12.18.2024 Advent Midweek 3 Pastor Timothy McKenzie
Isaiah 12:2-6; Isaiah 11:1-9
“Visions of peace”

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
This evening’s appointed reading from Isaiah 11 proclaims a description and vision of the
Messiah. Yet when reading this passage of Isaiah, we must remind ourselves that it was written
about the qualities of the kings of Judah. It was only after the last king of Judah, King Zedekiah

died in exile in Babylon, that this description became used for a future Messiah.

When modern Christians read this passage of Isaiah, we at once see it as fulfilled in the
person and work of Jesus Christ. It is easy to forget that Isaiah was writing about what human
kingship is to look like. The “stump of Jesse” in verse 1 refers to David’s father and the dynasty
of King David, helping us to understand the beginning of the Gospel of Matthew and its
insistence upon tracing Jesus’ birth through David’s royal lineage.

In tonight’s passage, Isaiah makes the characteristics of kingship clear: “a spirit of wisdom,
counsel and might, and a knowledge and fear of the Lord.” Y ou may remember hearing these
words, because they are part of the prayer of blessing said at every baptism. In Holy Baptism,
we are adopted as children of God and these qualities of “wisdom and understanding, counsel
and might, and a knowledge and fear of the Lord” form an ideal of the Christian life of
discipleship and witness to Jesus in this world.

These qualities that Isaiah wrote about and expected of the kings of Israel announce not only
the identity of Jesus Christ, the Messiah, but of all who seek to follow him. Isaiah writes of the
king, “He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, but with
righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth.”
The king is not to rule or judge by appearances or by hearsay, but with righteousness and
justice, with equity and fairness for the poor and the oppressed. The king is held to a higher
standard than the standards of the world. Kings are to govern with the standards of God’s
righteousness, justice, equity, and fairness.

As followers of the Messiah, we are also to view the affairs of life, not with the changing and
shifting standards of this world, but rather with the steadfast standards of God’s righteousness
and equity for those who are poor, weak, oppressed, and vulnerable. In other words, as Jesus
Christ is the messianic fulfillment of the kings of Judah, we are to embody the qualities of
Christ the King in our lives.

Though few reigning monarchies exist in today’s world, Isaiah’s vision of kingly leadership,



embodying God’s righteousness, justice, equity and fairness, sets the standard for modern
leadership and governance in this world. Leaders are not simply administrators, rather, leaders
are to embody these spiritual and moral qualities in caring for their people.

For Isaiah, such kingly rule is the beginning of a vision of peace for all the earth. Isaiah’s
vision of peace emanates from this kingly office that cares for the poor, weak, oppressed and
vulnerable. In contrast to the world where the strong attack and kill the weak, Isaiah presents a
world in which “the wolf shall live with the lamb.” Isaiah’s vision of a social order is not meant
to be sentimentalized or dismissed as simple and unrealistic; rather, according to Isaiah, the
creation of a peaceful order in society and the world emanates from the person of the king, and
should by extension, emanate from us and our modern leaders. As we imitate Christ, we are to
also seek leadership in institutions and governments in which the strong lift and help the weak.

At the center of Isaiah’s vision of peace are the words, “and a little child shall lead them.”
The birth of Jesus is God’s fulfillment of this vision of peace. Jesus himself is God’s rule of
righteousness, justice, equity, and fairness in this world. This is what we celebrate and
anticipate at Christmas: Jesus the Messiah is born to usher in a reign of justice, love, and peace
for all the peoples of this world. He is the Prince of Peace; the Mighty Counselor whose works
declare the justice of God’s love for each person.

In the birth of a child, God shows us how each of our lives might also grow into the
Messiah’s vision of peace, because his birth continues in you and in me. As [saiah writes, “for
the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord,” God’s reign of justice and peace increase in
the world through us and all who know him. Increasing the knowledge of the Lord in all the
earth is the ongoing work of Christmas.

Christmas Day is a week from today. At this time every year, people seem to overflow with
God’s love for the poor, the hungry, the oppressed. People make donations of food, money,
clothing. We are filled with good will, and people seem to be genuinely filled with a spirit of
giving for the benefit of others.

Yet the work of Christmas is ongoing all year. Christ is born to cover the earth with God’s
justice of love and peace. As the final hymn tonight declares:

“All the world is hopeful, furrows lie open for God’s creating task: this, the labor of people,
who struggle to see how God’s truth and justice set everybody free.”

May Christ’s vision of peace be your vision for living not only at Christmas but every day of

the year. Amen.



