JULY 19, 2026
THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST / LECTIONARY 16

9:30 AM THE HOLY EUCHARIST

ST. MARK'S

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Why does evil exist in the world? —it is an age-old guestion. In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus reveals that both

grow together in the world until the harvest of God’s kingdom. Panl, too, reminds us of this tension as we live between decay and
hope, longing for the day when creation will be freed from suffering. Jesus sows the good seed of the kingdonr in us so that we
might be a visible sign of God’s kingdom in this world, suffering with him that we might be transformed by him.

GATHERING

The congregation is invited to join in the Bold responses.

Prelude “Lied” (song) opus 32, from 24 Pieces in Free Style Louis Vierne
Tom Tolbert, organist
The congregation stands as the cross is carried into the sanctuary.
Gathering Song “Praise and Thanksgiving” ELW 689 BUNESSAN
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.; Music: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680
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1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s
4 Then will your bless-ing reach ev -’ry peo - ple, free -y con-
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liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of the
neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow-ing or till - ing, we would work
guid - ing teach us to  share one with an - oth - er, so that, re -
fess - ing your gra-cious hand. = Where you are reign - ing, nc one will
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or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly  bread.
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger;  your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.
Please be seated.
Welcome

Pastor Timothy McKenzie



Confession and Forgiveness

Al may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, F one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
The congregation may kneel or sit for the Confession. Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace,

In Christ’s name we pray.

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ " , the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
Please stand as able.
Kyrie “As the Deer” from Worship & Praise
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you a - lone are my heart’s de - sire, and I long to wor-ship you.

AS THE DEER



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By
your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.

Family Ministry Moment Pastor Alexandra Rode
WORD

Reading Romans 8:12-25 Karen Feezor, lector

1250 then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 13 for if you
live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will
live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. !> For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abbal Father!” 10it is that
very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 7 and if children, then heirs: heirs of
God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him ,'81
consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed
to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, 2 for the creation
was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 2! that the
creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the
pains of labor, 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 2 For in hope we were saved. Now hope
that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 2> But if we hope for what we do not see,
we wait for it with patience.

The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Please stand as able.

The Holy Gospel Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

24 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed
good seed in his field, 2> but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat
and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And
the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where,
then, did these weeds come from?’ 26 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, “Then
do you want us to go and gather them?” 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot
the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell
the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my
barn.”” 36’ Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the
Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the
children of the evil one, 3 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and
the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the
age. 41'The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
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evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. 43'Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen.
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon “Saved by hope” Pastor Timothy McKenzie
Please stand as able.
Song “For the Fruit of All Creation” ELW 679 AR HYD Y NOS
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.; Music: . Day, Psaffer; 1562
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1 For the fruit of  all cre - a - tion, thanks be to  God.
2 In the just re - ward of la- bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir -it,  thanks be to  God.
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(y) | | ! [ \
Y 4V | N I | | N I | I 1N
P . I/ | | | | 13
A O e e o 1O
r*Trer =
fu - ture needs in earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in  the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to  God.

The Apostles’ Creed
Together, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles” Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.



Prayers of Intercession Andrew Puky, prayer assistant
The congregation may kneel or sit for the prayers.

Trusting in God’s love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. A brief
stlence.

God our Life, protect your church from the evil sown in the world. Where we are tempted to judge, restore us
to act with grace and hope; and amid life’s confusion and complexities, grant us vision to point to your life-
giving word amid the evil of this world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our Creator, the whole creation groans as it suffers together, awaiting the fulfillment of your kingdom.
As wheat and weeds growing together, enable us, and all people of good will, to work together to the end of
the age for a sustainable world where all your children might know the abundant life of your coming harvest.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our Kingdom, grant all people, governments, and leaders the patience and will to work for good in this
world where evil and suffering threaten to overtake us. Grant us all, as your children, ears to hear your voice in
one another, that instead of being afraid of difference, we might live together in creative tension with you for
peace and justice. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our Comforter, hear the cries of all who groan with pain in illness and suffering, and grant hope to the
sick and dying that they will see your glory. Bless, heal, and grant hope to our loved ones, especially: Allen
Wood, Rochelle Dagenhart, Bibba Whitener, James Watson, Sarah East, Phaedra & Scott Snow, Bill Bowden,
Harry Kendrick, Kendal Turner, Janice Darnell, Pastor Glen Sea, Mark Barbee, Polly Needham, Mark
Thornton, Tom Tolbert, Samuel Davis, Bob Roach, Dale Hopp, Bill Coppedge, Marcia Newlin, Silvia Puky,
Ashlyn Bordelon, Betsy League, Carmelita Harris, Lucille Johnson, Marilyn Stevens, Satoko Yamada, Ross
Boheler, Charlene Oppermann, Elaine Ketner Sherman, Gene Ellington, Tanner & Christopher Shirley,
Eileen Dunlap, Bonnie & Dannye Olin Bragdon, Mindy Cutley, Louisa & Oakley Coburn, Roxi Tolbert, Bill
Schwartz, Arlene Fielding, David Kutscher, Danielle Clausen, Joseph Tolbert, and Jay Harbinson. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

God our Justice, you alone are sovereign; you alone look upon the world with complete grace and mercy.
Grant unity to all Christians and people of other faiths everywhere, that through every language and prayer
spoken with faith and hope, your righteousness and justice might reign supreme as we battle evil every
moment of every day. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our Hope, in your Son Jesus, the kingdom of heaven has drawn near. Grant to us voices and lives that
point to your nearness in this world of suffering and decay, that as we await the redemption of our bodies, we
might use our lives, bodies and voices as signs of enduring hope to others, and at the last bring us with all
people into your kingdom. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through
the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.



Peace (Please stand as able, sharing the peace of the risen Christ.)
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
MEAL
Please be seated.
OFFERING (Offerings for the mission of the church are gathered by the ushers.)
Anthem “Prayer for Peace” based on the tune OLIVE

Setting for choir by David Cherwien

O God of love, O King of peace, matke wars throughout the world to cease; the wrath of nations now restrain. Give peace, O
God, give peace again. Remenber, Lord, thy works of old, the wonders that thy people told; remenmber not our sin’s dark stain.
Give peace, O God, give peace again! Whom shall we trust but thee, O Lord? Where rest but on thy faithful word? None ever
called on thee in vain. Give peace, O God, give peace again!

Please stand as able.
Offertory (The offering is brought forward by the ushers)
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW 885 OLD HUNDREDTH

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow:
praise God, all creatures here below;

praise God above, ye heav’nly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Offering Prayer

Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share
freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through
the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.

Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving (spoken)

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Eucharistic Prayer
Holy God, you alone are holy,
you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:

beyond the stars; beneath the sea;

within each cell; with every breath.
We praise you, O God.



Generations bless your faithfulness:

through the water; by night and day;

across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:

at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way,

at the table, and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:

in our gathering; within this meal;

among your people; through the world.
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God,
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit,

in your church, without end.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (Contemporary)

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation
The gifts of God for the people of God.

Please be seated.

Distribution

Holy Commnnion is offered continnonsly at the Lord’s table and at the high altar. Please follow the ushers’ prompts, walking
Sforward to the desired communion station and returning via the side aisles. On the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month,
distribution is by wafers and small cups, and on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of the month distribution is by intinction.



Communion Music

Welsh tune AR HYD Y NOS
Setting for organ by Wilbur Held

“As the Grains of Wheat” ELW 465 AS THE GRAINS

Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Music: Carlton R. Young, b. 1926’ T&M © 1996 Hope Publishing Co.

“Reflections on ‘For the Fruit of All Creation™

Communion Hymn

Refrain
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may we  share the pres - ence of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

Please stand as able.

Post-Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer
Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance
of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared

with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit, who nourishes us now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING

SENDING BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
*+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.
Amen.

“On What Has Now Been Sown” ELW 550 DARWALL’S 148TH

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; Music: John Darwall, 1731-1789

Sending Song
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Lord, and prayers re - ceive and to your word a bless-ing give.
you to heav’'n, our home.E’en so, A - men! Lord Je - sus, come!
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
Worship has ended. You are free to depart or you may remain for the postinde.
Postlude “Tuba Tune in D Major” op. 15 Craig Sellar Lang

+ + +

This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress and
Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI #11377824

Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie; Pastor Ali Rode; prayers assistant: Andrew Puky; crucifer/acolyte:
Palmer Stevenson; lector: Karen Feezor; live streaming camera: Joe Barrett; soundboard: John Brumbaugh;
ushers: Larry Dagenhart, Jr., Alan Harms, Dale Hopp, Sally McCauley; greeters: Gretchen Dodge, Evelyn
Gerdes; communion assistants: Rebecca Huang, Jay Jacob, Janice Miller, Virginia Molan; communion

helper: Sandy Rach; tabulators: Karen Feezor, Charles Lakeman; musicians: St. Mark’s Summer Choir, Tom
Tolbert, guest organist

Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Charles Lakeman; crucifer/acolyte: Needed; lector: Meg Fielding; live
streaming camera: Ron Wenzel; soundboard: Kevin Feezor; ushers: Team C; greeters: Eddie & Carol Goodall,
Patrick & Rebecca Huang; communion assistants: Lisa Barnette, Bonnie Eckerd, Karen & Kevin Feezor;
communion helper: Karen Covington; tabulators: Meg Fielding, Doug Milheim, Dawn Schwartz



Puish News

From the pastor -

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and
all the members of the body, though many, are one
body, so itis with Christ.” (1 Corinthians 12:12)

During the “Time after Pentecost,” we celebrate the
triune God who enlivens, encourages and sends the
church into mission in the world. The church is not a
building, but rather, a congregation of people gathered
and sent intfo the world by Jesus to be living signs of
God's steadfast love for all people. We are one body the
church, and amid the world’s brokenness, the church is
called to be God's transformative presence that
overcomes barriers and divisions, proclaiming what God
has done for us. During the Time after Pentecost, we
remember that God is steadfastly calling the church to
be a voice of unity, compassion, justice and love. How is
God calling you fo use your gifts for Christ at St. Mark’s?
We have been clothed with Christ in baptism to
welcome, care for, and love all people!

In the life of the Spirit,

Pastor Tim McKenzie

pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org

Coning Uy o SF. Mank

Worship and Congregational Life

Today:

Summer Worship Schedule: Thank you for joining us to-
day. Summer worship in July and August is at 9:30 am.
We will return to two services at 8:30 & 10:30 am on 9/6.

Today’s Altar Flowers are given by Pastor Tim & Mari
McKenzie with thanksgiving to God for thirty-two years of
marriage.

Guest organist: We give thanks to Tom Tolbert for being
our guest organist while Les Ackerman is away.

Godly Play Today: After the Family Ministry Moment, chil-
dren and their parents may go to Godly Play Sunday
School in the Children’s Library.

Side Quest Sunday 7/19 10:30-2:30 at Urban District
Market, NoDa. Everyone’s
welcomel!

Faith Forum will take a summer break during July &
August.

This Week:
Soup Kitchen: Thursday 7/16

The Ethnic Restaurant Group By popular request, the
Ethnic Restaurant Group will dine at Lang Van
Vietnamese Restaurant on July 21, 2026, at 6:00 PM. Lang
Van is located at 3019 Shamrock Drive, Charlotte NC

28215, very close to the intersection of Eastway and
Shamrock. The casual ambience at Lang Van is always
welcoming, and the staff is attentive to the most minute
detail of each customer’s meal. If you've never dined
there, please consider gathering with the group and
discover simple cuisine that is prepared with care and
delivered with concern for your safisfaction. This meal
can become one of the delights of your summer season.
All are welcome! RSVP by daybreak on the Monday
before our date. om & Judy Tolbert.

The St. Mark's Book Group will meet on Thursday, July 23,
2026, at 10 am in the large conference and via Zoom.
This month's selection is Starry Messenger: Cosmic
Perspectives on Civilization by Neil deGrasse Tyson. In his
usual brilliantly communicative style, Dr. Tyson walks us
through the scientific palette that sees and paints the
world differently. From insights on resolving globall
conflict to reminders of how precious life is, Tyson reveals
an array of brilliant and beautiful truths that apply fo us
all, informed and enlightened by knowledge of our
place in the universe. All are welcome to join us in this
provocative and informative study. Please contact Kay
Sehorn or Judy Tolbert for more information.

Next Week:

Upcoming Family Ministry: 7/26 Adult VBS, “The Anxious
Generation” (lunch provided).

Summer Choir Please consider joining our "Summer Choir"
here at St. Mark's! During the months of July and August,
we gather for a brief rehearsal and vocal warm-up at
9:00am in the music room #223. Our choir music for these
summer Sundays is familiar and easy to prepare. Casual
summer attire is encouraged as we wear robes, and we
enter the exit the choir loft from the chancel with no
processing or recessing! Reach out to Les Ackerman at
les@saintmarkscharlotte.org for details and allow us to
prepare a music folder for you! Make a joyful noise fo the
Lord, all the earth; break forth info joyous song and sing
praises! Psalm 98

® Aid for Hurricane Helene Victims If you would like to
¢ help, please see the NC Synod's website using the
QR code.

Thinking of joining S$t. Mark’s? Please see Pastor Tim to set
up a time to talk. All
people are welcome at St. Mark’s!

St. Mark’s email list If you are not receiving emails from St.
Mark’s, we may not have your correct email address.
Please contact the church to let us know. We send at
least 2 emails every week.

Family Ministry

Nursery: A fun-filled nursery, staffed by volunteers, is
located downstairs. An usher is available to show you the
way. Our safety protocols offer peace of mind so you
can worship without worry.
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Confirmation Class meefts every other Sunday at 9:30. ePeanut butter

*Canned peaches and pears in juice, no sugar added
elow sodium canned vegetables

ewhole grain cereals

Your donations help our neighbors!

Stewardship

Your pledge helps St. Mark’s ministries of

worship, service and fellowship continue over the year.
Pledge cards are in the Gathering Place. An online
pledge option is also available from our website, or you  Soup Kitchen St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen is serving lunch in
may use the QR code. Thank you. the Fellowship Hall every Thursday for our neighbors. If
you would like to serve, please contact us. You may also
support the Soup Kitchen through financial donations
sent to the church, or through St. Mark’s online giving
portal. Help us share God's love!

You may use the QR code at left (hover your

® phone camera fo connect) forimmediate access
gy to St. Mark’s website donation page. Pledges and
' donations for Altar Flowers may also be made us-
ing this code. Announcements
AA meets in the Fellowship Hall: Monday nights “Third
Tradition”, 7 pm; Wednesday nights “Just the Basics”,
7:30 pm; &
Thursday nights “Not a Glum Lot", 6:30 pm; “SLAA" meets
in Room 106: Thursdays at 6:30 pm; Fridays women only
at 6 pm & Saturday mornings 10:30 am.

Social Ministry

NOURISH UP School’s out, Hunger isn't. Help us stock the
pantry for summer. Consider donating the following
requested items (canned goods with pop tabs greatly
appreciated) :

*SpaghettiOs with or without meatballs

*Chef Boyardee Ravioli

SUMNMER AT B2 SMORK'S

« JULY & AUGUST ONE SERVICE, 9:30 AM
« JULY 19 & AUGUST 16 GODLY PLAY
- JULY 19 SIDE QUEST SUNDAY

10:30AM-12:30 PM
FOOD HALL/SPLASH PAD, URBAN DISTRICT MARKET NODA

« JULY 26 ADULT VBS, 10:30 AM-12:30 PM
LUNCH PROVIDED

- AUGUST 1 CHILDREN'’S VBS, 10AM-1PM
LUNCH PROVIDED

SAINTMARKSCHARLOTTE.ORG

11



Wusic Hefes

"For the Fruit of All Creation" ELW 679 This twentieth century hymn comes to us from the pen of British Methodist
minister and hymnologist Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000). He was encouraged to write a text on the theme of harvest
and Thanksgiving, with his original fitle "For the Fruits of His Creation". The hymn was published in the Methodist
Recorder, August 1970 with the heading "Harvest Hymn". American hymnologist Austin Lovelace writes: "This hymn
states several basic themes: thanks for the harvest of nature, a call to share with others and thus do God's will, and
thanks for the harvests of the Spirit: goodness, fruth and love." The fraditional Welsh melody AR HYD Y NOS ('the
livelong night") was first published for solo and harp variations in Musical and Poetical Relicks of the Welsh Bards
(1784).

"Praise and Thanksgiving" ELW 689 Albert Bayly (1901-1984) an English Congregational minister is the writer of this
hymn. It was first published in the Rodborough Hymnal (Gloucester, 1964). Bayly writes: "This was written to meet the
need for harvest thanksgiving hymns which remind us that we can thank God for his gifts rightly only if we are ready
to do his will by sharing those gifts with others, so they can rejoice with us." It begins with praise to God for good
gifts, turns to prayer for those who make harvest possible, and ends with sharing with one another. Bayly wrote this
hymn to be paired with the tune BUNESSAN, a Scottish tune from the nineteenth century. Bunessan is a place on
the Isle of Mull in Scottland. The fune BUNESSAN is paired with four different hymns in our Evangelical Lutheran

Worship, including "Baptized in Water", "This Is a Day, Lord, Gladly Awaited" and "Morning Has Broken".

Thiy Week: From The Litheran Chunch Caloecn,

July 22, Mary Magdalene, Apostle

The gospels report Mary Magdalene was one of the women of Galilee who followed Jesus. She was present at
Jesus’ crucifixion and his burial. When she went to the tomb on the first day of the week to anoint Jesus’ body, she
was the first person to whom the risen Lord appeared. She returned to the disciples with this news and has been
called “the apostle to the apostles” for her proclamation of the resurrection. Because John's gospel describes Mary
as weeping at the tomb, she is often portrayed in art with red eyes. Icons depict her standing by the tomb and
holding a bright red egg, a symbol of the resurrection.

July 23, Birgitta of Sweden, renewer of the church (¢.1303-1373)

Birgitta was married at age thirteen and had four daughters with her husband. She was a woman of some standing
who, in her early thirfies, served as the chief lady-in-waiting to the queen of Sweden. She was widowed at the age
of thirty-eight, shortly after she and her husband had made a religious pilgrimage. Following the death of her
husband, the religious dreams and visions that had begun in her youth occurred more regularly. Her devotional
commitments led her to give to the poor and needy all that she owned, and she began to live a more ascetic life.
She founded an order of monks and nuns, the Order of the Holy Savior (Brigittines), whose superior was a woman.
Today the Society of St. Birgitta (Societas Sanctce Birgittae) is a laypersons’ society that continues her work of prayer
and charity.

July 25, James, Apostle

James is one of the sons of Zebedee, and counted as one of the twelve disciples. Together with his brother John
they were nicknamed "sons of thunder.” The gospels Matthew and Mark describe this brashness in their request for
Jesus to grant them places of honor in the kingdom, and also in asking Jesus for permission to send down fire upon
a Samaritan village that had not welcomed them. James was the first of the Twelve to suffer martyrdom and is the
only apostle whose martyrdom is recorded in scripture (Acts 12:2). He is referred to as James the Elder to distinguish
him from James the Less, commemorated with Philip on May 1, and James of Jerusalem, commemorated on
October 23.
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St. Mark’s Prayer List

Allen Wood, Rochelle Dagenhart, Elizabeth (Bibba) Whitener, James Watson, Sarah East, Phaedra & Scoft
Snow, Bill Bowden, Harry Kendrick, Kendal Turner, Janice Darnell, Pastor Glen Sea, Mark Barbee, Mark
Thornton, Polly Needham, Tom Tolbert, Samuel Davis, Bob Roach, Dale Hopp, Bill Coppedge, Marcia Newlin,
Silvia Puky, Ashlyn Bordelon, Betsy League, Carmelita Harris, Lucille Johnson, Marilyn Stevens, Satoko Yamada,
Ross Boheler, Charlene Oppermann, Elaine Ketner Sherman, Gene Ellington, Tanner & Christopher Shirley,
Eileen Dunlap, Dannye & Bonnie Bragdon, Mindy Curley, Louisa & Oakley Coburn, Roxi Tolbert, Bill Schwartz,
Arlene Fielding, David Kutscher, Danielle Clausen, Joseph Tolbert, and Jay Harbinson.

Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests (pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org)

Readings for 7/26/26 Ninth Birthdays

Sunday after Pentecost, 7/19 Dave Dunlap
Lectionary 17 7/20 Larry Dagenhart, Sr.
Romans 8:26-39 7/20 Dawn Schwartz
Matthew 13:31-22, 44-52 7/23 Beverly Timm

7/24 Barbara Baker

Do you feel like you are in crisis¢ In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for | am with you; do not be dis-
@ mayed for | am your God."” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love and comfort for
: you in times of trial. If you would like to confidentially speak to a Stephen Minister, please contact
STEPHEN  pqastor Tim (pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org)

+ + *+

Owy Miisteny
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