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“Holy Trinity Photo Op”

Ask, and you will receive. Search, and you will find. Knock, and the door will be opened to you.
Matthew 7:7 (CEB)

Good morning Beloved Children of God.

| want to begin this morning with a bit of gratitude. | pray you are able to make time in your
schedule to return to the installation service this afternoon. | got new shoes and a new stole—but
honestly there has been very thoughtful work put into the order of service, the music which has
personal connection and ecumenical meaning. The United Methodist Church will be represented
since the appointment is ecumenical, we will have a reception afterword, but also that our North
Carolina Synod Bishop Emily Hartner is going to be preaching. St. Mark’s was her first call. It will be
an honor to have her and ceremoniously begin ministry together as your Associate for Family
Ministries.

Speaking of Family Ministries | had a first unofficial gathering of twenty-somethings, folks who grew
up here at St. Mark’s in the past met together Thursday to go to a local Pickleball place in Camp
North End here in Charlotte and we had 8 folks, some college-age, some graduates and local. With
three leaders, we had 11 folks which was a good turn out for a last-minute attempt to have college
folks connect before returning to school. We had a fun time and you can follow what’s going on in
Family Ministry by following our Instagram page which is @st.marks.youth.

In Instagram as well as Tik Tok, You Tube, and Facebook it has become popular in recent years to
not only share photos but also to add music. Pictures which have music have additional the impact
on the audience and draw attention. It's common to not only take an image that impacts us but add
an extra emphasis with spoken word or song so the moment is memorable, and elicits a response
which hopefully inspires a heart or like, or if you want extra impact a shock face, laugh or anger face
if appropriate. The algorithm gives those posts more visibility.

This morning’s passage from Matthew shows us what I’'m calling the “Holy Trinity Photo Op” if
you’re familiar with social media | suppose you could also title this sermon the “Holy Trinity Reel”.
We have in one visual snapshot Jesus, the son of God standing by the water with his cousin John the
Baptist, overhead like a dove we have the first representation of the Holy Spirit in the gospel of
Matthew, and if all these visuals are not enough, we have an audio track playing over the event
with God the Father saying, “This is my son the beloved with whom | am well pleased.”

In this one photo op, this one reel—this Holy vignette we see and hear this communal display of the
divine and creation. First we have the Son of God incarnate. Jesus represents God in all divinity
coming down and inhabiting the flesh, God with us, like us. Subject to the challenges we face. He is
beginning his ministry around 30 years old, within 3 years give or take according to scholars of his
crucifixion. Immediately after this experience of baptism, he will be drawn by the Spirit to the



wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. Jesus asks to be baptized by John his cousin, which was not
the baptism we celebrate in our church, a Christian baptism, because Jesus was a Jew, Christianity
did not exist as we understand it now. Baptism in this instance is one of repentance.

John thought he wasn’t good enough to perform this ritual for Jesus, certainly he thought the roles
should have been reversed. John had spent considerable time living among the Essenes conceivably
after his parents both died when he was younger. He was an orphan of sorts, and choosing to live
with less he committed himself to preparing for the coming of the Lord by turning away from
earthly pleasures and focusing on helping others turn away from evil and prepare themselves for
the coming Messiah. John in the Holy Trinity Photo Op represents humanity. And Jesus representing
the incarnation, and John representing humanity, are at a water source called the river Jordan
which has a lot of holy memory, more than we can fit into the message today, but alongside a
countryside Jesus will spend a lot of his ministry teaching, healing, and eating with folks in Galilee.
These places represent creation.

Jesus responds to John’s doubts by saying essentially, “Yes, let us do it right now because it will
bring about a lot of good.” Jesus knows this moment will matter to the crowds who are present and
| suppose to those who would share this vision in the future first orally, then in written format, and
now in various methods across the world. All the good stories get shared. Over billions of shares
have happened on this baptism of our Lord story I’'m sure. Definitely viral, this image. Jesus knows
its important for people to witness this divine encounter.

There’s more to the image beyond Jesus, John, the pastoral scenery and water. Next we have the
representation of the Holy Spirit which is portrayed by the heavens opening up, and a
representation of God’s Spirit descending “like a dove”, so it might not be exactly a feathered
friend, but the entrance was like a dove, something peaceful, majestic, brilliant, beautiful. When |
consider the widened wings, | consider the feeling of freedom and peace.

Lastly there is the audible voice to add to these characters which makes the most profound
statement compared to all the images, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”
Unlike Luke and Mark where God the Father says, “You are my Son” here in Matthew’s account it
says “This is my Son” which in storytelling infers to the audience that not only is Jesus hearing this
from the Father but also the gathered community, which before this time had only had dreams or
visions, not the audible voice of God coming from the heavens. This encounter of baptism and
display of who God is is not a private occurrence, it is communal God is addressing the crowd. All
can hear.

As they say in the social media world, “that’s it, that’s the post.” Father, Son, Holy Spirit, Humanity
and Earth, in Holy community. Come to think of it, | think another way to speak of the Trinity in this
world is the Holy Social Network I'll think more about that one, maybe the original social network?
Although the word Trinity is not in the Bible, the images and stories throughout scripture
demonstrate these dimensions of the one living God, in creation, incarnation, and inspiration.

This is a powerful image. Image is everything in our popular world. Recordings and images fill our
mind readily from tv, computer, tablet, phone. Images play in our pocket it is normalized to witness
things we would never want to unexpectedly alongside videos that waste the precious time we are



gifted alongside snapshots of memories we treasure. Simultaneously these images are incredibly
altered, with the advent of Al and other editing software, we have to wonder what is real, or what
is missing.

| remember thumbing through a shoebox of memories at my grandmothers assisted living center,
and wondering why part of a photo was missing. You know, in the olden days you used to just take
scissors and cut out someone’s face, or cut them from the photo if they were standing on the side.
Easier now to hide removing someone. We can change the way we look so what we share is only a
facade or a palatable version of what we would like to see.

That’s not what this Holy Trinity Photo Op is, it is a true image of the divine, which is especially
present in this space. You know | believe we are here, as the resurrected Christ is before us, the
dove descends from the heavens. Thea audible word of God issues forth through our worship, and
you and | are the humanity, like John the Baptist when he was present to baptize God.

And here’s where | want to rest this morning... that John in all his preparation, said, “l need to be
baptized by you (Jesus) and do you come to me?” John doubted his ability to serve Jesus in this
most holy way, but Jesus chose him. And perhaps not because Jesus required baptism. | would
argue that the Divine desired to display Glory among the people... and God didn’t do this alone. It
wasn’t just the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit but the Son of God said, “I need you John.” You.

Me?
You.

There’s a three-day retreat call the Journey to Emmaus where you get to set aside your daily life for
three days and focus on your spiritual journey. When | took my walk back in 2007 | was gifted a
crocheted lanyard with a metal cross medallion. On one side was the Chi-Rho symbol which means
“Christus” or “Anointed One” and the reverse of the cross said the simple phrase, “Christ is
counting on you.” Christ counts on us just like Christ depended on John the Baptist.

God our Creator chooses to display God’s glory through us in our humanity, in our perceived
insufficiency, in our brokenness, in our illness, in our sin, in our depravity, in our less-than-ness. If
John, a man who was trained by a priest father, and by spiritual dessert dwellers wasn’t good
enough, who was? And it is a perfect photo op, because it is such a human response to think we
are not good enough to be used by God. It is our human experience to journey through that
spiritual question, really me God? Yes you. God uses people all the time to display divine Glory.

We are in this living art together. Amen.



