con-
® phone camera to connect) forimmediate  tact us. You may also support the Soup Kitchen
access o St. Mark’s website donation page. fhrough financial donations sent to the church, or
Pledges and donations for Altar Flowers may fhrough St. Mark’s online giving portal. Help us

" also be made using this code. share God's lovel

2026 Altar Flower Sponsorship If you would like to Announcements

please sign up on the calendar by the mailbox “Third Tradition”, 7 pm; Wednesday nights “Just the
room or confact the church office. Basics”, 7:30 pm; & Thursday nights “Not a Glum
. . . Lot”, 6:30 pm; “SLAA" meets in Room 106: Thursdays
I Minist
Social Ministry at 6:30 pm; Fridays women only at 6 pm & Saturday
NOURISH UP School’s out, Hungerisn't. Help us mornings 10:30 am.

SUNIVIER AT B2 SMORK'S

- JULY & AUGUST ONE SERVICE, 9:30 AM
. AUGUST 16 BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING
AND GODLY PLAY, 9:30 AM

FAMILY MINISTRY GATHERING, 11 AM
FALL SCHEDULE

- SEPTEMBER 6 8:30 AM AND 10:30 AM WORSHIP
TWO SERVICES RESUME

- SEPTEMBER 13 GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. SUNDAY [\
ANNUAL ELCA DAY OF SERVICE 4

SAINTMARKSCHARLOTTE.ORG
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Wusic Netey

"Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing" ELW 886 is the last hymn in our Evangelical Lutheran Worship (with
only the seven national songs to follow). The great English hymn writer Charles Wesley (1707-1788) wrote
over nine thousand hymns and poems, with this one being one of the ten included in our hymnal.
Charles is the brother of John Wesley (1703-1791) the founder of Methodism. Charles wrote this hymn in
1739, on the anniversary of his conversion experience. It is possible he was influenced by Johann
Mentzler (1658-1734), a Lutheran pastor, who penned "Oh, That | Had a Thousand Voices" ELW 833, or his
Moravian friend Peter Bohler (1712-1775) who said to Charles: "Had | a thousand tongues, | would praise
Him (Christ) with them all." Charles wrote eighteen stanzas for this hymn, but only six are included in our
hymnall The tune AZMON was arranged by Lowell Mason from a melody by Carl Glaser (1784-1829) and
is named for a biblical place referenced in Numbers 34:4-5, and Joshua 15:4.

"Jesus Shall Reign" ELW 434 This is one of more than 600 hymns written by Isaac Watts (1674-1748), who is
often referred to as the father of English hymnnody. Written in 1719 as a paraphrase of Psalm 72, it is one
of the earliest hymns written with a missionary emphasis, and a fine example of Christianizing the psalms,
with Watts' paraphrase clearly indicating that the "King" in the psalm was Christ. The tune DUKE STREET
was composed by English Presbyterian John Hatton (d. 1793), who lived on Duke Street in St. Helen's in
the township of Windle, Lancaster (or Lancashire).

"Healer of Our Every IlI" ELW 612 American composer and author Marty Haugen (b. 1950) wrote both
the text and tune HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL for this hymn. It was written in January 1986, at Holden
Village in the Cascade Mountains of Washington State, as an expression of grief upon learning of the
crash of the space shuttle Challenger. Haugen writes: "there was no expectation that the song would
have a life beyond the winter community gathered there," Haugen believes it "survives in part because
a single community used it repeatedly and shaped it over time.”

Thiy Week: From The Litheran Church Callocn,

August 20, Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux (1090-1153)
Bernard was a Cistercian monk who became an abbot of great spiritual depth. He was a mystical writer
deeply devoted to the humanity of Christ who emphasized the inner experience of prayer and
contemplation. He was critical of one of the foremost theologians of the day, Peter Abelard, because
he believed Abelard’s approach to faith was too rational and did not provide sufficient room for
mystery. Bernard’s devotional writings are still read today. His sermon on the Song of Solomon treats the
Old Testament book as an allegory of Christ's love for humanity. Bernard wrote several hymns that are
sfill sung tfoday in franslation, including “Jesus, the Very Thought of You” (ELW 754).

Adapted from Sundays and Seasons
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St. Mark’s Prayer List

Mary Lou Hopp, Allen Wood, Rochelle Dagenhart, James Watson, Sarah East, Phaedra & Scott Snow, Bill
Bowden, Harry Kendrick, Kendal Turner, Janice Darnell, Pastor Glen Sea, Mark Barbee, Mark Thornton, Polly
Needham, Tom Tolbert, Samuel Davis, Bolb Roach, Dale Hopp, Bill Coppedge, Marcia Newlin, Silvia Puky,
Ashlyn Bordelon, Betsy League, Carmelita Harris, Lucille Johnson, Marilyn Stevens, Satoko Yamada, Ross
Boheler, Charlene Oppermann, Elaine Ketner Sherman, Gene Ellington, Tanner & Christopher Shirley, Eileen
Dunlap, Dannye & Bonnie Bragdon, Mindy Curley, Louisa & Oakley Coburn, Roxi Tolbert, Bill Schwartz, Arlene
Fielding, David Kutscher, Danielle Clausen, Joseph Tolbert, and Jay Harbinson.

Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests (pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org)

Readings for 8/23/2026 Birthdays

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost/ 8/16 Mary Anna Summer
Lectionary 20 8/16 Kay Finlon

Psalm 138 8/17 Carlene Schock
Matthew 16:13-20 8/18 Heidi Holzinger

8/19 Vera Ofterstadt
8/22 Doug Milheim

Do you feel like you are in crisise In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for | am with you; do not be
@ dismayed for | am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love and comfort
STEPHEN foryouin times of trial. If you would like to confidentially speak to a Stephen Minister, please

contact Pastor Tim (pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org)

Owy Miiserny

All the people of God at $t. Mark’s

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor
pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org

Rev. Alexandra Joy Rode
pastorali@saintmarkscharlotte.org

Lester Ackerman,
Director of Music Ministry, Organist
les@saintmarkscharlotte.org

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator
admin@saintmarkscharlotte.org

Tiffanie Harper, Finance Administrator
finance@saintmarkscharlotte.org

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207 | saintmarkscharlotte.org | 704.375.9185 14



