
   

 

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Our Mission 
Growing Disciples - Making Christ Known 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

NOVEMBER 27, 2022 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

10:30 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Christ is coming! The season of Advent reminds us that Christians are a people awaiting Christ. As we wait, Christ 
continues to come to us in Word and Sacrament. He comes to us in the holy supper in the bread and in the wine. Though we 
vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we also give thanks for Christ raised and alive in our hearts through faith. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Offerings may be placed in the plate at the sanctuary entrance. 
The Offering will be brought forward by the ushers during the Offertory Anthem. 

Bold responses are spoken by the congregation.  
 

Prelude                              “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” BWV 645 
                   Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

Please stand as able. 
 
Processional Hymn       “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” ELW 244, stanzas 1, 2 & 4 

HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG 
 

 1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear;  
  the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 
  The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 
  Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 
 

 2. The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; 
  go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. 
  The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 
  Arise, O heirs of  glory; the bridegroom is at hand. 
 

 4. Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
  arise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this benighted sphere. 
  With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 
  the day of  earth’s redemption that sets your people free! 

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907; Music: Swedish folk tune 
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Please be seated. 
 
Welcome                                                                                                          Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 
Confession and Forgiveness  
 

All may make the sign of  the cross, the sign that is  
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of  Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed by God’s name forever. Amen. 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confess our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

The congregation may kneel or sit for the Confession. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 
 
People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on ☩ Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ , the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day                                                    
Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Lighting of  the Advent Wreath 

As the pastor lights the Advent wreath, verse one of  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” is sung. 
                                  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (ELW 257)                               VENI, EMMANUEL 
 1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  
  that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of  God appear. 
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

WORD 
 

First Reading Isaiah 2:1-5                                                                    Larry Lippert, lector 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In days to come the mountain 
of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the 
hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may 
walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!  
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 122                                                                                Christian Souza, Delenn Rumbolo, cantors 

Psalm 122:1 (Robert Hobby) Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

1I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 2Our feet are standing within your gates, O 
Jerusalem. 3Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together. 4To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, as was 
decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 5For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones of 
the house of David. 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 7Peace be within your walls, and 
security within your towers.” 8For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, “Peace be within you.” 9For the sake of the 
house of the LORD our God, I will seek your good. 
 
Second Reading Romans 13:11-14                                                           Larry Lippert, lector 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let 
us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, 
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God  
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Please stand as able. 
 
Gospel Acclamation   
                         “Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? from Holy Communion Setting Three 

 
The Holy Gospel Matthew 24:36-44 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 24th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

36“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two 
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for 
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had 
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have 
let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
Sermon                                                        “ Keep awake”                                Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 
Please stand as able. 
 
Hymn of the Day         “Savior of the Nations, Come” ELW 263 Stanzas 1-4  

NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND 
  

 1. Savior of  the nations, come; virgin’s son, make here your home. 
  Marvel now, O heav’n and earth: God has chosen such a birth. 
 

 2. Not by human flesh and blood, but the mystic Breath of  God, 
  was the Word of  God made flesh, fruit of  woman, blossom fresh. 
 

 3. Wondrous birth—oh, wondrous child—from his throne, a virgin mild! 
  Very God, and Mary’s son, eager now his race to run! 
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 4. From God’s heart the Savior speeds, back to God his pathway leads; 
  out to vanquish death’s command, back to reign at God’s right hand. 
 
Apostles’ Creed     
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession                                                                            (Pastor McKenzie, prayers) 
The congregation may kneel or sit for the Prayers. 
 
As we prepare for the fulness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope. A 
brief silence. 
 
God of promise, your children cry out everywhere for mercy. Awaken your church to the urgent needs 
of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom, uniting people of all nations in your redemptive 
and healing work. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your ongoing gift and legacy to all humanity. Teach 
us your ways of stewardship for creation so that all life might flourish, sharing in your gifts. God, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of  peace, you judge the nations with love and mercy. Beat our weapons into tools for serving our 
neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of  all nations and leaders to end war and to act led by your justice and 
mercy. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger, comfort the 
grieving, tend to the sick, and welcome the dying. We remember before you members of our church 
family: Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, 
Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff  Casella, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Carol Marion, 
Vann Milheim, Shirley Larson, Diann Krewson, Mindy Curley, Steve Rach, Oakley Coburn, Stanley 
Davis, Connie Pope, Arlene Fielding, Anthony Perrini, Sergei Kobiakov, Bill Schwartz, Mickey Byrd, 
Christopher Shirley, Kaoru Otsubo, Joan Love, Tony Ananich, Betty Lentz, Jon McKenzie, Jane 
Thompson, Kliffia Harman, and Sandy Simon. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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God of all humanity, we confess that hatred and division have continued to mar and destroy human 
community. We lament the shooting in Colorado Springs that targeted members of the LGBTQ 
community, leaving five dead and many injured, and the shooting at a Walmart in Chesapeake, Virginia 
that killed six. We ask that you would comfort the families of those killed and help us as a people to find 
solutions for the end of gun violence.  God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of eternity. We give you thanks and praise for the saints who now rest in you, and we trust that you 
will lead us into the company of all the saints where all nations will praise you in the new Jerusalem. God, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with 
the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
Peace                                                                                   
The peace of  Christ be with you always.  
(Please stand as able, sharing the peace of  the risen Christ.) 

 
MEAL 

 
OFFERING          

(Offerings for the mission of  the church, and those in need, may be placed in the plates at the sanctuary entrance) 
 
Please be seated. 
 
Anthem                                                                                 (The offering is brought forward from the Narthex.) 
                                              “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”                        

 African American Spiritual 
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, for this work’s almost done. 

Children, don’t grow weary, for this work’s almost done. 
Darker midnight lies before us, for this work’s almost done. 

Lo, the morning soon is breaking, for this work’s almost done. 
 
Offertory                                                                                (The offering is brought forward from the Narthex) 
                                  “Tidings of Comfort and Joy” stanza 1, from Light the Candle  

Traditional English Carol; Setting for choir and congregation by Michael Burkhardt 
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Offering Prayer    
Let us pray. Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive 
these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in 
need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Please stand as able. 
 

Holy Communion       
 

The Great Thanksgiving     
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Proper Preface 
 

Sanctus                             “Holy, Holy, Holy” from Holy Communion Setting Three  

 

Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation 
Be strong, do not fear!. 
Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 



 9 

 
Please be seated. 
 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is offered continuously in front of the freestanding altar, or at the rail of the high altar in two ways, by 
“Communion Kit” or wafer and wine in a small cup. Please follow the ushers’ prompts, walking forward to the desired 
communion station, and returning via the side aisles. If receiving a “kit” please seal the used utensils in the zip-lock bag, 
placing the bag after worship in the marked bowl in the Narthex. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are also available. 
 
Communion Music       
                                   “Lamb of God” from Holy Communion Setting Three 
 

 
                                                   “Savior of the Nations, Come”                      

  Tune by Johann Walter; Setting for Organ by Robert J. Powell 
 

                            “Come, O Long-Expected Jesus” from Light the Candle                    Michael Burkhardt 
Madeline Hamrick Phillips, soprano 

Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set your people free;  
from our fears and sins release us; grant us peace and liberty. 

Awake our hearts to receive you, transform our hearts by your grace,  
through our lives reveal your mercy, in this and ev’ry place. 
Born your people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king:  

born to reign in us forever, now your gracious kingdom bring. 
 

Please stand as able. 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
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Post-Communion Prayer            
Let us pray. Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the 
body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and 
strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus 
Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

SENDING BLESSING 
God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
☩ bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
Recessional Hymn       “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” ELW 246                                      MERTON 
 

 1. Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 
  “Cast away the works of  darkness, all you children of  the day!” 
 

 2. Wakened by the solemn warning, from earth’s bondage let us rise; 
  Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies. 
 

 3. See the Lamb, so long expected, come with pardon down from heav’n. 
  Let us haste, with tears of  sorrow, one and all, to be forgiv’n; 
 

 4. So, when next he comes in glory and the world is wrapped in fear, 
  he will shield us with his mercy and with words of  love draw near. 
 

 5. Honor, glory, might, and blessing to the Father and the Son 
  with the everlasting Spirit while unending ages run! 

Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878; Music: William H. Monk, 1823-1889 

 

DISMISSAL     
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Please be seated. 
 

Postlude                                         “Savior of the Nations, Come”    
Setting for Organ by Paul O. Manz 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

 
This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress and 
Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI #11377824  
 

Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie (prayers); crucifer/acolyte: Michael Lakeman; lector: Larry Lippert; 
live streaming camera: Ron Wenzel; soundboard: Alan harms; ushers: Doug Milheim, Marc Ginns, Susan Ginns, 
Eddie Goodall, A. J. Pridgen, Sean Fielding ; greeters: Eileen Dunlap, Joanne Marz; communion assistants: Lisa 
Barnette, Layton Campbell, Susan Lakeman, Gretchen Payne, A.J. Pridgen; communion helper: Karen 
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Covington; tabulators: David Platt, Alan Harms; musicians: St. Mark’s Choir; Christian Souza, Delenn Rumbolo, 
cantors; Madeline Hamrick Phillips, soprano soloist; Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry and Organist 
 

Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Melissa Smith; crucifer: Michael Lakeman; acolyte: Andrew Puky; 
lector:  Judy Frye; live streaming camera: A. J. Pridgen; soundboard: Neil Dixon; ushers: Team C; greeters: Neil 
& Charlotte Dixon, Dale & Mary Lou Hopp; communion assistants: Kevin & Karen Feezor, Rebecca Huang, Jay 
Jacob, Lawanna Stoeckel; tabulators: Meg Fielding, Kevin Feezor 
 

☩ ☩ ☩ 
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From the pastor - 
Advent is a season of watching, waiting and 
preparation. “Be patient, therefore, beloved, 
until the coming of our Lord” (James 5:7). As the 
world speeds up into holiday hyper-drive,  
Advent encourages us to slowdown, take notice 
of God’s presence in our lives, and prayerfully 
prepare our hearts for Christ’s coming. Advent is 
a season emphasizing the contrast between an 
often dark world and Christ, who is the light of 
the world. As Paul writes, “Let us then lay aside 
the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light” (Romans 13:12).  
 

This year there are many opportunities to watch, 
wait and prepare during Advent at St. Mark’s. A 
new Advent devotional booklet is available for all 
who would like to enter into the quiet of prayerful 
meditation this season. Each Wednesday at 7 pm a 
Service of Word and Prayer will be held in the  
sanctuary, allowing us to quiet ourselves in the 
midst of the busyness of this season. Each Sunday, 
in word and music, worship draws us again into the 
mystery of God’s Incarnation in Jesus Christ. Advent 
is a time to again remember that we are people of 
the light waiting for the advent of Christ who makes 
all things new. May you find peace and hope this 
season as we wait for Christ, the light of the world. 
 

In the hope and love of Christ,  
Pastor Tim McKenzie  
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com  
 
 

 
 

Worship and Congregational Life 
 

12/4 Open House & Blessing of Nursery, Godly Play 
and Youth Rooms: Please join us in the Nursery after 
the 10:30 Service for refreshments, fellowship and 
the blessing of these newly refurbished rooms.  
 

Advent & Christmas Worship Schedule: 
11/27 First Sunday of Advent (Advent Bags with  
devotional book) 
Midweek Advent Services, 7 pm (11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 
in-person and online) 

12/04 Second Sunday of Advent 
12/11 Third Sunday of Advent “Lessons & Carols”  
12/11 Queen City Ringers Concert, 5 pm 
12/18 Fourth Sunday of Advent  
12/24 Christmas Eve Service, 8 pm 
12/25 Christmas Day one service, 10:30am 
1/1/2023 First Sunday of Christmas, one service, 
10:30 am 
1/6/2023 Epiphany Service, 7 pm 
 

St. Mark’s Ethnic Restaurant Group will have its next 
dinner at Don Pedro’s Mexican Restaurant in Pine-
ville on December 20th. All persons are welcome to 
attend as many of these dinners as their schedules 
and interests may accommodate. “One-timers” are  
certainly welcome! 

· Date: December 20, 2022 
· Time: 7:00 PM 
· Address: 10015 Lee St, Pineville, NC 28134 

Please RSVP to Tom or Judy Tolbert by the Sunday 
before the dinner. The restaurant is in the shopping 
center at the intersection of NC-51 and South Polk 
Street, Pineville (Old US-521/South Blvd extension), 
behind the Mobil gas station that is in the very cor-
ner lot. Lee St is the main driveway through that 
shopping center. 
 

New WiFi Network at St. Mark’s To access the new 
wi-fi network, please select the network named 
“SMLC-Guest” in the wi-fi settings of your device, 
log on using the password (please call the church 
office), and click “yes” to the prompt asking your 
device to remember this network for automatic  
ongoing access each time you return to St. Mark’s.  
 

The Christian Education Hour is at 9:30 am on Sun-
days. Please join us as you are able. 
 

The Faith Forum class invites everyone to join us at 
9:30 in the Large Conference room for study and 
reflection on the Holy Scriptures.  
 

“Hybrid Worship” is both in-person and online  
worship at the same time. The Holy Spirit gathers us 
both in-person and online as we continue to live 
together as the body of Christ during this  
pandemic. 
 

Online worship continues to be streamed every 
Sunday at 10:30 am on Facebook (http://
www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/).  
 

Ushers for Sunday Worship  The ministry of ushering is 
a crucial part of worship because it is one of the 
most visible ministries in the Church. Please  
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Volunteer by contacting the church office or John 
Simon.  
 

St. Mark’s email list If you are not receiving emails 
from St. Mark’s, we may not have your correct 
email address. Please contact the church to let us 
know. We send at least 2 emails every week. 
 

Stewardship 
 

“A Time for Stories!” 2023 Fall Stewardship Appeal  
Faithfully and joyfully consider your pledge of  
support for St. Mark's in the coming year. The 
pledge form is included in the "A Time for Stories!"  
brochure, available in the Gathering Place. Your 
pledge of support is welcome at any time. An 
online pledge option is available from our 
webpage, or you may use the QR code.  
 

You may use the QR code at left (hover your 
phone camera to connect) for immediate  
access to St. Mark’s website donation 
page. Pledges and donations for Altar 
Flowers may also be made using this 
code. 

 

Altar Flower Sponsorship If you would like to spon-
sor live flowers for our Sunday worship service, 
please sign up on the calendar by the mailbox 
room or contact the church office.  
 

Social Ministry 
We continue to remember the hungry and home-
less through our social ministries. 
 

Loaves and Fishes Please remember families who 
need some assistance putting food on the table 

every day.  Let's continue to overflow our baker's 
rack with non-perishable, non-breakable food 
items.  Or you can leave your donation by the 
choir room door from 10:00 - 2:00 Monday - Thurs-
day.  "I was hungry and you gave me food" 
Matt.25:35 
 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen is serving 
lunch in the Fellowship Hall every Thursday for our 
neighbors. If you would like to serve, please con-
tact us. You may also support the Soup Kitchen 
through financial donations sent to the church, or 
through St. Mark’s online giving portal. Help us 
share God's love! 
 

Youth and Family Ministry 
 

Youth Classes  
Sundays at 9:30: Youth Group in the Youth Room. 
Godly Play has been temporarily paused. 
First Communion Class 11/20 & 11/27 at 9:30. 
Confirmation Class will meet Sunday,  
December 4 & 18 at 9:30. 
 

Announcements 
 

Open Eyes Help Everyone! If you see leaking pipes 
or something amiss in the building, please contact 
the church  
office. 
 

AA meets Monday nights “Third  
Tradition”, 7 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall; Wednes-
day nights “Just the Basics”, 7:30 p.m. in Room 210; 
Thursday nights “Not a Glum Lot”, 6:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
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"Savior of the Nations, Come" ELW 263, comes to us from Ambrose of Milan (340-397 A.D.), who is often 
referred to as the father of Latin hymnody or church song. Paul Westermeyer writes: "Ambrose was not 
the first to write hymns, but his hymns were the first ones the church found worth keeping." This hymn rings 
the keynote for Advent, with six stanzas providing opportunity to proclaim God's purpose in sending the 
Messiah and our response to this Good News.  The hymn was translated into German by Martin Luther in 
1523 and the translation begins, NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND (the tune name). Martin Luther is  
certainly revered for his reforming activities, writing, teaching and work as a pastor, but he also wrote 
and adapted many hymn tunes to accommodate his hymn texts, this hymn being a probable collabo-
ration with publisher and colleague Johann Walter (1496-1560)  
 

 
 
 

 

November 30, Andrew, Apostle  
Andrew was among the first of the disciples called by Jesus. In the gospels of Matthew and Mark he was 
called directly by Jesus, along with his brother Peter. In the Gospel of John, Andrew was one of two of 
John the Baptist’s followers who were called by Jesus. Andrew in turn, brought his brother Simon Peter to 
Jesus, saying, “We have found the Messiah” (John 1:41). Further, Andrew is the disciple who brought  
forward to Jesus the boy with five loaves and two fish (John 6:8). Andrew, along with Philip, also brought 
a group of Greeks to Jesus (John 12:20ff). Andrew was a shepherd who introduced others to Jesus, and is 
remembered as a martyr to his faith in Jesus.  
 
December 3, Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, (1506-1552) 
A native of the Basque region of Spain, Francis Xavier was one of the initial seven, and a co-founder of 
the Jesuits, that formed around Ignatius de Loyola in 1534. Ordained a priest in 1537, Xavier was a  
missionary to Goa, India, Southeast Asia, and Japan. He  was appointed Apostolic nuncio to the East. 
Xavier is remembered for his evangelistic work among indigenous peoples and children. He set the 
course for mission in Asia and Japan, which was radical at the time, emphasizing learning local  
languages for preaching and catechetical work.  

  Adapted from Sundays and Seasons 
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St. Mark’s Prayer List 
Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, Rachel Fulp, 
Danielle Clausen, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Carol Marion, Vann 
Milheim, Shirley Larson, Diann Krewson, Mindy Curley, Steve Rach, Oakley Coburn, Stanley Davis, Connie 
Pope, Arlene Fielding, Anthony Perrini, Sergei Kobiakov, Bill Schwartz, Mickey Byrd, Christopher Shirley, 
Kaoru Otsubo, Joan Love, Tony Ananich, Jon McKenzie, Betty Lentz, Jane  
Thompson, Kliffia Harman, and Sandy Simon. 
Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests (pastortimsmlc@gmail.com) 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com 

 

Lester Ackerman,  
Director of Music Ministry, Organist 

lackerman2@aol.com 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
stmarkselca1001@gmail.com 

 

Jessie Craig, Finance Administrator 
saintmarksfinance@gmail.com 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |   saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

Readings for 12/4/2022,  
The Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
May the righteous flourish; 
let there be an abundance 
of peace. (Ps. 72:7)  
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

Birthdays 
11/30  Cliff Edahl, Jr. 
12/1    Tom Tolbert 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love and 
comfort for you in times of trial. If you would like to confidentially speak to a Stephen Min-
ister, please contact Pastor Tim (pastortimsmlc@gmail.com)  


