
   

 

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Our Mission 
Growing Disciples - Making Christ Known 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

JULY 24, 2022 
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

10:30 AM SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The readings for today remind us about perseverance in prayer. In prayer we ask, seek and knock, taking all things to 
God and making conversation with God the center of  our lives. God hears and answers prayer and so strengthens all who 
call upon God’s name. As “the Psalmist writes, When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me." 
 

GATHERING 
 

Offerings may be placed in the plate at the entrance to the sanctuary. 
The Offering will be brought forward by the usher during the Offertory Anthem. 

Bold responses are spoken by the congregation.  
 

Prelude                                           “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”          
        Tune by William B. Bradbury; Setting for flute and organ by Mark Thewes 

 

Please stand as able. 
 

Processional Hymn    “Oh, Worship the King” ELW 842                                                        HANOVER 
 

 1. Oh, worship the King, all-glorious above. 
  Oh, gratefully sing God’s power and love; 
  our shield and defender, the Ancient of  Days, 
  pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 
 

 2. The earth with its store of  wonders untold, 
  Almighty, your pow’r has founded of  old; 
  established it fast by a changeless decree, 
  and round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea. 
 

 3. Your bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
  It breathes in the air, it shines in the light, 
  it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
  and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 
 

 4. Frail children of  dust, and feeble as frail, 
  in you do we trust, nor find you to fail; 
  your mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
  our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend. 
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 5. O measureless might, ineffable love, 
  while angels delight to hymn you above, 
  the humbler creation, though feeble their lays, 
  with true adoration shall sing to your praise. 

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt..; Music: William Croft, 1678-1727 
 

Please be seated. 
 
Welcome                                                                                                         Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Confession. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  
 

All may make the sign of  the cross, the sign that is  
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of  putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
 

When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of  life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
 

Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 
In the name of  + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ , the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day                                                    
Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and you 
gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those 
things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that come only through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Temple Talk                                                “Volunteer Call”                         Liz Boldman, DFM & Volly 
 

WORD 
 

First Reading Genesis 18:20-32                                                                   Flora Chance, lector 
20Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their 
sin! 21I must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come 
to me; and if not, I will know.” 22So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham 
remained standing before the LORD. 23Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away 
the righteous with the wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep 
away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25Far be it from you to do such a 
thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! 
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty 
righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.” 27Abraham answered, “Let me take it 
upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty righteous are 
lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-
five there.” 29Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of 
forty I will not do it.” 30Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are 
found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31He said, “Let me take it upon myself 
to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not 
destroy it.” 32Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are 
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 138                                                                                    Madeline Hamrick, Micah Hein, cantors 
Psalm 138:8 (John Paradowski) Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

 

 

1I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise; 2I bow down toward your holy temple 
and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness; for you have exalted your name and your word 
above everything. 3On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul. 4All the kings of the earth shall 
praise you, O LORD, for they have heard the words of your mouth. 5They shall sing of the ways of the LORD, for great is 
the glory of the LORD. 6For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly; but the haughty he perceives from far away. 
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; you stretch out your hand, and 
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your right hand delivers me. 8The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. Do 
not forsake the work of your hands. 
 

Second Reading Colossians 2:6-15                                                                   Flora Chance, lector 
6As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7rooted and 
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 8See to it 
that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, 
according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. 9For in him the whole 
fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and 
authority. 11In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the 
flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 12when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised 
with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 13And when you were dead 
in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he 
forgave us all our trespasses, 14erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this 
aside, nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, 
triumphing over them in it. 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God  
 

Gospel Acclamation   
                  “Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? from Holy Communion Setting Three 

Please stand as able. 
 
The Holy Gospel Luke 11:1-13 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 11th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach 
us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2He said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your 
name. Your kingdom come. 3Give us each day our daily bread. 4And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves 
forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 5And he said to them, 
“Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three 
loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7And he answers 
from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I 
cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything 
because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he 
needs. 9“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will 
be opened for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone 
who knocks, the door will be opened. 11Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will 
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give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Homily                                                 “Lord, teach us to pray”                          Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 

Anthem                                        “O Living Bread from Heaven”                               Sacred Harp Tune 
Setting for choir, flute and organ by Gary Matheny 

 

O living Bread from heaven, how well you feed your guest! 
The gifts that you have given have filled my heart with rest. 
O wondrous food of blessing, O, cup that heals our woes! 

My heart, this gift possessing, with praises overflows! 
Lord, you here have led me within your holiest place, 

and here yourself have fed me with treasures of your grace; 
for you have freely given what earth could never buy, 

the bread of life from heaven, that now I shall not die. 
You gave me all I wanted; this food can death destroy. 

And you have freely granted the cup of endless joy. 
My Lord, I do not merit the favor you have shown, 
and all my soul and spirit bow before your throne. 

Please stand as able. 
 

Apostles’ Creed     
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
 Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession                                                                            (Paster McKenzie, prayers) 
The congregation may sit or kneel for the Prayers. 
 

Trusting in God's extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. A brief  silence. 
 

Lord Jesus, Teach your church to persevere in prayer, to ask, search and knock for guidance, solutions, 
and insight into our lives. For the sake of  your love, teach us to persevere in prayer so that your kingdom 
may come near to us on earth as it is in heaven. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Creating Word, you continue to speak and creation is renewed. We rejoice in the wonder of  your 
creation, and we pray for the natural world. Help us to be faithful stewards of  your creation so that all 
people might receive their daily bread, so all that has life might thrive according to your plan. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Merciful Lord, we remember before you all nations and peoples of  this world. We ask that the leaders of  
this nation, and of  all nations, work for the common good of  all so that the peoples of  the world live in 
true peace and prosperity, each nation helping and supporting the needs of  others. We ask on behalf  of  
all because we know you love and listen to all who ask, seek and knock. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Healing God, we persevere, always seeking healing and comfort for all who suffer in any way. We ask on 
behalf  of  our neighbors in need, for the sick and for the dying. May all who are in need in any way know 
your good gifts. We ask and seek your healing and encouragement for: Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, 
Charlie Cox, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Carl 
Sepmeyer, Jeff  Casella, Paul Davis, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Carol Marion, Vann Milheim, Shirley 
Larson, Diann Krewson, Mindy Curley, Steve Rach, Oakley Coburn, Stanley Davis, Connie Pope, Arlene 
Fielding, Anthony Perrini, Sergei Kobiakov, Diane Adams, Bill Schwartz, Mickey Byrd, Christopher 
Shirley, Kaoru Otsubo, Cliffa Harmon, and Joan Love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of  Steadfast love, with thanksgiving we pray for this congregation and its members, friends, and 
partners. Bless the prayer, worship and fellowship ministries of  St. Mark’s. We also ask that you would 
grant renewal and safety to all who travel and rest during these hot summer months that we might be 
renewed for mission in your holy name. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Triune God, in Holy Baptism we have been buried with Christ and raised with him to new life; we give 
thanks for all the saints who from their labors rest in your eternal presence. We ask that you would join 
our voices with theirs, as we praise you and seek the eternal glory of  your kingdom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Receive the prayers of  your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through 
Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Amen. 
 
Peace                                                                                   
The peace of  Christ be with you always.  
(please share words of  peace while practicing “social distancing” as appropriate) 

 
MEAL 

 

OFFERING   An offering for the mission of  the church and the care of  those in need is brought forward from the 
Narthex.  
 
Offertory Anthem            “Moderato in F Major for Flute and Piano” (“Flowers”)        Elizabeth Raum 
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Offering Prayer    
Let us pray. God of  abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your 
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of  all, in the 
name of  Jesus. Amen. 
Please stand as able. 
 

Holy Communion       
 

The Great Thanksgiving     
 

Proper Preface 
 

Sanctus                                         “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”                          Holy Communion Setting Three 
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Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation 
In Christ's presence there is fullness of  joy. 
Come to the banquet. 
 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is offered continuously in front of the freestanding altar, or at the rail of the high altar in two ways, by 
“Communion Kit” or wafer and wine in a small cup. Please follow the ushers’ prompts, walking forward to the desired 
communion station, and returning via the side aisles. If receiving a “kit” please seal the used utensils in the zip-lock bag, 
placing the bag after worship in the marked bowl in the Narthex. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are also available. 
 
Communion Music     
                                                            “Lamb of God”                                        Tune LAND OF REST 

Setting for cantor, choir and congregation by Richard Proulx 



 9 

 
                                              “Panis Angelicus” (The Bread of Angels)                                 Cesar Franck 

Setting for flute and organ by Clair W. Johnson 
 
                                                                 “Beautiful Savior”                         SCHONSTER HERR JESU 

19th century Silesian Folk Tune; Setting for flute and piano by Joseph A. Seiss 
 
Please stand as able. 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
 
Post-Communion Prayer            
Let us pray. Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your 
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your 
love. This we pray in the name of  Jesus. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

SENDING BLESSING 
The God of  peace, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of  life 
this day and always.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

☩ ☩ ☩ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recessional Hymn         “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of  God” from This Far by Faith    
                     SEEK YE FIRST 
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DISMISSAL     
Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude      
                 “Toccata on “Oh, Worship the King” from Variations for Organ on HANOVER 

Organ setting by Michael Burkhardt 
 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

 

 

This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress 
and Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI #11377824  
 

Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie (prayers); crucifer/acolyte: Riley Smith; lector: Flora Chance; 
live streaming camera: A. J. Pridgen; soundboard: Neil Dixon; ushers: Doug Milheim, Mark Ginns, Susan 
Ginns, Eddie Goodall, A. J. Pridgen, Sean Fielding; greeters: Millie Cansler, Bill & Jane Thompson; 
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From the pastor - 
It is a joy to gather together as Christ’s body! 
Though masks are optional at St. Mark’s, we sup-
port all who choose to wear a mask. We continue 
to support the following Mecklenburg County Pub-
lic Health (MCPH) directives: 
· Stay up to date with initial and  
 booster vaccine doses. 
· Wear a high-quality mask in indoor public set-

tings, as appropriate. 
· Stay home and take a COVID-19 test, if experi-

encing symptoms. If positive, quickly notify any 
close contacts. 

Masks are always available in the Narthex should 
you need one. 
 

St. Paul writes, “We rejoice in our sufferings,  
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character  
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, 
because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given 
to us.” (Romans 5:3-5) 
 

We share in one another’s sufferings, knowing that 
God works hope through each of us, pouring out 
love for the sake of one another and the world. 
 

In the hope and love of Christ,  
Pastor Tim McKenzie  
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com  
 
 

 
 
 

 
Worship and Congregational Life 
 

Altar Flowers today are given with thanksgiving to 
the glory of God by Pastor Tim and Mari McKenzie 
on the occasion of their anniversary. 
 

SPECIAL SUMMER DRIVE FOR LOAVES & FISHES  With 
school out for the summer, many children from low-
income families will not be receiving free breakfasts 
and lunches at school.  This puts a strain on the 
family budget with many forced to turn to LOAVES 
& FISHES. The baker's rack has been moved to the 
gathering place for donations of "child friendly", 
non-breakable food items.  It will remain there 
throughout the month of July.  Please support our 
efforts to assist those in need.  Thank you! 
 

Committee for Visible Partnerships  This committee 
has been appointed by St. Mark’s Congregation 
Council for the purpose of exploring and  
envisioning the use of St. Mark’s building by outside  
organizations in the furtherance Christ’s mission by 
raising awareness of our presence in this  
community. Committee members are: Cliff Edahl, 
Genna Hurley, Rob Johnson, Gretchen Payne, 
Melissa Smith and Pastor Tim McKenzie.  
 

Announcement about Holy  
Communion: We have returned to Holy  
Communion distribution with stations at both the 
high altar and in front of the table at the 10:30  
service.  
 

communion assistants: Carol Goodall, Rebecca Huang, Ken Hazen, Gretchen Payne, Jay Jacob; 
communion helper: Catherine Metze; nursery attendants: Betsy Wenzel; tabulators: Karen Feezor, Doug 
Milheim; musicians: St. Mark’s Summer Choir; Andrea Long, flutist; Madeline Hamrick, Micah Hein, cantors; 
Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry and Organist 
 

Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Bill Schwartz; crucifer/acolyte: Michael Lakeman; lector: Lowell 
Engelhard; live streaming camera: Charles Lakeman; soundboard: Jonathan Lakeman; ushers: Team B; 
greeters: Jackie Ellington, Ted Seman, David Thomason; communion assistants: Lisa Barnett, Lawanna 
Stoeckel, Kevin & Karen Feezor, Susan Lakeman; communion helper: Sandy Rach; nursery attendants: Liz 
Boldman; tabulators: Kevin Feezor, Doug Milheim 
 
 

☩ ☩ ☩ 
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Men’s Group  If you would like 
to be a part of St. Mark’s new Men’s Group, 
please see John Simon or Pastor Tim. 
 

The Christian Education Hour is at 9:30 am on  
Sundays. Please join us as you are able. 
 

The Faith Forum class Join us to view The Story of 
the Bible, a Great Courses video lecture series with 
Professor Luke Timothy Johnson, at 9:30 in the 
Large Conference Room each Sunday morning. 
These lectures trace the Bible's long history in four 
chronological stages beginning with the  
collection of scrolls of stories, through the  
Reformation, to contemporary scholarship in  
Biblical studies.  
 

“Hybrid Worship” is both in-person and online wor-
ship at the same time. The Holy Spirit gathers us 
both in-person and online as we continue to live 
together as the body of Christ during this  
pandemic. 
 

Online worship continues to be streamed every 
Sunday at 10:30 am on Facebook (http://
www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/).  
 

Ushers for Sunday Worship  The ministry of ushering 
is a crucial part of worship because it is one of the 
most visible ministries in the Church. Please volun-
teer by contacting the church office or John  
Simon.  
 

St. Mark’s email list If you are not receiving emails 
from St. Mark’s, we may not have your correct 
email address. Please contact the church to let us 
know. We send at least 2 emails every week. 
 

Stewardship 
 

2022 Stewardship Campaign Share the Joy! Please 
prayerfully consider your 2022 pledge to Christ’s 
mission at St. Mark’s. Your pledge is important to 
St. Mark’s mission and may also be offered at any 
time. You may pick up a “Share the Joy” brochure 
in the Gathering Place, or you may pledge/
donate online at saintmarkscharlotte.org. We 
have been blessed to be a blessing to others! 
 

You may use the QR code at left (hover your 
phone camera to connect) for  
immediate access to St. Mark’s website  
donation page. Donations for Altar 
Flowers may be made using this code 
also. 

 

Altar Flower Sponsorship If you would like to spon-
sor live flowers for our Sunday worship service, 
please sign up on the calendar by the mailbox 
room or contact the church office. Remember a 
loved one or commemorate an event by  
donating altar flowers.  
 

Social Ministry 
We continue to remember the hungry and home-
less through our social ministries. 
 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen continues 
every Thursday making bag lunches for distribution 
to our neighbors. If you would like to serve, please  
contact us. You may also support the Soup  
Kitchen through financial donations sent to the 
church, or through St. Mark’s online giving portal. 
Help us share God's love! 
 

Youth and Family Ministry 
 

Theology on Tap: Thursdays at 6:30 pm for young 
adults and the young at heart. July 28 Sugar 
Creek Brewing, 215 Southside Dr. 
 

Youth Classes  
Sundays at 9:30: Youth Group in the Youth Room. 
Godly Play at 10:30 in the Children’s Library. 
Confirmation Class is on break until fall. 
 

Announcements 
 

Free Covid-19 Home Tests Every home in the U.S. is 
eligible to order 4 free at-home COVID-19 tests. 
The tests are completely free. Orders will usually 
ship in 7-12 days. Order your tests now so you have 
them when you need them. They are available 
through the US Post Office at http://
special.usps.com/testkits, or the US government at 
https://www.covidtests.gov/ 
 

Open Eyes Help Everyone! If you see leaking pipes 
or something amiss in the building, please contact 
the church office. 
 

Scam Alert  We have again seen a rise in people 
posing as the pastor or a member of St. Mark’s, 
asking for a reply or to click on an encrypted file. 
Please do not reply to any email or click on any 
attachment that seems suspicious. Also please 
know that the church staff will never ever solicit 
from you. If you are ever in doubt, please call the 
church (704-375-9185), or email the church  
office immediately (stmarkselca1001@gmail.com). 
Thank you. 



 13 

 

 

AA meets Monday nights “Third  
Tradition”, 7 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall; Wednes-
day nights “Just the Basics”, 7:30 p.m. in Room 210; 
Thursday nights “Not a Glum Lot”, 6:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
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"Oh, Worship the King" ELW 842, dates from 1833, and first appeared in a publication entitled Christian 
Psalmody. Robert Grant (1779-1828) is the author of this paraphrase of Psalm 104, and his setting has 
been called a model hymn for worship, and one of the finest examples of early nineteenth century 
hymnody. American writer/musician Kenneth Osbeck includes this hymn in his book 101 Hymn Stories, 
and writes: "this hymn has few equals in expressive lyrics in the exaltation of the Almighty. Each of the 
epithets applied to God-King, Shield, Defender, Ancient of Days, Maker, Redeemer, Friend, as well as 
the vivid imagery such as: His chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form, and the references to 
His attributes of power, might, grace, bountiful care, and love, all combine to describe the literary  
eloquence and spiritual warmth, and the majesty and praise-worthiness of our God." The 
tune HANOVER is attributed to William Croft (1678-1727) but we are not certain he composed it. The 
tune does predate the hymn, as it appears in a collection of Psalms published in 1708. Some hymnals 
pair a different tune to this hymn. LYONS is one of these, with an identical meter, and is "You Servants 
of God" ELW 825.  
 
“Seek Ye First” This popular hymn is not included in our Evangelical Lutheran Worship, but does  
appear in a number of supplemental collections, including This Far by Faith (Minneapolis, 1999). Karen 
Lafferty (b. 1948) is the writer of the first stanza, as well as composer of the tune. Written in 1971,  
Lafferty was inspired to write Seek Ye First following a bible study on Matthew 6:33.  She describes it as 
"a song in which people can put God's desire for their lives above their own." The second stanza is 
based on Matthew 7:7 and was included in Songs for Celebration, 1980  
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From the Church Calendar 
July 25, James, Apostle 
James is one of the sons of Zebedee, and counted as one of the twelve disciples. Together with his 
brother John they were nicknamed “sons of thunder.” The gospels Matthew and Mark describe this 
brashness in their request for Jesus to grant them places of honor in the kingdom, and also in asking  
Jesus for permission to send down fire upon a Samaritan village that had not welcomed them. James 
was the first of the Twelve to suffer martyrdom and is the only apostle whose martyrdom is recorded in 
scripture (Acts 12:2). He is referred to as James the Elder to distinguish him from James the Less,  
commemorated with Philip on May 1, and James of Jerusalem, commemorated on October 23. 
 

July 28, Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750); Heinrich Schütz (1585-1672); George Frederick Handel 
(1685-1759), musicians 
These three composers have done much to enrich the worship life of the church. J.S. Bach drew on the 
Lutheran tradition of hymnody and wrote about two hundred cantatas, including at least two for each 
Sunday and festival day in the Lutheran calendar of his day. George Frederick Handel was not primarily 
a church musician, but his great work Messiah is a musical proclamation of the scriptures. Heinrich 
Schütz wrote choral settings of biblical texts and paid special attention to ways his composition would 
underscore the meanings of the words. 
 

July 29, Mary, Martha and Lazarus of Bethany 
Mary and Martha are remembered for the devotion and hospitality they offered Jesus in their home. 
Following the characterization drawn by Luke, Martha represents the active life, while Mary represents 
the contemplative. Lazarus, Mary’s and Martha’s brother, was raised from the dead by Jesus as a sign of 
the eternal life he offers to all believers. It was at Lazarus’ tomb that Jesus wept for love of his friend. 
 

Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030  
Sunday, July 29, 2018  
Considered the patron saint of Norway, Olaf went from a life of piracy in the Baltic and Norway to being 
baptized a Christian in Rouen. He returned to Norway, and succeeded his father as king, making  
Christianity the religion of his realm. He revised the laws of the nation and tried to administer them  
impartially, eliminating corruption and bribery. His reforms angered the aristocracy and he was driven 
from his kingdom. Supported by Sweden in battle, he was killed trying to regain his kingdom.              

Adapted from Sunday and Seasons 



 16 

 
St. Mark’s Prayer List 
Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, Rachel Fulp, 
Danielle Clausen, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Paul Davis, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Carol Marion, 
Vann Milheim, Shirley Larson, Diann Krewson, Mindy Curley, Steve Rach, Oakley Coburn, Stanley Davis, 
Connie Pope, Arlene Fielding, Anthony Perrini, Sergei Kobiakov, Phedora Johnson, Diane Adams, Bill 
Schwartz, Mickey Byrd, Christopher Shirley, Kaoru Otsubo, Cliffa Harmon, and Joan Love. 
Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests (pastortimsmlc@gmail.com) 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com 

Lester Ackerman,  
Director of Music Ministry, Organist 

lackerman2@aol.com 
 

 
Liz Boldman, Director of Family Ministry 

lizsaintmarks@gmail.com 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
stmarkselca1001@gmail.com 

Finance Office 
saintmarksfinance@gmail.com 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |   saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

Readings for 7/31/2022,  
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 
Psalm 49:1-12 
My mouth shall speak 
of wisdom. (Ps. 49:3)  
Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 

Birthdays 
7/24 Barbara Baker 
7/27 Gretchen Payne 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love and 
comfort for you in times of trial. If you would like to confidentially speak to a Stephen Minis-
ter, please contact Pastor Tim (pastortimsmlc@gmail.com)  


