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8.7.2022 Pentecost 9                                        Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

Genesis 15: 1-6; Psalm 33:12-22; Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40 

“Be ready – believe, hope and act” 

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.   

   The story of Abraham and Sarah’s journey of faith is well known. Their story is an inspiring 

epic of faith that also includes each of us. The Genesis story of Abraham and Sarah is told under a 

nighttime sky, as God takes Abram outside and says, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if 

you are able to count them. So shall your descendants be.” Abram believed the Lord, and the Lord 

reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

  This image of the vast nighttime sky is one of the most well-known images in the Bible. It is a 

nighttime sky filled with stars representing individual human beings too great to number. God says, 

“Count them if you can.” As a modern person, I also read this story as a very real description of the 

enormous power of the cosmos represented in each and every human being. Like those stars of 

heaven, each of our bodies contains atoms made from hydrogen, oxygen, carbon and nitrogen, the 

atomic structure of the cosmos and the stars.  

If the Genesis story tells us that we are counted as Abraham and Sarah’s descendants, science 

also tells us that we are made from oxygen, hydrogen, carbon, nitrogen – the stuff of stars. This also 

means that as modern people, we have a perspective on this story that people of the people of 

antiquity did not. When each of us dies, the atoms of our bodies live on in the universe.  

This makes the story about Abraham and Sarah a marvelous and cosmic story of faith. Faith 

becomes the center of our lives that gives meaning to our intellect and existence. Faith gives us 

hope to act with love, trusting that like atoms in the universe, the faith, hope and love of our actions 

will live on like stars in the darkness of the nighttime sky.  

There is another image that I would like to also think about this morning. In 1977, NASA 

launched the Voyager 1 spacecraft on a mission to map the solar system in which we live. 

Thirteen years later in 1990, as Voyager was leaving the solar system, NASA commanded it to 

turn and take one last photo of Earth. This photo, known as the “Pale Blue Dot,” was taken from a 

distance of about 6 billion kilometers, or about 3.7 billion miles, from Earth. In that photo, Earth 

appears as a tiny dot in the vast darkness of the universe. 

  I mention this famous image of Earth taken from space because it gives us some perspective on 

the absolute tininess of Earth, and the absolute gift of life that we possess. If, as descendants of 
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Abraham and Sarah, we are counted among the stars, we are also the only planet among the stars 

known to contain life. Yet unlike Abraham and Sarah, photos of Earth from space allow us to see 

ourselves as a very real part of the heavens. As modern human beings, we are able to look up to 

the heavens with faith and we are also able to use our intellect, seeing ourselves from space as a 

tiny pale blue dot in a vast cosmos. Both our faith and our reason are what make us human. 

As human beings with bodies comprised of atoms – the stuff of the heavens – reading the story 

of Abraham and Sara takes on renewed, even urgent, meaning. Like Abraham, we too, are 

counted as righteous when we look up and believe that we are part of a much larger cosmic and 

divine plan than we will ever fully grasp. The vastness of the heavens goes beyond our power to 

comprehend and is perhaps why we have been given faith to believe and know a divine reality 

larger than us while we are alive. 

  The image of Abraham and Sarah’s descendants being like the stars is significant. Notice that 

God did not say, “Your descendants will become the largest or greatest of nations.” Rather, the 

Genesis story opens the possibility that all human beings are, by faith, children of Abraham and 

Sarah. We are not told we are members of this or that nation, rather we learn that we are part of 

God’s larger cosmic plan, described as the kingdom of heaven.  

The perspective that the “Pale Blue Dot” Voyager photo gives us is that this Earth, and our 

lives, are a very special gift as well as an ongoing mystery. We are all tethered to this planet 

Earth; we were born here and we will die here. Yet our bodies contain the atoms and stuff of the 

stars. We are indeed created in the image of God, and our citizenship literally belongs to the 

heavens.  

Though we live on the only known planet that supports life, the photo taken by Voyager 

reveals just how alone we truly are. Every person who ever lived also died on this tiny planet 

Earth. If Abraham looked up to the heavens and believed, seeing our planet Earth as a tiny dot in 

the cosmos might also help us use the gift of faith to act with love for others.  

 Today’s reading from Hebrews contains the well-known words, “Now faith is the assurance of 

things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” Faith is another way of knowing, of probing 

the things of life that we cannot see. In other words, like Abraham and Sarah, faith is power for 

living under an infinite nighttime sky.  

Like Abraham and Sarah, we also live by faith. “By faith” Abraham obeyed and set out not 

knowing where he was going. “By faith” Abraham and Sarah lived as foreigners and strangers in 
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another land. “By faith” Abraham and Sarah were given descendants that indeed are as numerous 

as the stars. Your presence here today is evidence of your kinship to Abraham and Sarah. Your 

presence here is evidence of “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen.”  

Jesus’ words in today’s gospel encourage us to live by faith – always prepared, aways 

believing, hoping and acting with love. Being prepared is a matter of both heart and mind. The 

preparedness of faith means anticipating God’s presence at every moment of our lives. The art of 

living is to be prepared like Abraham and Sarah, always walking by faith, always a stranger in 

this world, yet knowing our citizenship is in heaven. 

I would like to ask you to think about your human journey so far. Have you always known 

where you were going? Have you always been an “insider” or were there moments when you 

were an outsider? Perhaps it was in moving to a new place, or even to another country. Perhaps it 

was in marrying into a new family, or perhaps starting a new job. All of us at some point will 

experience a change in direction or the feeling of being a stranger. 

  The experience of living by faith is the experience of knowing that no matter where I am, I 

already have the treasure of heaven within me. To be a human being, alive, thinking and believing 

is to already be in God’s presence. Jesus came to announce to us the in-breaking of God’s 

kingdom within us so that we might understand the faith and reason within us. 

  What the biblical witness encourages us to see is that faith allows us to be ready to believe 

hope and act. Paul described it as “faith, hope and love.” To be a human being is to always be 

ready to believe, hope and act with love.   

   Look up to the heavens and believe in the promise: You are part of the stars, part of God’s 

infinite cosmos, and through faith, God’s infinity lives within you. As certain as your physical 

body contains the chemical elements of the stars, you also contain the infinite faith, hope, and 

love of God.  

  Be prepared. Faith is what makes you fully human. Believe, hope and act with love. The 

treasure of heaven is already within you. Amen. 

 


