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6.26.2022 Pentecost 3                                        Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21; Psalm 16; Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62 

“Called to Freedom” 

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.   

  When you hear the word “freedom” what thoughts and associations immediately come to mind? 

Freedom of speech, freedom to bear arms, freedom of belief, may be some of the politically 

grounded freedoms that come to mind. However, how many of us would immediately think, “Why, 

of course, Christian freedom! ‘For freedom Christ has set us free’.” As modern people used to 

thinking about democratic constitutional freedoms, we may not immediately think of a more 

essential freedom, the freedom of a Christian who is set free from sin and every power in this 

world to serve Christ in one’s neighbor.  

  It is always helpful when thinking about freedom to remember that Christian freedom has never 

relied upon political freedom. Politically guaranteed freedom of belief may be nice to have, yet for 

the first three centuries of Christian history, Christians had no politically guaranteed freedoms. 

Christians were persecuted for their faith, and yet even without politically guaranteed freedom, 

Christians knew that Christ has set them free from all powers and leaders in this world. They 

knew that in Christ they had become greater than even Caesar, that they had become a royal 

priesthood of all believers.  

  In 313, with the Edict of Milan, Christianity was granted toleration and freedom by Emperor 

Constantine, effectively ending persecution. Yet arguably, Constantine’s edict happened because 

the spiritual freedom of Christ already begun to change the ancient world. The joyful and 

liberating message of the gospel had spread across in the ancient world so that Constantine’s edict 

can also be understood as a response to a new understanding of Christian freedom greater that 

than any political freedom. The freedom we have in Christ sets us free from sin to live for and 

serve our neighbor. Christian freedom gives focus to the many other freedoms we exercise in our 

public life as Christians in this world. 

  Today, as we meditate on the theme of Christian freedom, it is helpful to remember St. 

Augustine’s words, “Unless I believe, I will not understand.” In other words, understanding the 

true meaning of freedom and its implications for our Christian identity begins with faith in Christ. 

Our understanding of the world and our role in it begins with faith. Like Augustine, we might say, 
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“Unless I believe, I will not understand what true freedom means. Unless I believe, I will not 

understand how Christ has set me free to use my freedom for the freedom of my neighbor.” 

  Paul’s words to the Galatians capture our imagination. Paul writes, “For freedom Christ has set 

you free.” Paul is describing how Christ liberates us to act with freedom for others. Paul goes on 

to say, “For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become enslaved to one another.” 

  Christian freedom is granted only by the grace of Jesus Christ. Christ’s call and the grace of 

freedom is not something we bestow upon ourselves; rather, freedom is given to us through the 

call of Jesus Christ. Christ calls us to become his apostles of freedom because Christ needs our 

hands and voices in this world.  

  Paul’s words about freedom shook the ancient world, and began to change old ideas about 

freedom. The verb Paul used which is translated as, “enslaved,” is the same verb used for the 

sinful human enslavement of fellow human beings as property. Paul’s message of Christian 

freedom began to change the meaning and understanding of enslavement. Paul’s message of 

freedom in Christ began to change the world.  

  Christian freedom is first experienced as freedom from sin. Freedom in Christ is to be saved 

from our worst enemy – our sinful selves. To be in Christ means God’s image is restored to us in 

Holy Baptism, restoring us to freely serve Christ in our neighbor. We are created by God to live 

not simply for our own self-centered interests, rather, we are freed in Christ to live for our 

neighbor. Freedom in Christ means so living that I seek to ensure that the rights and freedoms of 

my neighbor are upheld. This is freedom that continues to change the world. 

  The call to freedom in Christ is the call to follow Jesus. In today’s gospel, we see three 

examples of how people responded to Jesus’ call to follow him. The first said, “I will follow you 

wherever you go.” Jesus’ answer shows that Jesus is always on the move, and has no home on this 

earth. Jesus’ call frees us to live as if we had no home on this earth. Jesus’ call frees us from our 

worries about our possessions so that we can walk freely with him using all we have for others. 

  The second person said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” Jesus responded, saying, 

“go and proclaim the KOG.” In other words, the call to follow Jesus is a “crucial moment” for 

freedom, the timing of which does not wait upon our schedules. Rather, the call of Christ pulls us 

into God’s time and God’s mission. Christ’s call now focuses our time for our neighbors, family 

and friends in a new and liberating way. 
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  A third person said, “Let me first say farewell to those at home,” revealing the temptation to 

look backwards rather than forward into God’s future. Freedom in Christ frees us to live with hope, 

not worrying about the past, and always looking forward into the future toward God’s kingdom. 

  Christian freedom is hearing and responding to the call of Christ, to follow Christ alone, to be 

freed from our fears and ties to this life, and to look forward in God’s time into the future as we 

serve others alongside Jesus Christ. 

  In 1520 in a brief book titled, The Freedom of a Christian, Martin Luther wrote,  

A Christian lives not in themselves, but in Christ and in their neighbor. Otherwise they are 

not Christians. Christians live in Christ though faith, and in their neighbor through love. By 

faith they are caught up beyond themselves into God.  

  Jesus’ words, “Follow me” help us see beyond ourselves so that, freed, we are caught up 

beyond ourselves into God’s love for this world. Yet daily we are bombarded by other voices 

calling us to hate or to side against our neighbors. We need to hear the gospel of freedom in Christ 

over and over because tied to the cares of this life and the competing voices of this world, it 

becomes difficult to see this world as the object of God’s mission of love.  

 Christ calls us to true freedom, liberating us from our insistence upon “my” individual freedoms 

so that we each might live for the freedom of our neighbor. Like Paul saying that freedom is not 

an opportunity for self-indulgence, Luther insisted that we can not call ourselves Christians unless 

we use our freedom to live for Christ in our neighbor. 

 Freedom in Christ sets us free from every power, ruler, and kingdom of this world. Christian 

freedom is “Faith active in love” (Galatians 5:6) – our faith actively loving others as if they were 

Jesus Christ among us. 

  You are called to freedom. Live not only for your own individual freedom, live freely for Christ 

in your neighbor. Amen. 


