
   

 

JULY 26, 2026 
THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST / LECTIONARY 17 

9:30 AM THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

In today's gospel, Jesus tells five parables about the kingdom of  heaven as a mustard seed, yeast, hidden treasure, a pearl, 
and a net cast into the sea. These images reveal to us the reign of  the kingdom God searching our hearts, always alive in us. 
This is the God who, as Paul writes, helps us in our weakness, always conforming us to the image of  Christ. No matter 
where you are on your journey, nothing can separate you from the love of  God in Christ Jesus! 
 

GATHERING 
 

The congregation is invited to join in the Bold responses. 
 

Prelude                                   “Improvisation on ‘Be Thou My Vision’”     Traditional Irish tune SLANE 
Setting for piano by Bob Kauflin 

 

The congregation stands as the cross is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

Gathering Song                        “Gather Us In” ELW 532 stanzas 1, 2, & 3                       GATHER US IN 
Text & Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

ST. MARK’S  
LUTHERAN CHURCH  
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Please be seated. 
 

Welcome                                                                                                         Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of  the cross, the sign that is  
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

The congregation may kneel or sit for the Confession. Silence is kept for reflection.  
Compassionate God,  
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace, 
In Christ’s name we pray. 
Amen.  
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary  
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of  God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
Amen.  
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ , the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Please stand as able. 
 

Kyrie                                         “As the Deer” from Worship & Praise                                 AS THE DEER 
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Prayer of the Day                                                    
Let us pray. Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of  your Son you bring us 
into your kingdom of  justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life 
that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Family Ministry Moment                    Pastor Alexandra Rode 
 

WORD 
 

Reading  Romans 8:26-39                                                           Karen Feezor, lector 
 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes[a] with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what 
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 We 
know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also 
called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 31 What 
then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his 
own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will 
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, 
or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or 
peril or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as 
sheep to be slaughtered” 37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved 
us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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Please stand as able. 
 

The Holy Gospel Matthew 13:31-32, 44-52 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone 
took and sowed in his field; 32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of 
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 44 “The 
kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he 
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in 
search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every 
kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the 
bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 
righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe 
who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of 
his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon                                                “The God who searches our hearts”              Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 

Please stand as able.  
 

Song                              “In the Bulb There Is a Flower” from Lift Up Your Hearts                   PROMISE 
Text & Music: © 1986 Hope Publishing Co. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
Together, let us confess our faith in the words of  the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of  the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of  the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  saints, the forgiveness 
of  sins, the resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Please be seated.  
 

Prayers of Intercession                                                                   Charles Lakeman, prayer assistant 
The congregation may kneel or sit for the prayers. 
 

Trusting in God’s love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of  creation. A 
brief  silence. 
 

Loving God, we pray for those who walk through our city forgotten, ignored, or actively turned away, for 
those who feel unwelcome in society, and especially for those who have felt excluded by the Church itself. 
Forgive us, Lord, when we build walls instead of  opening doors. Challenge this congregation to offer a 
radical, unconditional welcome that reflects your grace. Grant us the courage to dismantle our prejudices, 
stretch our hospitality beyond our comfortable circles, and ensure that all who enter this place—or cross 
our paths—know that they are loved, and fully home in your kingdom. God of  grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of  peace, you search the heart and know each person, from the greatest to the least. Search the 
hearts of  the leaders of  all nations, renewing in them with the treasure of  your kingdom, a treasure not 
of  gold or silver, but a treasure of  great value —the peace, justice, and compassion of  your Son Jesus 
Christ. God of  grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

In your time, Creator God, this world was put in place, and in your time became beautiful, through the 
craftsmanship of  your love. Whenever we look at a sunrise, a landscape or a tiny child, remind us, O 
God, that this is your creation. Forgive our ingratitude, the spiritual blindness that prevents us from 
appreciating the wonder that is this world and that leads to our exploiting it. Forgive us for taking without 
giving, for reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to praise and our hands to share. May 
we tread lightly so that future generations may not have to contend with the consequences of  our selfish 
destruction but will experience the wonder and beauty of  your perfect creation. God of  grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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God of  love, neither affliction, distress, or illness will separate us from your love. Bless and heal all who 
call upon you and grant the treasure of  the kingdom to the dying. Surround our loved ones with your 
healing and peace, especially: Bonnie Eckerd, Allen Wood, Rochelle Dagenhart, Bibba Whitener, James 
Watson, Sarah East, Phaedra & Scott Snow, Bill Bowden, Harry Kendrick, Kendal Turner, Janice Darnell, 
Pastor Glen Sea, Mark Barbee, Polly Needham, Mark Thornton, Tom Tolbert, Samuel Davis, Bob Roach, 
Dale Hopp, Bill Coppedge, Marcia Newlin, Silvia Puky, Ashlyn Bordelon, Betsy League, Carmelita Harris, 
Lucille Johnson, Marilyn Stevens, Satoko Yamada, Ross Boheler, Charlene Oppermann, Elaine Ketner 
Sherman, Gene Ellington, Tanner & Christopher Shirley, Eileen Dunlap, Bonnie & Dannye Olin 
Bragdon, Mindy Curley, Louisa & Oakley Coburn, Roxi Tolbert, Bill Schwartz, Arlene Fielding, David 
Kutscher, Danielle Clausen, Joseph Tolbert, and Jay Harbinson. God of  grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious and living God, in your infinite wisdom you created us for relationship—with you, and with one 
another. We give you thanks that through your Son, Jesus Christ, you have claimed us as your children and 
gathered us into the life of  the Church. Today, we lift our hearts in deep gratitude for the blessing of  our 
Family Ministry. We praise you for the rich tapestry of  generations in this congregation: for the energy 
and wonder of  our children, the passion and seeking of  our youth, the wisdom of  our elders, and the care 
of  all families. Help us to grow in unity as a community in Christ to be a beacon of  hope, showing a 
divided world how to live together in peace, reconciliation, and selfless love. God of  grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Eternal Father, as you called and predestined the saints to be conformed to the image of  your Son, so call 
us to lives of  faithful service, confident in the knowledge that neither life nor death, nor things present, 
nor things to come, will be able to separate us from your love; and at the end of  the age, may we be 
counted among your disciples in the kingdom of  heaven. God of  grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, 
through the abundant grace of  Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

Peace                                                              (Please stand as able, sharing the peace of  the risen Christ.) 
The peace of  Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING                                                     (Offerings for the mission of  the church are gathered by the ushers.) 
 

Anthem                                                “Seek and You Will Find”                                        Natalie Sleeth 
Setting for choir by Robert Lau 

 

Seek, and you will find; knock and the door will be open’d; ask, and you will receive, for such is the way of the Lord. Who 
knows in truth what the Lord can do? If you believe, great happiness will come to you. Seek, and you will find; knock and 
the door will be open’d; ask, and you will receive, for such is the way of the Lord. 
 

Please stand as able. 
 

Offertory                                                                                      (The offering is brought forward by the ushers) 
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                                “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW 885         OLD HUNDREDTH 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt. 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: 
 praise God, all creatures here below; 
 praise God above, ye heav’nly host; 
 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Offering Prayer    
Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of  our hearts. Help us take heart in you and 
share freely of  your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of  Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Holy Communion       
 

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken) 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
Holy God, you alone are holy,  
you alone are God. 
 

The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 
within each cell; with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
 

Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; by night and day; 
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his love for us on the way, 
at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; through the world. 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   (Contemporary) 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation 
The gifts of  God for the people of  God. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Distribution  
Holy Communion is offered continuously at the Lord’s table and at the high altar. Please follow the ushers’ prompts, 
walking forward to the desired communion station and returning via the side aisles. On the 1st and 3rd Sundays of  the 
month, distribution is by wafers and small cups, and on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of  the month distribution is by 
intinction.  
 

Communion Hymn         “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” from With One Voice              LAFFERTY 
Text : st. 1, Matt. 6:33, adapt. Karen Lafferty, b. 1948; st. 2, Matt. 7:7; st. 3, Matt. 4:4  

Music: Karen Lafferty, b. 1948 ; St. 1 & Music © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. The Copyright Co. 
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Communion Music                               “How Great Thou Art”                                   Swedish folk tune 
Jack Richardson, tenor 

 

Please stand as able. 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Prayer            
Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of  bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of  your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you 
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of  Jesus, through the Spirit, who nourishes us now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

SENDING 
 

Farewell and Godspeed for Jack Richardson 
The pastor invites Jack Richardson to come forward, and says, 
 

Jack Richardson is leaving our congregation to begin graduate school studies at Georgia Southern 
University in the Savannah Voice Festival Assistantship Program. We wish to bid him farewell and 
Godspeed. Jack has been a steadfast friend of  St. Mark’s, singing weekly, often at both services, in our 
church choir, and leading worship as a cantor and soloist. Our worship and music life has been enriched 
and blessed by his voice and by his gentle and loving spirit. 
 

The pastor continues, 
Jack, in Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you a member of  his Church. When 
you came to this congregation we rejoiced to receive you into the fellowship of  the gospel. In this 
community of  faith you have heard the proclamation of  God’s Word, which reveals God’s loving purpose 
for you and for all creation. You have been nourished by Christ and called to witness to the gospel. God 
has blessed you in this fellowship, and God has blessed us through you. We encourage you to continue to 
share God’s gifts present in you in a new life chapter in graduate school. In the years ahead, may God 
continue to bless your musical gifts, giving joy to others. I ask that you remember us in prayer as fellow 
believers with you in God’s kingdom. 
 

Let us pray. Eternal God, we thank you for Jack Richardson and for our life together in this congregation 
and community of  faith. As Jack has been a blessing to us, so now send him forth to be a blessing to 
others. Protect him from all evil and harm, and increase in him faith, hope, and love. May your light of  
grace always shine through him wherever life takes him; this we pray, in the name of  Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior. 
Amen. 
 

Please stand as able. 
 

SENDING BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,  
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
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Sending Song                              “Be Thou My Vision” ELW 793                                               SLANE 
Text Irish, 8th cen.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931; Music: Irish traditional 

 

DISMISSAL     
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Worship has ended. You are free to depart or you may remain for the postlude. 
 

Postlude               “Chorale Prelude on ‘Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow’”    
Johann Pachelbel 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 
 

This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress 
and Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI #11377824  
 

Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie; Pastor Ali Rode; prayer assistant: Charles Lakeman; crucifer/
acolyte: Michael Huang; lector: Meg Fielding; live streaming camera: Ron Wenzel; soundboard: Kevin 
Feezor; ushers: Larry Dagenhart, Jr., Alan Harms, Dale Hopp, Sally McCauley; greeters: Eddie & Carol 
Goodall, Patrick & Rebecca Huang; communion assistants: Lisa Barnette, John Simon, Karen & Kevin 
Feezor; communion helper: Karen Covington; tabulators: Meg Fielding, Doug Milheim, Dawn Schwartz; 
musicians: St. Mark’s Summer Choir, Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry and Organist 
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Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Dave Dunlap; crucifer/acolyte: Michael Lakeman; lector: Kay 
Finlon; live streaming camera: Ron Wenzel; soundboard: Neil Dixon; ushers: Team C; greeters: Dale & 
Mary Lou Hopp, Jay Jacob; communion assistants: Charles & Susan Lakeman, Andra Long, A.J. Pridgen; 
communion helper: Chris Miller; tabulators: Kevin Feezor, Joe Barrett  
 

 

 
From the pastor -  
 

“For just as the body is one and has many  
members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” (1 
Corinthians 12:12) 
 

During the “Time after Pentecost,” we celebrate 
the triune God who enlivens, encourages and 
sends the church into mission in the world. The 
church is not a building, but rather, a congregation 
of people gathered and sent into the world by  
Jesus to be living signs of God’s steadfast love for 
all people. We are one body the church, and amid 
the world’s brokenness, the church is called to be 
God’s transformative presence that overcomes 
barriers and divisions, proclaiming what God has 
done for us. During the Time after Pentecost, we 
remember that God is steadfastly calling the 
church to be a voice of unity, compassion, justice 
and love. How is God calling you to use your gifts 
for Christ at St. Mark’s? We have been clothed with 
Christ in baptism to welcome, care for, and love all  
people! 
 

In the life of the Spirit, 
Pastor Tim McKenzie 
pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org 
 
 

Worship and Congregational Life 
 

Today: 
 

Summer Worship Schedule: Thank you for joining us 
today. Summer worship in July and August is at 9:30 
am. We will return to two services at 8:30 & 10:30 

am on 9/6. 
 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given by the Puky family 
in honor of all the victims who have lost their life in 
the Venezuelan earthquakes, especially the  
children. 
 

Today: Farewell and Godspeed for Jack  
Richardson. We send him with our gratitude and 
God’s blessing. 
 

Adult VBS Today: Please stay for this year’s Adult 
VBS. We will gather in the Sanctuary following to-
day’s service. Theme: “The Anxious Generation”  
(lunch is provided). 
 

Faith Forum will take a summer break during July & 
August. 
 

This Week: 
 

Soup Kitchen: Thursday 7/30 
 

Family Ministry Children’s VBS 8/1, 10am-1pm, 
lunch provided.  
 

Next Week: 
 

Men’s Group Meeting Saturday, 8/8 Join us for  
coffee at 9 am, followed by our street clean up. 
 

Summer Choir Please consider joining our "Summer 
Choir" here at St. Mark's! During the months of July 
and August, we gather for a brief rehearsal and 
vocal warm-up at 9:00am in the music room #223. 
Our choir music for these summer Sundays is  
familiar and easy to prepare. Casual summer attire 
is encouraged as we wear robes, and we enter the 
exit the choir loft from the chancel with no  
processing or recessing! Reach out to Les  
Ackerman at les@saintmarkscharlotte.org for de-
tails and allow us to prepare a music folder for you! 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break 
forth into joyous song and sing praises! Psalm 98  
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Aid for Hurricane Helene Victims If you would 
like to help, please see the NC Synod's web-
site using the QR code. 

 

Thinking of joining St. Mark’s? Please see Pastor Tim 
to set up a time to talk. All  
people are welcome at St. Mark’s! 
 

St. Mark’s email list If you are not  
receiving emails from St. Mark’s, we may not have 
your correct email address. Please contact the 
church to let us know. We send at least 2 emails 
every week. 
 

Family Ministry 
Nursery: A fun-filled nursery, staffed by volunteers, is 
located downstairs. An usher is available to show 
you the way. Our safety protocols offer peace of 
mind so you can worship without worry.  
 

Confirmation Class meets every other Sunday at 
9:30. 
 

Stewardship  
Your pledge helps St. Mark’s ministries of worship, 
service and fellowship continue over the year. 
Pledge cards are in the Gathering Place. An online 
pledge option is also available from our website, or 
you may use the QR code. Thank you. 
 

You may use the QR code at left (hover your phone 
camera to connect) for immediate access 
to St. Mark’s website donation page. Pledg-
es and donations for Altar Flowers may also 
be made using this code. 

Social Ministry 
NOURISH UP School’s out, Hunger isn’t. Help us stock 
the pantry for summer. Consider donating the  
following requested items (canned goods with pop 
tabs greatly  
appreciated) : 
•SpaghettiOs with or without meatballs 
•Chef Boyardee Ravioli 
•Peanut butter 
•Canned peaches and pears in juice, no sugar 
added 
•low sodium canned vegetables 
•whole grain cereals 
Your donations help our neighbors! 
 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen is serving 
lunch in the Fellowship Hall every Thursday for our 
neighbors. If you would like to serve, please contact 
us. You may also support the Soup Kitchen through 
financial donations sent to the church, or through 
St. Mark’s online giving portal. Help us share God's 
love! 
 

Announcements 
AA meets in the Fellowship Hall: Monday nights 
“Third Tradition”, 7 pm; Wednesday nights “Just the 
Basics”, 7:30 pm; & Thursday nights “Not a Glum 
Lot”, 6:30 pm; “SLAA” meets in Room 106: Thursdays 
at 6:30 pm; Fridays women only at 6 pm & Saturday 
mornings 10:30 am. 
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"Gather Us In" ELW 532 Marty Haugen (b. 1950), American composer of liturgical music, wrote this hymn 
in 1979 where he credits his inspiration to the hymn "What Is This Place" ELW 524 by Dutch author Huub 
Oosterhuis. Paul Westermeyer writes: "with the influence of Oosterhuis, Haugen's hymn celebrates an  
incarnational understanding of God's presence in a physical place where people with flesh and bone 
come together in welcome. The community of faith gathers to sing around word, water, bread, and 
wine. It prays that the fire of God's love will fashion it into hearts that are meek and courageous, and 
lives that are holy and true." The tune GATHER US IN, written by Marty Haugen, was composed for his 
text.  
 
"Be Thou My Vision" ELW 793 This anonymous Irish hymn dates to the eighth century. It was translated in 
1905 by Mary E Byrne (1880-1931) and then versed by Eleanor H. Hull (1860-1935) published in Poem-Book 
of the Gael (London, 1912). This text is a personal prayer for the vision of God throughout life, as we 
acknowledge God to be "my light...my treasure...my power...Ruler of all." This hymn was first joined to the 
Irish folk tune SLANE in the Irish Church Hymnal (Dublin, 1919), named for the hill where Saint Patrick is 
supposed to have defied the king by lighting the new fire at the Easter Vigil.  
 
"Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God" This popular hymn is not included in our Evangelical Lutheran  
Worship, but does appear in a number of supplemental collections, including This Far by Faith 
(Minneapolis, 1999) and With One Voice (Minneapolis, 1995). Karen Lafferty (b. 1948), an American 
composer, musician and recording artist, is the writer of the first stanza, as well as composer of the tune  
LAFFERTY. She is the founder and director of Musicians for Missions, an international ministry based in  
Amsterdam. Seek Ye First was written in 1971, inspired by a bible study on Matthew 6:33. She describes it 
as "a song in which people can put God's desire for their lives above their own." The second stanza is 
based on Matthew 7:7 and was included in Songs for Celebration, 1980.  
 

 
July 28, Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750); Heinrich Schütz (1585-1672); George Frederick Handel 
(1685-1759), musicians 
These three composers have done much to enrich the worship life of the church. J.S. Bach drew on the 
Lutheran tradition of hymnody and wrote about two hundred cantatas, including at least two for each 
Sunday and festival day in the Lutheran calendar of his day. George Frederick Handel was not primarily 
a church musician, but his great work Messiah is a musical proclamation of the scriptures. Heinrich 
Schütz wrote choral settings of biblical texts and paid special attention to ways his composition would 
underscore the meanings of the words. 
 
July 29, Mary, Martha and Lazarus of Bethany 
Mary and Martha are remembered for the devotion and hospitality they offered Jesus in their home.  
Following the characterization drawn by Luke, Martha represents the active life, while Mary represents 
the contemplative. Lazarus, Mary’s and Martha’s brother, was raised from the dead by Jesus as a sign of 
the eternal life he offers to all believers. It was at Lazarus’ tomb that Jesus wept for love of his friend. 
 
Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030  
Sunday, July 29, 2018  
Considered the patron saint of Norway, Olaf went from a life of piracy in the Baltic and Norway to being 
baptized a Christian in Rouen. He returned to Norway, and succeeded his father as king, making  
Christianity the religion of his realm. He revised the laws of the nation and tried to administer them 
 impartially, eliminating corruption and bribery. His reforms angered the aristocracy and he was driven 
from his kingdom. Supported by Sweden in battle, he was killed trying to regain his kingdom.  
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St. Mark’s Prayer List 
Allen Wood, Rochelle Dagenhart, Elizabeth (Bibba) Whitener, James Watson, Sarah East, Phaedra & 
Scott Snow, Bill Bowden, Harry Kendrick, Kendal Turner, Janice Darnell, Pastor Glen Sea, Mark Barbee, 
Mark Thornton, Polly Needham, Tom Tolbert, Samuel Davis, Bob Roach, Dale Hopp, Bill Coppedge,  
Marcia Newlin, Silvia Puky, Ashlyn Bordelon, Betsy League, Carmelita Harris, Lucille Johnson, Marilyn  
Stevens, Satoko Yamada, Ross Boheler, Charlene Oppermann, Elaine Ketner Sherman, Gene Ellington, 
Tanner & Christopher Shirley, Eileen Dunlap, Dannye & Bonnie Bragdon, Mindy Curley, Louisa & Oakley 
Coburn, Roxi Tolbert, Bill Schwartz, Arlene Fielding, David Kutscher, Danielle Clausen, Joseph Tolbert, and 
Jay Harbinson. 
Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests (pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org) 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org 

 

Rev. Alexandra Joy Rode 
pastorali@saintmarkscharlotte.org 

 

Lester Ackerman,  
Director of Music Ministry, Organist 

les@saintmarkscharlotte.org 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
admin@saintmarkscharlotte.org 

 

Tiffanie Harper, Finance Administrator 
finance@saintmarkscharlotte.org 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |   saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

Readings for 8/2/26 Tenth 
Sunday after Pentecost,  
Lectionary 18 
Isaiah 55:1-5 
Matthew 14:13-21 

Birthdays 
7/27 Gretchen Payne 
7/28 Ingrid Chernet 
8/1 Helen Howard 
8/1 Andrew Puky 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do not be dis-
mayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love and comfort for 
you in times of trial. If you would like to confidentially speak to a Stephen Minister, please con-
tact Pastor Tim (pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org)  


