
   

 

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Our Mission 
Growing Disciples - Making Christ Known 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

AUGUST 14, 2022 
THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
10:30 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites us to follow him alone so that he might bless and renew all of our 
relationships. Jesus is the pioneer and perfecter our faith, and so we run with perseverance the race set before us, always 
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, and always looking to Jesus who runs ahead of us. Running with Jesus, we will 
always know how to interpret the present time in which we live. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Offerings may be placed in the plate at the entrance to the sanctuary. 
The Offering will be brought forward by the usher during the Offertory Anthem. 

Bold responses are spoken by the congregation.  
 

Prelude                                   “Partita on ‘Shall We Gather at the River’”      
        Tune HANSON PLACE by Robert Lowry 

“Flowing” & “Slowly and smoothly” Settings by Jon Spong 
 

Please stand as able. 
 

Processional Hymn                      “Faith of  Our Fathers” ELW 812                                      ST. CATHERINE 
 

 1. Faith of  our fathers, living still in spite of  dungeon, fire, and sword.  
  Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy whene’er we hear that glorious word. 
  Faith of  our fathers, holy faith, we will be true to you till death. 
 
 2. The martyrs, chained in prisons dark, were still in heart and conscience free; 
  and blest would be their children’s fate if  they, like them, should die for thee. 
  Faith of  our fathers, holy faith, we will by true to you till death. 
 

 3. Faith of  our fathers! We will love both friend and foe in all our strife;  
  proclaim thee too, as love knows how, by saving word and faithful life.  
  Faith of  our fathers, holy faith, we will by true to you till death. 

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.; Music: Henri F. Hemy, 1818-1888; James G. Walton, 1821-1905, refrain 

 

Please be seated. 
 
Welcome                                                                                                          Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Confession. 
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 Confession and Forgiveness  
 

All may make the sign of  the cross, the sign that is  
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of  putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of  life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 
In the name of  + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
 
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ , the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day                                                    
Let us pray. O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your zeal 
for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your 
servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 

WORD 
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First Reading Jeremiah 23:23-29                                                          Karen Feezor, lector 
23Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? 24Who can hide in secret places so that I 
cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD. 25I have heard what the 
prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” 26How 
long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the 
deceit of their own heart? 27They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell 
one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell the 
dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with 
wheat? says the LORD. 29Is not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in 
pieces? 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 82                                                                                       Christian Souza, Amy Woodall, cantors 
Psalm 82:8 (John Paradowski) Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

 

1God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he holds judgment: 2“How long will you judge 
unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? Selah 3Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly 
and the destitute. 4Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” 5They have neither knowledge 
nor understanding, they walk around in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 6I say, “You are gods, 
children of the Most High, all of you; 7nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.” 8Rise up, O God, 
judge the earth; for all the nations belong to you! 
 
Second Reading Hebrews 11:29-12:2                                                       Karen Feezor, lector 
29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted 
to do so they were drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven 
days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had 
received the spies in peace. 32And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 33who through faith conquered 
kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched raging fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies 
to flight. 35Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in 
order to obtain a better resurrection. 36Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. 37They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they 
went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented— 38of whom the world was not 
worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 39Yet all these, 
though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40since God had 
provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. 12Therefore, since we 
are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so 
closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding 
its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God  
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Gospel Acclamation   
                                 “Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? from Holy Communion Setting Three 

 

Please stand as able. 
 
The Holy Gospel Luke 12:49-56 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

49“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50I have a baptism with 
which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! 51Do you think that I have come 
to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52From now on five in one household will 
be divided, three against two and two against three; 53they will be divided: father against son and son 
against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter
-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a 
cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. 55And when you see 
the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. 56You hypocrites! You 
know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the 
present time? 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Homily                                                   “Run with perseverence”                        Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 
Anthem                                           “Shall We Gather at the River”  

   Based on HANSON PLACE and Deep River 
Setting for choir and piano by John Carter 

  

Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod; 
with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 

Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river, 
gather with the saints at the river, that flows by the throne of God. 

Ere we reach the shining river, lay we ev’ry burden down; 
Grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown. 

Deep river, my home is over Jordan, deep river, I want to cross over into campground. 
 
Please stand as able. 
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Apostles’ Creed     
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
 Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession                                                                         (Larry Dagenhart, Jr., prayers) 
The congregation may sit or kneel for the Prayers. 
 

Trusting in God's extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.  
A brief  silence. 
 

Gracious God, we pray for the overwhelmed. Pour out your special care and guidance for those who are 
anxious, depressed, sick, lonely, exhausted. Remind them that you are a God who loves us 
unconditionally and will never give up on any of us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Rise up, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for all places affected by natural disasters, especially 
flooding in Central Appalachia and forest fires in Northern California. Help national and local 
government agencies to interpret the appearance of nature and the signs of the present time so that 
communities might rebuild and experience new life. Bless all who serve to extinguish fires and rescue 
those caught in life’s storms. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Lord, as we get closer to fall, be with all our students and educators as they begin another school year. Be 
with students starting school for the first time, college students leaving home for the first time, teachers 
and professors beginning new roles, and graduate students furthering their careers. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

O God, the Psalmist writes that you give justice to the weak, the orphan, and the needy. In our own day 
we ask that you would give justice to all who are harmed by discrimination against their race, ethnicity, 
gender, or orientation. Rescue our world from systems of power that privilege one group while 
oppressing another. We ask that your mercy and strength be upon all who are sick or who suffer in any 
way, especially, Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert 
Shirley, Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff  Casella, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Carol 
Marion, Vann Milheim, Shirley Larson, Diann Krewson, Mindy Curley, Steve Rach, Oakley Coburn, 
Stanley Davis, Connie Pope, Arlene Fielding, Anthony Perrini, Sergei Kobiakov, Diane Adams, Bill 
Schwartz, Mickey Byrd, Christopher Shirley, Kaoru Otsubo, Kliffia Harman Harman, Joan Love, and 
Tony Ananich. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Heavenly Father, we pray for our church and its mission. Bless all of St. Mark’s ministries. Offer 
discernment to our Council. Grant us all the energy to continue our work, within these walls as well as 
outside of our building. We pray you will guide us as a congregation in making our church a place of love 
and warm community. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Lord of Hosts, we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, and we give thanks for those who 
have journeyed before us, and who now surround us as the Communion of Saints. May we run with 
perseverance the race set before us until we find our rest in you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Receive the prayers of  your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through 
Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Amen. 
 
Peace                                                                                   
The peace of  Christ be with you always.  
(please share words of  peace while practicing “social distancing” as appropriate) 

 
MEAL 

 
OFFERING   An offering for the mission of  the church and the care of  those in need is brought forward from the 
Narthex.  
 
Offertory Anthem                          “Trio on ‘Faith of Our Fathers’”                           

    Tune by Henri F. Hemy; Organ setting by David S. Harris 
 
Offering Prayer    
Let us pray. God of  abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your 
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of  all, in the name 
of  Jesus. Amen. 
 
Please stand as able. 
 
Holy Communion       
 
The Great Thanksgiving     
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Proper Preface 
 
Sanctus                                         “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”                        Holy Communion Setting Three 

 
Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation 
In Christ's presence there is fullness of  joy. 
Come to the banquet. 
 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is offered continuously in front of the freestanding altar, or at the rail of the high altar in two ways, by 
“Communion Kit” or wafer and wine in a small cup. Please follow the ushers’ prompts, walking forward to the desired 
communion station, and returning via the side aisles. If receiving a “kit” please seal the used utensils in the zip-lock bag, 
placing the bag after worship in the marked bowl in the Narthex. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are also available. 
 
Communion Music     
                                                                    “Lamb of God”                                 Tune LAND OF REST 

Setting for cantor, choir and congregation by Richard Proulx 

 
                                                  “I Call to You, Lord Jesus Christ” BWV 639        Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
                                                               “Beloved, Let Us Love”                                    Donald Busarow 

Kate Suchanek, soprano 
Beloved, let us love: for love is of God; in God alone love has its true abode. 

Beloved, let us love: for those who love, they only, are God’s children from above. 
Beloved, let us love: for love is rest, and those who do not love cannot be blessed. 

Beloved, let us love: for love is light, and those who do not love still in night.  
Beloved, let us love: for only thus shall we see God, the Lord, who first loved us. 

 

Please stand as able. 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
 
Post-Communion Prayer            
Let us pray. Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your 
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your 
love. This we pray in the name of  Jesus. Amen. 
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SENDING 

 

SENDING BLESSING 
The God of  peace, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of  life 
this day and always.  
Amen. 
 
Recessional Hymn                    “Lead On, O King Eternal!” ELW 805                                  LANCASHIRE 
 

 1. Lead on, O King eternal! The day of  march has come; 
  henceforth in fields of  conquest your tents will be our home. 
  Through days of  preparation your grace has made us strong; 
  and now, O King eternal, we lift our battle song. 
 

 2. Lead on, O King eternal, till sin’s fierce war shall cease, 
  and holiness shall whisper the sweet amen of  peace; 
  for not with swords loud clashing, nor roll of  stirring drums, 
  but deeds of  love and mercy the heav’nly kingdom comes. 
 

 3. Lead on, O King eternal: we follow, not with fears, 
  for gladness breaks like morning where’er your face appears. 
  Your cross is lifted o’er us; we journey in its light; 
  the crown awaits the conquest; lead on, O God of  might! 

Text: Ernest W. Shurtleff, 1862-1917; Music: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879 

 
DISMISSAL     
Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude                                              “Trumpet Tune in G Major”                              Jeremy J. Bankson 

 
☩ ☩ ☩ 

 
 

This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress and 
Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI #11377824  
 
Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie; prayers: Larry Dagenhart, Jr.; crucifer/acolyte: John Simon; 
lector: Karen Feezor; live streaming camera: Laura Foust; soundboard: Kevin Feezor; ushers: Tom Sehorn, 
Benny Cox, Susan Ginns, Mindy Curley; greeters: Neil & Charlotte Dixon, Dale & Mary Lou Hopp; 
communion assistants: Barbara Baker, Cliff Edahl, Carol Goodall, Marty Schwartz, Lawanna Stoeckel; 
communion helper: Sandy Rach; nursery attendant: Elsa Wartner; tabulators: Karen Feezor, Meg Fielding; 
musicians: St. Mark’s Summer Choir, Christian Souza, Amy Woodall, cantors; Kate Suchanek, soprano 
soloist; Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry and Organist 
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From the pastor - 
It is a joy to gather together as Christ’s body! 
Though masks are optional at St. Mark’s, we sup-
port all who choose to wear a mask. We continue 
to support the following Mecklenburg County Pub-
lic Health (MCPH) directives: 
· Stay up to date with initial and  
 booster vaccine doses. 
· Wear a high-quality mask in indoor public  
 settings, as appropriate. 
· Stay home and take a COVID-19 test, if experi-

encing symptoms. If positive, quickly notify any 
close contacts. 

 

Masks are always available in the Narthex should 
you need one. 
 

St. Paul writes, “We rejoice in our sufferings,  
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character  
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, 
because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given 
to us.” (Romans 5:3-5) 
 

We share in one another’s sufferings, knowing that 
God works hope through each of us, pouring out 
love for the sake of one another and the world. 
 

In the hope and love of Christ,  
Pastor Tim McKenzie  
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Worship and Congregational Life 
 
8/15-9/2 Pastor McKenzie will be on  
vacation. In the case of a pastoral emergency 
please contact the church office 704-375-9185. 
Thank you.  
 

God’s Work Our Hands Sunday 9/11. We are  
already planning the kick-off of our fall  
programming on “God’s Work Our Hands” Sunday. 
There will be a "Blessing of Backpacks and Bags" for 
young people returning to school as well as service 
events after worship for the whole congregation. 
Please save the date, and watch for more details 
coming soon!  
 

St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet on Thursday, 
August 25 at 10 am--both in person and via Zoom. 
Our book this month is Miss Julia Speaks Her Mind 
by Ann B. Rose. Miss Julia, a recently bereaved and 
newly wealthy widow, is only slightly bemused 
when one Hazel Marie Puckett appears at her door 
with a youngster in tow and unceremoniously  
announces that the child is the bastard son of Miss 
Julia's late husband. Suddenly, this longtime church 
member and pillar of her small Southern community 
finds herself in the center of an unseemly scandal-
and the guardian of a wan nine-year-old whose 
mere presence turns her life upside down. But, with 
razor-sharp wit and perfect "Steel Magnolia" poise, 
Miss Julia speaks her mind indeed-about a robbery, 
a kidnapping, and the other disgraceful events 
precipitated by her husband's death. Fast-paced 
and charming, with a sure sense of comic drama, a 
cast of crazy characters, and a strong Southern  
cadence, Miss Julia Speaks Her Mind will delight 

 

Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Michael Lakeman; crucifer/acolyte: Michael Lakeman; lector: 
Karen Feezor; live streaming camera: Laura Foust; soundboard: Neil Dixon; ushers: Team C; greeters: Kay 
Sehorn, Michael & Tara Thompson; communion assistants: Layton Campbell, Ken Hazen, Rebecca 
Huang, Jay Jacob, Gretchen Payne; communion helper: Karen Covington; nursery attendants: Liz 
Boldman; tabulators: Joe Barrett, Cliff Edahl 
 
 

☩ ☩ ☩ 
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readers from the first page to the last. All interested 
persons are cordially invited to participate. Please 
contact Judy Tolbert or Kay Sehorn for more infor-
mation.  
 

American Guild of Organists Summer Concert Sun-
day, August 21 at 7pm in the Sanctuary. Come  
enjoy music by Jane Hart Brendle, violin, Christine 
Van Arsdale, harp, and Lester Ackerman, organ. 
 

Committee for Visible Partnerships  This committee 
has been appointed by St. Mark’s Congregation 
Council for the purpose of exploring and envision-
ing the use of St. Mark’s building by outside  
organizations in the furtherance Christ’s mission by 
raising awareness of our presence in this  
community. Committee members are: Cliff Edahl, 
Genna Hurley, Rob Johnson, Gretchen Payne, 
Melissa Smith and Pastor Tim McKenzie.  
 

The Christian Education Hour is at 9:30 am on Sun-
days. Please join us as you are able. 
 

The Faith Forum class Join us to view The Story of 
the Bible, a Great Courses video lecture series with 
Professor Luke Timothy Johnson, at 9:30 in the 
Large Conference Room each Sunday  
morning. These lectures trace the Bible's long  
history in four chronological stages beginning with 
the collection of scrolls of stories, through the 
Reformation, to contemporary scholarship in  
Biblical studies.  
 

“Hybrid Worship” is both in-person and online  
worship at the same time. The Holy Spirit gathers us 
both in-person and online as we continue to live 
together as the body of Christ during this  
pandemic. 
 

Online worship continues to be streamed every 
Sunday at 10:30 am on Facebook (http://
www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/).  
 

Ushers for Sunday Worship  The ministry of ushering 
is a crucial part of worship because it is one of the 
most visible ministries in the Church. Please  
Volunteer by contacting the church office or John 
Simon.  
 

St. Mark’s email list If you are not receiving emails 
from St. Mark’s, we may not have your correct 
email address. Please contact the church to let us 
know. We send at least 2 emails every week. 
 

Stewardship 
 

2022 Stewardship Campaign Share the Joy! Please 
prayerfully consider your 2022 pledge to Christ’s 
mission at St. Mark’s. Your pledge is important to St. 
Mark’s mission and may also be offered at any 
time. You may pick up a “Share the Joy” brochure 
in the Gathering Place, or you may pledge/
donate online at saintmarkscharlotte.org. We 
have been blessed to be a blessing to others! 
 

You may use the QR code at left (hover your 
phone camera to connect) for  
immediate access to St. Mark’s website  
donation page.  
Donations for Altar Flowers may be 
made using this code also. 

 

Altar Flower Sponsorship If you would like to  
sponsor live flowers for our Sunday worship service, 
please sign up on the calendar by the mailbox 
room or contact the church office. Remember a 
loved one or commemorate an event by  
donating altar flowers.  
 

Social Ministry 
We continue to remember the hungry and  
homeless through our social ministries. 
 

Thanks to your generosity, we were able to deliver 
323 lbs. of food to LOAVES & FISHES from our  
special summer drive. The need is always present 
and we continue to collect donations for Loaves & 
Fishes throughout the year. We collect NON-
GLASS, NON-BREAKABLE, and NON-PERISHABLE 
food items. Again, thank you for continuing to  
support our efforts in helping those less fortunate in 
our community! 
 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen continues 
every Thursday making bag lunches for distribution 
to our neighbors. If you would like to serve, please  
contact us. You may also support the Soup Kitchen 
through financial donations sent to the church, or 
through St. Mark’s online giving portal. Help us 
share God's love! 
 

Youth and Family Ministry 
 

Theology on Tap: Thursdays at 6:30 pm for young 
adults and the young at heart. August 18: Heist 
Brewery & Barrel Arts, 1030 Woodward Ave. Please 
note, beginning in September, Theology on Tap 
will meet twice monthly. 
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Youth Classes  
Sundays at 9:30: Youth Group in the Youth Room. 
Godly Play at 10:30 in the Children’s  
Library. 
Confirmation Class is on break until fall. 
 

Announcements 
 

Free Covid-19 Home Tests Every home in the U.S. is 
eligible to order 4 free at-home COVID-19 tests. The 
tests are completely free. Orders will usually ship in 7
-12 days. Order your tests now so you have them 
when you need them. They are available through 
the US Post Office at http://special.usps.com/
testkits, or the US government at https://
www.covidtests.gov/ 
 

Open Eyes Help Everyone! If you see leaking pipes 
or something amiss in the building, please contact 
the church  
office. 

Scam Alert  We have again seen a rise in people 
posing as the pastor or a member of St. Mark’s,  
asking for a reply or to click on an encrypted file. 
Please do not reply to any email or click on any  
attachment that seems suspicious. Also please 
know that the church staff will never ever solicit 
from you. If you are ever in doubt, please call the 
church (704-375-9185), or email the church  
office immediately (stmarkselca1001@gmail.com). 
Thank you. 
 

AA meets Monday nights “Third  
Tradition”, 7 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall; Wednesday 
nights “Just the Basics”, 7:30 p.m. in Room 210; 
Thursday nights “Not a Glum Lot”, 6:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
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 "Faith of Our Fathers" ELW 812 Frederick W. Faber (1814-1863) first published this hymn in his  
collection Jesus and Mary; or Catholic Hymns for Singing and Reading (London, 1849). This is an  
example of a hymn whose meaning is completely different from the original intent of the author. Austin 
Lovelace, American composer, author and hymnologist, sums it up nicely: "Faber sought to convert 
England to Catholicism with faith of our fathers, but Unitarians altered it for Protestant use, and it is found 
in practically all American hymnals and sung with enthusiasm as singers vow to be true to the faith till 
death". The tune ST. CATHERINE is named for Saint Catherine of Alexandria (287-305), a fourth-century 
Christian martyr.  
 
"Lead On, O King Eternal!" ELW 805 This hymn was written in 1888 by Ernest Shurtleff (1862-1917), a  
graduating seminarian at Andover Theological Seminary. Recognizing his poetic gifts, his classmates at 
Andover asked Ernest to write a hymn for their commencement service. He responded with this  
excellent text. At the time of his graduation he already published two volumes of verse, and throughout 
his ministry wrote a number of additional hymns. Austin Lovelace writes of this hymn: "Graduation is  
never an end--merely a road marker on the path of life. So the hymn is an appropriate call for us to be 
prepared to pitch our tents and to follow wherever God leads". The tune LANCASHIRE was written fifty-
two years earlier than Shurtleff''s text by the self taught English organist and composer, Henry Smart 
(181301879). The tune was originally paired with the hymn "From Greenland's Icy Mountains" and was first 
sung at a musical festival at Blackburn, England in 1835, observing the three-hundredth anniversary of 
the Reformation in England. Lancashire is the county location of Blackburn, where Smart was organist at 
the time of this composition. 
 

 
 
 

 
August 14, Maximilian Kolbe (1894-1941); Kaj Munk (1898-1944); martyrs 
Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest who served in China, Japan and India. In 1936 he returned to his 
native Poland, where he supervised a friary that housed thousands of Polish war refugees, mostly Jews. 
He was arrested by the Nazis for this activity and eventually sent to Auschwitz. There, Kolbe functioned 
as a priest for other prisoners, suffered beatings, and after a group of ten men had been sentenced to 
death by starvation for trying to escape, Kolbe volunteered to take the place of one of the men. After 
two weeks, only Kolbe remained alive and was summarily executed by lethal injection. A statue of  
Kolbe is included among the “20th Century Martyrs” located over the Great Door at Westminster  
Abbey. Kaj Munk, a Danish Lutheran pastor and playwright, was an outspoken critic of the Nazis, who 
occupied Denmark during the Second World War. His plays frequently highlighted the eventual victory 
of the Christian faith despite the church’s weak and ineffective witness. The Nazis feared Munk because 
his preaching and writing helped to strengthen the Danish resistance movement. He defied a Nazi ban 
to preach and peached on Advent 1 at the national cathedral in Copenhagen. A month later, on the 
night of January 4, 1944, he was arrested by the Gestapo and his body found in a ditch the following 
morning. His death made him a lasting national symbol of resistance to oppression, religious freedom, 
and freedom of speech. 
 
August 15, Mary, Mother of Our Lord 
The church honors Mary with the Greek title theotokos, meaning “the bearer of God.” Origen first used 
this title in the early church, and the councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon upheld it. Luther upheld the 
same meaning of this title in his writings. The honor paid to Mary as theotokos and mother of our Lord 
goes back to biblical times, when Mary herself sang, “From now on all generations will call me blessed” 
(Luke 1:48). Mary’s song, The Magnificat, speaks of reversals in the reign of God: the mighty are cast 
down, the lowly are lifted up, the hungry are fed, and the rich are sent away empty-handed.  
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St. Mark’s Prayer List 
Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, Rachel Fulp, 
Danielle Clausen, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Carol Marion, Vann 
Milheim, Shirley Larson, Diann Krewson, Mindy Curley, Steve Rach, Oakley Coburn, Stanley Davis, Connie 
Pope, Arlene Fielding, Anthony Perrini, Sergei Kobiakov, Phedora Johnson, Diane Adams, Bill Schwartz, 
Mickey Byrd, Christopher Shirley, Kaoru Otsubo, Kliffia Harman, Joan Love and Tony Ananich. 
Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests (pastortimsmlc@gmail.com) 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com 

Lester Ackerman,  
Director of Music Ministry, Organist 

lackerman2@aol.com 
 

 
Liz Boldman, Director of Family Ministry 

lizsaintmarks@gmail.com 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
stmarkselca1001@gmail.com 

Finance Office 
saintmarksfinance@gmail.com 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |   saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 
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Readings for 8/21/2022,  
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 58:9b-14 
Psalm 103:1-8 
The Lord crowns you with mercy 
and steadfast love. (Ps. 103:4)  
Hebrews 12:18-29 
Luke 13:10-17 

Birthdays 
8/14 Kim Wall 
8/14 Eileen Dunlap 
8/16 Mary Anna Summer 
8/16 Kay Finlon 
8/17 Carlene Schock 
8/19 Vera Otterstadt 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love and 
comfort for you in times of trial. If you would like to confidentially speak to a Stephen 
Minister, please contact Pastor Tim (pastortimsmlc@gmail.com)  

August 20, Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux (1090-1153) 
Bernard was a Cistercian monk who became an abbot of great spiritual depth. He was a mystical writer 
deeply devoted to the humanity of Christ who emphasized the inner experience of prayer and  
contemplation. He was critical of one of the foremost theologians of the day, Peter Abelard, because he 
believed Abelard’s approach to faith was too rational and did not provide sufficient room for mystery. 
Bernard’s devotional writings are still read today. His sermon on the Song of Solomon treats the Old  
Testament book as an allegory of Christ’s love for humanity. Bernard wrote several hymns that are still 
sung today in translation, including “Jesus, the Very Thought of You” (ELW 754). 


