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7.3.2022 Pentecost 4                                         Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

Isaiah 66:10-14; Psalm 66:1-9; Galatians 6:7-16; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

“We Sow in the Spirit” 

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.   

  Good morning. In today’s gospel, Luke describes how Jesus appointed and sent seventy 

followers in pairs ahead of him to every town. For all of us used to thinking of “Jesus and his 

twelve disciples,” seventy followers, appointed and sent out in mission, would seem to indicate 

that Jesus had a much larger number of followers and scope of mission.  

  Today’s gospel is very similar to Jesus’ sending of the twelve disciples two by two into the 

world. The Sending of The Twelve is recorded in Matthew, Mark and Luke’s gospels with minor 

variations. However, today’s gospel about the sending of the seventy into mission appears only in 

Luke’s gospel. In addition, the sending of twelve disciples two by two in the Synoptic gospels 

always reads a bit like “disciples in training” or a disciples’ internship, because the twelve 

returned to Jesus reporting to finish their training as disciples. 

  Though the seventy also return to report back to Jesus, Luke’s inclusion of this story after the 

sending of the twelve is unique to Luke and warrants some thinking about. In antiquity the number 

seventy symbolized, among other things, the number of nations in the world, suggesting a deeper 

and perhaps later view of mission that would emerge only in the early church. We might say that 

the sending of the seventy is Luke’s foreshadowing of Christ’s commission of his church to 

proclaim the gospel in the world. 

  Jesus’ instructions to the seventy are similar to the instructions he gave to the twelve when 

Jesus sent them two by two. In today’s gospel, Jesus says, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 

laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” For 

churches today, these are words of encouragement. Many feel that the church is in decline and 

worry about the future, but Jesus’ words were spoken to his followers to give birth to the church. 

Jesus’ words are encouraging because Jesus continues to send laborers into the world, and we trust 

that the harvest of the church will continue to be plentiful. In each generation the church is 

re-created through the proclamation of the good news, sowing seeds in the Spirit. Jesus is the Lord 

of the harvest who sends the church into the world to sow in the Spirit in every generation so that 

the church might always be recreated anew. 
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  Jesus’ words, “Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals, and greet no one on the road” are of 

interest to us. Like the advertising jingle, “What’s in your wallet?” I might ask “‘What’s in your 

bag?’ each day that you leave in the morning?” We are people used to thinking that we need a lot 

of “stuff” to help us in our work. Notice here that Jesus sent his seventy missionaries with only his 

appointment to preach. They were to take nothing that could be confused with a Gospel of 

Prosperity. They were not to take anything that would blur the focus of their message announcing 

peace, healing to the sick and the good news that the kingdom of God has come near. 

  This helps us as St. Mark’s, as we re-envision our mission and the use of the resources we have 

as a church. In our baptisms we are appointed and sent to speak peace to a weary and anxious 

world; we are appointed to bring healing to the sick in body and mind; we are appointed and sent 

to proclaim, in the midst of all other kingdoms, that God’s kingdom has drawn near in Jesus. To a 

world overcome with different factions, voices and ideologies, we are to remain focused upon the 

task of offering peace, healing and hope to the world.  

  In baptism, we each become messengers of Jesus. We are each appointed by Jesus to point to 

him and his peaceable kingdom of healing. Like the seventy, we represent the peace of Jesus and 

God’s kingdom in the midst of the world and its kingdoms.  

  In today’s service we have two marvelous signs of this: the installation of the “Committee for 

Visible Partnerships” focusing on our outward mission to the world. In addition, today’s baptism 

of Anna Elizabeth also points to the Holy Spirit alive in Anna’s life and in the life of this 

congregation. Paul writes, “If you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. So let 

us not grow weary in doing what is right…” Mission means sowing seeds in the Spirit. 

  You may not realize it but like the gospel reading of being sent two by two into the world, your 

pastor and Council president, Cliff Edahl, have been out in our community planting seeds and 

attempting to make St. Mark’s more visible in the world. We have visited neighboring 

organizations and also welcomed them with tours our church building. We have actively been 

moving outward in mission attempting to let the surrounding community know that God’s 

kingdom of peace is nearby in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. We have been sowing seeds in the 

Spirit in our community, hoping for a plentiful harvest of “visible partnerships” with our church. 

Please pray for this new committee and its work as we sow seeds in the Spirit, hoping to make St. 

Mark’s more visible in our community. For more about “Visible Partnerships” please see the July 

ReMarks. 
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  We also see a harvest of spiritual seeds sown in the life of Anna Elizabeth who will be baptized 

today. Anna was raised by her parents in the Christian faith who sowed seeds in the Spirit in her 

life, and today we see a plentiful harvest in Anna’s confession of the faith as a Christian in this 

world. Before the pandemic, Anna was involved as a high school student at St. Mark’s, 

participating in the youth group, youth Sunday school and a mission trip to Morehead City. 

Anna’s baptism is the harvest of the Holy Spirit, and we pray God’s abundant blessings upon 

Anna today as she begins a new journey as a baptized Christian in this world. 

  Today we remind ourselves that Jesus sends the church out in mission into the world with only 

his peace, his healing and the message of the nearness of God’s kingdom. As Christians, we are 

Jesus’ missionaries in this world. To be a missionary simply means to be appointed and sent out 

by Jesus into the world. St. Mark’s is in mission, sowing seeds of faith in the Spirit and always 

anticipating the harvest of eternal life. 

  This is what we do as a church: we sow in the Spirit seeking “visible partnerships” in this world, 

partnerships of peace, partnerships of healing, partnerships of hope. To be a church is to be a 

visible sign in this world of the nearness of God’s kingdom.  

  As you go forth from this place today, remember that you have been appointed in your baptism 

to sow seeds in the Spirit, to sow the peace of Christ, and to bring healing to a broken world.  

  All that you do can make a difference for Christ in this world. Let your life be a visible sign of 

the nearness of God’s kingdom.  

  We sow in the Spirit. Let your life be the plentiful harvest of God’s love for this world. Amen. 

   


