
   

 

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Our Mission 
Growing Disciples - Making Christ Known 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

JUNE 14, 2026 
THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST / LECTIONARY 11 

10:30 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Jesus sends his disciples to tend to the spiritual, physical, and social needs of the wider community because he cared for those 
who were ‘harassed and helpless’. May we embody the same compassion for others, wherever we live and serve. We are 
empowered by God our Creator whose orientation towards us is love.  

GATHERING 
 

The congregation is invited to join in the Bold responses. 
 

Prelude                                                                 “Aria”                                                           Paul Manz 
Tom Tolbert, Organist 

 

The congregation stands as the cross is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

Processional Hymn            “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” ELW 883           OLD HUNDRETH 
Text: William Kethe, d. c. 1594;  Music: Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561 

 

 

 1. All people that on earth do dwell, sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
  him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell; come ye before him and rejoice. 
 

 2. Know that the Lord is God indeed; without our aid he did us make. 
  We are his folk, he doth us feed, and for his sheep he doth us take. 
 

 3. Oh, enter then his gates with praise; approach with joy his courts unto;  
  praise, laud, and bless his name always, for it is seemly so to do. 
 

 4. For why? The Lord our God is good: his mercy is forever sure; 
  his truth at all times firmly stood, and shall from age to age endure. 
 

 5. To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the God whom heav’n and earth adore, 
  from us and from the angel host be praise and glory evermore. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Welcome                                                                                                          Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of  the cross, the sign that is  
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 



 2 

 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

The congregation may kneel or sit for the Confession. Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

Compassionate God,  
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace, 
In Christ’s name we pray. 
Amen.  
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary  
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of  God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
Amen.  
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ , the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Please stand as able. 
 

Kyrie                         “Have Mercy on Us, Lord” from Holy Communion setting Ten                           

 

Prayer of the Day                                                    
Let us pray. God of  compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. Pour your 
love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of  your realm and 
faithfully proclaim the good news of  your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Please be seated. 
 

WORD 
 

First Reading Exodus 19:2-8a                                                             Karen Feezor, lector 
2 They journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel 
camped there in front of the mountain. 3 Then Moses went up to God; the LORD called to him from the 
mountain, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the Israelites: 4 ‘You have seen what I did to 
the Egyptians and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now, therefore, if you 
obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, 
the whole earth is mine, 6 but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.’ These are the 
words that you shall speak to the Israelites.” 7 So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set 
before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. 8 The people all answered as one, 
“Everything that the LORD has spoken we will do.”  
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 100                                                                                       Amy Woodall, Nick Matherly, cantors 
Psalm 100:3 (Linda Cable Shute) from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress 

 

1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all you lands! 2Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God's presence | with a 
song. 3Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom | we belong; we are God's people and the sheep | of God's 
pasture.   R 4Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the | courts with praise; give thanks and bless 
God's | holy name. 5Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is | everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from | age 
to age.   R 
 

Second Reading Romans 5:1-8                                                                            Karen Feezor, lector 
1Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of 
sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction 
produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does 
not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 
been given to us. 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually 
dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. The Word 
of the Lord 
Thanks be to God  
 

Please stand as able. 
 

Gospel Acclamation     “Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go” from Holy Communion Setting Three 
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The Holy Gospel Matthew 9:35-10:8  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 9th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he 
said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them 
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are 
the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James 
son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take a road leading to gentiles, and 
do not enter a Samaritan town, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, 
proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse 
those with a skin disease; cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon                                             “The Orientation of  Compassion”                        Pastor Alexandra Rode 
 

Please stand as able.  
 

Hymn of the Day                       “In Christ Called to Baptize” ELW 575                                 ST. DENIO 
Text : Ruth Duck, b. 1947 © 1995 Pilgrim Press; Music: Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807-1876, alt 

 1. In Christ called to baptize, we witness to grace 
  and gather a people from each land and race. 
  In deep, flowing waters, we share in Christ’s death, 
  then, rising to new life, give thanks with each breath. 
 

 2. In Christ called to banquet, one table we share, 
  a haven of  welcome, a circle of  care. 
  Although we are many, we share in one bread. 
  One cup of  thanksgiving proclaims Christ, our head. 
 

 3. In Christ called to witness, by grace we will preach 
  the life-giving gospel; God’s love we will teach. 
  By grace may our living give proof  to our praise 
  in costly compassion reflecting Christ’s ways. 
 

 4. Unite us, anoint us, O Spirit of  love, 
  for you are within us, around us, above. 
  Equip us for service with gifts you bestow. 
  In Christ is our calling. In Christ may we grow. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
Together, let us confess our faith in the words of  the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of  the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of  the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  saints, the forgiveness 
of  sins, the resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
Please be seated.  
 

Prayers of Intercession                                                               Larry Dagenhart, Jr., prayer assistant 
The congregation may kneel or sit for the prayers. 
 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of  the world. A brief  silence. 
 

God of  love, help us as your church to see the world through the eyes of  Jesus. Lead us to love one 
another, to help others as we are able, and to love you more closely. Be with all those who are 
discouraged, angry, depressed, ashamed, or live without hope. God of  grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of  life, you have made us and we are the sheep of  your pasture; you call the earth to make a joyful 
noise to you. Grant us wisdom and zeal to care for the pastures, oceans, deserts, and all habitats so that 
the world you have created might continue to flourish and all that has life might know your steadfast 
love. God of  grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of  compassion, we see suffering locally and around the world. Inspire all leaders of  people 
everywhere to bind up wounds and heal the traumas of  war; may they work to feed the hungry, care for 
refugees, and welcome strangers. God of  grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of  healing, uplift and heal all who live with illness, addiction, and loneliness, and grant grace and 
peace to the dying. Bless and heal our loved ones, especially, John Simon, Rochelle Dagenhart, Bibba 
Whitener, James Watson, Sarah East, Phaedra & Scott Snow, Bill Bowden, Harry Kendrick, Kendal 
Turner, Janice Darnell, Pastor Glen Sea, Mark Barbee, Polly Needham, Mark Thornton, Tom Tolbert, 
Samuel Davis, Bob Roach, Dale Hopp, Bill Coppedge, Marcia Newlin, Silvia Puky, Ashlyn Bordelon, 
Betsy League, Carmelita Harris, Lucille Johnson, Marilyn Stevens, Satoko Yamada, Ross Boheler, 
Charlene Oppermann, Elaine Ketner Sherman, Gene Ellington, Tanner & Christopher Shirley, Eileen 
Dunlap, Bonnie & Dannye Olin Bragdon, Mindy Curley, Louisa & Oakley Coburn, Roxi Tolbert, Bill 
Schwartz, Arlene Fielding, David Kutscher, Danielle Clausen, Joseph Tolbert, and Jay Harbinson. God of  
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of  creation, thank you for all the blessings you have bestowed on us: our families, our friends, our 
faith, and everything you have given us. Remind us that it is you who made us, and that we are the sheep 
of  your pasture. God of  grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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God of  faith, we give thanks for Macrina, Basil the Great, Gregory of  Nyssa, and Gregory of  Nazianzus, 
whom we commemorate today. Like them, help us to witness to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, that 
we might continue to proclaim the good news and point to the nearness of  the kingdom of  heaven 
revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ. God of  grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, 
through Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

Peace                                                               (Please stand as able, sharing the peace of  the risen Christ.) 
The peace of  Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 

MEAL 
 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING                                                     (Offerings for the mission of  the church are gathered by the ushers.) 
 
Anthem                                   “Lead Me, Lord, in Thy Righteousness”              Samuel Sebastian Wesley 

 

Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness, make thy way plain before my face.  
For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord, only, that makest me dwell in safety. 

 
Please stand as able. 
 

Offertory                                                                                       (The offering is brought forward by the ushers) 
 

                                              “I Love to Tell the Story” ELW 661 stanzas one                              HANKEY 
Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911; Music: William E. Fischer, 1849-1936 

 

 1. I love to tell the story of  unseen things above, 
  of  Jesus and his glory, of  Jesus and his love. 
  I love to tell the story, because I know it’s true; 
  it satisfies my longings as nothing else would do. 
 

 Refrain: I love to tell the story; ‘twill be my theme in glory 
  to tell the old, old story of  Jesus and his love. 
 

Offering Prayer    
Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of  our hearts. Help us take heart in you and 
share freely of  your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of  Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Holy Communion       
 

The Great Thanksgiving                                               
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Proper Preface 
 

Sanctus                      “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord” from LAND OF REST Acclamations 
Early American Folk Tune; Arranged by Richard Proulx 
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Words of Institution 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation 
Heaven has come near. 
Come share the feast. 
Please be seated. 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is offered continuously at the Lord’s table and at the high altar. Please follow the ushers’ prompts, 
walking forward to the desired communion station and returning via the side aisles. On the 1st and 3rd Sundays of  the 
month, distribution is by wafers and small cups, and on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of  the month distribution is by 
intinction.  
 

Communion Music  
                                        “Lamb of God” from LAND OF REST Acclamations  

 

                                                              “The Silver Trumpet”                                       Gilbert M. Martin 
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Please stand as able. 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer            
Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of  bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of  your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you 
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of  Jesus, through the Spirit, who nourishes us now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

SENDING BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,  
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn                     “Rise Up, O Saints of God” ELW 669                          FESTAL SONG 
Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936 © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress;; Music: William H. Walter, 1825-1893 

 

DISMISSAL     
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Worship has ended. You are free to depart or you may remain for the postlude. 
 

Postlude                                              “A Festive Trumpet Tune”                                      Gilbert M. Martin 
 

☩ ☩ ☩ 
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This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress and 
Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI #11377824  
 
Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie; Pastor Ali Rode; prayers assistant: Larry Dagenhart, Jr.; 
crucifer/acolyte: Michael Lakeman; lector: Karen Feezor; live streaming camera: Joe Barrett; 
soundboard: Neil Dixon; ushers: Doug Milheim, Mar & Susan Ginns, Eddie Goodall, Rod Stephens; 
greeters: Dale & Mary Lou Hopp, Jay Jacob; communion assistants: Barbara Baker, Nick Wartner, Betsy 
Wenzel, Kimberly Zimmerman; communion helper: Catherine Metze; tabulators: A.J. Pridgen, Dawn 
Schwartz; musicians: St. Mark’s Summer Choir, Amy Woodall, directing; Nick Matherly, Amy Woodall, 
cantors; Tom Tolbert, guest organist 
 

Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Michael Lakeman; crucifer/acolyte: ???; lector: Larry Lippert; live 
streaming camera: Joe Barrett; soundboard: Bob Chernet; ushers: Team B; greeters: Millie Cansler, Dave 
& Eileen Dunlap; communion assistants: Karen & Kevin Feezor, Bonnie Eckerd, Virginia Molan; communion 
helper: Sandy Rach; tabulators: Karen Feezor, Doug Milheim 

 

 

From the pastor -  
 

“For just as the body is one and has many  
members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” (1  
Corinthians 12:12) 
 

During the “Time after Pentecost,” we celebrate the 
triune God who enlivens, encourages and sends the 
church into mission in the world. The church is not a 
building, but rather, a congregation of people gath-
ered and sent into the world by Jesus to be living signs 
of God’s steadfast love for all people. We are one 
body the church, and amid the world’s brokenness, 
the church is called to be God’s transformative pres-
ence that overcomes barriers and divisions, proclaim-
ing what God has done for us. During the Time after 
Pentecost, we remember that God is steadfastly call-
ing the church to be a voice of unity, compassion, jus-
tice and love. How is God calling you to use your gifts 
for Christ at St. Mark’s? We have been clothed with 
Christ in baptism to welcome, care for, and love all 
people! 
 

In the life of the Spirit, 
Pastor Tim McKenzie 
pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org 
 

 

Worship and Congregational Life 
 

Today: 
Altar Flowers are given in honor of the 67th Wedding 

Anniversary of Dale and Mary Lou Hopp. 
 

Faith Forum: 9:30 am, Large Conference Room 
 

This Week: 
 

The Ethnic Restaurant Group will dine at Azucar  
Cuban Restaurant in Ballantyne on June 16, 2026, at 
6:00 PM. The address is 14825 Ballantyne Village Way 
#150, Charlotte, NC 28277. Azucar has a lively ambi-
ence with a wide selection of Cuban specialties. They 
toast their Cuban sandwiches to perfection. Their sal-
ads are filled with variety and color and arrive crisp 
and fresh. On Tuesday they may even have live music, 
discounted libations, and special pricing on “dinners 
for 2”. Azucar is in the strip of shops with their back-
doors to Ballantyne Commons Parkway. Parking is 
available in front of the restaurant and along all adja-
cent streets. Easy access from all points east may be 
to go west on Ballantyne Commons Parkway from 
Johnston Road; turn left at the first traffic light (Durant 
Blvd); turn left when Durant “T”s into Costigan Lane. 
You may access the parking deck by turning right 
(Ballantyne Village Way) and U-turning for its en-
trance. Street-level parking in front of Azucar is on the 
right after passing the Hestia Building. Don’t go too far 
or you’ll be back on Ballantyne Commons Parkway. 
This gathering will be lively and fun-filled. Do try to 
make room in your calendars to attend. While you are 
at it, invite a friend, neighbor, visiting relative, or some-
one you would like to get to know better. There is 
room for everyone! RSVP by midnight on the Sunday 
before the dinner. We look forward to being with you 
at Azucar!  
 

Theology on Tap June 18, 7pm at Middle James Brew-
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ery, 400 N Polk St B, Pineville. Everyone is welcome! 
 

Next Week: 
 

The St. Mark's Book Study Group will meet on Thurs-
day, June 25, at 10 am in the Large Conference 
Room and via Zoom. We welcome all who wish to 
participate. Our selection this month is The Thursday 
Murder Club by Richard Osman. The story takes place 
in a peaceful retirement village, where four unlikely 
friends have formed a group called the Thursday Mur-
der Club. They meet weekly (on Thursdays) to discuss 
(and try to "solve") unsolved crimes. When a local real 
estate developer is found dead with a mysterious 
photograph left next to the body, the club suddenly 
finds itself in the middle of their first live case. The book 
is characterized by humor, clever plotting, and realis-
tic portrayal of aging, and it has spawned a success-
ful series and a 2025 film adaptation. For more infor-
mation, please contact Kay Sehorn or Judy Tolbert. 
 

Confirmation Sunday June 28 [10:30 service] Please 
join us. 
 

In June: 
 

Spring Shower for Children's Advocacy Center of 
Charlotte in June Children’s Advocacy Center of 
Charlotte (formerly Pat’s Place) is the only child advo-
cacy center in Mecklenburg County serving children 
from birth to age 18. Their mission is to provide a safe, 
comforting environment that reduces trauma and 
promotes healing for children experiencing abuse. To 
help make children feel welcome and cared for dur-
ing their visits, we are collecting items from their wish 
list, including: Colored Pencils, Inspiration Journals 
(https://a.co/d/01rWJpah), Hot Wheels, Sketch Pads, 
Lego Sets, Fun (kid- friendly) Press on nails (https://
a.co/d/08TJ3qSA / https://a.co/d/0clVSKma), Dia-
mond Puzzles (https://a.co/d/080pXT3c / https://
a.co/d/095wgeMl), Help us “shower” these children 
with love and comfort through your donations! Please 
leave the items in the marked baskets in the Gather-
ing Space now- June 30th. 
 

Aid for Hurricane Helene Victims Thank you to all 
for your donations. If you would like to help, 
please see the NC Synod's website. 

 

Thinking of joining St. Mark’s? Please see Pastor Tim to 
set up a time to talk. All people are welcome at St. 
Mark’s! 
 

St. Mark’s email list If you are not receiving emails 
from St. Mark’s, we may not have your correct email 
address. Please contact the church to let us know. 
We send at least 2 emails every week. 
 

Family Ministry 
Nursery: A fun-filled nursery, staffed by volunteers, is 
located downstairs. An usher is available to show you 
the way. Our safety protocols offer peace of mind so 
you can worship without worry.  
 

Confirmation Class meets every other Sunday at 9:30. 
 

Stewardship  
Your pledge helps St. Mark’s ministries of worship, ser-
vice and fellowship continue over the year. 2026 
Pledge cards are in the Gathering Place. Thank you 
for your faithful gifts to St. Mark’s ministries. An online 
pledge option is also available from our website, or 
you may use the QR code. 
 

You may use the QR code at left (hover your phone 
camera to connect) for immediate access 
to St. Mark’s website donation page. Pledges 
and donations for Altar Flowers may also be 
made using this code. 

 

2026 Altar Flower Sponsorship Please sign up on the 
calendar by the mailbox room or contact the church 
office.  
 

Social Ministry 
NOURISH UP School’s out, Hunger isn’t. Help us stock 
the pantry for summer. Consider donating the follow-
ing requested items (canned goods with pop tabs 
greatly appreciated) : 
•SpaghettiOs with or without meatballs 
•Chef Boyardee Ravioli 
•Peanut butter 
•Canned peaches and pears in juice, no sugar 
 added 
•low sodium canned vegetables 
•whole grain cereals 
Your donations help our neighbors! 
 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen is serving lunch 
in the Fellowship Hall every Thursday for our neighbors. 
If you would like to serve, please contact us. You may 
also support the Soup Kitchen through financial dona-
tions sent to the church, or through St. Mark’s online 
giving portal. Help us share God's love! 
 

Announcements 
AA meets in the Fellowship Hall: Monday nights 
“Third Tradition”, 7 pm; Wednesday nights “Just the 
Basics”, 7:30 pm; & Thursday nights “Not a Glum 
Lot”, 6:30 pm; “SLAA” meets in Room 106: Thursdays 
at 6:30 pm; Fridays women only at 6 pm & Saturday 
mornings 10:30 am. 
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“In Christ Called to Baptize" ELW 575 Ruth Carolyn Duck (b. 1947) is an ordained pastor in the United Church of 
Christ, a liturgical theologian and retired professor of worship at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
Evanston, Illinois. She is best known for her compositions, and a writer and adaptor of over 150 hymns, with an 
eye toward gender inclusive language worship sources. Duck wrote this hymn in 1995 for a meeting of the  
Lutheran World Federation in Hong Kong. She says "because the hymn is about the church's ministry of word 
and sacrament and its mission in the world, not only baptism", she changed the title to "In Christ Called to  
Worship". The Welsh tune ST. DENIO, famously paired with "Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise" ELW 834,  is a 
good fit for Duck's hymn.  
 

"I Love to Tell the Story" ELW 661 Arabella Katherine Hankey (1834-1911) a nineteenth century English poetess, 
was born into a family of wealthy Anglican evangelicals. This hymn is from her seventy-four stanza poem "The 
Old, Old Story" published in New York in 1875. Austin Lovelace writes of this hymn: "Many people sing this hymn 
vigorously but do little to go out and 'tell the story' beyond the church walls. Kate Hankey startled England by 
the unheard-of thing by starting a Bible class for working girls in London. She also served as a nurse in South 
Africa, and turned over all proceeds from her writings to Christian missions. She lived what she wrote!" Philadel-
phia musician and piano dealer William G. Fischer (1835-1912) wrote the tune HANKEY and added the refrain. 
 

 

June 14, Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea (330-379); Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa (c.335-c.395); Gregory of  
Nazianzus, Bishop of Constantinople (329-390); Macrina, teacher (c.327-29-380)  
The first three persons in this group are known as the Cappadocian fathers; all three made contributions to  
formulating the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. Basil was influenced by his sister Macrina to live a monastic life, and 
his Longer Rule and Shorter Rule for monastic life are the basis for Eastern monasticism to this day, expressing a 
preference for communal monastic life over that of the hermits. Basil pioneered lasting language about the 
nature of the Holy Trinity as “one substance, three persons.” Gregory of Nazianzus was sent to preach on  
behalf of the Nicene faith against Arians in Constantinople, and defended orthodox trinitarian and  
Christological doctrine, winning over the city with his preaching. He insisted that the Holy Spirit was God, and 
that Christ was fully human and divine. He championed the idea of theosis, that the Son became human so 
that humans could become divine. Gregory of Nyssa was the younger brother of Basil the Great. He is  
remembered as a writer on spiritual life and the contemplation of God in worship and the sacraments. He af-
firmed the full divinity and the full humanity of Christ, and refuted the Neoplatonist idea of the preexistence of 
souls. Macrina was the older sister of Basil and Gregory of Nyssa. Her life is known to us mainly by the biography 
written about her by her brother Gregory. She received an excellent education centered on the Bible, and 
when her fiancé died, she devoted herself to Christian monastic life. She was a leader of community, based at 
the family estate in Pontus, dedicated to asceticism, meditation, and prayer. Macrina’s teaching on the resur-
rection is known through Gregory’s dialogue On the Soul and the Resurrection. Her thought was influential 
within the early church. 
 

June 17, Emanuel Nine, martyrs, 2015 
On June 17, 2015, Clementa C. Pinckney, Cynthia Marie Graham Hurd, Susie Jackson, Ethel Lee Lance,  
DePayne Middleton-Doctor, Tywanza Sanders, Daniel Lee Simmons, Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, and Myra 
Thompson were murdered by a self-professed white supremacist while they were gathered for Bible study and 
prayer at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church (often referred to as Mother Emanuel) in Charles-
ton, South Carolina. Pastors Pinkney and Simmons were both graduates of the Lutheran Theological Southern 
Seminary in Columbia. A resolution to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance for the martyrdom 
of the Emanuel Nine was adopted by the Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America on August 8, 2019. 
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St. Mark’s Prayer List 
John Simon, Rochelle Dagenhart, Elizabeth (Bibba) Whitener, James Watson, Sarah East, Phaedra & Scott 
Snow, Bill Bowden, Harry Kendrick, Kendal Turner, Janice Darnell, Pastor Glen Sea, Mark Barbee, Mark 
Thornton, Polly Needham, Tom Tolbert, Samuel Davis, Bob Roach, Dale Hopp, Bill Coppedge, Marcia Newlin, 
Silvia Puky, Ashlyn Bordelon, Betsy League, Carmelita Harris, Lucille Johnson, Marilyn Stevens, Satoko Yamada, 
Ross Boheler, Charlene Oppermann, Elaine Ketner Sherman, Gene Ellington, Tanner & Christopher Shirley,  
Eileen Dunlap, Dannye & Bonnie Bragdon, Mindy Curley, Louisa & Oakley Coburn, Roxi Tolbert, Bill Schwartz, 
Arlene Fielding, David Kutscher, Danielle Clausen, Joseph Tolbert, and Jay Harbinson. 
Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests (pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org) 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org 

 

Rev. Alexandra Joy Rode 
pastorali@saintmarkscharlotte.org 

 

Lester Ackerman,  
Director of Music Ministry, Organist 

les@saintmarkscharlotte.org 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
admin@saintmarkscharlotte.org 

 

Tiffanie Harper, Finance Administrator 
finance@saintmarkscharlotte.org 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |   saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

Readings for 6/21/26 Fourth Sunday 
after Pentecost, Lectionary 12 
Jeremiah 20:7-13 
Psalm 69:7-10,16-18 
Romans 6:1b-11 
Matthew 10:24-39 

Birthdays 
6/16 Mark Thornton 
6/17 Marilyn Graham 
6/17 Meg Fielding 
6/20 Jordan Eason 
6/20 Michael Thompson 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do not be 
dismayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love and comfort 
for you in times of trial. If you would like to confidentially speak to a Stephen Minister, please 
contact Pastor Tim (pastortim@saintmarkscharlotte.org)  


