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7.31.2022 Pentecost 8                                       Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

Ecclesiastes. 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-23; Psalm 49:1-12; Colossians3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21 

“Seek the things above” 

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.   

  The appointed reading for today from Ecclesiastes contains the well-known words, “Vanity of 

vanities! All is vanity.” Though vanity means a kind of self-centered pride in one’s own 

achievements, the word literally means “empty.” For example, the phrase “vain glory” means 

“empty glory,” pointing to the emptiness of seeking glory only for glory’s sake.  

“Vanity of vanities! All is vanity.” The meaning of these ancient words is still very real today. If 

we have achieved glory, riches, or power, not using them for others – they are empty 

achievements. Perhaps we shouldn’t be surprised by the harshness of these words. “All is vanity” 

points to the unchanging reality of our fallen humanity. Yet with God at the center, all that I 

possess, takes on new meaning for my life and my neighbor today.  

On a warm summer’s morning, today’s texts about greed and possessions may seem like a bit 

of a downer, yet it is remarkable to me how just how accurate they still are. The world teaches us 

about the seeking of wealth and fame, and we are told in various ways that what we possess 

defines who we are. The words of John the Baptist have also been on my mind this week as I 

have thought about these texts: “He must increase, and I must decrease” (John 3:30). In our 

culture of radical individualism, Christian discipleship is counter-cultural. In baptism, we are 

clothed in the garment of Christ’s righteousness, and daily we grow in Christ. Our old self 

decreases as Christ presence increases in us. 

  In today’s gospel, Jesus told a parable about a foolish rich man who lived solely for himself. 

The rich man acquired evermore possessions, worried about maintaining them, and then suddenly 

died. The reason Jesus told this parable was in response to someone who wanted Jesus to get 

involved in negotiating a family inheritance dispute. Jesus’ reply – “Take care! Be on your guard 

against all kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions” – is 

meant not only for that person, but for all of us. Jesus’ point is that a desire to possess things is 

often driven by greed, rather than by a desire to share our possessions with others.  

  A friend of mine once spoke about the “weightiness of possessions,” meaning that possessions 

create worry and anxiety. We worry about losing, storing and maintaining them. In Jesus’ parable 

the rich man was more concerned about amassing and maintaining his possessions for an 
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undetermined future date. Notably, the parable says nothing about the rich man using his 

possessions during his lifetime. 

Though the rich man produced abundantly, he did not seek to live abundantly during his 

lifetime, using his wealth for himself and for others. He was focused solely upon future years of 

retirement without any true insight into what it means to be alive today. His retirement plan, 

“Soul you have ample goods…relax, eat, drink and be merry,” mistakenly even thought that his 

soul was his own, a possession just like those he stored his large barns.  

 God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things 

you have prepared, whose will they be?” This terrifying line, spoken by God, is also spoken to 

each of us. We live in one of the wealthiest nations in the world, yet we are foolish if we think our 

lives and all of our possessions belong solely to us. The rich man was foolish because he had not 

understood the brevity of his own life and the purpose of the wealth given to him. He did not 

understand that possessions are only of value while we are alive, and after our death they will 

pass, without guarantees, to someone else.  

In some ways, we probably aren’t very different than the rich man in the parable. Our homes 

are full of possessions, often more then we can use. In addition to attics and basements to collect 

our possessions, many people today also may have storage lockers. Today’s storage lockers aren’t 

like dimly lit dusty storage units of years past, today they are often well-lit, air-conditioned in the 

summer, and heated in the winter. You can get a cup of coffee at the reception desk, go to your 

locker, open it and spend time with your stuff. Yet how much stuff do we need? How many 

possessions or how much wealth is enough?  

The life of the rich man in the parable was a lonely life of greed, accumulation, worry, and 

sudden death. Yet it could have been different. Rather than being remembered as a rich fool, he 

could have been remembered as a wise and generous person for using his wealth to help lift 

others with justice and compassion. He could have been remembered for his generosity. 

  At the end of the parable, Jesus says, “So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves 

but are not rich toward God.” The rich man made no difference in the world. Rather than 

working solely for his wealth, he could have worked for himself and for God’s glory by living for 

others. 

  In a materially rich society, what does it mean to be rich toward God? I think it is to understand 

that all I possess is a gift from God. To be rich toward God means all that I have – my 
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possessions, my intellect and drive, my very life itself – is a gift from God. To be rich toward 

God is to live generously toward others. 

  Paul’s words today about seeking the things that are above, remind us that when we lift our 

eyes to God, we briefly take our eyes away from our possessions and worries, confident that God 

continues to watch over and guide our lives. We realize that our lives, whether they be long or 

short, belong to God. At the end of our lives it will not matter how full of things our homes were, 

or the size of our portfolios; what will matter is how fully we used our time and resources for God 

and for our neighbor. To be rich toward God is to live generously toward others. 

If, like the rich man in the parable, your life was demanded of you tonight, could you say, 

“Lord, you are all in all. All I have is yours.” Would the Lord say to you, “Well done, good and 

faithful servant.” Daily, allow your mind to be renewed in Christ; allow yourself to be clothed in 

in Christ’s righteousness, increasing in you a new creation to live for others. 

Each day as Christ lives in you, may your hands no longer cling to this life and its possessions. 

Open your hearts to God again today, and open your hands to your neighbor. To be rich toward 

God is to live generously toward others. 

Seek the things that are above, and you will already possess everything. Amen. 


