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12.24.2025 Christmas Eve (8 pm)                             Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20 

“Good news of great joy” 
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
  Blessed Christmas greetings! Tonight, with churches around the world in every language, 
we join the voices of the angel and the heavenly host in proclaiming, “Good news of great joy 
for all people!” Jesus Christ, the Messiah, is born! He is the Savior of the world. 
  The message of Christmas continues to be a message of peace and hope for a suffering 
world. Amid a world of ongoing war, violence, and nationalism, the good news proclaimed by 
the heavenly messengers is one of peace and hope for all humanity. As Isaiah prophesied 
nearly 2,500 years ago, the child born of Mary is called, “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” The message of Christmas is about the eternal Word of 
God dwelling in our humanity. Jesus is born to give you peace, real peace that you can count 
on every day and share with others. Jesus Christ is the light of the world so that you can be 
light in the darkness for others. 
  Tonight’s gospel unfolds in human history. A decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 
the world should be registered, it was when Quirinius was the governor of Syria. Luke’s gospel 
contrasts two different decrees or announcements. In the first announcement, the most 
powerful man in the ancient world, Caesar Augustus, ordered a census in which all people had 
to be registered and accounted for. Joseph and Mary lived in Roman occupied territory. The 
Pax Romana, or the peace of the Roman Empire, was an enforced peace over occupied lands. 
In contrast, the second announcement by the heavenly messengers, proclaims God’s peace for 
all humanity. In contrast to Caesar, God’s peace is liberating, it frees the human heart from the 
chains of sin and oppression. The peace that Jesus’ birth brings, makes friends out of enemies 
and makes one human family out of many nations. Jesus’ birth makes all people sisters and 
brothers – children of God.  
  On this holy night, we remember, that though Caesar and the Roman Empire are long gone, 
the announcement of Jesus’ birth continues to offer hope to all people. In the time since Jesus’ 
birth, many empires, kings, and rulers have come and gone, and will continue to come and go; 
as Isaiah writes (9:7), the kingdom that Jesus announces will continue to grow, not by force, 
war, or nationalism, but by the light and hope his peace gives to every human heart open to 
him. 
  Isaiah’s words are strikingly contemporary: “The people who walked in darkness have seen 
a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness –on them light has shined.” Jesus’ 
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birth is good news of great joy for all people living in darkness – for the people of the Middle 
East and Gaza, for the people of Ukraine, for the people of Sudan – for people everywhere 
who live amid the darkness of war and oppression. Human beings long to live together in 
peace, but without peace in our hearts, all our attempts a creating lasting peace will continue to 
fail. The joy and peace that the heavenly messengers announce begins with peace in the human 
heart that moves outward toward your neighbor. 

Jesus is born not as another oppressive ruler, but as the liberator of the human spirit. The 
gospel of John tells us that, in Jesus, “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn. 1:14). 
The Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, is born to dwell in your heart, freeing you to live for your 
neighbor, no matter who they are or how they are. As Jesus proclaims in John 3:16, “For God 
so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life.” Without love, we perish. Without love we continue to 
struggle with war and hatred. Jesus is born to free you to live with hope and courage for your 
neighbor who is also a child of God.  
  If you were to fly across the earth tonight, you would see the lights of churches in villages, 
towns, and cities. You would see light in the darkness, light that is a sign of our shared human 
longing to live in peace with one another, to help and to lift one another. Yet on this holy night, 
if you were to fly across the earth, you would also see the fires and explosions of war. On this 
holy night across the world, people are also filled with fear, fear of other nations, other 
ethnicities, other understandings of human identity. On this holy night, displaced people live 
without homes and food. On this holy night, in our own community people live hungry and 
homeless. Jesus is born not only for us, but for all of those who long for peace, inclusion, and 
God’s justice. God’s love excludes no one. 
  Mary and Joseph were much like each of us. They struggled with their own doubts and 
fears, yet they trusted in God’s plan for their lives that their son Jesus would save people from 
their sins. They traveled to Bethlehem, the city of David, to be registered. Bethlehem is a city 
in the West Bank of Palestine about six miles south of Jerusalem. The name “Bethlehem” 
means “house of bread.”  

“House of bread” – what an appropriate name for the birthplace of Jesus! Jesus said, “I am 
bread of life” (Jn. 6:35) and Jesus offers this bread, saying, “This is my body given for you” 
(Lk. 22:19). He is the bread of life who will feed you all your life. Jesus was not born in a 
palace or to a wealthy family. Born in the poverty of a stable and laid in a manger, a simple 
feeding trough holds the one who feeds us with the bread of life. 

The shepherds heard the announcement of his birth and went to see him. Like them, we too, 
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have come tonight to hear and to see Jesus. We see him given for us in the bread and the wine 
of the Eucharist. We hear him in the message of “good news of great joy for all people.” 
Imagine the shepherds’ joy: they returned to their daily lives praising God for all they had 
seen. Like them, our challenge tonight is also to return to daily life carrying the Christ child in 
the manger of our hearts, praising God for all we have seen and heard.  

After the Christmas decorations are put away and a new year begins, will his peace reign in 
your heart? Will your life be a sign of his love growing in this world? Will you love and 
welcome others as Jesus has loved and welcomed you? Jesus is born for you so that you might 
be a visible sign of him in this world. We cannot love the God whom we have not seen, if we 
do not love our neighbor whom we have seen (1 Jn. 4:20).  

Jesus is the treasure of Christmas. Will you, like Mary, treasure and ponder all this in your 
heart? He is born for you that you might know his life-changing peace and his love.  

As you leave this church tonight, know that Jesus goes with you. Jesus is good news of great 
joy for all the world!  

Merry Christmas. Amen. 
 
   
 


