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10.30.2022 Reformation Sunday                               Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 46; Romans 3:19-28; John 8:31-36 

“Grace and Faith – Freedom in Christ” 

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.   

Today on Reformation Sunday, we remember a historical event, and we give thanks that God 

continues to justify us by grace through faith. Grace is God’s ongoing work, through the Holy 

Spirit, that frees us in Christ to live for others. 

The Reformation began in 1517, as Martin Luther rediscovered the core of the gospel message – 

that we are made righteous, not by our own works, but solely by the gift of God’s grace, which we 

grasp through faith. If you look at the red banner to the right of the pulpit, you will see the Latin 

words, “Sola Fide,” which mean “Faith Alone.” These words represent the core gospel message that 

the grace of Jesus Christ is given to us by faith alone. As Paul wrote in Romans, “For we hold that 

a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.” Paul was saying something so 

radical that we need to hear it again and again. We are forgiven and made into holy people not by 

our own efforts, but only by God’s grace through faith.  

Luther’s rediscovery of the gospel of grace shattered the Medieval worldview. It meant, rather 

than going through the hierarchy of the Medieval church, people now had access to their Savior 

Jesus Christ directly through faith. In order that people could understand and be grasped by God’s 

grace, Luther also translated the Bible and the Mass into the local German language of his era.  

Many of us might be forgiven for not always realizing the precious gift of being able to read 

God’s word and worship in our own languages. The words “Sola Fide” on this banner remind us 

that all we need is given by God as the gift of grace through faith. As Paul writes, “For there is no 

distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his 

grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” 

In 1519, early in the Reformation, Martin Luther wrote a sermon titled, Two Kinds of 

Righteousness. There, he expressed the significance of the gospel of grace, writing, 

Through faith in Christ, therefore, Christ’s righteousness becomes our righteousness and all 

that he has becomes ours; rather, he himself becomes ours.  

Luther called this the “joyful exchange” in which Christ takes our sins upon himself, and in 

exchange, gives us his righteousness. Luther’s understanding of Paul is central here – through faith 

alone, Jesus Christ himself becomes ours. Indeed, in Galatians (2:20) Paul boldly writes, “It is no 
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longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” This is what we celebrate today: Jesus Christ lives in 

us through faith. “Faith” is the one word that describes what the Reformation was all about and why 

it still matter today. 

Luther’s rediscovery of the gospel of being made righteous by grace through faith continues to 

send shockwaves, even today, because we continue to live in a world that tells us that we are only 

as good as we are able to produce. We succeed or fail in this world based upon our merits, our 

grades, our work output – in other words, we live in a world consumed by a message of salvation by 

works. And of course, this spills over into the way we look at our relationship with God and with 

our neighbor. 

Today’s celebration of the Reformation is not simply the remembering of a historical event, 

rather it is the celebration of God’s ongoing work of the Holy Spirit, continuing to offer hope and 

new life to all who believe. Through faith, Jesus lives – he lives for you and for me and all who 

believe. 

The Latin phrase “Ecclesia semper reformanda est” (the church must always be reformed), 

describes why we remember the Reformation. The church must always proclaim the gospel of 

justification by grace through faith because it leads to a continuing reformation of the church and 

our lives, through the power of the Holy Spirit. Grace leads to freedom in Christ. Yet too often 

churches have made their theology and their denomination the center of their identity and message, 

rather than allowing Jesus Christ to be the living and liberating center of the church’s identity and 

message. We are nothing without the grace of Jesus Christ, and with the grace of Jesus Christ at the 

center, there is nothing we cannot do. “The church must always be reformed” is a message about 

the love of God who comes freely into a broken world through Jesus Christ so that we might freely 

live for others. 

In the gospel reading for today, Jesus addresses an age-old human problem. Human beings like to 

think we aren’t in need of God’s help; we like to think we already know the truth and that we are 

truly free. We tell one another who to like and who to hate. Economically, politically and culturally, 

we tell one another to support and who to oppose. We think we are free to act, and yet we are bound 

and fettered by all sorts of ideologies and cultural patterns disguised as freedom. Human beings 

love to use the word “freedom,” while at the same time, often working to restrict the freedom of 

others. 

Jesus’ words about freedom are a radical and countercultural message: “So if the Son makes you 
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free, you will be free indeed.” It is helpful to remember that for the first three hundred years of 

Christian history, Christians had absolutely no politically guaranteed freedoms, and they were 

persecuted and killed for their faith. So much so, the early church theologian Tertullian wrote, “The 

blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” Early Christians knew that only in Jesus Christ had 

they been set free from every binding and oppressive force in this world. Because Jesus Christ lived 

in them, they knew that even death could not separate them from him. Their faith was a joyful and 

powerful witness to Jesus Christ alive in them. In an era before printed copies of the Bible were 

available, Christ lived in Christians by grace through faith. They were witnesses to the living word 

about freedom in Christ, and their lives were the seed of the church. 

On Reformation Sunday, we are reminded that sola fide – faith alone – in Jesus is what frees us 

from our sinful human self-centeredness in order that we might live for Christ and for our neighbor. 

The Son sets us free so that we might freely live for others. This is the purpose of justification by 

grace through faith: it is to live freed as Christ would have us live for others. Grace and faith are the 

way to freedom in Christ. This is freedom that will change the world, because we are freed from the 

fear of death, freed from sin, freed from the need to conform to this world – we are free to finally 

and truly live, because Christ lives in each of us. 

Psalm 46, which was the inspiration for Martin Luther’s hymn “A Mighty Fortress,” begins with 

the well-known words, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” This psalm 

expresses the reality and hope of discipleship to Jesus, and verse 5 reads, “God is in the midst of the 

city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning dawns.” Because Christ lives in you 

through faith, God is already in the midst of the city through you.  

To a world in need grace and faith, Christ frees you to be the voice of hope and justice in this city 

and in this world. Christian freedom – freedom in Christ – is given to you to live boldly, bravely 

and freely for your neighbor.  

This is why the Reformation matters. The church is always being reformed by God’s grace, 

freeing us to live courageously as servants of our neighbor.  

“If the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” At the end of your life all that will matter is 

how Christ has lived in and through you.  

God is in the midst of the city. Live with freedom for Christ and for your neighbor. Amen. 

 


