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6.12.2022 The Holy Trinity                                   Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 

“Sharing afflictions, sharing love” 

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.   

  Today we celebrate our life together as a church, baptized in the name of the Holy Trinity – in 

the name the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. This is the name of the Triune God 

revealed by Jesus in the gospels. 

  Though the word “trinity” is not in the Bible, Jesus nevertheless reveals God to us as Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. As the Son, Jesus calls God, the Father, and Jesus also promises that he and 

the Father will send the Holy Spirit. Without Jesus’ self-revelation of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

we would simply not know about the Trinity. 

  The earliest Christians sought to articulate the faith that burned within them by seeking explain 

the relationship of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. However, from the very beginning the church 

always baptized in the triune name of God. The name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, has shaped 

the sacraments, the prayer life, and the confession of the church. The ancient rule of lex orandi, 

lex credendi, lex vivendi – which means “the rule of prayer, is the rule of faith, is the rule for 

living” has shaped the church. The triune name in prayer, in believing, and in living is how the 

church has found its life in the Trinity for 2,000 years. In other words, our confession of the creeds 

in worship also drives our theology and our life of witness and service in the world. 

  At the end of today’s service, we will sing a marvelous hymn selected by our Director of Music, 

Les Ackerman, titled “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity.” This hymn describes the love and hope 

that the Triune God shares with us so that we might dance with others in God’s love and hope. So 

today, let’s think a bit about the Trinity, its development, and its meaning for us today in our lives. 

  The Lutheran church has historically recognized and confessed three creeds: the Apostles’ 

Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed. We are probably most familiar with the 

Apostles’ and the Nicene creeds.  

  The Apostles’ Creed originally developed as a baptismal creed in the early church at Rome. 

This older version of the Apostles’ Creed is known today as the “Old Roman Creed,” and by the 

second century it had been expanded to become the Apostles’ Creed. The Apostles’ Creed was 

always used in the context of baptism, and this is why we use continue to use this creed in the 

sacrament of Holy Baptism. This creed begins with the words, “I believe,” because it is a personal 
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confession of faith. The Apostles’ Creed is, therefore, the oldest creed in continuous use dating 

back to almost the first century of the post-Apostolic era church. 

  In contrast, the Nicene Creed begins with the words, “We believe,” because it was written as 

the confession of the whole church at two ecumenical councils, the Council of Nicaea in 325, and 

the Council of Constantinople in 381. The Nicene Creed is an ecumenical creed of the global early 

church, of both Eastern Orthodox and Western Latin churches. Without going into the very 

complicated background of the Nicene Creed, it was originally written primarily to clarify the 

relationship of the Father and the Son, and therefore, originally contained only a brief sentence 

about the Holy Spirit, at the end - “We believe in the Holy Spirit.” 

  However, the Nicene Creed was again taken up at the Council of Constantinople in 381, which 

added an expanded third article about the Holy Spirit. This is the creed which we will confess in 

today’s service. The final form of the Nicene Creed was due in no small part to three very gifted 

church fathers known collectively as the Cappadocian Fathers. Individually, they were Basil the 

Great, and his brother, Gregory of Nyssa, and their friend, Gregory of Nazianzus. The 

Cappadocian Fathers articulated the divinity and personhood of the Holy Spirit, and even more 

significantly, they helped to define the language that we use to this day about the three persons of 

the Trinity.  

  In a series of letters written to his brother Gregory, Basil the Great standardized the language 

we use about the Trinity stating that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit share “one substance” or 

“one being” – in other words, together, they are one God. In addition, Basil also used the words 

“three persons” to speak about the person of the Father, the person of the Son, and the person of 

the Holy Spirit. The phrase, “one being, three persons” (mia ousia, treis hypostases) became the 

language that we use to this day describing the unity of the three persons of the Trinity.  

  This vocabulary of “one being and three persons” is important because it helps us understand 

the way Jesus described himself in the gospels. For example, in today’s gospel, Jesus says, “All 

that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to 

you.” Similarly, in gospel reading on Pentecost, Jesus said, “I am in the Father and the Father is 

in me” (John 14:11), describing that he and the Father share the same being and substance, and yet 

are distinct persons in relationship to one another. Regarding the Holy Spirit, Jesus promised to 

send the Advocate, the Spirit of truth (John 14:16-17), and after he was raised, Jesus breathed the 

Holy Spirit upon his disciples (John 20:22). 
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  If Jesus had not described himself, the Father, and the sending of the Spirit, we would not know 

the Triune God. Jesus is the window through whom we see the Triune God, inviting us into this 

holy relationship, so that we might live and dance with others in God’s name.  

  Baptized as children of God, we share in the life of – we dance with – the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. Early Christians called this “theosis,” meaning that in sharing God’s life, we become 

holy people. The image of God, which was lost to sin, is restored as we share new life in God. 

  In today’s reading from Romans, Paul writes that since we are justified by faith we have peace 

with God, and therefore, we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. Paul is describing a way 

of living – of boasting in our afflictions – so that we might experience endurance, character and 

hope. Paul writes that this is possible because “God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit.” 

  In becoming human, Jesus shared in our afflictions, and as baptized children of God, we share 

in the afflictions of our neighbor, sharing the love of God that has been poured into our hearts. 

The Cappadocian Fathers were concerned not simply about theological discourse, but about 

making the Good News understandable to all people. A homily, written by Basil the Great about 

wealth, makes this point, 
The bread you store belongs to the hungry. The clothes you accumulate belong to the naked. 
The unused shoes you have in your closet are for those without shoes. The money you bury 
deep in the ground for safekeeping belongs to the poor. By not helping many in need, whom 
you could have helped, you have wronged many. (Patrologia Graeca, vol. 31) 

  In contrast, Jesus does this for us: he feeds our hungry hearts with his own body; he washes our 

sins with the water of life; he clothes us with his garment of righteousness; and he makes an 

offering of himself so we might know how to offer ourselves for our neighbor.  

  We are baptized in the name of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, so that we might 

live holy lives in that holy name, sharing the gifts we have received with our neighbor, making 

their suffering our own, as God has made our suffering God’s own. 

  As you sing the final hymn today, remember that that you have been baptized into the name of 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit so that you might share the being and love of God with 

your neighbor. We are baptized in the name of the Holy Trinity so that we freed from sin, we 

might joyfully live, dance, and love our neighbor in this world. 

  As God has shared in your afflictions, share in the afflictions of others. As God has loved and 

danced with you as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, love and dance with your neighbor, helping them 

for the glory of God. Amen.  


