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Dear Friends in Christ, 

“You are witnesses of these things.” In telling his disciples that they were witnesses to the resurrection and the
coming of the Spirit, Jesus was empowering his church to give witness to the grace of God’s forgiveness for
people of all nations. After being “clothed with power from on high” at Pentecost, and beginning from Jerusalem,
the church has spread to every nation and language. Each day in our own generation, repentance and the
forgiveness of sins are experienced as new life in Christ as people witness to Jesus across the world. 

Though we each live in a particular nation and local community, the good news is truly global. Jesus described
this saying the church would begin in Jerusalem. From there it moved to Antioch where Christians received their
name, and then across the world. This makes the church the oldest continuous global community in the world.
The church continues to witness to the things of Jesus - to repentance, forgiveness, compassion and God’s love
for this world. 

Repentance, or ‘metanoia’, is a change of heart that causes one to walk in a new direction, the direction of
Jesus and his cross, the way of self-denial for others. Yet just as we are witnesses to Jesus, we are also
eyewitnesses to the world around us. We are witnesses of ongoing nationalisms that lead to war around the
world. We are witnesses of ongoing hatred based upon ethnicity, gender and identity that lead to violence and
murder in our own nation. When Jesus commissioned his church to proclaim the good news in every nation,
Jesus was recognizing the depth of human sin and need, making his church a force for good in a broken and
sinful world. 

“You are witnesses of these things.” As we witness the brokenness of our world, and our own complicity with
this world, we are called to repentance. “In the world but not of it” means that we do not mirror the world, rather
we are to reflect the light and the love of God in the world - for the sake of all nations and people. Christians
respond to God’s grace by speaking out and acting for God’s justice toward all who are hated, oppressed,
forgotten and treated as strangers in this world. 

As we celebrate Pentecost, we are reminded that the Holy Spirit is given to the church to give counsel and
insight into how we might better proclaim the good news of Jesus in the world. Again and again as we witness
the brokenness of human community near and far, we give thanks that Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to awake
and embolden us to be witnesses to God’s steadfast love for all people of every nation and community. “You are
witnesses of these things.” May your life be your witness to Jesus Christ.

In Christ’s grace and peace, Pastor Tim McKenzie
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“And he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the
dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in
his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.”

(Luke 24:46-48)
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Financial Report:

Pastor Tim’s Report: 

The Congregational Council met on Monday, May 9, 2022 at 7:00 pm in the choir room. 

Agenda Topics:

        o  Barbara reported that Total YTD Income was $149,584 while Total YTD Expenses were $196,978. 
        o  YTD Bottom Line is -$47,394.
        o  Expenses are being carefully monitored.  
        o  St. Mark’s application to receive the COVID Payroll Tax Refund is in progress. 

        o  The ELCA Synod Gathering takes place at Lenoir Rhyne from June 2-4. (The last Synod Gathering was 
            held in 2019.) Pastor Tim and Liz Boldman will be attending.  
        o  The mold removal from the ceiling in the sanctuary is complete. 
        o  Individuals, including a member of the Property Committee, are being considered for the Blue Ribbon Task 
            Force/Committee to investigate and analyze new ways of using St. Mark’s building and facilities for the 
            purpose of establishing relationships that provide possible revenue as well as partnerships that will 
            strengthen St. Mark’s visibility and mission in the community.
        o  Pastor Tim and Cliff Edahl will be meeting with representatives from Ronald McDonald House and the Duke 
            Mansion as part of reestablishing relationships and exploring revenue opportunities with organizations near 
            the church. 
        o  On Sunday, May 15th, we will return to Communion distribution with two stations at the High Altar and one 
            station at the freestanding table. 
                                                     

Submitted by Carol Goodall
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May Council Highlights

St. Mark's Columbarium, a place of quiet and prayer, draws us into the beauty of God's presence. The
Columbarium is lovingly cared for by many. Thank you to all who have planted and pruned, stained benches,
washed stonework, and who reverently open and close niches. The church is built upon the witness of the
saints, who are God's building. "For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building." 
(1 Corinthians 3:9). With gratitude, Pastor Tim

With Gratitude



The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet on Thursday, June 23, at
10 am—both in person and via Zoom. Our study book is Deadly
Declarations by Landis Wade. This book plunges readers into the
world of history and retirement, where getting older is a combination of
fear, doubt, humor, and new life. Then readers are transported to the
courtroom and to the Virginia countryside to prove that age is just a
number when searching for and finding the truth about the past. The
story is cast in modern-day Charlotte and concerns the Mecklenburg
Declaration, which is a story unto itself. Three retirees at the
Independence Retirement Community, a/k/a The Indie, team up to
solve two mysteries related to the death of a 96-year-old resident.
First, why was his manuscript about the Mecklenburg Declaration of
Independence missing when they found his body? And why did his
handwritten will (dated the day he died) disinherit his beloved
granddaughter (his only heir) and leave his $50 million fortune to Sue
Ellen Parker, the most despised resident at the Indie?
You can find out the answers by joining us in reading and discussing
this book on June 23. All are welcome. For more information, please
contact Judy Tolbert or Kay Sehorn.
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Congregational Life

St. Mark's Book Group

Kay Sehorn Committee Chairperson

The Faith Forum class Join us to view The Story of the Bible,
a Great Courses video lecture series with Professor Luke
Timothy Johnson, at 9:30 in the Large Conference Room
each Sunday morning. These lectures trace the Bible's long
history in four chronological stages beginning with the
collection of scrolls of stories, through the Reformation, to
contemporary scholarship in biblical studies. 

Christian Education
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Congregational Life
Kay Sehorn Committee Chairperson

St. Mark's Men's Group

Grace Circle

Grace Circle prepared dinner on May 2 at the
Ronald McDonald House. Attached is a photo of
us along with Brandy the Marvelous Mini Horse. 
 From left to right, Genna Hurley, Jill Nelson,
Carol Goodall, Dawn Schwartz, Karen Feezor
and Laura Foust (seated). We meet on the first
Monday of each month and welcome anyone who
would like to join us.

St. Mark’s newly formed Men’s Group met for breakfast
on June 14 in the Fellowship Hall. John Ananich made
buttermilk pancakes from scratch, and Lowell Engelhard,
John Simon and Pastor Tim helped set up, serve and
clean up. After breakfast and fellowship, the group
discussed ways of serving our church, neighborhood and
wider community, while also providing opportunities for
fellowship and building up the body of Christ at St.
Mark’s. The group will next meet for “donuts and coffee”
on Saturday, June 11 at 9 am. Please join us!
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Social Ministry
Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson

Habitat for Humanity Wreaths!
On May 15, 30 wreaths were constructed to present to new future
homeowners of Habitat For Humanity homes. 

Habitat for Humanity and Charlotte
Church Partners held the house
dedication ceremony for Jerton
Dixon on April 30, 2022!  Mr. Dixon
is all set to move into his new
home!  Thank you to everyone who
donated time or money to the very
worthwhile effort.  It takes each of
us with a giving heart to make a
difference in the world.  

Two boards that were
blessed in October as
we prayed for the
safety of workers and
for those who will live
in this new home were
built into the house.



How does one sum up the past 8 years?
8 years of peeling potatoes, dicing onions, making 
sandwiches, perfecting our house made carrot fries;
going from in person dining one week to “to go meals the very next week due to
Covid; welcoming the stranger who becomes a friend and serving our neighbors
every Thursday; partnering with Wake Forest and Atrium Medical to provide
service opportunities for medical students; watching 2nd graders from Charlotte
Country Day School serve a meal to a neighbor who is hungry; and sitting
beside a complete stranger and breaking bread together. Meeting a young mom
and her daughter and helping them find their way to Roof Above. Welcoming
volunteers who want to make a difference in our community. Giving hats, gloves
and hand knitted scarves to those looking for a bit of warmth. Welcoming
everyone through our doors and letting them know that they are loved and that
we are here for them. Spending Thanksgiving here in Fellowship Hall with our
neighbors and volunteers. The past 8 years could not be possible without our
amazing volunteers – who give of their time and talents to make the soup
kitchen what it is today. Thank you!! Susan Lakeman, Soup Kitchen Coordinator
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Social Ministry
Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson

Soup Kitchen

8 years in photos!
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Genna Hurley Committee Chairperson

Property

Stained Sanctuary ceiling
in need of repair.

Scaffolding removal

Scissor lift to clean
ceiling mold

The sanctuary ceiling cleaning has been completed. We are very grateful to the Property
Committee, especially chairperson Genna Hurley, who coordinated the work. Thank you!

Scaffolding in the balcony

The Sanctuary was off limits, and we worshiped in the Fellowship Hall.

John Graham updating lights
to LED. Much brighter.
Thank you, John!

Clayton & Gretchen Payne
donated a new dryer after trying
to fix the old one! Thank you!

Repainted patio railings and
fences look great!

Around St. Mark's Building
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Genna Hurley Committee Chairperson

Property

 Gallery Organ pipe reinstall- Trompette en Chamade copper pipes 

 Copper resonators, Gallery Organ trumpet reinstall 

Restored organ pipes look like new!

 Gallery organ - Doser Zimbelstern 

Thank you to Karl, Ken &
Morris for restoring the
organ trumpets!



Youth & Family
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Laura "Liz" Boldman  Director of Family Ministry

St. Mark's first ever Family Fun Day was outstanding! Volunteers and families alike had a blast out on the
front lawn. We played games like Jenga, Cornhole, Bocci Ball, Volleyball, Badminton, and more. Susan G.
and Michael H. ran the popcorn machine and that was an adventure all its own! It was a beautiful day and a
wonderful opportunity for the community to meet us. We even had a new family come join us. We can't wait
for Family Fun Day 2023!

Volunteers: Lisa B., Cara C., Layton C., Gretchen D., Cliff E., Susan G., Michael H., Jay J., Maddie T.,
Michael T., and Tara T.

Games donated by: Lisa B., the Dunlap Family, and the Hopp Family



Youth & Family
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Laura "Liz" Boldman  Director of Family Ministry

Family Fun Day
on St. Mark's lawn!

Bocci Ball was a crowd favorite. Don't let Cliff and Jay fool you - they're pros!

Our phenomenal Greeters met so many lovely people, families, and happy dogs passing by the
church. Thank you for getting our name out there and for making lots of connections!
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Laura "Liz" Boldman  Director of Family Ministry

Youth & Family

Michael H., Jonathan L., Alice W. and Davis F. received graduation congratulations yard signs from St. Mark's!

We are so honored to
celebrate the graduation of
our Class of 2022 high
school seniors. Our teens
stood with their families as
Pastor Tim gave thanks for
their lives. They were gifted
engraved Bibles and
blankets embroidered with
St. Mark's name to
remember their time here.
Please pray for our teens as
they journey onward into
bright futures. Photos
courtesy of Melissa Smith
and Susan Lakeman.

Senior Sunday May 22



Youth & Family
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Laura "Liz" Boldman  Director of Family Ministry

Family Ministry is looking a little
different these days. 

We've kept the lion theme of
St. Mark's and now have these
groups that celebrate the growth
of our children as they journey in
faith here at our church, from first
footsteps into adulthood. 

Godly Play will resume starting June 12
during the 10:30am service. Children will
begin in their classroom for games, arts &
crafts, and lessons. They will then be taken
back to the Sanctuary by ushers to join their
families for Communion and the ending
hymn. If you would like to volunteer to be a
part of this foundational ministry, please see
Liz Boldman. Ages: K through 5th grade



June 2 - June 4
Pastor Tim and Liz will be attending
this event for seminars, fellowship,
prayer, worship, and more.
Location: Lenoir-Rhyne University
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Youth & Family
Laura "Liz" Boldman  Director of Family Ministry

NC SYNOD GATHERING

SENIOR SUNDAY (2)

June 5 @ 10:30am
Celebrate the graduation of

Alice W. with us during service.
Refreshments afterward

Location: Sanctuary & Patio

SATURDAY VBS

July 9 @ 9am-2pm
Songs, Games, & Lessons
on Jesus' Unique Love
for rising K to 6th Grade
Register online NOW!

THEATRE CAMP

Aug. 1-5 @ 9am-5pm
FREE! Workshop, Write, &
Perform your own Play
For Middle & High School
Register online NOW!

TOP GOLF
TBD
An afternoon of fun & games!
For Teens and Their Families
Location: Top Golf

DND CAMPAIGN
TBD
Pizza, snacks, and Dungeons
& Dragons! 
For Middle & High Schoolers
Location: Youth Room

Proposed Dates August 7-8
Lessons, Lunch, Games, &
Small Group Discussions
For Adults of All Ages
Location: St. Mark's Church

ADULT VBS

Adult VBS 2020
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Youth & Family

Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson

In Memory of Doris Culbreth Dixon

Betty Kiser & Melinda Beardsworth - Gifts & Memorials
Evelyn Gerdes - Property Fund

In Memory of J. B. Kiser

Gloria & Bud Alexander - Gifts & Memorials
Thomas Deleot - Gifts & Memorials
Sam & Nanette Temple - Gifts & Memorials
Mary Ann & Ed DeLoach - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Mary Lou Kiser

Barbara Baker - Gifts & Memorials
Evelyn Gerdes - Property Fund
Karen Covington - Gifts & Memorials
Gene & Jackie Ellington - Gifts & Memorials

Roger Bruhwel
Gene & Jackie Ellington - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Richard Cansler

Gifts & Memorials



Worship & Music
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Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

You can see the recorded worship services at https//www.SaintMarksCharlotte.org/

Song leaders, Sunday, May 8, 2022 Fellowship Hall

Altar flowers, Mary Lou Kiser funeral, May 21, 2022

Sam Sparrow, clarinetist
with the Charlotte

Symphony

Sixth Sunday of Easter, Les
Ackerman & Sam Sparrow

5th Sunday of Easter, return to the
Sanctuary and online worship

Sixth Sunday of Easter

https://saintmarkscharlotte.org/


"You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore" ELW 817

 is one of the most popular hymns to emerge from the 1970's revival of religious song in Spain. The hymn is based on Matthew
4:18-22 where Jesus calls the first disciples, the two sets of brothers Peter & Andrew, and James & John; "follow me, and I will
make you fish for people." Hence the tune name PESCADOR DE HOMBRES, "Fishers of Men." Cesareo Gabarain (1936-
1991) was ordained as a Roman Catholic priest in 1959, and earned degrees in theology, journalism and musicology. In
addition to serving numerous parishes in Spain, he was well known for his compositions of congregational music, and made
thirty-seven recordings. He was also involved in youth work and athletics, and he even served as a chaplain to cyclists.

"Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us" ELW 789 

gives us images for both Psalm 23 and the parable of the good shepherd in John 10. The hymn first appeared in the collection
Hymns for the Young (London, 1836) compiled by Dorothy Thrupp (1779-1847), but we don't know for certain she is the author,
as she wrote anonymously or under pseudonyms. William Bradbury (1816-1868) wrote the tune BRADBURY for this hymn, and
it was published in his Sunday school book entitled Oriola (1859).

"Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds" ELW 367 

This Easter hymn was first published in the Service Book and Hymnal (1958). The author is Paul Zeller Strodach (1876-1947) a
Lutheran Pastor and author of numerous devotional and liturgical books, including The Church Year: Studies in the Introits,
Collects, Epistles, and Gospels (Philadelphia,1924). Notice the phrase "Christ has triumphed! He is living!", uses the same
rhythmic and melodic ostinato five times in the first three stanzas. The fourth stanza, a doxology in praise of the Trinity,
concludes "Christ has triumphed!" with an "Alleluia!" Strodach intended this hymn to be paired with the sixteenth-century
German tune LASST UNS ERFREUEN. Though a vocally "athletic" tune, it spans only one octave. Dr. Paul Westermeyer
writes in his Hymnal Companion to Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2010) "Strodach knew what he was doing when he used this
tune for a text that joins the song of heaven and earth and has the incarnational exchange of the heaven's vault on the low end
and the earth's 'here' on the high."

"Love Divine, All Loves Excelling" ELW 631   

This hymn was first published in 1747 by the great English hymn writer Charles Wesley (1707-1788), and is considered one of
his most beloved hymns, perhaps only sharing highest popularity with "Hark! the Herald Angels Sing" ELW 270, and "Christ the
Lord Is Risen Today ELW 373). The idea for the hymn was taken from a popular song by the poet John Dryden, "Fairest isle, all
isles excelling." Austin Lovelace writes of this hymn: "Its theme is the great thread of divine love which runs through all of
Wesley's hymns. After a prayer addressed to Christ to dwell within our lives, the hymn turns to the theme of sanctification--
God's 'great salvation' is sufficient to deliver a Christian from the power as well as from the guilt of sin (2 Corinthians 5:17).
Thus we are 'going on to perfection,' being 'changed from glory into glory' (2 Corinthians 3:18)." Wesley's hymn is beautifully
paired with the Welsh hymn tune HYFRYDOL, which means delightful, beautiful, sweet and melodious.

"Beautiful Savior" ELW 838 

This hymn came from Roman Catholic Jesuits in Germany, published in a Jesuit hymnbook from 1677. An early English
translation by Richard Storrs Willis (1819-1900), (who also wrote the tune for "It Came upon the Midnight Clear" ELW 282),
gave it the title "Fairest Lord Jesus", but most English-speaking Lutherans use the translation by Joseph Seiss (1823-1904). His
four stanzas were published in the Sunday School Book for the use of Evangelical Lutheran Congregations (Philadelphia, 1873)
and appear almost exactly in our Evangelical Lutheran Worship. This hymn emphasizes the beauty and wonder of Christ, and it
alludes to his dual nature, that he was both human and divine, God made flesh: "Son of God and Son of Man". The tune
SCHONSTER HERR JESU is a common folksong from the region of Silesia (which is now Polish, Czech, and German
territory). The tune was first transcribed in 1839 by August Heinrich Hoffmann von Fallersleben (1798-1874), director of the
choir school at St. Thomas' Church in Leipzig, the church served for many years by the great Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-
1750).
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Worship & Music
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing

Reflections by Lester Ackerman

Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith
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Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

6/5     Alan Harms
          Janice Miller
6/12   Diane Thomas
          Doug Milheim
6/19   Joe Barrett
          Alan Harms
6/26   Charles Lakeman
          David Platt

Tabulators

6/5    Maddie Thompson
6/12  Riley Smith
9/19  Maddie Thompson
6/26  Lisa Barnette

Lectors

6/5     C/A: Michael Huang
6/12   A: Riley Smith
          C: Kelsey Smith
6/19   A: Michael Lakeman
          C: Jonathan Lakeman
6/26   C/A: tbd

Crucifer/Acolyte

Team A:
John Simon, Mike Doyne
Jenny Dagenhart
Larry Lippert, Jim Metze
Bill Thompson
Michael Thompson

Ushers

June Serving Schedule

6/5    Joanne Marz
         Evelyn Gerdes
6/12  Eileen Dunlap
         Charles & Susan Lakeman
6/19  Neil & Charlotte Dixon        
         Dale & Mary Lou Hopp
6/26  Kay Sehorn
         Michael & Tara Thompson

Greeters

6/5    Ruth Barrett, Flora Chance
         Lisa Barnette
         Karen & Kevin Feezor
6/12  Barbara Baker, Flora Chance

   Layton Campbell
   Carol Goodall, Charles Lakeman

6/19  Ruth Barrett, Cliff Edahl
   Ken Hazen, Jay Jacob
   Maddie Thompson

6/26  Carol Goodall, Rebecca Huang 
         Janice Miller, Gretchen Payne
         Lawanna Stoeckel

Communion Assistants

6/5    Michael Thompson
6/12  Michael Lakeman
6/19  Jonathan Lakeman
6/26  Charles Lakeman

Prayer Assistants

Worship & Music

Communion Helpers

6/5    Kay Finlon
6/12  Catherine Metze
6/19  Karen Covington
6/26  Sandy Rach

6/22    Vicki Holtz-Longshaw
6/23    James Frazier
6/23    Natalie Howarth
6/23    Kelsey Smith
6/24    Easton Foley
6/25    Kendal Ferner
6/26    Avery Schwartz
6/28    Brooks Stevenson

6/14    Samuel Parrish
6/15    Seth Parrish
6/16    Mark Thornton
6/17    Marilyn Graham
6/17    Meg Fielding
6/20    Michael Thompson
6/21    Mari McKenzie
6/21    John Simon

6/1     Melody Johnson
6/3     Will Miles
6/3     Sydney Payne
6/4     Gene Ellington
6/4     Elizabeth Wenzel
6/7     Kevin Feezor
6/7     Susan Johnson
6/10   Janice Miller

June Birthdays

Sound System

6/5    Jonathan Lakeman
6/12  Kevin Feezor
6/19  Neil Dixon
6/26  John Brumbaugh

Video Streaming

6/5    Laura Foust
6/12  Laura Foust
6/19  Joe Barrett
6/26  Joe Barrett


