
   

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Our Mission 
Growing Disciples - Making Christ Known 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

NOVEMBER 30, 2022 
ADVENT MIDWEEK 

SERVICE OF WORD AND PRAYER 
7:00 PM  

 

This year’s Advent Midweek "Service of Word and Prayer" is adapted from All Creation Sings, a new worship resource 
of the ELCA. The theme of this year’s Advent series, is “Holy Interruptions, Holy In-dwellings,” a reminder that God 
often interrupts our plans and encounters us in the midst of life’s busyness, dwelling in us with grace and peace so that, 
transformed, we might live with hope and joy.  
 

Advent offerings may be placed in the offering plate at the entrance to the sanctuary. 
 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit gathers us into a community of  prayer. 
Bold responses are spoken by the congregation.  

 

Prelude                        “Prelude on ‘Breathe on Me, Breath of God’” 
 Tune by Robert Jackson; Organ setting by Harold DeCou  

 
Welcome                                                  Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 
Greeting  
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
the love of Christ ☩ that guards our hearts and minds, 
and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 
Opening Prayer  
Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O God, to prepare a pathway for your Christ. 
By his coming speak peace to your people and turn our hearts toward you, that your saving grace and 
splendid glory may dwell in all the earth; through Jesus Christ, whose day draws near. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Silence 
Use this brief time of silence to let go of the busy-ness of this time of the year and its stress. The beginning and the end of this 
period of silence will be marked with the sound of a bell. 
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Opening Song                                                                               The assembly joins together in the song below. 
                                 “Breathe on Me, Breath of  God” from Service Book and Hymnal              TRENTHAM 

Edwin Hatch, 1835-89; Text: B. Hatch, Oxford University Press; Music: Ethel Taylor 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, silence, reflection and song. 

 
First Reading Genesis 2:4b-7                   
In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 5when no plant of the field was yet in the 
earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the 
earth, and there was no one to till the ground; 6but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the 
whole face of the ground— 7then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 40:3-7                                                                                                                     Read responsively. 
3He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.  
Many will see and fear,  and put their trust in the Lord.  
4Happy are those who make the Lord their trust,  
who do not turn to the proud, to those who go astray after false gods.  
5You have multiplied, O Lord my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts towards us; none can 

compare with you.  
Were I to proclaim and tell of them, they would be more than can be counted.  
6Sacrifice and offering you do not desire, but you have given me an open ear.  
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Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required.  
7Then I said, ‘Here I am;  
in the scroll of the book it is written of me. 
 
Second Reading Hebrews 11:1-3  
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our 
ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, 
so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Advent Reflection                              “The breath of life”                               Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 
Song                                    “Wait for the Lord” ELW 262, Sing three times 

         WAIT FOR THE LORD 
Text: Taize Community; Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994; T&M © 1984 Les Presses de Taize, admin. GIA Publications 

 

 
Prayers                                                          (Pastor McKenzie, prayers) 
The congregation may kneel or sit for the prayers. 
 

In Romans Paul tells us, “The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.” Let us pray. 
 
Creating God, You created the earth and the heavens, and caused water to rise from the earth. You 
created humanity from the dust of the ground, and breathed into us the breath of life. Bless your church 
in every place, using the breath you have given to us and the work of our hands in praise of you. Savior, 
we wait for you; 
Hear us as we pray. 
 
Eternal God, You speak and worlds come into being. We thank you for the beauty of the cosmos and this 
planet, which reflect the beauty of you, our Creator. Bless all that lives, and may we use our breath, our 
hands and our minds as co-creators in stewardship of your creation. Savior, we wait for you; 
Hear us as we pray. 
 
Healing God, You have made what is seen from things that are not visible. Bless with compassion and 
insight all medical personnel and all in their care, that they may be able to heal, comfort and care for the 
breath of life that sustains all humanity. Savior, we wait for you; 
Hear us as we pray. 
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Loving God, You have written our names into the scroll of the book of life. Over our lifetimes, may our 
breath, our works and our words, though often inadequate, speak and make visible your forgiveness, 
community and love. Savior, we wait for you; 
Hear us as we pray. 
 
Abundant God, receive the gifts of our offerings and of our lives, always recreating us in your image to 
reflect your glory. Walk with us this Advent, that we may rediscover the grace of Christ in-dwelling in our 
humanity. Savior, we wait for you; 
Hear us as we pray. 
 
God, you search the human heart, giving knowledge of the Spirit; intercede, we pray for these prayers of 
the faithful. This we pray in Jesus’ holy name. 
Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus teaches us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
SENDING BLESSING 
The God of hope fill us 
with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus ☩ for whom we watch and wait. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude       “With Resolve” from Variations on ‘O Come, O Come, Emmanuel’ 

VENI, EMMANUEL 
 
 
 
 

☩ ☩ ☩ 
 
 
This service adapted/reprinted from All Creation Sings, “Service of Word and Prayer, copyright 2020 Augsburg 
Fortress.  
Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie; live streaming camera: A. J. Pridgen; musician: Lester Ackerman, 
Director of Music Ministry and Organist 
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Worship and Congregational Life 
 

Advent Midweek Holy Communion  every Wednesday (11/30, 12/7, 12/14) during Advent, 7 pm in person 
and online on Facebook (SaintMarksCharlotte). 
 

Advent Schedule 
12/4  Advent 2:   St. Mark’s Choir, John Brumbaugh, Cellist, Cantors, and Organ 10:30 
12/11 Advent 3:  Service of Lessons and Carols, 10:30 am 
                              St. Mark’s Choir, String Quartet, Vocal Soloists, and Organ 
                              Queen City Ringers Concert “All Is Calm, All Is Bright” Concert, 5 pm 
12/18 Advent 4:  St. Mark’s Choir, St. Mark’s Handbells, and Organ 10:30 
 

During Advent, prepare your heart with prayer and song. 
 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  
12/24 at 8 pm at St. Mark’s and live on Facebook at SaintMarksCharlotte.  
                             St. Mark’s Choir, Brass Quintet, Vocal Soloists, and Organ 
 

12/25 Christmas Day & 1/1/23 First Sunday of Christmas, 10:30 am service only 
 

“A Time for Stories!” 2023 Fall Stewardship Appeal  Faithfully and joyfully consider your pledge of support for 
St. Mark's in the coming year. The pledge form is included in the "A Time for Stories!" brochure, 
available in the Gathering Place. Your pledge of support is welcome at any time. An online 
pledge option is available from our webpage, or you may use the QR code (hover your phone 
camera to connect) for immediate access to St. Mark’s website donation page.  
 

 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

Our opening song "Breathe on Me, Breath of God" comes to us as #470 from Service Book and Hymnal of 
the Lutheran Church in America (1958). Edwin Hatch (1835-1889) is the author of this hymn, with its first 
publication in 1878. Hatch was a widely known Oxford scholar and theologian. This text  
demonstrates his simplicity of faith and thought. The words for spirit in both Hebrew and Greek is the 
same as that for breath. Thus, the Holy Spirit is the "Breath of God," which gives life to the believer. This 
idea is carried out through the text to the final stanza's emphasis on eternal life. The tune TRENTHAM, 
composed by Robert Jackson (1842-1914), was named for a suburb of the city of Stoke-on-Trent in North 
Staffordshire, England.  
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Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do not be dis-
mayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love and comfort for 
you in times of trial. If you would like to confidentially speak to a Stephen Minister, please contact 
Pastor Tim (pastortimsmlc@gmail.com)  

St. Mark’s Prayer List 
Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, Rachel Fulp, 
Danielle Clausen, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Paul Davis, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Carol Marion, 
Vann Milheim, Shirley Larson, Diann Krewson, Mindy Curley, Steve Rach, Oakley Coburn, Stanley Davis, 
Connie Pope, Arlene Fielding, Anthony Perrini, Sergei Kobiakov, Bill Schwartz, Mickey Byrd, Christopher 
Shirley, Kaoru Otsubo, Joan Love, Tony Ananich, Jon McKenzie, Betty Lentz, Jane Thompson, Kliffia Har-
man, and Sandy Simon. 
Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests (pastortimsmlc@gmail.com) 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |   saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com 

 

Lester Ackerman,  
Director of Music Ministry, Organist 

lackerman2@aol.com 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
stmarkselca1001@gmail.com 

 

Jessie Craig, Financial Administrator 
saintmarksfinance@gmail.com 


