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10.9.2022 Pentecost 18                                       Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

2 Kings 5:1-3; 7-15c; Psalm 111; 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19 

“Remember Jesus Christ” 

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.   

   Paul has given us one of the briefest and clearest descriptions of Jesus Christ imaginable. Paul 

writes, “Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is my gospel.” 

These words, “Remember Jesus Christ,” encourage us to remember Jesus in prayer and to say his 

name because this is how he lives in each of us who call upon him.  

Have you ever wondered why Jesus’ name and the gospel story are still remembered today? It is 

simply astounding that an itinerant teacher from Nazareth should be remembered 2,000 years later. 

A great many people have been long forgotten throughout history. For example, everyday people in 

antiquity. It is said we know more about educated speakers of Latin owing to the writings and 

speeches of someone like Cicero, but we know next to nothing about how Latin was spoken by 

everyday people, let alone knowing their names. They and their stories have vanished from history. 

  How many of us can easily remember off the top of our heads, names of family members five or 

six generations ago? Many of us would be hard pressed, unless we are family genealogists, to 

quickly cite great-great-grandparents’ names. As a young boy, I knew all of my great grandparents, 

but if asked, I could not go one generation behind them. 

And yet, the name of Jesus Christ is not only remembered, Jesus’ words and message are known 

across the world today in nearly every language This is remarkable. People everywhere feel as if 

they know Jesus as a brother or as a friend. 

I believe this is what Paul is describing with his words, “Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the 

dead, a descendant of David—that is my gospel.” Christians have remembered Jesus Christ, said his 

name, prayed to him, conversed with him, and relied upon him in every part of their lives for over 

2,000 years.  

And yet, there is a difference between Jesus, and say, someone like Cicero. Paul writes, 

“Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead.” This is the difference: Jesus lives. Like Cicero and 

every human being, Jesus died a human death, but he was raised from the dead. Paul knew this, 

because he had experienced the living Christ. Though Paul had persecuted Christ, he was 

encountered by the risen Christ on the road to Damascus, and was given a new life. The verb that 

Paul uses for “raised from the dead” means Jesus died once, but now lives forever. 
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The key to understanding why an itinerant preacher from Nazareth is remembered today is 

because he lives. He lives in any human heart and mind that is willing to allow him in. He lives by 

the grace through the faith that burns in our hearts.  

Paul goes on, writing, “Remember Jesus…a descendant of David,” meaning Jesus lived as you 

and me with a family story. Like each of us, Jesus has a story of being born into a particular family, 

and into a particular time in history. Because Jesus lives, Jesus also becomes part of your human 

story, and you become part of his royal family – a sister or a brother to all who believe. 

Paul concludes saying, “that is my gospel.” Paul is saying, “This is my story about Jesus.” 2,000 

years later Jesus is still remembered because he lives in all people who welcome him into their 

hearts, who remember him, who say his name, who share his grace and love with others.  

Yet Paul’s words, “Remember Jesus Christ,” are words that should cause each of us to ask, “How 

long after my death will my name be remembered?” Jesus’ name endures because he lives in us. 

Paul writes, “If we have died with him, we will also live with him; if we endure, we will also reign 

with him; if we deny him, he will also deny us; if we are faithless, he remains faithful— he cannot 

deny himself.” Though we die, we shall live with him. Our names will live on as we live for him, 

serving him and loving our neighbors. His faithfulness teaches us to be faithful. Jesus becomes your 

story. Remember him. 

  Today’s gospel is also a story about someone who remembered Jesus. Jesus became part of his 

story of healing, thanksgiving and new life. As Jesus was going through the region between 

Samaria and Galilee, he was approached by ten lepers. Their illness was so contagious that these ten 

Samaritans and Jews lived in a region in between their own communities. We might say they lived 

in the margins, in the in-between places. Such places are a threshold, a liminal place between life 

and death. God is in these in-between spaces between cultures, languages and religions so that God 

might bring something new out of sickness, separation, hatred and war.  

  Today’s Old Testament reading also portrays a story of healing in a liminal space between 

cultures, nations and religions. Naaman, the commander of the army of Aram, though a mighty 

warrior, was losing a battle to an illness. Though a warrior of his own nation, he could only find 

healing through a foreign prophet, Elisha, and a foreign river, the Jordan.  

This is how God works. God comes to us in our isolation and need, in our suffering and hardship. 

God comes to us in the in-between margins of our lives. God uses in-between liminal spaces to heal 

and bring us to new life. For Naaman and the Ten Lepers, to be in the margin between nations, 
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cultures and religions was, a place of sacred possibility, a place of renewal, healing and new life. So 

too for us – only in standing at a threshold in between life and death can we seek the mercy of God.   

Ten lepers called out to Jesus, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” In remembering Jesus and 

calling upon his name, they were all were healed. Jesus offered healing to every one of them, yet 

only one man returned to give thanks. God’s grace and love are like this. They are extended to 

every person who calls upon his name – the good and evil, the sick and the healthy – all receive 

grace. 

  All of us, like them, have perhaps had moments of intense need when we have prayed for help, 

and yet, once helped, we have forgotten to remember Jesus. Perhaps it was the loss of work, an 

illness, or the suffering of a loved one – do we remember and return to Jesus, offering our 

thanksgiving for the grace and healing we have received?  

This past week, as I thought about today’s readings, Psalms 103 and 116 have been on my mind. 

They say it well. Psalm 106 reads, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all of his benefits,” 

and Psalm 116 also, “What shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits to me?” Do we remember 

Jesus Christ and all of his benefits – raised from the dead, a descendant of David – alive in my life 

and in the lives of so many others? Is Jesus alive in your life, also your gospel? 

These stories – and your story – are stories of healing in the margins of life. These stories draw us 

into a better understanding of Holy Baptism. We remember that we share in the same baptism as 

Jesus; we have been washed by water and the word, called “beloved” by God. We have been moved 

from death to new life. Paul experienced this and so wrote, “Remember Jesus Christ, raised from 

the dead, a descendant of David.” This is also our gospel. 

Remember him, for he will remember you. 

Die to him, and he will live in you. 

Serve with him, and he will help you serve others. 

He will remain faithful to you, always granting you faith and hope to share. 

Remember Jesus Christ. He lives so that you might never die. Jesus shares your human story so 

that he might become your story. Remember Jesus Christ.  

This is how Jesus Christ has lived for 2,000 years. He lives so that living in you, you might live 

for him. This is our gospel and Jesus is our story. Amen. 


