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11.27.2022 Advent 1                                        Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44 

“Keep awake” 

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.   

   Good morning. Today marks the beginning of Advent, a season in which we gradually decorate 

our church, first with an Advent wreath and candles. To light a candle is an act of hope because its 

light shines in the darkness. The light of this wreath is a symbol of the light of the world, Jesus 

Christ. The light of Christ shines in the darkness and the darkness cannot overcome it. 

  For years in Tokyo, like many people around the world, we decorated our front yard, trees and 

hedges with small white lights, a sign that light overcomes darkness. Though there are many other 

decorations at this time of the year, for me, nothing is quite as powerful as simple small lights 

illuminating the darkness of the night with a feeling of hope.  

For some, these lights are simply a nice seasonal decoration, but for me these lights are a symbol 

pointing to a reality beyond the lights themselves – the reality of the light of Christ. The reading 

from Isaiah today offers us the hope of living in this light in a world where nations no longer learn 

war. It is a vision of nations climbing upward to God. It is a vision light and hope in the darkness of 

the world. Isaiah writes, “O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.” 

On the first Sunday of Advent, Christians remind themselves that we are a pilgrim people, led by 

the light of the risen Christ, always journeying toward the kingdom of God, a place of divine light. 

The season of Advent is a reminder of the eschatological hope of a new heaven and a new earth. As 

people of faith, we look forward to a new Jerusalem where the gates of the city will always be open, 

where there will be no darkness because glory of God will be city’s light. 

  In today’s world such a vision seems fantastic and perhaps even a bit naïve, in view of our 

enlightened existence as modern people. Human beings have created technologies that help us 

overcome the darkness of night. We can take off in airplanes at night and fly into the dawn. We 

have harnessed nuclear energy to provide seemingly infinite light, so that the city never sleeps. 

Modern cities produce so much light at night that they are easily seen from space, and yet their light 

makes the stars in the nighttime sky so difficult to see that one must leave the city in search of 

higher ground away from the city’s light.  

Yet for all of our enlightened knowledge, we have not been able to overcome the darkness of the 

human heart. Contrary to Isaiah’s vision, nations continue to prepare for and go to war. Isaiah’s 
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vision of a world without weapons of war has not yet been realized. We have not been able to use 

our enlightened reason to end the darkness of the human heart. Isaiah’s vision provides the Advent 

hope that human beings might, one day, gather on the divine mountaintop to work together for good 

in the light of God that enlivens all things and which no darkness can overcome. 

During Advent, we read prophets like Isaiah because they encourage us to look upward at the 

“big picture” of God’s unfolding work of salvation in Jesus Christ, which includes all nations. We 

do not illuminate and decorate our church as a quaint old-world tradition, as if all that mattered was 

waiting for December 25th, dinner and presents. Advent is meant to help us enter into the profound 

mystery of time and eternity – that God has entered into human time with the eternity of love and 

grace. Advent is a season to slow down and look upward toward God, certain that through faith, the 

eternity of God dwells in us. 

Yet we have heard all this before. We are so familiar with this season and its story that we can 

overlook, or even feel indifferent, to the profound significance of God’s love for this world. God so 

loved this world that God became human in Jesus Christ, and yet some will be quick to say, the 

world is still a dark and brutal place.  

This is why there is a sense of urgency to Advent. Each year, Advent comes into a dark world 

suddenly, and we realize we aren’t prepared for God’s time and eternity. Advent reminds us that it 

is we who must awake to the new thing God seeks to do in the midst of our daily lives. Today’s 

reading from Matthew certainly contains this sense of urgency. Jesus is, of course, speaking of the 

end of time, when, “Two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will 

be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do 

not know on what day your Lord is coming.” The urgency of Advent is about the inbreaking of 

God’s eternity into human time and the risen Christ dwelling in you through faith.  

This text also helps me realize that the risen Christ also comes to each of us unexpectedly in the 

routines of our daily work and relationships. We may be talking with someone at work, we may be 

helping someone at home, or visiting with someone, when suddenly it becomes clear that Christ is 

present with us so that we might share light and hope with another. I can think of many times when 

someone has unexpectedly called me, helped me or visited me throughout my life. Jesus says, 

“Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” The light 

that Isaiah describes illumining all nations, continues to shine in the darkness of the nations today. 

Think with me again about the story we have heard many times. In a small town named 
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Bethlehem, Jesus Christ, the light of the world, was born of Mary. In him, the God of eternity 

entered into humanity unnoticed. Jesus was born and grew and as all human beings do. God wished 

to be known not in military power, the might of kings, or in wealth, but in poverty, humility and 

suffering. God desired to be known in our humanity, even oppressed under the shadow of empire. A 

wandering itinerant rabbi with no real home has outlasted empires and countless emperors and 

kings. His kingdom, all the while, has continued to expand to include people of every nation and 

language – far larger than any empire the world has seen. Daily, people around the world call him 

their friend and talk to him as if he was their brother, seeking his guidance and strength. 

Advent urges us to be ready, for the Son of Man comes at an unexpected hour. He will dwell, 

with his kingdom, in any heart that calls upon him. He will take you suddenly into his grace and 

kingdom, and his infinite kingdom will dwell in you. Unexpectedly, people who were once enemies 

will become friends. Unexpectedly, people who speak different languages will share the same faith, 

all led by the same light of Christ. Unexpectedly, people of all nations are visited with his grace, as 

he finds a home in sanctuaries like ours, worshiped in every language. 

Advent calls for us to rise from our sleepwalking – to “keep awake” and to “be ready,” As Paul 

writes, “The night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put 

on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day.”  

Keep awake – for night is flying. The light of Christ will shine through you in this church’s 

ministries, and through all you do in daily life. Your life will offer light in the darkness, and 

encouragement and hope to a weary world. 

  Keep awake – begin Advent with hope in the light of Christ.  

Through your life, the light of Christ is overcoming the darkness of the world. Amen. 

 

 

 


