3.12.2025 Lenten Midweek Prayer, Week 1 Pastor Timothy McKenzie
Psalm 69:30-36; Luke 19:1-10

“Sight: to see the world as Jesus does”
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

This year’s Lenten midweek series is titled: “The Incarnate Senses: Christ dwells in you.” As
human beings, we have five senses — sight, sound, scent, touch and taste. Our senses are, of course,
always in dialogue with and processed by our intellect, but Christians have also long understood
faith as that faculty or power within us that integrates our senses and intellect giving us a deeper and
more complete understanding of reality. For example, St. Augustine wrote, “unless I believe, I will
not understand,” and St. Anselm of Canterbury wrote about “faith seeking understanding.” In other
words, faith opens to us a deeper understanding of all we sense, experience, and reflect upon in life.

Our senses are part of our createdness. When God said, “Let us make humanity in our image and
likeness,” we were created with the faculties of sense and intellect which have their origin in God.
We have been created with a receptivity to know God. Faith helps us venture into and understand a
life of love and compassion deepened and opened to us through our senses and intellect.

As St. Paul writes, “It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me” (Gal. 2:20a), the
one who is beyond all things, yet who created us, sees and touches the world through each of us.
The journey of Lent is about meditating on the Christ who dwells within our senses and intellect
through faith. Christ shares our humanity, that we might share his divine way of sensing the world
through love, compassion, and acceptance. In conventional life we often insist that unless we have
seen or experienced something ourselves, we will not believe. Christ, incarnate in us, helps us to
live and to know beyond conventional ways of knowing.

An example of this is today’s gospel about Jesus and Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus had become rich
through his less than honest dealings with people. The sense of “sight” plays a role in this story in
several ways. We are told that Zacchaeus was “trying to see who Jesus was,” but could not because
he was small in stature. Climbing a tree to see Jesus, he was also seen by Jesus. Jesus not only saw
Zacchaeus, he also had insight into Zacchaeus. We know this because Jesus said, “For the Son of
Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” To seek out another is to search them out. Known by
Jesus, Zacchaeus came to see himself in new ways.

Jesus saw a man lost in his wealth and power over others. Zacchaeus collected taxes for the
government and had become rich through fraudulent tax-collecting. The government wasn’t as
interested in how the tax was collected, as it was that Zacchaeus turned over what was owed to the
government. In doing so, Zacchaeus was free to take as much “tax” as possible.

What began as curiosity to see Jesus, led to an encounter with Jesus in which Zacchaeus received



spiritual insight into himself and his past. It is hard to imagine that Zacchaeus would have changed
without the insight into himself that Jesus gave. His selfishness and greed were changed into a self-
giving concern for others — for the poor and for those whom he had defrauded. The story of
Zacchaeus reminds us of Jesus’ call of Matthew, the tax collector, a story painted by the baroque
artist Caravaggio. An encounter with Jesus changes us, allowing us to see ourselves, others, and the
world anew. We see a path opened to follow him — sharing with others in need.

The presence of the grumblers in this story also reveals Zacchaeus seen by the larger community
as someone that “respectable people” would never have dinner with. Yet Jesus’ sense of sight, not
the grumblers, is at the center of this story. Jesus saw an opportunity to welcome someone who was
lost in his wealth and power. Jesus saw Zacchaeus differently than did the grumblers. Zacchaeus’
encounter with Jesus changed him into someone concerned about others.

During Lent, we meditate on Jesus incarnate in our humanity. At no other time of the year is our
sight as focused upon the humanity of Jesus as during Lent. Like Zacchaeus, each of us seeks to see
and to be seen by Jesus. Jesus sees us as we are; he knows our past and calls us to a future with him.

There is a sense of urgency to Zacchaeus hurrying down the tree to welcome Jesus into his home.
Zacchaeus said, then and there, to Jesus, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor,
and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.” Is the word
“hurry” a word you would use about yourself as you seek Jesus each day? Do you have a sense of
urgency in acting for Jesus and your neighbor?

Years ago studying art history and philosophy, I remember being introduced to the Latin phrase,
momento mori, meaning “remember you must die.” There is a sense of urgency in the story of
Zacchaeus that is fitting with the season of Lent as we meditate on our own mortality. Jesus came to
seek out and to save the lost, to help us see ourselves more clearly before we die.

Our world is filled with grumblers, always pointing the finger at those they consider sinful,
unclean, and unworthy of love and acceptance — all while not seeing their own sinfulness. Are we
able to see, not as the world sees and grumbles, but as Christ sees others — the poor and the stranger,
the outcast and the foreigner? Are we able to see others with the eyes of Christ?

Jesus sees a world lost in its wealth and technology — a world lost in seeking profit; a world of
grumblers lost in judging others. Momento mori: have you ever thought about how many people
have sat in these pews before you, seeking to see Jesus? He helps you to see yourself as you are. He
helps you to see the world as he sees the world.

During Lent, look to Jesus and you will see yourself anew. He changes our grumbling into love
and compassion. Through your open hands, Jesus welcomes all in need of his help.

Look to Jesus and see the world through his eyes. Amen.



