
   

 

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Our Mission 
Growing Disciples - Making Christ Known 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

AUGUST 7, 2022 
THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
10:30 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Abraham and Sarah believed God’s promises, and it was reckoned to them as righteousness. Faith is “the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” Faith is the power to trust in God’s grace today and tomorrow. Faith 
drives out fear, encouraging us to always be ready to act with God’s steadfast love toward others. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Offerings may be placed in the plate at the entrance to the sanctuary. 
The Offering will be brought forward by the usher during the Offertory Anthem. 

Bold responses are spoken by the congregation.  
 

Prelude                         “Prelude on the Welsh Hymn Tune RHOSYMEDRE”      
        Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 

Please stand as able. 
 

Processional Hymn         “You Servants of  God” ELW 825                                                             LYONS 
 

 1. You servants of  God, your Master proclaim,  
  and publish abroad his wonderful name; 
  The name, all-victorious, of  Jesus extol;  
  his kingdom is glorious and rules over all! 
 

 2. Ascended on high, almighty to save, 
  yet still he is nigh, his presence we have. 
  The great congregation his triumph shall sing, 
  ascribing salvation to Jesus, our king! 
 

 3. Salvation to God who sits on the throne! 
  Let all cry aloud and honor the Son. 
  The praises of  Jesus the angels proclaim, 
  fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb. 
 

 4. Then let us adore and give him his right, 
  all glory and pow’r and wisdom and might, 
  all honor and blessing, with angels above, 
  and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love! 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.; Music: arr. Johann Michael Haydn, 1737-1806 
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Please be seated. 
 

Welcome                                                                                                          Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Confession. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  
 

All may make the sign of  the cross, the sign that is  
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of  putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of  life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 
In the name of  + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ , the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day                                                    
Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our 
hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 



 3 

 
WORD 

 

First Reading Genesis 15:1-6                                                        Michael Lakeman, lector 
1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am 
your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for 
I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have 
given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the LORD 
came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He 
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD; and 
the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 33:12-22                                                                             Micah Hein, Delenn Rumbolo, cantors 
Psalm 33:22 (John Paradowski) Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

 
 

12Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage. 13The LORD looks down 
from heaven; he sees all humankind. 14From where he sits enthroned he watches all the inhabitants of the earth—15he who 
fashions the hearts of them all, and observes all their deeds. 16A king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not 
delivered by his great strength. 17The war horse is a vain hope for victory, and by its great might it cannot save. 18Truly the 
eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his steadfast love, 19to deliver their soul from death, and to 
keep them alive in famine. 20Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and shield. 21Our heart is glad in him, because 
we trust in his holy name. 22Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you. 
 
Second Reading Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16                                             Michael Lakeman, lector 
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our 
ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, 
so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was 
called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where 
he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living 
in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked forward 
to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he received power of 
procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him 
faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants 
were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 13All 
of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted 
them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in 
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this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they 
had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, 
that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a 
city for them.  
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God  
 

Gospel Acclamation   
                               “Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? from Holy Communion Setting Three 

Please stand as able. 
 
The Holy Gospel Luke 12:32-40 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your 
possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also. 35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for their 
master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes 
and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he 
will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during 
the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 39“But know this: if the 
owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be 
broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Homily                                            “Be ready - believe, hope and act”                    Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 
Anthem                                  “How Beautiful Are the Feet” from Messiah      

 George Frideric Handel; Delenn Rumbolo, soprano 
 

How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, 
and bring glad tidings of good things! 

 
Thanksgiving and Blessing for Students Moving to School 
The pastor invites all students moving away to school to come forward. 
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Litany of  Thanksgiving  
Great are the deeds and the wisdom of  the Lord! 
  They are studied by all who delight in them. 
 
His work is full of  majesty and splendor, 
   and his righteousness endures forever. 
 
He makes his marvelous works to be remembered. 
  the Lord is gracious and full of  compassion. 
 
I will bless the Lord at all times, his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
   Teach me, O Lord, your ways. Amen. 
 
Prayer of  Blessing 
Let us pray. Almighty God, you are the source of  all wisdom and knowledge, and have created human 
beings to know and love you and their neighbor in this world. You have given humanity an intellect seek 
understanding and faith to know you. Help St. Mark’s young people who are moving away for the first 
time, and also those who are returning to schools and campuses, to grow in faith and knowledge of  you 
and the world you have created.  We remember them each by name: Michael Chapman, Claire Dixon, 
Lauren Dunlap, Davis Ferner, Karsen Ferner, Virginia Ginns, Michael Huang, Ally Jacob, Anna Kreps, 
Jonathan Lakeman, Sam Parrish, Seth Parrish, Sophie Schwartz, Ainsley Stevenson. Glen Stone, Jacob 
Stone, Maddie Thompson, Mary Timm, Emily Usinger, Erin Wall, Alice Wenzel, Evan Wenzel, and 
Jacob Wenzel. 
 
O God, help and strengthen each of  these young people to study diligently and to grow in knowledge in 
all that is good. Support all who will teach them and all who will learn with them, that together, they 
may make new discoveries about themselves and the world you have made. We ask your blessing upon 
their families and this congregation who send them, giving thanks for your continuing gift of  grace in 
our lives. In Jesus’ name we pray.  
Amen. 
 
Please stand as able. 
 
Apostles’ Creed     
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
 Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession                                                                                    (Tom Tolbert, prayers) 
The congregation may sit or kneel for the Prayers. 
 

Trusting in God's extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.  
A brief  silence. 
 
God of grace, you demand no sacrifices, only asking for trusting faith and lives that acknowledge your 
power and mercy.  Pour out your strength and courage upon your church and all peoples, that we may 
serve others generously and faithfully in your name.  Give us faith as deep and strong as Abraham's and 
Sarah's, that we may shun evil, live lives of purity, and follow you through all our days. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Creator God, we adore you for giving grace in generous measure to each of us.  Every day is a gift from 
you.  May we use our days to reveal your grace to others.  Help us share and protect resources as faithful 
stewards of the earth, and support us as we tend its land, water, and air to prevent pollution and selfish 
destruction.  Teach us discipline to conserve and replace what we use so that all the earth might flourish 
in your abundance. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
O Lord, let your steadfast love be upon the leaders of this nation, helping them work for the common 
good of all its people. Bless the leaders of all nations to be peacemakers, always seeking to protect the 
peaceful exchange of culture, commerce, and diplomacy between nations so that the world’s people 
might live in the security of peace and abundance. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of the Past, Present, and Future, every day you surprise us with amazing opportunities to reflect 
your divine love and compassion toward others. Make us eager to use the skills and talents with which 
you have blessed each of us to support and strengthen faith and health in others.  Lead the oppressed to 
justice; provide safety and security to refugees as they flee from the ravages of war and natural 
disasters.  Encourage all first responders – teachers, doctors, nurses, mental health workers, police, 
military staff, and others – as they continue to provide life-saving and beneficial services within our 
communities. Grant solace to those who are exhausted, sad, bereaved, sick, and infirm; we especially 
remember, Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, 
Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff  Casella, Paul Davis, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, 
Carol Marion, Vann Milheim, Shirley Larson, Diann Krewson, Mindy Curley, Steve Rach, Oakley 
Coburn, Stanley Davis, Connie Pope, Arlene Fielding, Anthony Perrini, Sergei Kobiakov, Diane Adams, 
Bill Schwartz, Mickey Byrd, Christopher Shirley, Kaoru Otsubo, Kliffia Harman, and Joan Love. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Faithful God, we give you thanks for the steadfast love you have given to this congregation, its members 
and friends. Bless St. Mark’s to always give of its possessions to others and to always be dressed for 
action with our lamps lit. Grant us faithful hearts that always hope in you, while serving our neighbors 
with compassion. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Lord Jesus, you have told us to stay vigilant and prepared for service.  Clothe us in your righteousness. 
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Transform our wills so that we find joy in doing all the tasks that you set before us.  Guide our hearts so 
that our words and actions align with your will.  Help us to cling to you in every time of trial or adversity 
and at the end grant us the treasure of your kingdom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Receive the prayers of  your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through 
Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Amen. 
 
Peace                                                                                   
The peace of  Christ be with you always.  
(please share words of  peace while practicing “social distancing” as appropriate) 

 
MEAL 

 
OFFERING   An offering for the mission of  the church and the care of  those in need is brought forward from the 
Narthex.  
 
Offertory Anthem                                       “Piece for Organ”                                            Cesar Franck 
 
Offering Prayer    
Let us pray. God of  abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of  all, in the name of  Jesus. 
Amen. 
Please stand as able. 
 
Holy Communion       
 

The Great Thanksgiving     
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Proper Preface 
 
Sanctus                        “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” Holy Communion Setting Three 

 

Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation 
In Christ's presence there is fullness of  joy. 
Come to the banquet. 
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Distribution of Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is offered continuously in front of the freestanding altar, or at the rail of the high altar in two ways, by 
“Communion Kit” or wafer and wine in a small cup. Please follow the ushers’ prompts, walking forward to the desired 
communion station, and returning via the side aisles. If receiving a “kit” please seal the used utensils in the zip-lock bag, 
placing the bag after worship in the marked bowl in the Narthex. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are also available. 
 
Communion Music     
                                                             “Lamb of God”                                      Tune LAND OF REST 

Setting for cantor, choir and congregation by Richard Proulx 

 
           “Voluntary on ‘UBI CARITAS’” (Where true charity and love abide)                

Setting by Gerald Near 
 
Please stand as able. 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
 
Post-Communion Prayer            
Let us pray. Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your 
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your 
love. This we pray in the name of  Jesus. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 

SENDING BLESSING 
The God of  peace, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of  life 
this day and always.  
Amen. 
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Recessional Hymn      “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!” ELW 638                                   ASSURANCE 
 
 1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of  glory divine! 
  Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 

 Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 
  This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

 2. Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of  rapture now burst on my sight; 
  angels descending bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  
  Refrain 
 

 3.  Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
  watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 
  Refrain                                                         

  Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915; Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908. 

 
DISMISSAL     
Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude                                        “Trumpet Voluntary in D Major”                                  John Stanley 

 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

 
 

This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress 
and Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI #11377824  
 
Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie; Tom Tolbert, prayers; crucifer: Jonathan Lakeman; acolyte: 
Michael Lakeman, Maddie Thompson; lector: Michael Lakeman; live streaming camera: Charles 
Lakeman; soundboard: Kevin Feezor; ushers: Tom Sehorn, Benny Cox, Susan Ginns, Mindy Curley, Roger 
Kuznia; greeters: Eileen Dunlap, Charles & Susan Lakeman; communion assistants: Barbara Baker, Flora 
Chance, Jay Jacob, Charles Lakeman, A.J. Pridgen; communion helper: Catherine Metze; nursery 
attendant: Shelley & Kendall Ferner; tabulators: Charles Lakeman, David Platt; musicians: St. Mark’s 
Summer Choir, Amy Woodall, directing; Delenn Rumbolo, cantor and soprano soloist; Micah Hein, 
cantor; Susan Gindra, guest organist 
 
Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Larry Dagenhart, Jr.; crucifer/acolyte: TBD; lector: Charles 
Lakeman; live streaming camera: Laura Foust; soundboard: Kevin Feezor; ushers: Team C; greeters: Neil 
& Charlotte Dixon, Dale & Mary Lou Hopp; communion assistants: Barbara Baker, Cliff Edahl, Janice 
Miller, Lawanna Stoekel; communion helper: Sandy Rach; nursery attendants: Elsa Wartner; tabulators: 
Karen Feezor, Meg Fielding 
 

☩ ☩ ☩ 
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From the pastor - 
It is a joy to gather together as Christ’s body! 
Though masks are optional at St. Mark’s, we support 
all who choose to wear a mask. We continue to 
support the following Mecklenburg County Public 
Health (MCPH) directives: 
· Stay up to date with initial and  
 booster vaccine doses. 
· Wear a high-quality mask in indoor public  
 settings, as appropriate. 
· Stay home and take a COVID-19 test, if  
 experiencing symptoms. If positive, quickly  
 notify any close contacts. 
 

Masks are always available in the Narthex should 
you need one. 
 

St. Paul writes, “We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing 
that suffering produces endurance, and  
endurance produces character, and character  
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, 
because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given 
to us.” (Romans 5:3-5) 
 

We share in one another’s sufferings, knowing that 
God works hope through each of us, pouring out 
love for the sake of one another and the world. 
 

In the hope and love of Christ,  
Pastor Tim McKenzie  
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com  
 

 
 
 

 
Worship and Congregational Life 
 

Altar Flowers today are given in celebration of our 
51st Wedding Anniversary and in Thanksgiving for all 
the prayers and support from St. Mark's during the 
past 8 months. Steve & Sandy Rach 
 

Blessing and Sending of Students Today! Today at 
the 10:30 service, we will bless and send St. Mark’s 
students who are moving away to college and 
school campuses. We pray Godspeed upon them 
that in their studies they will grow in knowledge of 
this world God so loves.  
 

8/13 9:30 am Men’s Group meeting in the  
Fellowship Hall. Please join us as we plan the fall 
schedule. 
 
Committee for Visible Partnerships  This committee 
has been appointed by St. Mark’s Congregation 
Council for the purpose of exploring and  
envisioning the use of St. Mark’s building by outside  
organizations in the furtherance Christ’s mission by 
raising awareness of our presence in this  
community. Committee members are: Cliff Edahl, 
Genna Hurley, Rob Johnson, Gretchen Payne, 
Melissa Smith and Pastor Tim McKenzie.  
 

The Christian Education Hour is at 9:30 am on Sun-
days. Please join us as you are able. 
 

The Faith Forum class Join us to view The Story of 
the Bible, a Great Courses video lecture series with 
Professor Luke Timothy Johnson, at 9:30 in the Large  
Conference Room each Sunday morning. These 
lectures trace the Bible's long history in four  
chronological stages beginning with the collection 
of scrolls of stories, through the Reformation, to  
contemporary scholarship in Biblical studies.  
 

“Hybrid Worship” is both in-person and online  
worship at the same time. The Holy Spirit gathers us 
both in-person and online as we continue to live 
together as the body of Christ during this  
pandemic. 
 

Online worship continues to be streamed every 
Sunday at 10:30 am on Facebook (http://
www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/).  
 

Ushers for Sunday Worship  The ministry of ushering is 
a crucial part of worship because it is one of the 
most visible ministries in the Church. Please  
Volunteer by contacting the church office or John 
Simon.  
 

St. Mark’s email list If you are not receiving emails 
from St. Mark’s, we may not have your correct 
email address. Please contact the church to let us 
know. We send at least 2 emails every week. 
 

Stewardship 
 

2022 Stewardship Campaign Share the Joy! Please 
prayerfully consider your 2022 pledge to Christ’s 
mission at St. Mark’s. Your pledge is important to St. 
Mark’s mission and may also be offered at any 
time. You may pick up a “Share the Joy” brochure 
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in the Gathering Place, or you may pledge/
donate online at saintmarkscharlotte.org. We have 
been blessed to be a blessing to others! 
 

You may use the QR code at left (hover your 
phone camera to connect) for  
immediate access to St. Mark’s website  
donation page. Donations for Altar 
Flowers may be made using this code 
also. 

 
Altar Flower Sponsorship If you would like to  
sponsor live flowers for our Sunday worship service, 
please sign up on the calendar by the mailbox 
room or contact the church office. Remember a 
loved one or commemorate an event by donating 
altar flowers.  
 

Social Ministry 
We continue to remember the hungry and  
homeless through our social ministries. 
 

Thanks to your generosity, we were able to deliver 
323 lbs. of food to LOAVES & FISHES from our  
special summer drive. The need is always present 
and we continue to collect donations for Loaves & 
Fishes throughout the year. We collect NON-GLASS, 
NON-BREAKABLE, and NON-PERISHABLE food items. 
Again, thank you for continuing to support our  
efforts in helping those less fortunate in our  
community! 
 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen continues 
every Thursday making bag lunches for distribution 
to our neighbors. If you would like to serve, please  
contact us. You may also support the Soup Kitchen 
through financial donations sent to the church, or 
through St. Mark’s online giving portal. Help us 
share God's love! 
 

Youth and Family Ministry 
 

Student Sending & Blessing 8/7 Join us  at 10:30 
worship to remember St. Mark’s  
students.  
 

Theology on Tap: Thursdays at 6:30 pm for young 
adults and the young at heart. August 11: Wooden 
Robot Brewery, 1440 S. Tryon St., #110 
 
Youth Classes  
Sundays at 9:30: Youth Group in the Youth Room. 
Godly Play at 10:30 in the Children’s  
Library. 
Confirmation Class is on break until fall. 
 

Announcements 
 

Free Covid-19 Home Tests Every home in the U.S. is 
eligible to order 4 free at-home COVID-19 tests. The 
tests are completely free. Orders will usually ship in 
7-12 days. Order your tests now so you have them 
when you need them. They are available through 
the US Post Office at http://special.usps.com/
testkits, or the US government at https://
www.covidtests.gov/ 
 

Open Eyes Help Everyone! If you see leaking pipes 
or something amiss in the building, please contact 
the church  
office. 
 

Scam Alert  We have again seen a rise in people 
posing as the pastor or a member of St. Mark’s, 
asking for a reply or to click on an encrypted file. 
Please do not reply to any email or click on any 
attachment that seems suspicious. Also please 
know that the church staff will never ever solicit 
from you. If you are ever in doubt, please call the 
church (704-375-9185), or email the church  
office immediately (stmarkselca1001@gmail.com). 
Thank you. 
 

AA meets Monday nights “Third  
Tradition”, 7 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall; Wednes-
day nights “Just the Basics”, 7:30 p.m. in Room 210; 
Thursday nights “Not a Glum Lot”, 6:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
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"You Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim" ELW 825 This hymn of praise comes to us from a collection 
of four hymns with the interesting title Hymns For Times of Trouble and Persecution (London, 1744).  
Written by the great Methodist hymn writer Charles Wesley (1707-1788), during a time when the  
Methodists were being accused of trying to overthrow the Crown. Their meetings were broken up, their 
people mobbed, plundered and dragged before magistrates. The original text had six stanzas, 
with Evangelical Lutheran Worship including four. Here is one of the omitted stanzas: "Men, devils  
engage, the billows arise, and horribly rage, and threaten the skies. Their fury shall never our  
steadfastness shock. The weakest believer is built on a Rock". The language of the included stanzas  
reflect an updated adjustment of the original text, "Ye Servants of God", etc. This hymn is now a hymn of 
praise extolling God's sovereignty and magnifying the glories of Christ. The tune LYONS, named for the 
French city of Lyon, has long been attributed to Johann Michael Haydn (1737-1806), the younger  
brother of Franz Joseph Haydn, but is probably based on a theme from a composition by Joseph Martin 
Kraus (1756-1792), his Sonata in Twelve Variations. 
 
"Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine! "ELW 638 is one of the more than 8,000 gospel song texts written by 
Frances (Fanny) Crosby (1820-1915). Phoebe Knapp was a close personal friend of Fanny's, and played 
this tune ASSURANCE for the blind poetess and asked, "What does this tune say?" And Fanny responded, 
"Why, that says: blessed assurance, Jesus is mine." The year was 1873, and this gospel hymn became a 
staple in Dwight Moody's and Ira Sankey's revivals in England and the United States, and later in the  
crusades of Billy Graham. Fanny used over 200 pen names besides her own, and many of her original 
texts are still being found. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

August 8, Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers “Dominicans” (1170-1221) 
Dominic was a Spanish priest who preached against the Albignesians, a heretical sect that held gnostic 
and dualistic beliefs. Dominic believed that a stumbling block to restoring heretics to the church was 
the wealth of the clergy, so he formed an itinerant religious order, the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), 
who lived in poverty, studied philosophy and theology, and preached against heresy. The method of 
this order was to use kindness and gentle argument, rather than harsh judgment, to bring unorthodox 
Christians back to the fold. Dominic was opposed to burning Christians at the stake. Three times Dominic 
was offered the office of bishop, which he refused so that he could continue his work of preaching.  
 
August 10, Lawrence, deacon, martyr (225-258) 
Lawrence was one of seven deacons of the congregation at Rome and, like the deacons appointed in 
Acts, was responsible for financial matters in the church and for the care of the poor. Lawrence lived 
during a time of persecution under the emperor Valerian, who demanded that Lawrence surrender the 
treasures of the church. Lawrence gathered the lepers, orphans, the blind and the lame. He brought 
them to the emperor and said, “Here is the true treasure of the church.” This act enraged the emperor, 
and Lawrence was sentenced to death. Lawrence’s commemoration was one of the earliest to be  
observed by the church. 
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 St. Mark’s Prayer List 
Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, Rachel Fulp, 
Danielle Clausen, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Paul Davis, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Carol Marion, 
Vann Milheim, Shirley Larson, Diann Krewson, Mindy Curley, Steve Rach, Oakley Coburn, Stanley Davis, 
Connie Pope, Arlene Fielding, Anthony Perrini, Sergei Kobiakov, Phedora Johnson, Diane Adams, Bill 
Schwartz, Mickey Byrd, Christopher Shirley, Kaoru Otsubo, Kliffia Harman, and Joan Love. 
 

Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests (pastortimsmlc@gmail.com) 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com 

Lester Ackerman,  
Director of Music Ministry, Organist 

lackerman2@aol.com 
 

Liz Boldman, Director of Family Ministry 
lizsaintmarks@gmail.com 

 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
stmarkselca1001@gmail.com 

Finance Office 
saintmarksfinance@gmail.com 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |   saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

Readings for 8/14/2022,  
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 23:23-29 
Psalm 82 
Arise, O God, and rule 
the earth. (Ps. 82:8)  
Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
Luke 12:49-56 

Birthdays 
8/11 John Simon, Jr. 
8/13 Les Ackerman 
 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s 
love and comfort for you in times of trial. If you would like to confidentially speak to a 
Stephen Minister, please contact Pastor Tim (pastortimsmlc@gmail.com)  


