
   

 

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Our Mission 
Growing Disciples - Making Christ Known 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

OCTOBER 23, 2022 
THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

10:30 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark contrast in the gospel and all around us in the world today. Yet the 
good news is that God is merciful to sinners who call upon God’s name with humility. Paul encourages us to keep the faith 
over the entirety of the race, as we strive toward to goal of the heavenly kingdom. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Offerings may be placed in the plate at the entrance to the sanctuary. 
The Offering will be brought forward by the ushers during the Offertory Anthem. 

Bold responses are spoken by the congregation.  
 

Prelude                                  “Partita on ‘O God, Our Help in Ages Past’”                          Paul O. Manz 
                                                     Andante-Presto 
 

Please stand as able. 
 

Processional Hymn               “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” ELW 632                                    ST. ANNE 
 

 1. O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
  our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home: 
 

 2. Under the shadow of  your throne your saints have dwelt secure; 
  sufficient is your arm alone, and our defense is sure. 
 

 3. Before the hills in order stood or earth received its frame, 
  from everlasting you are God, to endless years the same. 
 

 4. A thousand ages in your sight are like an evening gone, 
  short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 
 

 5. Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears all our years away; 
  they fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the op’ning day. 
 

 6. O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
  still be our guard while troubles last and our eternal home. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.; Music: William Croft, 1678-1727-1872 

 
Please be seated. 
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Welcome                                                                                                          Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Confession. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  
 

All may make the sign of  the cross, the sign that is  
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who is eager to forgive 
and who loves us beyond our days.  
Amen. 
 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge 
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of mercy and forgiveness, 
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 
We have harmed your good creation. 
We have failed to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with you. 
Turn us in a new direction. 
Show us the path that leads to life. 
Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 

Beloved of God: 
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 
God points the way to new life in Christ, 
who meets us on the road. 
Journey now in God's abiding love 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ , the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day                                                    
Let us pray. Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting forgiveness. 
Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth may find their glory in you, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Temple Talk                          “Faith of our Fathers (and Mothers, too!)”                                 Ken Hazen 
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WORD 

 

First Reading Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22                                                  Karen Feezor, lector 
7Although our iniquities testify against us, act, O LORD, for your name’s sake; our apostasies indeed are 
many, and we have sinned against you. 8O hope of Israel, its savior in time of trouble, why should you be 
like a stranger in the land, like a traveler turning aside for the night? 9Why should you be like someone 
confused, like a mighty warrior who cannot give help? Yet you, O LORD, are in the midst of us, and we 
are called by your name; do not forsake us! 10Thus says the LORD concerning this people: Truly they have 
loved to wander, they have not restrained their feet; therefore the LORD does not accept them, now he 
will remember their iniquity and punish their sins. 19Have you completely rejected Judah? Does your heart 
loathe Zion? Why have you struck us down so that there is no healing for us? We look for peace, but find 
no good; for a time of healing, but there is terror instead. 20We acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD, 
the iniquity of our ancestors, for we have sinned against you. 21Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; do 
not dishonor your glorious throne; remember and do not break your covenant with us. 22Can any idols of 
the nations bring rain? Or can the heavens give showers? Is it not you, O LORD our God? We set our 
hope on you, for it is you who do all this. 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 84:1-7                                                                                  Matt Blaker, Delenn Rumbolo, cantors 

Psalm 84:5 (Linda Cable Shaw) Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

1How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! 2My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the LORD; my heart 
and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. 3Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she 
may lay her young, at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 4Happy are those who live in your house, ever 
singing your praise. Selah 5Happy are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 6As they go 
through the valley of Baca they make it a place of springs; the early rain also covers it with pools. 7They go from strength to 
strength; the God of gods will be seen in Zion. 
 
Second Reading 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18                                                  Karen Feezor, lector 
6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. 7I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8From now on there is reserved for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not 
only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.16At my first defense no one came to my 
support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave 
me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. 
So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for 
his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God  
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Gospel Acclamation   
                            “Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? from Holy Communion Setting Three 

Please stand as able. 
 
The Holy Gospel Luke 18:9-14 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 18th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

9He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded 
others with contempt: 10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like 
other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth 
of all my income.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was 
beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his 
home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble 
themselves will be exalted.”  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Homily                                     “Finish the race, Keep the faith”                             Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 
Hymn of the Day                     “You Are Mine” ELW 581                                                YOU ARE MINE 
 

1. “I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from all your fear. 
     Your will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice. Be still and know I am here. 
 

2. “I am hope for all who are hopeless, I am eyes for all who long to see. 
     In the shadows of the night, I will be your light. Come and rest in me.  
 

Refrain: “Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name. 
    Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine.” 
 

3. “I am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame. 
    All the blind will see, the lame will all run free, and all will know my name. refrain 
 

4. “I am the Word that leads all to freedom, I am the peace the world cannot give. 
    I will call you name, embracing all your pain. Stand up, now walk and live! refrain 

Text & Music: David Haas, b. 1957  ©1991 GIA Publications, Inc 

 
Please stand as able. 
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Apostles’ Creed     
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession                                                                (Pastor McKenzie, prayer assistant) 
The congregation may sit or kneel for the Prayers. 
 

In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God's creation. A brief silence. 
 
God of mercy, you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Inspire your church in all 
places to serve you and all our neighbors with humility and love - signs of the unceasing grace you 
shower upon us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all creation, you formed a world, where even the sparrow finds a home. Preserve the beauty and 
diversity of all creatures with whom we share the earth, and grant us wisdom and strength to protect all 
living things. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of peace, you are an ever-present help in time of trouble. Rescue families and nations torn apart by 
violence and war, we especially remember the war in Ukraine and gun violence in our own nation. Unite 
all people to look to you for reconciliation and peace, and may our lives proclaim your message through 
humble love and service to you and our neighbor. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of hope, you stand with those who suffer and give strength to the afflicted. Comfort your people, 
replacing fear and anger with hope and joy. Bring healing to all who are sick in body, mind, or spirit. 
Embrace with compassion and healing our church family: Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, 
Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff  
Casella, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Carol Marion, Vann Milheim, Shirley Larson, Diann Krewson, 
Mindy Curley, Steve Rach, Oakley Coburn, Stanley Davis, Connie Pope, Arlene Fielding, Anthony 
Perrini, Sergei Kobiakov, Bill Schwartz, Mickey Byrd, Christopher Shirley, Kaoru Otsubo, Joan Love, 
Tony Ananich, Kota Lorensen, Betty Lentz, Jon McKenzie, Jane Thompson, Kliffia Harman, and Sandy 
Simon. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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God of restoration, your grace grants strength and enlivens faith. Renew the members of this 
congregation as a community of humility and repentance, always able to rescue and help all whom we 
encounter with your love and grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of eternal life, to you be the glory forever. We give you thanks for all the faithful saints who have 
fought the good fight, finished the race, kept the faith, and now live with you. Grant us humility to walk 
humbly with you, saving and leading us toward your heavenly kingdom. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Peace                                                                                   
The peace of  Christ be with you always.  
(please share words of  peace while practicing “social distancing” as appropriate) 

 
MEAL 

 
OFFERING                                                          (Offerings may be placed in the plate at the sanctuary entrance) 
 
Anthem                                               “Peace I Leave with You”                                           Rob Landes 

 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you;  
not as the world gives do I give to you. 

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.  
 
Offertory                                                                               (The offering is brought forward from the Narthex) 
                                        “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” ELW 623 Stanzas 1 & 2                      TOPLADY 
 

 1. Rock of  Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself  in thee;  
  let the water and the blood, from thy riven side which flowed, 
  be of  sin the double cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 
 

 2. Not the labors of my hands can fulfill thy law’s demands; 
  could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow, 
  all for sin could not atone; thou must save, and thou alone. 

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778; Music: Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872 

 
Offering Prayer    
Let us pray. Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a 
banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table 
for all. Amen. 
 
Please stand as able. 
 
Holy Communion       
 

The Great Thanksgiving     
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Proper Preface 
 

Sanctus              “Holy, Holy, Holy” from LAND OF REST Acclamations      Setting by Richard Proulx 
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Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation 
Christ invites you to this table. 
Come, taste and see.  
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is offered continuously in front of the freestanding altar, or at the rail of the high altar in two ways, by 
“Communion Kit” or wafer and wine in a small cup. Please follow the ushers’ prompts, walking forward to the desired 
communion station, and returning via the side aisles. If receiving a “kit” please seal the used utensils in the zip-lock bag, 
placing the bag after worship in the marked bowl in the Narthex. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are also available. 
 

Communion Music       
                                            “Lamb of God” from Holy Communion Setting Three 
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                                                      “Prelude on ’Rock of Ages’”                       Tune by Thomas Hastings  

Organ Setting by Peter Pindar Stearns 
 
                                                        “The Cup of Blessing”                                                 Ronald Turner 

 Incorporating “All for Jesus” by John Stainer 
 

The cup of blessing which we bless, is this not a sharing in the blood of Christ? 
This cup is a promise in the blood of the Lamb. Drink it in remembrance of Him. 

The bread which we break, a body broken, is this not a sharing of the body of Christ?  
One bread, one body, one cup, one promise, signs of the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ,  

God’s love, and the blessing of the Holy Spirit. 
 

                                         “Larghetto on ‘Our Father, We Have Wandered’” 
Tune by Hans Leo Hassler; Organ Setting by Michael Burkhardt 

 
Please stand as able. 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
 
Post-Communion Prayer            
Let us pray. God of  the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the 
journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

SENDING BLESSING 
God, who gives life to all things 
and frees us from despair, 
bless you with truth and peace.  
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.  
Amen. 
 
Recessional Hymn    “Our Father, We Have Wandered” ELW 606 stanzas 1 & 3         

                    HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN 
 1. Our Father, we have wandered and hidden from your face;  
  in foolishness have squandered your legacy of grace. 
  But now, in exile dwelling, we rise with fear and shame, 
  as, distant but compelling, we hear you call our name. 
 

 3. O Lord of  all the living, both banished and restored, 
  compassionate, forgiving, and ever-caring Lord, 
  grant now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease. 
  Stretch out your hand in blessing, in pardon, and in peace. 

Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006, © 1998 International Committee on English if the Liturgy, Inc.. Music: Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612 arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 



 10 

 
DISMISSAL     
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude                                               “Exultate” Op. 3, No. 3                               Daniel E. Gawthrop 

 
☩ ☩ ☩ 

 
This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress 
and Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI #11377824  
 

Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie (prayer assistant); crucifer: Kelsey Smith; acolyte: Riley Smith; 
lector: Karen Feezor; live streaming camera: Laura Foust; soundboard: John Brumbaugh; ushers: John 
Simon, Michael Doyne, Jenny Dagenhart, Jay Jacob, Jim Metze, Bill Thompson, Michael Thompson; 
greeters: Gretchen Dodge, Jackie Ellington; communion assistants: Cliff Edahl, Ken Hazen, Jay Jacob, 
Carol Goodall, Rebecca Huang; communion helper: Kay Finlon; tabulators: Doug Milheim, David Platt; 
musicians: St. Mark’s Choir; Matt Blaker, Delenn Rumbolo, cantors; Lester Ackerman, Director of Music 
Ministry and Organist 
 

Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Bill Schwartz; crucifer: Michael Lakeman; acolyte: Andrew Puky; 
lector: Kay Finlon; live streaming camera: TBD; soundboard: Alan Harms; ushers: Team A; greeters: 
Evelyn Gerdes, Eddie & Carol Goodall; communion assistants: Lawanna Stoeckel, Lisa Barnette, Layton 
Campbell, Karen Feezor, Keven Feezor; communion helper: Karen Covington; tabulators: Alan Harms, 
Meg Fielding 
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From the pastor - 
This is the 30th occasional bulletin memo I have 
written since the start of the pandemic. At first, 
these memos were almost every few weeks, as we 
adapted to constant guidance from government 
and church. Over the past two and a half years, 
St. Mark’s Congregation Council has steadfastly 
and prayerfully guided this church, always seeking 
to discern the movement of the Holy Spirit, guiding 
us into new avenues for ministry. We have relied on 
prayer and faith to guide us. 
 

In this way, St. Mark’s Council has recently  
approved restoring the full choir procession and 
recession to the 10:30 Service. This will resume on 
October 30th, Reformation Sunday. I know that, 
along with me, there are many who will welcome 
the return of this much-missed part of the service. 
 

Regarding masks, St. Mark’s Council has also  
approved removing the requirement for  
Communion Assistants to wear masks during Holy 
Communion. This will also begin on Reformation 
Sunday. If you desire to wear a mask during  
worship, please do so. Masks continue to be  
optional, and we continue to support all who 
need or choose to wear a mask. 
 

Paul’s words, “For we walk by faith, not by 
sight,” (2 Corinthians 5:7) remind us that even 
when the path forward seems unclear, faith is 
God’s precious gift of grace, offering us insight 
and guidance throughout our lives. I pray that St. 
Mark’s members and friends will continue to walk 
by faith, leading lives of service and hope so that 
others might also know God’s grace in their lives. 
 

In the hope and love of Christ,  
Pastor Tim McKenzie  
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Worship and Congregational Life 
 

Altar Flowers Today are given in honor of the 50th 
Anniversary of Sean and Meg Fielding. 
 

Book Swap Today! Pick out the books you want to 
take home! All the remaining books will be  
donated to Julia's Cafe & Books and ReStore to 
benefit Habitat for Humanity of Charlotte . 
 

The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet on 
Thursday, October 27 at 10 am—both in person 
and via Zoom. Our study this month is Caste: The 
Origins of our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson. In 
this brilliant book, Wilkerson presents a masterful 
portrait of an unseen phenomenon in America as 
she explores, through an immersive, deeply  
researched narrative and stories about real  
people, how America today and throughout its 
history has been shaped by a hidden caste  
system, a rigid hierarchy of human rankings.  
Linking the caste systems of America, India, and 
Nazi Germany, Wilkerson explores eight pillars that 
underlie caste systems across civilizations,  
including the divine, will, bloodlines, stigma, and 
more. Using riveting stories about people she 
shows the insidious ways undertow of caste is  
experienced every day. She documents how the 
Nazis studied the racial systems in America to plan 
their outcast of the Jews; she discusses why the 
cruel logic of caste requires that there be a  
bottom rung for those in the middle to measure 
themselves against; she writes about the surprising 
health costs of caste, in depression and life  
expectancy, and the effects of this hierarchy on 
our culture and politics. Finally, she points out how 
America can move beyond the artificial and  
destructive separations and human divisions  
toward hope in our shared humanity. All are  
invited to participate in discussing this thought-
provoking work. Please contact Kay Sehorn or  
Judy Tolbert for more information.  
 

“A Time for Stories!” 2023 Fall Stewardship Appeal, 
October 30. Faithfully and joyfully consider your 
pledge of support for St. Mark's in the coming year. 
The pledge form is included in the "A Time for  
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Stories!" brochure to be mailed this week. 
You are invited to offer your pledge at 
the Reformation Day service on October 
30. An online pledge option is available 
from our webpage, or you may use the 
QR code. All pledges received ahead of 

this date will also be brought forward with the  
offering on Reformation Sunday. 
 

St. Mark’s October Congregational Meeting 
10/30/22 Reformation Sunday immediately after 
the 10:30 service. Thank you for your ‘faithfulness in 
service together at St. Mark’s! 
 

Congregational Potluck 10/30/22 
Please join us for a potluck lunch on Reformation 
Day, Sunday, October 30, following the 10:30 am 
Worship service! Sponsored by the Congregational 
Life Committee, fried chicken and drinks will be 
provided. We ask that you bring a side dish,  
protein, or dessert to share. This will be the first time 
we have gathered for a meal as a church family in 
over two years, and we are excited to be able to 
come together again in this way. We hope you will 
join us as we enjoy a time of fellowship and good 
food and celebrate our bond as children of God. 
 

Vespers at St. Mark’s presents “Triple Delights” - A 
Trio of Woodwinds  Sunday, November 20 at 5pm. 
Samuel Sparrow, Clarinet, Hollis Ulaky, Clarinet, and 
Amy Whitehead Orsinger, Flute. Mark your  
calendar! 
 

Bereavement Coordinator Position Open The  
Congregational Life Committee is seeking a  
coordinator for our Bereavement sub-committee. 
This person (or persons - it could be a team of two) 
would serve as the liaison between Pastor  
McKenzie and our committee when there is a 
death in our congregation. Offering a time of  
fellowship to bereaved families in our  
congregation is a time-honored tradition that has  
provided comfort and consolation to many, many 
people throughout our church's long history, and 
we hope to be able to continue this tradition. 
Please contact any of the following if you'd like to 
discuss this position or would like to volunteer, see 
Jane McCall, Susan Lakeman, or Karen Feezor. We 
thank you for your prayerful consideration of this 
position and pray that the Holy Spirit will move 
among us so that we can continue our Bereave-
ment Ministry. 
 

Committee for Visible Partnerships  This committee 

has been appointed by St. Mark’s Congregation 
Council for the purpose of exploring and  
envisioning the use of St. Mark’s building by outside  
organizations in the furtherance Christ’s mission by 
raising awareness of our presence in this  
community. Committee members are: Cliff Edahl, 
Genna Hurley, Rob Johnson, Gretchen Payne, 
Melissa Smith and Pastor Tim McKenzie.  
 

The Christian Education Hour is at 9:30 am on Sun-
days. Please join us as you are able. 
 

The Faith Forum class invites everyone to join us at 
9:30 in the Large Conference room for study and 
reflection on the Holy Scriptures.  
 

“Hybrid Worship” is both in-person and online  
worship at the same time. The Holy Spirit gathers us 
both in-person and online as we continue to live 
together as the body of Christ during this  
pandemic. 
 

Online worship continues to be streamed every 
Sunday at 10:30 am on Facebook (http://
www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/).  
 

Ushers for Sunday Worship  The ministry of ushering 
is a crucial part of worship because it is one of the 
most visible ministries in the Church. Please  
Volunteer by contacting the church office or John 
Simon.  
 

St. Mark’s email list If you are not receiving emails 
from St. Mark’s, we may not have your correct 
email address. Please contact the church to let us 
know. We send at least 2 emails every week. 
 

Stewardship 
 

You may use the QR code at left (hover your phone 
camera to connect) for immediate  

access to St. Mark’s website donation 
page. Pledges and donations for Altar 
Flowers may also be made using this 
code. 
 

Altar Flower Sponsorship If you would like to sponsor 
live flowers for our Sunday worship service, please 
sign up on the calendar by the mailbox room or 
contact the church office. Remember a loved one 
or commemorate an event by donating altar 
‘flowers.  
 

Social Ministry 
We continue to remember the hungry and  
homeless through our social ministries. 
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Habitat for Humanity  Our house construction with 
Charlotte Church Partners is well underway! The 
address for our house is 2707 Primrose Avenue 
28208. The future homeowners are the Ntangu  
family: a single mom and 4 children. She is originally 
from the Congo and has lived in Charlotte for 
about 18 years. St. Mark's will be supplying lunches 
or snacks for volunteers on Saturday, 11/12. Please 
join us that day to help with the build if you can. 
We also need financial support for the build. Just 
specify your donation to go to Habitat for  
Humanity. Susan League is the contact person for 
the Habitat build. 704-533-2451. 
 

Thanks to your generous donations, we were able 
to deliver 3 full grocery bags of parting gifts for the 
abused and traumatized children helped by the 
professionals at PAT'S PLACE. Pastor Tim, Susan 
Ginns, Linda Carter and Diane Thornton were 
greeted by Lori Avery, Chief Dir. of Development; 
Kaylan Mariano, Assoc. Dir, of Development; and 
Suzanne Grace, Chief Financial Officer. After a 
very informative talk about the wonderful work of 
Pat's Place, we were given a tour of the facility. We 
all came away greatly moved by the healing done 
there and hoping to do more for the agency in the 
future. 
 

Loaves and Fishes Please remember families who 
need some assistance putting food on the table 
every day.  Let's continue to overflow our baker's 
rack with non-perishable, non-breakable food 
items.  Or you can leave your donation by the 
choir room door from 10:00 - 2:00 Monday - Thurs-
day.  "I was hungry and you gave me food" 
Matt.25:35 
 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen continues 
every Thursday making bag lunches for distribution 

to our neighbors. If you would like to serve, please  
contact us. You may also support the Soup Kitchen 
through financial donations sent to the church, or 
through St. Mark’s online giving portal. Help us 
share God's love! 
 

Youth and Family Ministry 
 

Youth Classes  
Sundays at 9:30: Youth Group in the Youth Room. 
Godly Play has been temporarily paused. 
 

Confirmation Class will meet Sunday,  
October 9 & 23 at 9:30. 
 

Announcements 
 

Open Eyes Help Everyone! If you see leaking pipes 
or something amiss in the building, please contact 
the church office. 
 

Scam Alert  We have again seen a rise in people 
posing as the pastor or a member of St. Mark’s, ask-
ing for a reply or to click on an encrypted file. 
Please do not reply to any email or click on any  
attachment that seems suspicious. Also please 
know that the church staff will never ever solicit 
from you. If you are ever in doubt, please call the 
church (704-375-9185), or email the church  
office immediately (stmarkselca1001@gmail.com). 
Thank you. 
 

AA meets Monday nights “Third Tradition”, 7 p.m., 
in the Fellowship Hall; Wednesday nights “Just the 
Basics”, 7:30 p.m. in Room 210; Thursday nights “Not 
a Glum Lot”, 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
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"O God, Our Help in Ages Past" ELW 632 The great English hymn writer Isaac Watts (1674-1748) published 
this text is 1719. Based on the first eleven verses of Psalm 90, Watts brought forth in his writing the themes 
of the greatness of God, the mortality of humanity, and the vastness of time. American Hymnologist 
Carlton Young writes: "God was present before the hills stood; God has been our shelter and guide, and 
continues to be our hope for the future." John Wesley (1703-1791) changed the original first word of 
Watts text from "Our" to "O", feeling that it reached out to everyone and was more inclusive. The tune ST. 
ANNE was composed by William Croft (1678-1727) and originally wedded to a metrical setting of Psalm 
42, but finally found its place with Watts' text in an 1814 publication. 
 
"Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me" ELW 623 Augustus M. Toplady (1740-1778) an Anglican priest and writer, 
published this hymn in 1776. He was a staunch Calvinist and a contemporary of John and Charles Wes-
ley, with which he carried on an open feud over the role of free will in salvation. This hymn is his response 
to John Wesley's views. The metaphor "Rock of Ages" is found in Isaiah 26:4, Exodus 33:22, and I  
Corinthians 10:4. Austin Lovelace writes: "The theme is the gospel message that Jesus' suffering and 
death alone provide the way to salvation. The water and blood which gushed from his side provide life 
everlasting, just as the water from the rock provided physical life for Hebrews wandering in the desert." 
Thomas Hastings (1784-1872) wrote the tune TOPLADY for this hymn.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

October 23, James of Jerusalem, martyr (died c.62) 
James became an early leader of the church in Jerusalem. he is described in the New Testament as the 
brother of Jesus, and Roman-Jewish historian Josephus called James the brother of Jesus, “the so-called 
Christ.”  Little is known about James, but Josephus reported that the Pharisees respected James for his 
piety and observance of the law. James was put to death by stoning. 
 
October 26, Philipp Nicolai, (1556-1608); Johann Heermann (1585-1647); Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676), 
hymn writers 
These three outstanding hymnwriters all worked in Germany during times of war and plague. When 
Philipp Nicholai was pastor in Westphalia, the plague killed thirteen hundred of his parishioners. One 
hundred seventy people died in one week. His hymns “Wake, Awake for Night is flying” (ELW 436) and 
“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!” (ELW 308) were included in a series of meditations he wrote to 
comfort his parishioners during the plague. The style of Johann Heermann’s hymns moved away from 
the more objective style of Reformation hymnody toward expressing the emotions of faith. Among his 
hymns is the plaintive text “Ah, Holy Jesus” (ELW 349). Paul Gerhardt lost a preaching position at St.  
Nicholas Church in Berlin because he refused to sign a document stating he would not make  
theological arguments in his sermons. The author of such beloved hymns such as “O Sacred Head Now 
Wounded “ (ELW 351), some have called Gerhardt the greatest of Lutheran hymnwriters. 
 
October 28, Simon and Jude, Apostles 
Little is known about Simon and Jude. In New Testament lists of the apostles, Simon the “zealot” or  
Canaanite is mentioned, but he is never mentioned apart from these lists. Jude, sometimes called  
Thaddeus, is also mentioned in lists of the Twelve. At the last supper Jude asked Jesus why he had  
chosen to reveal himself to the disciples but not to the world. The “Passion of Simon and Jude” says that 
they traveled as missionaries to Persia and were martyred there. 
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St. Mark’s Prayer List 
Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, Rachel Fulp, 
Danielle Clausen, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Carol Marion, Vann 
Milheim, Shirley Larson, Diann Krewson, Mindy Curley, Steve Rach, Oakley Coburn, Stanley Davis,  
Connie Pope, Arlene Fielding, Anthony Perrini, Sergei Kobiakov, Bill Schwartz, Mickey Byrd, Christopher 
Shirley, Kaoru Otsubo, Joan Love, Tony Ananich, Kota Lorensen, Jon McKenzie, Betty Lentz, Jane 
Thompson, and Kliffia Harman. 
Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests (pastortimsmlc@gmail.com) 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com 

Lester Ackerman,  
Director of Music Ministry, Organist 

lackerman2@aol.com 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
stmarkselca1001@gmail.com 

Jessie Craig, Finance Administrator 
saintmarksfinance@gmail.com 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |   saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

Readings for 10/30/2022,  
Reformation Sunday 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalm 46 
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God 
of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7)  
Romans 3:19-28 
John 8:31-36 

Birthdays 
10/23 Harry Kendrick 
10/23 Shelley Mobley 
10/24 Tim Niedermeier 
10/25 Alice FuHua Wenzel 
10/26 Marshall Payne, Jr. 
10/26 Grace Rathkamp 
10/26 Glen Stone 
10/26 Jacob Stone 
10/26 Bobby Adden 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s 
love and comfort for you in times of trial. If you would like to confidentially speak to 
a Stephen Minister, please contact Pastor Tim (pastortimsmlc@gmail.com)  


