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Dear Friends in Christ, 

September is a busy month. Schools are in full swing, and work schedules have returned to normal with
full schedules for the coming months. Our daily lives are filled with commitments and responsibilities,
and we know that, whether at home, work, church, or in the community, others rely upon each of us.
None of us lives solely to ourselves. As we enter September, I am conscious of Christ alive in each of
us, continually giving himself to others so they might give and live for their neighbor. 

In the words above, Paul wrote to the Galatians to help them see how Christ lives in Christians, helping
us love others and give of ourselves. Paul’s words remain countercultural, revolutionary even, because
they stand in contrast to a culture that says I am free to do as I please and answerable only to myself.
For Paul, it is the incarnation of Jesus alive through faith that changes our lives. This means that in the
work of our minds, hands and lives “it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me.” 

On September 11, the churches of the ELCA celebrate new life in Christ on “God’s Work Our Hands”
Sunday – an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the ELCA – one church, freed in Christ to serve and
love our neighbor. Paul describes this using the language of the cross, implying that as we die to
ourselves, Jesus Christ lives in us – in our hands, voices and lives.

St. Mark’s is a servant church. Please join me on September 11th as we bless backpacks, school
supplies and students; as we bless lumber for Habitat for Humanity; as we do service projects helping
Fly Forever Learning Academy and St. Mark’s youth; and as we care for our church grounds and
neighborhood. Jesus needs your hands at St. Marks. Please join us!

This fall our Music Ministry continues to extend open and welcoming hands to all in our community. On
September 25th, the Charlotte Brass Quintet will offer a “Bach to Big Band” program, and on October 9th
Gabriel Slesinger will offer a trumpet recital. Every month this fall the joy of Christ is alive at St. Mark’s
as the hands and voices of many reach out sharing hope and love.

A church is a place for worship, music, community and service. St. Mark’s is moving forward always
seeking to make “Christ alive” visible through fellowship, community and partnerships that create ever-
widening circles of friendship around our church. Please join us as we reach outward and upward so that
the world might know the love of Jesus who seeks to live in all people.

In the fellowship of the gospel, Pastor Tim McKenzie

ReMarks

The Pastor's Pen

1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |  704.375.9185    |  stmarkscharlotte.org

October 2022 ReMarks deadline is 9/19/22

Email articles/pictures to stmarkselca1001@gmail.com

“I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives
in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved

me and gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2:19b-20)

St. Mark's Lutheran Church

 September 2022



Financial Update:

Committee for Visible Partnerships: 

Congregational Life:

The Congregational Council met on Monday, August 8, 2022 at 7:00 pm in the choir room.

Agenda Topics:

   o   Barbara reported that Total YTD Income was $282,005 while Total YTD Expenses were $348,988.  
   o   YTD Bottom Line is -$66,983. 
   o   It continues to appear that St. Mark’s will need to rely on the one time income sources approved by the 
        congregation to break even at the end of the year.  
   o   Pledged contributions of $228k YTD are $13k less than the $241k YTD budget projection. Members who 
        are committed to meeting their pledge in full will help insure we meet the $421k pledged contributions in 
        the 2022 budget. 
   o   To date, no money has been withdrawn from Gifts and Memorials, Barker/Owenby estate or rental 
        income parking lot funds as discussed and approved at the Congregational Meeting in January. 
   o   Paperwork for the COVID Tax Refund has been completed. St. Mark’s will be receiving COVID Tax 
        Refund dollars. 
   o   The Finance Committee is asking that all Committees submit a suggested amount for the 2023 budget by 
        August 20, 2022. 
   o   The Personnel Committee will meet on August 11 to make a decision about the Financial Administrator 
        position. Jessie Craig has been working in the interim. 

   o   Committee members have been installed and the committee has met three times. It is working on 
        reviewing St. Mark's Building Usage and Policies. 
   o   Council approved leasing office space to HealingWorks Counseling for six months beginning on or about 
        September 1.
   o   Ronald McDonald House has asked to use the Fellowship Hall on one Saturday in October and one in 
        November. Discussion to follow regarding details. 
   o   Unanticipated income has been generated thus far from the parking lot rentals as well as the lease to 
        HealingWorks Counseling mentioned above.  

   o   Pastor Tim updated Council on the upcoming vespers music schedule. A musical event will occur monthly 
        until the end of the calendar year, to include among others, The American Guild of Organists Summer 
        Concert to be held on August 21 as well as a Christmas concert by the Queen City Ringers.
   o   Funds from the Dr. John Foust bequest may be used for various technology and building improvements 
        per the Foust family. 
   o   Council approved a bid from John Crehore, who installed the church’s phone system, for updated 
        equipment and installation in order to have Wi-Fi available in the entire building for staff and guests. 
                                                     

Submitted by Carol Goodall
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August Council Highlights



LOVE CIRCLE

The Love Circle will gather for our first fall meeting on Wednesday, September 14 at
11:00 in the Large Conference room. Our lesson will be from the September Gather
magazine, "Jesus and Nature: Teachers of Faith." New members are always welcome.
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Congregational Life
Kay Sehorn Committee Chairperson

The Saint Mark’s Book Study Group will meet on Thursday, September 22
at 10 am—both in person and via Zoom. All are invited to participate.
Our study this month is The Dictionary of Lost Words by Pip Williams.
Esme, a young and irrepressibly curious girl, spends her childhood in the
Scriptorium (a garden shed in Oxford) in which her father and a team of
dedicated lexicographers are collecting words for the very first Oxford
English Dictionary. As she grows up, Esme realizes that words and
meanings relating to women's and ordinary folks' experiences often go
unrecorded. Therefore, she begins in earnest to search out words for her
dictionary: the Dictionary of Lost Words. Set during the height of the
women's suffrage movement and with the Great War looming, The
Dictionary of Lost Words reveals a lost narrative, hidden between the lines
of a history written by men. Inspired by actual events, author Pip Williams
has delved into the archives of the Oxford English Dictionary to tell this
highly original story. For additional information, please contact Kay Sehorn
or Judy Tolbert.

St. Mark's 

Book Group

Bereavement Coordinator Position Open

The  Congregational Life Committee is seeking a coordinator for our Bereavement sub-committee.  This
person (or persons - it could be a team of two) would serve as the liaison between Pastor McKenzie and our
committee when there is a death in our congregation.  The main duty of this person is to coordinate  with the
Pastor upon the death of a congregation member or someone with ties to St. Mark's to determine if the
family would like to have a reception or meal in conjunction with their loved one's service.  The Bereavement
Coordinator would then contact members of the bereavement sub-committee and/or the Congregational Life
Committee to set up the reception or meal.  

Offering a time of fellowship to bereaved families in our congregation is a time-honored tradition that has
provided comfort and consolation to many, many people throughout our church's long history, and we hope
to be able to continue this tradition.  Please contact any of the following if you'd like to discuss this position
or would like to volunteer: Jane McCall, Susan Lakeman, or Karen Feezor, at stmarkselca1001@gmail.com

We thank you for your prayerful consideration of this position and pray that the Holy Spirit will move among
us so that we can continue our Bereavement Ministry.  



God's Work. Our Hands.
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On Friday, Aug 19th, Liz Boldman and Susan
Lakeman went to the RunningWorks headquarters. A
long-time partner with St. Mark's, RunningWorks
helps the recently homeless find housing and
employment. More than that, they have created a
supportive community in Charlotte focused on
physical, mental, and social well-being. Liz heard
several inspiring testimonies from people who have
gone through the program and are now helping
others in their journey at RW.

RunningWorks 

Please join us Saturday, Sept 10th to pass out water to
runners at RunningWork's SouthEnd Shuffle. We will
meet at the church at 8:00am and carpool to the race. It is
sure to be a great day and a wonderful way to support this
life-giving organization. See you there!

September 10 Activities
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God's Work. Our Hands.
September 11 Activities

Blessing of Backpacks 
All students from daycare to high school are invited to bring
their backpacks for prayers of blessing for the school year.

Fly Forever Learning Academy Supply Drive
Join us after worship to pack bags with school supplies
for the students at the Learning Academy. Sign up in the
Gathering Place.

Paint the Youth Room 
Join us after worship  to help paint! Bring paint
clothes, a water bottle and be ready to have fun! Sign
up in the Gathering Place.

St. Mark's Men's Group 
All men are invited to participate in grounds
clean up of church grounds and the
surrounding streets. Sign up in the Gathering
Place.

During the 10:30 Service!

Events after Worship!



St. Mark's received the following letter of thanks:
Wow! Your donation of 323 pounds will go a long way to feed our neighbors in need. Experiencing a pandemic,
the past few months have been trying for all of us, as we navigate through this time to the best of our abilities.
Our staff, volunteers, donors, and partners keep showing up, day after day, serving in any way possible to take
care of neighbors who need us. This team effort allowed us to serve over 120,000 neighbors in need last year!
A Loaves & Fishes/Friendship Trays client, Katie, recently picked up food boxes to feed her family at a mobile
pantry. “I just wanted to reach out and thank you. My family of 4 got food from you yesterday for the first time as
CMS was closed. I literally cried after opening all the food. My daughter said her heart was filled with so much
joy. Thank you all so much for helping our family during this hard time. We appreciate all you do, and I look
forward to giving back one day.” Thanks to you, moms like Katie won’t have to worry about how to feed their
children during this difficult time. Again, thank you for thinking of those who work the front lines providing
nutritious food for our neighbors in need. In service,  Lindsey Houser, Community Engagement Coordinator

Social Ministry
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Susan Ginns  Committee Chairperson

  We are offering an opportunity to assist PAT'S PLACE, a child advocacy agency on East Blvd. They
coordinate the investigation, treatment, and prosecution of the most severe cases of children who have
suffered from sexual abuse, severe physical harm or have witnessed a violent crime. All services are
provided in a nurturing, friendly and safe environment by trained professionals at NO COST to the family. 
 After the children have been interviewed, medically treated if needed, and statements taken, they are free
to leave, but not before being led to the gift box to pick out a donated "gift" to take with them. 

 That's where we can help as the agency goes through a couple hundred of "gifts" each year that need to
be replenished. Throughout September, BASKETS WILL BE IN THE GATHERING PLACE FOR YOUR
DONATIONS.

 Some suggestions: small dolls or stuffed animals, matchbox cars, small trucks, books in English and
Spanish, coloring books, crayons, activity books, small puzzles, cards (old maid, uno, etc.), frisbees,
yoyos, small balls, paddle balls, bead necklaces, stretch bracelets, nail polish, hair bows, cool sunglasses.
In some small way, let's help REPLACE THEIR ARRIVAL TEARS WITH A SMILE.

The need in the community is,
however, ongoing and our support
will be as well.  Our baker's rack will
always be ready to receive your
donations of NON-BREAKABLE,
NON-PERISHABLE food items. 
 Thanks for your continued support
of this outreach.

Our July food drive for LOAVES & FISHES was a success thanks to
your support.  We delivered 323 lbs. of food with school children in
mind.  With that figure, added to the regular June delivery of 140 lbs.,
we were able to donate 463 lbs. this summer. 



Family Ministry
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Liz Boldman  Director of Family Ministry



Family Ministry
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Liz Boldman  Director of Family Ministry

Our children have been having a ton of fun
downstairs in our Nursery! Be on the lookout
for upcoming updates to the space we have
been blessed with as our families continue to
grow.

St. Mark's Nursery

We pray Godspeed upon them that in their studies they will grow in knowledge of this world God so loves. 

Blessing and Sending of Students, August 7 at the 10:30 service. 
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Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson

In Memory of Robert Thomas
(Dianne Thomas' Brother)

Steve & Jane McCall - Soup Kitchen

In Memory of Mary Lou Kiser

Millie Cansler - Prayer Garden Columbarium

Harry & Betty Kendrick - General Fund Debt  
     Reduction (In memory of Richard Cansler/In  
     Honor of Millie Cansler)
Jerry & Margaret Poplin - General Fund 
Brenda Arey - Gifts & Memorials 
Bud & Linda Long - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Richard Cansler

Family Ministry

In Memory of JB & Mary Lou Kiser

Jerry & Margaret Poplin - General Fund

Millie Cansler - Music Fund 
Linda Carter - Music Fund
Deacon Jeanette Burgess - Music Fund
Celia Chapman McCarty - Music Fund
Tracy Hewett - Music Fund
Foundation for the Carolinas - Howard C. and Margaret 
     G. Bissell Foundation Fund - Recommended by    
     Margaret & Smoky Bissell - Music Fund
Jerry & Margaret Poplin - General Fund
Sallye T. Richards - Music Fund
Kathy & Harold Howe - Music Fund
Sarah East - Music Fund
Edward & Libby Wood - Music Fund

In Memory of Louise Cobb

Gifts & Memorials

Liz Boldman  Director of Family Ministry



Worship & Music
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Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

You can see recorded worship services at https//www.SaintMarksCharlotte.org/

Delenn Rumbolo, Christian
Souza, song leaders and
cantors, Eighth Sunday
after Pentecost

Amy Woodall, Christian
Souza, cantors and 8:30

am song leaders

Cliff and JoAnn Edahl’s granddaughter
Margaret, playing the St. Mark’s pipe organ,

with organist Les Ackerman assisting.

Kari Giles, violinist, Eighth
Sunday after Pentecost

Micah Hein, vocal soloist,
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Susan Gindra, guest organist,
Sunday, August 7th

Jett Davey, grandson of Lynda & Patrick Walters,
introduction to the St. Mark’s pipe organ.

Altar flowers delivery for
Eleventh Sunday after

Pentecost

August Worship Highlights

https://saintmarkscharlotte.org/


Worship & Music
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Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

You can see recorded worship services at https//www.SaintMarksCharlotte.org/

Dress Rehearsal for American Guild
of Organists Summer Series Concert

American Guild of Organists Summer Series Concert, August 21, 2022.
Jane Hart Brendle, violinist, Christine Van Arsdale, harpist, Lester Ackerman, organist

Christine Van Arsdale, harpistLes, Christine, and Jane
practice, AGO Concert

Pastor Tim greetings AGO Concert audience

Summer AGO Concert

https://saintmarkscharlotte.org/
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson



"Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service" ELW 712

Albert F. Bayly wrote this hymn in 1961 at the request of the Hymn Society of America, in search of new
hymns on social welfare. It was printed with six other hymns of the more than two hundred submissions in
Seven New Social Welfare Hymns (1961). Bayly's hymn reflects concerns of the early sixties, yet it's
message still presents the challenges of today's church, including issues of the homeless, sorrowful,
hungry, the sick, and the aged. The American shape note tune BEACH SPRING, attributed to Benjamin
Franklin White (1800-1879) complements this hymn beautifully. The tune is named for the Beach Spring
Baptist Church in Harris County, GA. The church is actually Beech Spring Baptist, with it's location near
two beech trees at a spring. White's misspelling of the name BEACH SPRING has been retained.

"How Firm a Foundation" ELW 796  

The authorship of this hymn text has always been a mystery to hymnologists. We know it was first
published in 1787 in a hymnal compiled by Dr. John Rippon (1751-1836), pastor for sixty-three years at
Carter's Lane Baptist Church, London, England. The hymn appeared anonymously in his collection with
the author indicated merely as"K", and in later reprints "Keen". Since the music director in Dr. Rippon's
church was named Richard Keene, it is generally accepted that he was the author of the text. There are
many scriptural references: Isaiah 43:1-5, Isaiah 41:10, 2 Corinthians 12:9, and II Timothy 2:19. It is
basically about the promises of God, and our hymnal uses quotation marks for all the stanzas in which
various promises are quoted. The original hymn has seven stanzas, Evangelical Lutheran Worship
includes four. Here is an additional stanza (7): "The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for Repose, I will not, I
will not desert to his Foes; That soul, tho' all Hell should endeavor to shake, I'll never--no never--no never
forsake." The tune FOUNDATION is one of the many anonymous American tunes that first appeared in
an 1832 collection by Joseph Funk, a German Mennonite based in the Shenandoah Valley area of
Virginia.

"O Day of Rest and Gladness" ELW 521   

Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885), a nephew of the famous English poet William Wordsworth (1770-
1850), entitled this hymn "Sunday" in his collection Holy Year (1862). He reminds us that we should make
Sunday a day of rest, of glad worship, and a reminder of Christ's resurrection. ELLACOMBE is an
anonymous Roman Catholic tune from the eighteenth and nineteenth century Germany. ELLACOMBE is
an English name given to this tune, named after a place or locality.
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Worship & Music

Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing

Reflections by Lester Ackerman

Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith



"Lead On, O King Eternal!" ELW 805 

This hymn was written in 1888 by Ernest Shurtleff (1862-1917), a graduating seminarian at Andover
Theological Seminary. Recognizing his poetic gifts, his classmates at Andover asked Ernest to write a
hymn for their commencement service. He responded with this excellent text. At the time of his graduation
he already published two volumes of verse, and throughout his ministry wrote a number of additional
hymns. Austin Lovelace writes of this hymn: "Graduation is never an end--merely a road marker on the
path of life. So the hymn is an appropriate call for us to be prepared to pitch our tents and to follow
wherever God leads". The tune LANCASHIRE was written fifty-two years earlier than Shurtleff''s text by
the self taught English organist and composer, Henry Smart (181301879). The tune was originally paired
with the hymn "From Greenland's Icy Mountains" and was first sung at a musical festival at Blackburn,
England in 1835, observing the three-hundredth anniversary of the Reformation in England. Lancashire is
the county location of Blackburn, where Smart was organist at the time of this composition.

"You Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim" ELW 825 

This hymn of praise comes to us from a collection of four hymns with the interesting title Hymns For Times
of Trouble and Persecution (London, 1744). Written by the great Methodist hymn writer Charles Wesley
(1707-1788), during a time when the Methodists were being accused of trying to overthrow the Crown.
Their meetings were broken up, their people mobbed, plundered and dragged before magistrates. The
original text had six stanzas, with Evangelical Lutheran Worship including four. Here is one of the omitted
stanzas: "Men, devils engage, the billows arise, and horribly rage, and threaten the skies. Their fury shall
never our steadfastness shock. The weakest believer is built on a Rock". The language of the included
stanzas reflect an updated adjustment of the original text, "Ye Servants of God", etc. This hymn is now a
hymn of praise extolling God's sovereignty and magnifying the glories of Christ. The tune LYONS, named
for the French city of Lyon, has long been attributed to Johann Michael Haydn (1737-1806), the younger
brother of Franz Joseph Haydn, but is probably based on a theme from a composition by Joseph Martin
Kraus (1756-1792), his Sonata in Twelve Variations.
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Worship & Music

Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing

Reflections by Lester Ackerman

Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith
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Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

9/4     Cliff Edahl
          Doug Milheim
9/11   Karen Feezor
          Meg Fielding
9/18   Meg Fielding
          Alan Harms
9/25   Karen Feezor
          Charles Lakeman

Tabulators

9/4    Brooks Stevenson
9/11  Larry Lippert
9/18  Marty Schwartz
9/25  Lisa Barnette

Lectors

9/4     C: Michael Lakeman
          A: Andrew Puky
9/11   C: Michael Lakeman
          A: Maddie Thompaon
9/18   C/A: Michael Lakeman
9/25   C: Kelsey Smith
          A: Riley Smith

Crucifer/Acolyte

Team D: Ken Williams,
Larry Dagenhart, Jr., Alan Harms,
Dale Hopp, Sally McCauley

Ushers

September Serving Schedule

9/4    Evelyn Gerdes
         Eddie & Carol Goodall
9/11  Patrick & Rebecca Huang
         Jay Jacob         
9/18  Millie Cansler   
         Bill & Jane Thompson 
9/25  Joanne Marz
         Ted Seman, David Thomason      

Greeters

9/4    Lisa Barnette, Karen Feezor,
         Kevin Feezor, Ken Hazen,
         Susan Lakeman
9/11  Barbara Baker, Flora Chance,

   Charles Lakeman, Carol Goodall, 
   Lawanna Stoeckel

9/18  Ruth Barrett, Cliff Edahl
         Carol Goodall, Ken Hazen

   Jay Jacob
9/25  Layton, Campbell,  Carol Goodall
         Rebecca Huang, Gretchen Payne
         Lawanna Stoeckel
         

Communion Assistants

9/4    Melissa Smith
9/11  Lisa Barnette
9/18  Michael Lakeman
9/25  Micheal Thompson

Prayer Assistants

Worship & Music

Communion Helpers

9/4    Karen Covington
9/11  Catherine Metze
9/18  Kay Finlon
9/25  Sandy Rach

9/19    Diane Thomas
9/21    Jay Harbinson
9/21    Kimberly Zimmerman
9/21    Margarete Gobel
9/22    Charles Timm
9/23    Alex Doyne
9/23    Ron Wenzel, Jr.
9/25    Ruth Barrett
9/27    Lisa Barnette
9/27    Ernie Marion
9/27    Sharon MacWhirter-Cooper
9/29    Lauren Miller
9/30    Kirsten Doyne

9/11    Tom Conner
9/11    Micalyne Zimmerman
9/11    Michael Zimmerman, Jr.
9/11    Amanda Platt
9/13    Mary Roof Bowman
9/13    Nicholas Howarth
9/14    Jamie Dotson
9/16    Kay Sehorn
9/16    Roxi Tolbert
9/17    Derek Dittner
9/17   Tyler Andujar, Jr.
9/18    Benny Cox

9/1     Harold Finlon
9/2     Sybille Brown
9/4     Melissa Parrish
9/4     Laurie Feola
9/6     Sarah East
9/6     Sheri Stockton
9/7     Tom Sehorn
9/8     Joanne Marz
9/8     Jerry Poplin
9/8     Olivia Iannelli
9/9     Evelyn Gerdes
9/9     Sean Fielding

September Birthdays

9/4     Alan Harms
9/11   Neil Dixon
9/18   Keven Feezor
9/25   John Brumbaugh

Video Streaming

9/4    Charles Lakeman
9/11  Ron Wenzel
9/18  Ron Wenzel
9/25  A. J. Pridgen

Nursery Attendants

9/4 Neil & Charlotte Dixon; 9/11 GWOH, no attendant; 9/18 Shelley & Kendal Ferner; 9/25 Elsa Wartner, Liz Boldman

Sound System


