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7.10.2022 Pentecost 5                                        Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

Deuteronomy 30:9-14; Psalm 25:1-10; Colossians 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37 

“Show mercy to all” 

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.   

  Today’s gospel reading is one of the most familiar parables in the New Testament. For modern 

people and for our modern age, the Parable of the Good Samaritan continues to inspire us to live 

with compassion and mercy for all who are in need. Across two thousand years, this parable 

continues to urge us to live into our ministries of compassion and love as we help our neighbor.    

  The two questions asked by the lawyer causing Jesus to tell this parable are also our own 

questions. They are questions central to our humanity: “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

and “Who is my neighbor? To be fully human is to recognize that the eternal dimension of reality 

must be lived in the everyday of my neighbor’s life. 

  Jesus’ message of love for one’s neighbor reverberates throughout the New Testament. It is 

radical in its breadth and depth. For example, in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus says, “Love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Matthew 5:44). The radical love of Jesus urges us 

to love even our enemies and those whom the world tells us we should not stop to help. The path 

to eternal life begins in this life by showing compassion and mercy. We do not need go to heaven 

for God’s word; it is very near to us (Deuteronomy 30:14). Eternal life dwells in our hearts 

through Christ, and our voices and the actions of our hands share eternal life with those we meet. 

  Today’s gospel begins as Jesus was questioned by a lawyer, an expert in the Mosaic law. The 

lawyer asked two questions, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” “And who is my neighbor?” 

Jesus makes it clear that eternal life begins now with my neighbor’s life today. 

  To the first question Jesus responded, “What is written in the law?” The legal scholar replied, 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength and with all your 

mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus said, “You have given the right answer; do this, and 

you will live.” Giving the right theological answer only gets us half way to eternal life. “Do this 

and you will live,” means eternal life begins in living today for my neighbor.  

  Jesus then told a parable meant to illustrate living into eternal life. A person was traveling on 

the road down from Jerusalem to Jericho. It is a dangerous road, steep and winding. This traveler 

was beaten by bandits, stripped, robbed, and left half dead on the side of the road.  
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  To illustrate someone giving a perfect answer yet not acting upon it, Jesus told a parable of 

three passersby. Jesus is demonstrating that the path to eternal life is not the narrow path of 

religious self-fulfillment, but rather, it is the much wider path of self-giving love for one’s 

neighbor. On the path to eternal life, my own life and my neighbor’s life are linked together by the 

compassionate love of God. In the parable, both the priest and the Levite were more concerned 

about their own religious journey than about journeying with their neighbor.  

  Jesus then gave the example of a third traveler, saying, “But a Samaritan while traveling came 

upon him, and when he saw him he was moved with compassion.” Compassion, or “compassio” 

meaning to “suffer with,” moved the Samaritan in the direction of his neighbor. With 

compassionate love the Samaritan suffered with and for his neighbor. He bandaged his wounds, 

put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and paid for his lodging and care. This parable 

is Jesus’ answer to the second question, “Who is my neighbor?” Our neighbor is the stranger in 

need, and a neighbor is also someone who helps their neighbor in need. 

  It is significant that Jesus always spoke well about Samaritans. Jesus did not reflect the cultural 

and religious antipathy toward Samaritans that was common in his day. It would have been easy 

for Jesus to play to the Samaritan haters, but Jesus didn’t do that. For example, in Luke 17, Jesus 

praised the Samaritan leper who returned to offer thanks. In John 4, Jesus spoke to the Samaritan 

woman at the well, offering her “living water,” and telling her that the day was coming when 

people would worship God in spirit and truth, not confined to one locale in Jerusalem or on Mt. 

Gerizim, but true worshipers would worship the Father in spirit and truth. 

  Jesus’ parable about the Samaritan who acted with compassion integrates the spirit and truth of 

a life spent worshiping God. We worship not simply in spirit, but also in truth, which means living 

out the spirit of God’s love with truthful voices and actions for our neighbor in need.  

  The parable of a compassionate Samaritan lays bare our often half-given answers to the 

question, ”What must I do to inherit eternal life?” The spirit and truth of the matter is that we are 

to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us. We are to feed the hungry and thirsty, 

clothe the naked, care for the sick, welcome the stranger, and visit the prisoner. We are to show 

compassion and mercy to those who are different, vulnerable and suffering – the least of these. 

  At the end of Luke’s text, Jesus asked the lawyer, “Which of these three, do you think, was a 

neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” Even in his answer, the lawyer could 

not bear to say “the Samaritan,” instead saying, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus’ final 
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words, “Go and do likewise,” are an answer to the lawyer’s first question, “What must I do to 

inherit eternal life?” Jesus has rescued you in your need, moving you from darkness into a 

kingdom of light so that you might be light that rescues others in their need (Col. 1:13). Your life 

can be eternal life to another. Go – be merciful and compassionate to all people. 

  The ethics of Jesus are always lived as faith active in love. A few moments ago a temple talk 

raised our awareness of hunger in our community, asking us to be compassionate and merciful to 

strangers who are hungry around us. St. Mark’s members have excelled at faith active in love for 

others. Our Soup Kitchen ministry, Room in the Inn, Habitat for Humanity and donations to 

Loaves and Fishes demonstrate faith active in love. These ministries cannot happen without your 

voices and hands. 

  At the beginning of Luke’s gospel, Jesus’ mother Mary magnified the greatness of God’s love, 

saying, (Luke 1:52) “he has put down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of low 

degree.” Mary was announcing the kingdom and love of God that lifts up and shows compassion 

to the lowly, the injured, the sick, the hungry and all who suffer in any way. 

  The question “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” is a question for each of us. Jesus says, 

“Go and do likewise.” Be compassionate neighbors to your neighbor. Live into eternal life. Live 

not only for yourself or for our own kin and kind, live not only for your own ethnic group, live not 

only for own self-understanding or gender identity; live not only for your own social class or 

religious group. Jesus’ words, “Go and do likewise” inspire us to see that living with mercy leads 

to eternal life.  

  The good neighbor is one who sees a need and responds with compassion. Go and do likewise.    

    Lift the lowly. Live into eternal life today for your neighbor in need.  

      Show mercy to all you meet.  

        Go and do likewise. Amen. 

 


