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10.2.2022 Pentecost 17                                       Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4; Psalm 37:1-9; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10 

“Stories of Faith” 

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.   

   We are people of the gospel story. The Bible is filled with stories of faith, and we are people 

who tell stories about our faith. Like you, I have many faith stories, but there is one in particular 

that I would like to share with you today. I am a pastor’s son and some of my earliest memories 

about church involve being in the church as a very small boy on Saturdays, as my father and mother 

prepared the sanctuary for Sunday worship. My earliest memory of trying to read the Bible took 

place in a church in the Chicago area when I was a small boy. My parents were busy getting 

communion vessels ready or changing paraments and I distinctly remember standing in the pulpit 

trying to read a large Bible open to the Book of Deuteronomy. The word “Deuteronomy” is a hard 

word for a small child to pronounce! 

 I have that old pulpit Bible with me today – the first Bible I remember trying to read, before I 

could really read. It was given to me many years later by former members of that church. The 

binding of this Bible is broken and it is now held together with string, but the stories of faith 

contained in this Bible are as powerful as ever.  

  I tell you this story because it was from this Bible that I began to hear God’s word proclaimed 

and preached during Sunday worship as a young boy. All of us have heard God’s word proclaimed 

and lived out through someone. Someone has modeled the love and forgiveness of Jesus to us, so 

that we might learn to model it to others. Each of us has a story of faith to tell. 

  During the month of October, we will hear more about stories of faith. This year’s Stewardship 

campaign is titled, “A Season for Stories.” This week you should be receiving a letter and a 

stewardship brochure encouraging you to think about your own story of faith. Who first told you 

stories about Jesus? Who first brought you to church? Who taught you to pray? Who modeled grace 

and forgiveness to you when you felt exposed and broken? The Christian story has been shared with 

us by many people in our lives. It is through hearing the word of Christ that our faith grows. 

  Paul’s letter to Timothy today is a powerful reminder that faith is shared across generations. Paul 

wrote to Timothy, “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother 

Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you.” Grandparents, parents, siblings, 

friends, and occasionally strangers, are often the means of sharing God’s story of grace in our lives. 
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  The proclamation of the gospel is always incarnational. We each become the gospel message for 

others. Through hearing the gospel story, the eternal word of Christ dwells in you, so that you might 

share your story of Christ with others. Like Lois and Eunice whose faith lived on in Timothy, you 

will live on in the faith of others. Paul describes this, writing, Christ has “abolished death, and 

brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.” Your story of faith embodies eternal life 

as you live for and share your story with others.  

  Paul described the faith dwelling in us as “the good treasure entrusted to you,” making your faith 

story the most precious treasure in your life. The faith alive in you is a treasure that will lead you, 

heal you, grant you hope, give you light in the darkness, and through you, offer light and hope to 

others. The offerings and gifts we give to St. Mark’s represent the treasure of our faith story 

becoming part of God’s ongoing story of grace and love at St. Mark’s. Our gifts are a response to 

the treasure of God’s grace alive in us. 

  And so, I show you this old pulpit Bible because it is part of my faith story. My faith story began 

in another congregation, nurtured by the love of parents, siblings and church members. My faith 

story was nurtured and led by the Holy Spirit to another part of the world, in another language. As a 

young boy, it was a faithful woman named Mrs. Martin who taught me Bible stories in Sunday 

school, and many years later, while serving as a young pastor in rural Japan, it was Mr. Yamamoto, 

who modeled faithfulness and thanksgiving in adversity, what Paul described as “suffering for the 

gospel.” These faith stories and these people live on in me. The treasure of the kingdom dwells in us 

through the saints who have made God’s grace and love real to us.  

In the gospel reading for today, the apostles said to Jesus, “‘Increase our faith!’ The Lord replied, 

‘If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and 

planted in the sea.’ And it would obey you.’” Like a mustard seed, the gift of faith is small but 

powerful. A seed of faith, it will do great things. It will be as if we would tell a mulberry tree, “Be 

uprooted and planted in the sea.”  

Each of us understands what it means to be uprooted. We may have experienced being uprooted 

by the loss of a job, by a move across the country, or by a move around the world. We may have 

been uprooted by natural disasters, like what we have seen in Florida this past week. Certainly, our 

lives have been uprooted by over two and a half years of an ongoing pandemic. Illness and ongoing 

health concerns can make us feel as if we are out to sea, drowning in fear and restlessness. In my 

own life, if know what it means to be uprooted and replanted in another nation, working in another 
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language. I know what it means to be uprooted by earthquake and nuclear meltdown, forced to 

evacuate our home. Through all of this, the treasure of grace and faith has been dwelling in my life. 

It is part of my story. 

  Each of us has a story to tell about the power of faith alive in our lives. This month, I ask you to 

take some time to prayerfully consider how the powerful treasure of God’s grace has been alive in 

your life. We share from God’s treasure of grace entrusted to us, so that the gospel message might 

live on through others in this place. 

  Paul wrote to Timothy, “Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy 

Spirit.” God has deposited a treasure of grace that lives in you as faith, made real by the many 

people who have shared their treasure of faith with you. Stewardship is about both guarding and 

using the good treasure of faith God has entrusted to each of us.  

  Each of us has a story to tell, and each of our faith stories will live on in others. As we share our 

faith at St. Mark’s, we are sharing the treasure of life and immortality with others. 

  Faith like a mustard seed will allow you to be planted and grow anywhere. Tell your story. Share 

the treasure your faith story so that your story will give grace and hope to others. Amen. 

   

   

 

 

   

 


