
   

 

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Our Mission 
Growing Disciples - Making Christ Known 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

OCTOBER 16, 2022 
THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

10:30 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

“Pray always and do not lose heart.” Christ encourages all who follow him to a life of prayer. Like Jacob wrestling with the 
angel, when we prayerfully wrestle with God, we are blessed and strengthened. Paul warns us of the danger of looking for 
teachers who suit our own desires rather than wrestling with God’s desire for us. The life of faith encourages us to come 
regularly to Christ's table, where we are strengthened for a life of prayer and service with Jesus. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Offerings may be placed in the plate at the entrance to the sanctuary. 
The Offering will be brought forward by the ushers during the Offertory Anthem. 

Bold responses are spoken by the congregation.  
 

Prelude                                            “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”    
 Tune by William Bradbury; Organ setting by Dale Wood 

 

Please stand as able. 
 

Processional Hymn            “O Word of  God Incarnate” ELW 514                                               MUNICH 
 

 1. O Word of  God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high, 
  O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky: 
  we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page, 
  a lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age. 
 

 2. The church from you, dear Master, received the gift divine; 
  and still that light is lifted o’er all the earth to shine. 
  It is the chart and compass that, all life’s voyage through, 
  mid mists and rocks and quick-sands still guides, O Christ, to you. 
 

 3. Oh, make your church, dear Savior, a lamp of  burnished gold 
  to bear before the nations your true light, as of  old! 
  Oh, teach your wand’ring pilgrims by this their path to trace, 
  till, clouds and darkness ended, they see you face to face. 

  Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.; Music: Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Welcome                                                                                                           Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
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The congregation may sit or kneel for the Confession. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness  
 

All may make the sign of  the cross, the sign that is  
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who is eager to forgive 
and who loves us beyond our days.  
Amen. 
 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge 
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of mercy and forgiveness, 
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 
We have harmed your good creation. 
We have failed to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and walk humbly with you. 
Turn us in a new direction. 
Show us the path that leads to life. 
Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 

Beloved of God: 
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 
God points the way to new life in Christ, 
who meets us on the road. 
Journey now in God's abiding love 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ , the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day                                                    
Let us pray. O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries. Teach 
us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Temple Talk:                                    “What’s in your checkbook?”                                 Larry Dagenhart, Sr. 
 



 3 

 
WORD 

 
First Reading Genesis 32:22-31                                                            Kelsey Smith, lector 
22The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed 
the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he 
had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did 
not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he 
wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you 
go, unless you bless me.” 27So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the 
man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with 
humans, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is 
it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I 
have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, 
limping because of his hip. 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 121                                                                                           Micah Hein, Amy Woodall, cantors 

Psalm 121:2 (Dorothy Christopherson) Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come? 2My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and 
earth. 3He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 4He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor 
sleep. 5The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 6The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the 
moon by night. 7The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 8The LORD will keep your going out and 
your coming in from this time on and forevermore. 
 
Second Reading 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5                                                        Kelsey Smith, lector 
14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned 
it, 15and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17so that everyone who belongs to God may be 
proficient, equipped for every good work. 1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge 
the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the 
message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, 
with the utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound 
doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 
4and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5As for you, always be sober, 
endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God  
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Gospel Acclamation   
                             “Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? from Holy Communion Setting Three 

Please stand as able. 
 
The Holy Gospel Luke 18:1-8 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 18th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He said, “In a 
certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that city there was a 
widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 4For a while he 
refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet 
because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by 
continually coming.’” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant 
justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, 
he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Homily                                         “Pray always and do not lose heart”                     Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 
Hymn of the Day    
                               “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” ELW 769 Stanzas 1 & 4            

  WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT 
 

 1. If  you but trust in God to guide you with gentle  
  hand through all your ways, you’ll find that God is there 
  beside you when crosses come, in trying days. Trust then in 
  God’s unchanging love; build on the rock that will not move. 
 

 4. Sing, pray, and keep God’s ways unswerving, offer your 
  service faithfully. Trust heaven’s word; though undeserving, 
  you’ll find Gods promise true to be. This is our confidence 
  indeed: God never fails in time of  need. 

Text: & Music: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite; Test  © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

 
Please stand as able. 
 

Apostles’ Creed     
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession                                                                        (Brady Ferner, prayer assistant) 
The congregation may sit or kneel for the Prayers. 
 

In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God's creation. A brief silence. 
 
Lord, help us protect the earth. Help us to live for the good of all creatures. Help us recycle and be 
responsible for our environment so we can live here for many more generations to come. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord, we pray for all the baptized. Bless your church in every nation and language to wrestle in prayer and 
serve with compassion. Equip us to share the good news with all people and grant us persistence in 
proclamation and prayer. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord, grant us the strength to elect individuals that will help us move toward peace and prosperity for 
ourselves and our country. Help these people make good decisions and to make the best decisions for all 
of us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord, we remember your command to welcome the stranger. Help us to remember and welcome those 
newly arrived in our local community. We pray for all who are lonely or forgotten, for refugees and 
displaced peoples; we pray for hospital patients and all who are ill or grief-stricken. We pray for our loved 
ones: Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, Rachel 
Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff  Casella, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Carol Marion, Vann 
Milheim, Shirley Larson, Diann Krewson, Mindy Curley, Steve Rach, Oakley Coburn, Stanley Davis, 
Connie Pope, Arlene Fielding, Anthony Perrini, Sergei Kobiakov, Bill Schwartz, Mickey Byrd, Christopher 
Shirley, Kaoru Otsubo, Joan Love, Tony Ananich, Kota Lorensen, Betty Lentz, Ingrid Keiris, Jon 
McKenzie, Jane Thompson, and Kliffia Harman. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord, we pray for people working hard in this period of inflation. Help people get the food, shelter, and 
clothing they need to properly care for their families and continue to spread the word of God. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Lord, we give thanks for the saints who have prayerfully wrestled with us, leading us in faith, and who 
now rest in your heavenly kingdom. May we also prayerfully wrestle with and lead others so that together 
we might find blessing. Watch our going out and our coming in from this time on and forevermore. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Peace                                                                                   
The peace of  Christ be with you always.  
(please share words of  peace while practicing “social distancing” as appropriate) 

 
MEAL 

 
OFFERING                                                          (Offerings may be placed in the plate at the sanctuary entrance) 
 
Anthem                                      “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”                                Eric Thiman 

 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of days, almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

To all, life thou givest to both great and small; in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree and wither and perish but nought changeth thee. 
Great Father of Glory, pure Father of Light, thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all laud we would render: O help us to see ‘tis only the splendor of light hideth thee. Amen. 

 
Offertory                                                                               (The offering is brought forward from the Narthex) 
                                          “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” ELW 742 Stanza 1                   CONVERSE 
 

 1. What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!  
  What a privilege to carry ev’rything to God in prayer! 
  Oh, what peace we often forfeit; oh, what needless pain we bear- 
  all because we do not carry ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Text: Joesph Scriven, 1820-1886; Music: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918 

 
Offering Prayer    
Let us pray. Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a 
banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table 
for all. Amen. 
 
Please stand as able. 
 
Holy Communion       
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The Great Thanksgiving     

 
Proper Preface 
 
Sanctus                           “Holy, Holy, Holy” from LAND OF REST Acclamations 

      Setting by Richard Proulx 
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Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation 
Christ invites you to this table. 
Come, taste and see.  
 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is offered continuously in front of the freestanding altar, or at the rail of the high altar in two ways, by 
“Communion Kit” or wafer and wine in a small cup. Please follow the ushers’ prompts, walking forward to the desired 
communion station, and returning via the side aisles. If receiving a “kit” please seal the used utensils in the zip-lock bag, 
placing the bag after worship in the marked bowl in the Narthex. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are also available. 
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Communion Music       
                                                                     “Lamb of God”                              Tune LAND OF REST 

Setting for choir and congregation by Richard Proulx   

 
                                         “Now to the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray” BuxWV 209    

  Dietrich Buxtehude 
 
                                                  If You But Trust in God to Guide You”    

 Tune by Georg Neumark; Organ setting by David Cherwien 
 

Please stand as able. 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
 
Post-Communion Prayer            
Let us pray. God of  the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the 
journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

SENDING BLESSING 
God, who gives life to all things 
and frees us from despair, 
bless you with truth and peace.  
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.  
Amen. 
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 Recessional Hymn    “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” ELW 789 stanzas 1 & 2         
                    BRADBURY 

 

 1. Savior like a shepherd lead us; much we need your tender care. 
  In your pleasant pastures feed us, for our use your fold prepare. 
  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours. 
  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours. 
 
 2. We are yours; in love befriend us, be the guardian of our way; 
  Keep your flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray. 
  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray. 
  Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray. 

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847t. Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868 

 
DISMISSAL     
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude                          “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” BWV 647 

Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

 

 
 

This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress and 
Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI #11377824  
 

Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie; prayer assistant: Brady Ferner; crucifer/acolyte: Brady Ferner; 
lector: Kelsey Smith; live streaming camera: Charles Lakeman; soundboard: Kevin Feezor; ushers: John 
Simon, Michael Doyne, Jenny Dagenhart, Jay Jacob, Jim Metze, Bill Thompson, Michael Thompson; 
greeters: Kay Sehorn, Michael & Tara Thompson; communion assistants: Ruth Barrett, Barbara Baker, 
Karen Feezor, Jay Jacob, A. J. Pridgen; communion helper: Sandy Rach; tabulators: Kevin Feezor, 
Charles Lakeman; musicians: St. Mark’s Choir; Micah Hein, Amy Woodall, cantors; Lester Ackerman, 
Director of Music Ministry and Organist 
 

Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Pastor McKenzie; crucifer: Kelsey Smith; acolyte: Riley Smith; 
lector: Karen Feezor; live streaming camera: Laura Foust; soundboard: John Brumbaugh; ushers: Team A; 
greeters: Gretchen Dodge, Jackie Ellington; communion assistants: Ken Hazen, Jay Jacob, Carol 
Goodall, Rebecca Huang; communion helper: Kay Finlon; tabulators: Doug Milheim, David Platt 
 
 

☩ ☩ ☩ 
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From the pastor - 
This is the 30th occasional bulletin memo I have 
written since the start of the pandemic. At first, 
these memos were almost every few weeks, as we 
adapted to constant guidance from government 
and church. Over the past two and a half years, St. 
Mark’s Congregation Council has steadfastly and 
prayerfully guided this church, always seeking to 
discern the movement of the Holy Spirit, guiding us 
into new avenues for ministry. We have relied on 
prayer and faith to guide us. In this way, St. Mark’s 
Council has recently approved restoring the full 
choir procession and recession to the 10:30  
Service. This will resume on October 30th,  
Reformation Sunday. I know that, along with me, 
there are many who will welcome the return of this 
much-missed part of the service. 
 

Regarding masks, St. Mark’s Council has also  
approved removing the requirement for  
Communion Assistants to wear masks during Holy 
Communion. This will also begin on Reformation 
Sunday. If you desire to wear a mask during  
worship, please do so. Masks continue to be  
optional, and we continue to support all who need 
or choose to wear a mask. 
 

Paul’s words, “For we walk by faith, not by sight,”  
(2 Corinthians 5:7) remind us that even when the 
path forward seems unclear, faith is God’s  
precious gift of grace, offering us insight and  
guidance throughout our lives. I pray that St. 
Mark’s members and friends will continue to walk 
by faith, leading lives of service and hope so that 
others might also know God’s grace in their lives. 
 

In the hope and love of Christ,  
Pastor Tim McKenzie  
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com  
 

 
 
 

 
Worship and Congregational Life 
 

Lost & Found: A silver tone necklace with a crystal 
was found in the office hallway. Please see Pastor 
Tim. 
 

Ethnic Restaurant Group to resume in October  St. 
Mark’s “Ethnic Restaurant Group” will resume 
scheduling dinners in October! Maharani Indian 
Cuisine (901 South Kings Drive, Charlotte 28204) will 
welcome us on October 18th at 7:00 PM for a la 
carte service. Please RSVP if this dinner sounds  
interesting. Tome & Judy Tolbert manage our  
reservations We request RSVPs by the Friday before 
each event. 
 

Carolina Pro Musica Concert at St. Mark’s: Friends 
& Family, Friday, October 21 at 7:30 pm. Sung Lee, 
baroque oboe, and Janelle David, violin, join CPM 
in celebration of music by Bach & Telemann arias 
to quartets. Also, the 300th anniversary of the Well-
tempered Clavier by Bach. Baroque at its finest. 
For more information and tickets, see https://
www.carolinapromusica.org/schedule. Half price 
tickets for St. Mark's parishioners for the two  
concerts to be held here! You can enter SMHalfoff 
for a reduced admission fee. Please get the tickets 
on the internet and bring your phone to the  
concert or print out the barcoded receipt.  
 

Book Swap October 23  You may bring your old 
books to the Gathering Place throughout October. 
Leave them in the big green Book Swap box. Pick 
out new ones you want to take home on the 23rd. 
All the remaining books will be donated to Julia's 
Cafe & Books and ReStore to benefit Habitat for 
Humanity of Charlotte . 
 

The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet on  
Thursday, October 27 at 10 am—both in person 
and via Zoom. Our study this month is Caste: The 
Origins of our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson. In this 
brilliant book, Wilkerson presents a masterful  
portrait of an unseen phenomenon in America as 
she explores, through an immersive, deeply  
researched narrative and stories about real  
people, how America today and throughout its 
history has been shaped by a hidden caste  
system, a rigid hierarchy of human rankings. Linking 
the caste systems of America, India, and Nazi  
Germany, Wilkerson explores eight pillars that  
underlie caste systems across civilizations, including 
the divine, will, bloodlines, stigma, and more. Using  
riveting stories about people she shows the  
insidious ways undertow of caste is experienced 
every day. She documents how the Nazis studied 
the racial systems in America to plan their outcast 
of the Jews; she discusses why the cruel logic of 
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caste requires that there be a bottom rung for 
those in the middle to measure themselves against; 
she writes about the surprising health costs of caste, 
in depression and life expectancy, and the effects 
of this hierarchy on our culture and politics. Finally, 
she points out how America can move beyond the 
artificial and destructive separations and human 
divisions toward hope in our shared humanity. All 
are invited to participate in discussing this thought-
provoking work. Please contact Kay Sehorn or Judy  
Tolbert for more information.  
 

“A Time for Stories!” 2023 Fall Stewardship Appeal, 
October 30. Faithfully and joyfully consider your 

pledge of support for St. Mark's in the 
coming year. The pledge form is  
included in the "A Time for Stories!"  
brochure to be mailed this week. You 
are invited to offer your pledge at the 
Reformation Day service on October 30. 
An online pledge option is available from 

our webpage, or you may use the QR code. All 
pledges received ahead of this date will also be 
brought forward with the offering on Reformation 
Sunday. 
 

St. Mark’s October Congregational 
Meeting 10/30/22 Reformation Sunday immediately 
after the 10:30 service. Thank you for your  
faithfulness in service together at St. Mark’s! 
 

Congregational Potluck 10/30/22 
Please join us for a potluck lunch on Reformation 
Day, Sunday, October 30, following the 10:30 am 
Worship service! Sponsored by the Congregational 
Life Committee, fried chicken and drinks will be  
provided. We ask that you bring a side dish, protein, 
or dessert to share. This will be the first time we have 
gathered for a meal as a church family in over two 
years, and we are excited to be able to come  
together again in this way. We hope you will join us 
as we enjoy a time of fellowship and good food 
and celebrate our bond as children of God. 
 

Bereavement Coordinator Position Open The  
Congregational Life Committee is seeking a  
coordinator for our Bereavement sub-committee. 
This person (or persons - it could be a team of two) 
would serve as the liaison between Pastor McKenzie 
and our committee when there is a death in our 
congregation. Offering a time of fellowship to  
bereaved families in our congregation is a time-
honored tradition that has provided comfort and 

consolation to many, many people throughout our 
church's long history, and we hope to be able to 
continue this tradition. Please contact any of the 
following if you'd like to discuss this position or would 
like to volunteer, please contact Jane McCall,  
Susan Lakeman, or Karen Feezor. We thank you for 
your prayerful consideration of this position and 
pray that the Holy Spirit will move among us so that 
we can continue our Bereavement Ministry. 
 

Committee for Visible Partnerships  This committee 
has been appointed by St. Mark’s Congregation 
Council for the purpose of exploring and  
envisioning the use of St. Mark’s building by outside  
organizations in the furtherance Christ’s mission by 
raising awareness of our presence in this  
community. Committee members are: Cliff Edahl, 
Genna Hurley, Rob Johnson, Gretchen Payne, 
Melissa Smith and Pastor Tim McKenzie.  
 

The Christian Education Hour is at 9:30 am on  
Sundays. Please join us as you are able. 
 

The Faith Forum class invites everyone to join us at 
9:30 in the Large Conference room for study and 
reflection on the Holy Scriptures.  
 

“Hybrid Worship” is both in-person and online  
worship at the same time. The Holy Spirit gathers us 
both in-person and online as we continue to live 
together as the body of Christ during this  
pandemic. 
 

Online worship continues to be streamed every 
Sunday at 10:30 am on Facebook (http://
www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/).  
 

Ushers for Sunday Worship  The ministry of ushering is 
a crucial part of worship because it is one of the 
most visible ministries in the Church. Please  
Volunteer by contacting the church office or John 
Simon.  
 

St. Mark’s email list If you are not receiving emails 
from St. Mark’s, we may not have your correct 
email address. Please contact the church to let us 
know. We send at least 2 emails every week. 
 

Stewardship 
 

You may use the QR code at left (hover your phone 
camera to connect) for immediate  
access to St. Mark’s website  
donation page. Pledges and donations 
for Altar Flowers may also be made using 
this code. 
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Altar Flower Sponsorship If you would like to sponsor 
live flowers for our Sunday worship service, please 
sign up on the calendar by the mailbox room or 
contact the church office. Remember a loved one 
or commemorate an event by donating altar  
flowers.  
 

Social Ministry 
We continue to remember the hungry and  
homeless through our social ministries. 
 

Habitat for Humanity  Our house construction with 
Charlotte Church Partners is well underway! The  
address for our house is 2707 Primrose Avenue 
28208. The future homeowners are the Ntangu fami-
ly: a single mom and 4 children. She is originally 
from the Congo and has lived in Charlotte for 
about 18 years. St. Mark's will be supplying lunches 
on snacks for volunteers on Saturday, 11/12. Please 
join us that day to help with the build if you can. We 
also need financial support for the build. Just  
specify your donation to go to Habitat for  
Humanity. Susan League is the contact person for 
the Habitat build. 704-533-2451. 
 

Thanks to your generous donations, we were able 
to deliver 3 full grocery bags of parting gifts for the 
abused and traumatized children helped by the 
professionals at PAT'S PLACE. Pastor Tim, Susan 
Ginns, Linda Carter and Diane Thornton were greet-
ed by Lori Avery, Chief Dir. of Development; Kaylan 
Mariano, Assoc. Dir, of Development; and Suzanne 
Grace, Chief Financial Officer.  After a very  
informative talk about the wonderful work of Pat's 
Place, we were given a tour of the facility.  We all 
came away greatly moved by the healing done 
there and hoping to do more for the agency in the 
future. 
 

Loaves and Fishes Please remember families who 
need some assistance putting food on the table 
every day.  Let's continue to overflow our baker's 
rack with non-perishable, non-breakable food 

items.  Or you can leave your donation by the choir 
room door from 10:00 - 2:00 Monday - Thursday.  "I 
was hungry and you gave me food" Matt.25:35 
 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen continues 
every Thursday making bag lunches for distribution 
to our neighbors. If you would like to serve, please  
contact us. You may also support the Soup Kitchen 
through financial donations sent to the church, or 
through St. Mark’s online giving portal. Help us share 
God's love! 
 

Youth and Family Ministry 
 

Youth Classes  
Sundays at 9:30: Youth Group in the Youth Room. 
Godly Play has been temporarily paused. 
 

Confirmation Class will meet Sunday,  
October 9 & 23 at 9:30. 
 

Announcements 
 

Open Eyes Help Everyone! If you see leaking pipes 
or something amiss in the building, please contact 
the church  
office. 
 

Scam Alert  We have again seen a rise in people 
posing as the pastor or a member of St. Mark’s,  
asking for a reply or to click on an encrypted file. 
Please do not reply to any email or click on any  
attachment that seems suspicious. Also please 
know that the church staff will never ever solicit 
from you. If you are ever in doubt, please call the 
church (704-375-9185), or email the church  
office immediately (stmarkselca1001@gmail.com). 
Thank you. 
 

AA meets Monday nights “Third Tradition”, 7 p.m., in 
the Fellowship Hall; Wednesday nights “Just the Ba-
sics”, 7:30 p.m. in Room 210; Thursday nights “Not a 
Glum Lot”, 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
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"What a Friend We Have in Jesus" ELW 742 was written in 1855 by Joseph Scriven (1819-1886) as a comfort 
for his sick mother. Joseph was born in Ireland, but moved to Canada in 1844 at the age of twenty-five. 
The great American gospel hymn composer Ira Sankey (1840-1908) wrote of Scriven: Until a short time 
before his death, it was not known that he had a poetic gift. A neighbor sitting up with him in his illness, 
happened upon a manuscript copy of "What a Friend We Have in Jesus." Reading it with great delight 
and questioning Mr. Scriven about it, he said he composed it for his mother, to comfort her in a time of 
special sorrow, not intending that anyone else should see it. Some time later, when another Port Hope, 
Ontario neighbor asked him if it was true he composed the hymn, his reply was "The Lord and I did it  
between us." The tune CONVERSE was paired with this hymn by Ira Sankey. Charles Converse (1832-1918) 
composed the tune, and was first published in 1870 under the pseudonym Karl Reden, a German form of 
his name (reden = "to speak" or "converse").  
 
"If You But Trust in God to Guide You" ELW 769 Text and tune were written in 1641 by Georg Neumark 
(1621-1681). He wrote this in the midst of the Thirty Years' War (1618-1648) and during an especially  
difficult time in his life as an expression of gratitude to God. Following being robbed and unsuccessfully 
seeking employment, he found himself getting hired as a tutor to a wealthy family: "This good fortune, 
which came so suddenly and, as if fallen from heaven, gladdened my heart so that on that very day I 
composed to the honor of my Lord the here-and -there well-known hymn 'If You But Trust in God to Guide 
You'; and had certain cause enough to thank the divine compassion for such unexpected grace shown 
to me." This hymn is based on the final two verses of Psalm 55. Published in 1657, with seven verses and 
this caption "Hymn of Consolation. That in God's own time God will sustain and keep each person  
according to the text, Cast your burden on the Lord, who will sustain you.”  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

October 17, Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, martyr (c.35-c.108) 
Ignatius was the second bishop of Antioch, the city where the name “Christian” was first used. Ignatius is 
known to us only through the seven letters he wrote to churches on his way to being martyred in Rome. In 
these letters he encouraged Christians to live in unity with the bishop, sustained with love, while standing 
firm on sound doctrine. Ignatius regarded suffering as the way of true discipleship. Through Ignatius we 
are reminded that in some places today Christians still face suffering and death for their faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
October 18, Luke, Evangelist 
St. Luke is identified by tradition as the author of both Luke and Acts. Luke is careful to place the events 
of Jesus’ life in both their social and religious contexts. Well-known parables, like the Good Samaritan and 
the Prodigal Son, are found only in this gospel. Luke’s gospel has also given the church some of its most 
beautiful songs: the Benedictus sung at morning prayer, the Magnificat sung at evening prayer, and the 
Nunc Dimittis sung at the close of the day. These songs are powerful witnesses to the message of Jesus 
Christ. 
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St. Mark’s members will receive a 50% discount on concerts held  
at St. Mark’s. Please visit the website above. 
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St. Mark’s Prayer List 
Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, Rachel Fulp, 
Danielle Clausen, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Carol Marion, Vann 
Milheim, Shirley Larson, Diann Krewson, Mindy Curley, Steve Rach, Oakley Coburn, Stanley Davis, Connie 
Pope, Arlene Fielding, Anthony Perrini, Sergei Kobiakov, Bill Schwartz, Mickey Byrd, Christopher Shirley, 
Kaoru Otsubo, Joan Love, Tony Ananich, Kota Lorensen, Jon McKenzie, Betty Lentz, Ingrid Keiris, Jane 
Thompson, and Kliffia Harman. 
Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests (pastortimsmlc@gmail.com) 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com 

Lester Ackerman,  
Director of Music Ministry, Organist 

lackerman2@aol.com 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
stmarkselca1001@gmail.com 

Jessie Craig, Finance Administrator 
saintmarksfinance@gmail.com 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |   saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

Readings for 10/23/2022,  
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 
Psalm 84:1-7 
Happy are the people whose 
strength is in you. (Ps. 84:5)  
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
Luke 18:9-14 

Birthdays 
10/16 Joe Schock 
10/16 Robert Hazen 
10/17 Phoebe Droege 
10/17 Michael Huang 
10/19 Janice Elder 
10/19 Virginia Edahl-Molan 
10/20 Eddie Goodall 
10/20 Kelly Price 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love and 
comfort for you in times of trial. If you would like to confidentially speak to a Stephen  
Minister, please contact Pastor Tim (pastortimsmlc@gmail.com)  


