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6.19.2022 Pentecost 2                                        Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 

“Clothed with Christ” 

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.   

  The beginning of today’s gospel really starts four verses earlier, when Jesus says to his disciples, 

“Let us go across to the other side of the lake.” Jesus and the disciples sailed through a storm to 

get to the other side. Going to “the other side” shows us the direction of God’s mission of love, 

crossing all boundaries and limits so that people might hear good news liberating them from the 

demons and spirits of this world that seek to imprison them. 

  Jesus always moves outward in love to the periphery and margins of this world so that all 

people might experience unity in God’s love. Jesus goes across the humanly erected boundaries 

that keep others out; Jesus goes outward to the hungry and thirsty, the naked, the sick, the stranger, 

and the imprisoned.  

  Today’s gospel begins with the words, “Then they arrived at the region of the Gerasenes, which 

is opposite Galilee.” Jesus goes to the other side, to the region opposite Galilee so that the 

kingdom of God might bring release to a stranger, to one who was naked and imprisoned.  

  It is perhaps difficult to read this text as a modern person. As modern people we can act 

dismissive, even rolling our eyes at those who believe in demons and spirits. The gospel of Jesus, 

however, challenges our modernity, encouraging us to see that God’s wisdom and grace are 

greater than our limited rationality and human understanding. God’s word always grasps us with 

the power and possibility of transformative grace, deepening our understanding of ourselves and 

of the world. God’s word leads us outside of our limited understanding of the world, expanding 

our consciousness of the kingdom of God, both within ourselves and outward to others in mission. 

  As modern people we seem to think that demons do not exist, and we often fail to see evil at 

work in our world. Yet Jesus single-mindedly traveled outward to meet and transform another in 

his otherness. Jesus met the Gerasene Demoniac who lived naked among the tombs; this man was 

alive, but imprisoned in a living death.  

  If this seems hard to understand as a modern person, let me suggest that we still use language 

like this today. We say things like, “He had many demons he just couldn’t shake throughout his 

lifetime.” We may say to a friend, “Something seems wrong with your spirit today, you just don’t 

seem like yourself.” Perhaps you have confessed to someone after doing or saying something 
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quite unlike yourself, “Forgive me, I’m sorry, I don’t know what came over me. I wasn’t in my 

right mind.” After Jesus healed the man in today’s gospel, people came to see what had happened, 

and they found a man who had been naked and possessed now clothed and in his right mind. Jesus 

had freed and clothed him with the garment of his righteousness.  

  Today’s readings are really also about us, about our humanity in its most troubling and deepest 

sense: we say and do things we know are not right. This story isn’t such an ancient tale. We see 

such behavior around us all the time. We see people possessed by the rhetoric, words and 

commands of others. We see people acting out the spirits of this world and its voices with 

violence and guns in streets, schools, and even churches. The story of the Gerasene Demoniac is 

not simply a fairy tale or a story about a primitive humanity that has now been superseded by 

modern rational and scientific thought. If our rationality and modernity had superseded this story, 

placing us all in our right minds, we would be free of the rage and violence we continue to see 

possessing the world around us. Our world and its people continue to be possessed by a “legion” 

of spirits and voices causing unending harm and tragedy. 

  In the reading from Galatians, Paul describes the hope we have in baptism as grace that clothes 

us with Christ. In baptism we are clothed with Christ in his garment of righteousness. Indeed, 

when Jesus healed the Gerasene Demoniac, he clothed him with grace, restoring him to his right 

mind – a mind that knows right from wrong, that no longer seeks to do harm to himself or others. 

  The spirits of this world continue to possess us, telling us who to hate and who to accept. Paul 

understood this very well, for he himself had persecuted others. Paul had hated Christ, and sought 

to arrest and kill any who followed Christ. Paul was a Pharisee, and he would have never crossed 

the lake to heal a man possessed by unclean spirits. Paul would have never gone to the region 

opposite Galilee, because that was where “the other people” lived. 

  And so Jesus met Saul on the road to Damascus, transforming him into Paul. Paul knew the 

imprisonment of possession that divides and categorizes others. Jesus freed Paul, and so Paul 

wrote: “There is no longer Jew or Greek; there is no longer slave or free; there is no longer male 

and female, for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Paul could not have written these words when 

he was still possessed by a spirit of hatred of others. 

  Paul’s words should help us see our own continuing possession by the spirits of our own age. 

We are possessed by the rhetoric of leaders and media causing us to hate one another. When Paul 

writes, “There is no longer Jew or Greek; slave or free; male and female,” he is saying that 
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clothed with Christ, we are freed from spirits of disunity to embrace the difference of others in 

unity with Christ. Paul’s words mean that in Christ, in his body the church, the categories of the 

world no longer divide us. The spirits of this world, however, want us to remain divided and in 

conflict. In Christ, the categories of race, skin color, ethnicity and nationality no longer rule us 

because clothed with Christ we have unity with one another. In Christ the categories of gender, 

identity and self-understanding no longer divide us because clothed with Christ we have unity 

with one another. In Christ, the social categories of slave or free, rich or poor, or of differing 

political viewpoints, no longer divide us, because Christ clothes us with grace to see our neighbors 

as sisters and brothers. We are freed to accept the gift of our neighbor’s difference. 

  The Gerasene Demoniac is all of us. Humanity continues to be possessed in ways subtle and not 

so subtle, with the spirit of this world. This is why, in spite of our best intentions, our rationality 

never makes a dent in the hatred, strife and divisions of the world. Yet the risen Jesus transformed 

Paul’s hatred into love. Notice what happened: Paul became Jesus to others. Like the healed man 

who told everyone what Jesus had done for him, Paul went to the other side of oceans, to places of 

incredible difference, to share the good news of Jesus’s unconditional love. Jesus offers each of us 

this same transformation every single moment so that we might also go to our neighbor in need. 

  At the end of the gospel, the man who was healed went on his way, “proclaiming how much 

Jesus had done for him.” Christ clothes us with grace and forgiveness so that, restored to our right 

minds and made one in Christ’s body, we might go out into the world, or simply across the street, 

to love and accept our neighbor who is different.  

  This is what we as the church do: clothed with Christ we cross borders, boundaries and limits so 

that all people might know healing, freedom, and unity in Jesus.  

  Clothed with Christ, may you go to the other side. 

  Clothed with Christ, may you tell how much Jesus has done for you. Amen. 

    


