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7.19.2026 Pentecost 8                                     Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
Romans 8:12-25; Matthew13:24-30, 36-43 

“Saved by hope” 
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
  If you are anything like me, today’s gospel is a tough one. With the “Parable of the Wheat 
and the Weeds,” Jesus hits us head-on about the state of the world. I can hear some thinking, 
“Pastor, stay out of the weeds in the Sunday sermon!” To which I answer, “When talking 
about God’s kingdom, our hearts, and the world – we are already in the weeds!”  
  Jesus describes the kingdom of heaven, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to someone who sowed good seed in his field, but while everybody was asleep an enemy came 
and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away.” Notice first, only pure wheat was 
originally sown in the field, reminding us of the creation story that God created everything, 
humans, animals – all that has life – declaring, “It is good.” Humanity was created in the 
image of God. Only after God created, did evil and sin enter the world.  
  This is significant because, though we struggle daily with evil, we must also remember we 
are created in the image of God. The Creator has freedom of will, and so you have been 
created with freedom of will. The Creator is love, and so you have been created to love. The 
Creator is compassionate, and so you have been created to be compassionate. God is not evil. 
God is not malicious. God is not hateful. Though we know the daily struggle of life among 
the weeds, God has sown goodness into every human heart.  

In today’s parable, Jesus is cautioning us not to separate what is evil from what is good. 
Jesus cautions us against ripping out and uprooting these things because we cannot see the 
roots of problems the way God sees them. Jesus is cautioning us that we are not God.  
This parable helps us think about the state of our hearts and the state of the world. If the 

field is the world, the world has two dimensions: personal and communal. On a personal 
level, the world is made up of individual people with hopes, dreams and problems. Together 
we live in community in cities and nations that also have hopes, dreams and problems. 

When we multiply these “hopes, dreams and problems” by billions of people globally, we 
begin to see the fullness of the problem of weeds among the wheat. We sense the utter 
entanglement of our human condition. We see competing ideologies and religions, competing 
ideas and markets, and we see competing nations that go to war to protect their fields, 
markets, and ideologies.  

If you were to take a new deck of cards, break the seal, and prepare for a game, the first 
thing you would do is shuffle the deck. What began as a new deck with all four suits in 
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perfect order and sequence is shuffled into disorder as the game begins. Like a new deck of 
cards, God’s creation existed in perfect order and harmony and evil did not exist. Tempted by 
evil, human beings using freedom of will, made choices that went against God’s created 
order, shuffling things, and playing games with God’s creation. 

Jesus is describing both an orderly world created by God and the evil always threatening 
God’s order with disorder sown into our hearts. To see the personal and communal state of 
the world, just open a news app or turn on the tv. Our dilemma is: How do we live as good 
wheat among the weeds? 

Helpful questions to meditate upon today might be: “What are the weeds that exist in my 
heart? What are the things I struggle with each day?” Some struggle with addictions to 
alcohol, drugs or a myriad of other things. Others struggle with greed, racism, or intolerance 
of others. Jesus is inviting us to look closely at the field that is within us.  

In contrast, another question to meditate upon might be: “What challenges have I 
overcome and what challenges am I helping others to overcome in their lives?” Jesus is 
trying to help us live in tension with the weeds and challenges of the world as children of 
God acting with love and compassion for others. 

If nothing else, this parable should encourage us not to judge others so quickly. History 
contains examples of individuals and governments that have sought to uproot and remove 
people from communities and nations – to cleanse the field so to speak; rather than finding 
ways to encourage us all to create systems and institutions that struggle with the diverse 
goodness of the world God has created. In cautioning us not to uproot the field, Jesus is 
recognizing our interconnectedness – that even our problems and struggles are 
interconnected to our communal future as human beings. 

Paul gets at this today writing, “When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs…if we 
in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.” Our future is also 
interconnected with God’s future. All people who cry out to God as “Abba! Father!” 
Christian and non-Christian are God’s beloved children. Another question for meditation: 
“How many suffering around the world today will call upon God as, “Abba, Father”? 

When we cease to see others as children of God, we cease to see them in their divinely 
created difference. We cease to see the divinely created complexity of God’s world. History 
is littered with attempts to silence, uproot, and kill others because they are seen as different. 
In seeking to uproot difference, to “cleanse” the field, we misidentify God’s created diversity 
as evil while ignoring the weeds of evil in our own hearts. 
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Perhaps you are familiar with Elie Wiesel’s book titled, Night, set in a German 
concentration camp during the Second World War. The narrator describes the execution of 
two adult Jewish men and a boy by the SS, and how the men died quickly but the boy 
struggled half an hour. Witnessing this, someone in the crowd asks, “Where is God? Where is 
He?” The narrator of the book continues with the boy’s struggle,  

For more than half an hour he stayed there, struggling between life and death, dying in 
slow agony under our eyes. And we had to look him full in the face. He was still alive 
when I passed in front of him. His tongue was still red, his eyes not yet glazed. Behind 
me I heard the same man asking: “Where is God now?” And I heard a voice within me 
answer him, “Where is He? Here He is – He is hanging here on this gallows… 
(Wiesel, Elie, Night. pp. 61-62) 

Elie Wiesel, professor of Humanities at Boston University, was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1986. Night was written from Wiesel’s experience in Auschwitz and Buchenwald – 
places meant to “cleanse” the world of human beings who were created in the image of God.  

This harrowing scene in Night describes the God of the Hebrew and Christian scriptures – 
a God who suffers with humanity amid evil. It is not the diversity of the world that is evil; 
rather, it is the evil sown within us that causes us to mistake the diverse goodness God has 
created for evil. Jesus’ parable suggests a life in tension with good and evil in the world. 

The God who created the world is the God who suffers with the world. We believe in a 
Palestinian Jew named Jesus who became human to share God’s love for all the world.    

Jesus hung on the cross in our place between two criminals, showing compassion as he 
suffered. If we are honest about the weeds in our hearts, none of us will survive God’s 
coming judgement unless we too are judged by the love and compassion of the cross.  

Paul reminds us of this hope, writing, “For in hope you have been saved.” We are saved by 
hope in the God who suffers with us. The creative Word of God who created the world and 
all that is in it, continues to sow the good seed of the kingdom in you. 

Live with hope in the God who suffers with the world. Live as good seed that bears the 
fruit of God’s undying love so others no matter how different will also know they are 
children of God.  

God has created you to live with hope. Be a sign of hope in this world.  
Amen. 


