7.26.2026 Pentecost 9 Pastor Timothy McKenzie
Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

“The God who searches our hearts”
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Today’s readings speak to the concerns of the world in which we live. Despite division,
hatred, and war, Paul reminds us, “the Spirit helps us in our weakness for we do not know
how to pray as we ought.” When we are feeling weak, anxious, or overwhelmed, the Holy
Spirit searches our hearts and prays for us. God is always “updating our system software,” so
to speak, quietly interceding in our hearts and minds giving us divine updates of grace, hope
and inspiration that renew us.

Long ago I learned to pray, “O Lord, suss me out when I am in doubt.” Daily may you also
pray, “O Lord, search me out. When I am in doubt, grant me your grace.” Paul is keen that
we hear this good news in our anxiety and powerlessness. He writes, “For I am convinced
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

I am feeling Paul’s words today because the reality of this world — of anxiety and death, of
rulers and governments, of the powers of this age with its rage, cause us to be anxious about
the future. These powers seek to separate us from faith in God’s love for all people. I am
feeling Paul’s words today in a world where governments find themselves incapable of
sitting down to create peace; a world where we are incapable of not bombing one another; a
world that uses war as a bargaining chip for a peace that never comes and never lasts. I am
feeling Paul’s words today because we seem incapable of praying for peace and for our
enemies. Paul reminds us that nothing can separate us, or our enemies, from the love of God
in Christ Jesus.

In Holy Baptism each of us become inheritors of the kingdom when we put on Christ.
When we turn to him in prayer, when we act as peacemakers, when we care for the poor, feed
the hungry and serve our neighbor, we bridge our separation through the Spirit interceding
for us. My prayer for this generation is, “O Lord, search us out.”

In five brief parables, Jesus searches us out describing a God who shares the kingdom with
us. These are parables of hope, because God is actively growing within us like a small seed,
yeast, and treasure hidden within us — God’s kingdom is like a net drawing us to God.

In the parable of the mustard seed, notice that only one seed is planted. The Sower didn’t

take a handful of seeds; rather, the kingdom of heaven is like one small, tiny seed, that



planted, grows into a great tree, a sanctuary and place of hope and peace. In Luke’s gospel
Jesus says it well, “The kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be observed, the
kingdom of God is within you” (Lk. 17:21).

We live in a world where smaller seems to be better. Our smartphones, smartwatches, and
computers are not as small as mustard seeds, yet we treat them as if they contain the kingdom
of heaven. Our devices receive updates from “the cloud,” which we metaphorically look up
to “toward heaven.” They wake us, inform us, and support us. We talk, Facetime, text, and
email with them; and yet, a tiny mustard seed reminds me that God is always in me, sending
kingdom updates that communicate with and transform me in ways no device ever can.

Through very small beginnings, the tiny seed of the kingdom has grown like a net into a
church of all nations covering the globe. Who needs the internet when you are already one in
Christ, connected by grace and faith with others? Christ’s body offers much needed hope to
all people in the world. How is the small mustard seed of the kingdom growing in you?

Every day, you are planted as a seed of the kingdom in this world!

The parable of yeast reminds us how God’s kingdom transforms everything it encounters.
When you mix flour, water and yeast, the yeast transforms these individual elements into a
new thing! The kingdom alive in you transforms you into spiritual bread to feed others. Yeast
bubbles and seethes; it expands; it is disruptive; it has the power to break through the top of a
wrapped bowl; it has the power to lift a lid off a dish in the oven. The yeast of the kingdom in
Jesus disrupts world. It ruptured imperial power that had divided people. The kingdom
continues to transform lives — the poor, the weak, and the outcast. Remember that the
kingdom, like yeast, is at work in you. Yeast is not an algorithm seeking to expand a market
share through you, to sell you something. The yeast of the kingdom searches your heart, to
inspire and transform you into spiritual bread — people who live for others.

The third parable of treasure hidden in a field causes me to ask, “Have you ever found something
of value that was hidden?” Living in Japan, we were close to the ocean and enjoyed beachcombing.
In addition to finding the odd coin, we picked up colorful shells, broken beach glass and pottery
shards — things of little monetary value, but things of beauty! The treasure of the kingdom hidden in
you is like this. It appears weak and broken, yet the One who was discarded and broken on the
cross, lives raised in you, healing your brokenness that you might heal others in their brokenness.

The parable of the pearl is about someone who, after years of searching, finds God’s kingdom,
and sells all they have. This is what we do when we discover Christ at the center of our lives,
everything we have possessed suddenly seems of little value compared to Christ. What are you

searching for in life? Friendship? Forgiveness? Faithfulness? Holiness? Peace? In letting go of your



anger, regrets, grudges, even the weightiness of earthly possessions, you will gain a friend in Jesus
who forgives you, is faithful to you, and who will make holy the life you live for others. Let go and
let Him into your life again.

The parable of the net is perhaps the hardest to understand. God’s kingdom is a net that will catch
us all in the end. No one will escape. The kingdom catches us all — the big fish and the small fry.
Notice that God will sit down and carefully judge us — separating us for the kingdom. With faith in
your heart, there is nothing to fear: love God and serve your neighbor and let God judge you with
love. The net of the kingdom is inclusive. In Jesus, God has already begun casting the net. Jesus
casts the net, eating with sinners, welcoming the poor, healing the sick, forgiving the criminal. He
welcomes you. We are a church that casts a net of welcome for all people. There will be a
judgement, but it is not us for us to judge. That is God’s work.

The kingdom that Jesus describes is, of course, larger than the church, yet we point to God’s
kingdom that includes all nations and people. Serving as a missionary in Japan, I had the privilege
of teaching Japanese religious and political history. During the Second World War, the Japanese
imperial government tried to create a nationalist Christian church by forcing all Protestant church
bodies to merge under government control. The imperial government even tried change the
Apostles’ Creed, removing the words about Jesus as the one who will “come to judge the living and
the dead.” There have always been governments and leaders that cannot accept the idea, whether by
history or by God, that they will be judged. Yet Christians hidden in the imperial government,
hidden like a mustard seed, yeast, and treasure, quietly resisted this nationalist impulse and the
words of the Apostles’ Creed remained unchanged.

What are the quiet ways that the kingdom of heaven lives in you? God knows your heart and your
thoughts. Like a divine engine, God searches you out, seeking to transform and disrupt your life
with a kingdom of grace. The kingdom hidden in you will surprise you with grace.

Nothing can separate you from the original “inter-net” of divine love cast upon the world, linking
you with God and with all people.

Open you heart to him again. The world needs open hearts filled with the power of the kingdom.

Amen.



