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Dear Friends in Christ, 

During April, we move from Lent into Easter, from the cross to the resurrection and new life in Christ. This
movement from death to life is the center of the gospel about the self-emptying work of Christ. Paul writes that
Christ humbled himself, becoming obedient as a servant and giving his life on the cross. God exalted Christ to
new life in the resurrection so that the world might live with hope in the confession of his name. 

Paul’s words, “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,” describe the invitation to and journey of
discipleship. The Christian life is a lifestyle; it is a way of living as a servant for others. Yet having the same
mind as Christ is also a very countercultural, and even revolutionary lifestyle. The world speaks of “giving back”
and “service” but it is often said with an ultimately self-serving agenda behind it. Corporations and civic entities
may adopt service-oriented slogans when they are pressured or when it is seen to be in the best interest of their
bottom line. The bottom line or organizing principle of the church, which Christ calls into being, is servanthood.
Period. Service in Jesus’ name is what we are called to do and to be. 

To be of the same mind as Christ is to fix our eyes, thoughts and actions upon emptying ourselves of everything
that stands in the way of following Jesus and serving our neighbor. Our vision as a church looks outward with
the mind of Christ in loving service for others.

Martin Luther wrote of this vision, “Of what benefit is it to your neighbor if you build a church entirely out of gold?
Do you think that God wants to be served with such fancies? God has commanded none of these, but only that
if you see your neighbor in sin or in suffering in body and soul, you are to leave everything else and at once help
your neighbor in every way within your power, and if you can do no more, help your neighbor with words of
comfort and prayer. Thus Christ has done for you, giving you an example to follow.” 

The Christian journey, which we intensify doing Lent, is the struggle against the self. Christ calls us to deny
ourselves, take the cross, and follow him, living for others. Emptying ourselves in service, we use all of the gifts
that Christ has abundantly given to us and our church for one vision: helping our neighbor in need to also
experience new life in Christ’s resurrection.

During April we have many opportunities for prayer and service at St. Marks. During April we are also preparing
for an all-parish retreat on Sunday May 1st, helping us re-envision our mission of self-emptying service to Christ
and neighbor. May God bless you with the same mind as Christ who came not to be served but to serve others
so all people – the world – might call upon and have hope in his name. 

In Christ’s grace and peace, Pastor Tim McKenzie
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 “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but

emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.”
(Philippians 2:5-7)

 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church

April 2022



Financial Report:

Worship Services: 

Use of St. Mark’s Building: 

Lutheran Men in Mission: 

Pastor Tim’s Report:

The Congregational Council met on Monday, March 14, 2022 at 7:00 pm in the choir room. 

Agenda Topics:

         o Barbara Baker presented the financial report.
         o As of February 28, 2022, total income was $68,793, while total expenses were $96,718.
         o YTD bottom line is -$27,924. 
         o Although early in the year, the deficit points toward the potential need for most, if not all, of the one-time
            funding sources that were approved at the Congregational Meeting. (However, to date no money has been
            withdrawn from these sources.)
         o Barbara and Jessie Craig are requesting assistance in using a previously purchased check reader. The
            check reader will allow for electronic depositing of checks. The tabulation procedures will be revised to  
            incorporate this tool. If anyone has experience using a check reader at another church, please contact
            Barbara or Jessie. 

         o Masks continue to be optional while indoors at St. Mark’s. 
         o Pastor Tim and all Communion Assistants will continue wearing masks and gloves while distributing
            communion. 
         o Any changes made regarding the distribution of communion (or other changes in the service) will be   
            announced well in advance of any new procedures being implemented.

         o Currently, an AA group is meeting in the Fellowship Hall at St. Mark’s on Monday evenings. 
         o A request has been made to add two more AA meetings, one on Wednesday evenings and one on
           Thursday evenings. Council formally approved the addition of the two meetings.
         o Pastor Tim and Cliff Edahl will be attending a conference on March 30 regarding church real estate that
            may provide useful information for St. Mark’s as it seeks to maximize the use of the church building as a
            revenue source.  

         o Due to an interest in restarting a men’s group at St. Mark’s, an application for a charter has been completed 
            and submitted to the NC Lutheran Men in Mission. 
         o One mission of the group is to be of service to the congregation as well as the wider community. 

         o Liz Boldman began work as the new Director of Family Ministry on March 9th and we pray God’s blessing
           upon her work. 

                                                     

Submitted by Carol Goodall
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March Council Highlights



The Saint Mark’s Book Study Group will meet on Thursday, April 28
at 10 am via Zoom and in person. Our study this month is Lost
Roses by Martha Hall Kelly. This story traces the lives of New Yorker
Eliza Ferriday and her friend Sofya Streshnayva, a cousin of the
Romanovs in Russia. In 1914 Eliza is visiting Sophya in St.
Petersburg when Austria declares war on Serbia, and Russia’s
imperial dynasty begins to fall. Eliza escapes back to America, while
Sofya and her family flee to their county estate. In her newest
powerful tale told through female-driven perspectives, Martha Hall
Kelly celebrates the unbreakable bonds of women’s friendship,
especially during the darkest days of history. 
We invite all who are interested to participate in our discussion. For
more information, please contact Judy Tolbert or Kay Sehorn.
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New friends and valued members are invited to our next Love Circle
meeting on Wednesday, April 13 at 11:00 in the Large Conference
room. In our Bible study we will continue reading Session Four from
the Gather magazine on the Kingdom of God.

Love Circle 

Congregational Life

St. Mark's Book Group

Kay Sehorn Committee Chairperson

Communication and Outreach
Charles  Lakeman Committee Chairperson

Do you have ideas for St. Mark's social media posts? Perhaps a
photo of St. Mark's members in action, or of St. Mark's beautiful
campus? Or an interesting story? How about a photo contest? A
unique invitation to worship or Bible study? 

We'd like to share what we all love about St. Mark's with friends
we have and friends we haven't met yet. 



                  LILY ORDERS & SUNBURST WREATH DONATIONS 
A situation has occurred that the Worship & Music Committee wanted to inform 
the congregation about regarding Easter Lilies. Due to unforeseen circumstances,
we were recently informed that St. Marks would not be receiving our order of 
Easter Lilies this year. This is due to supply chain issues and lower than 
expected plant yield. Other sources were investigated; however, there is
currently no availability for Easter Lilies at this late date. As an alternative,
we have been able to source a replacement flower and Peace Lilies will be
supplied as a substitute this year. We apologize for any inconvenience this m
ay cause. Hopefully, the supply of Easter Lilies will be more plentiful next year. 
Thank you for your understanding in this matter. Sincerely, Kevin Feezor, 
Chairperson, Worship & Music Committee. Please complete the form available
in the Gathering Place, and return it with your orders for lilies to the church office or via email/online
payment no later than April 10, 2022. Donations for the Wreath and for Alternate Gifts accepted through
Easter. Make checks payable to: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. Payments should accompany your order.
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Property
Genna Hurley Committee Chairperson

Lenten Offerings 2022

Alternate Gifts &
Lenten Boxes

                                                Hopefully you are remembering your Lenten box and this year's recipient, 
                                                A KID AGAIN. This agency provides monthly day adventures for kids
                                                with life threatening illnesses and their families at no cost. This enables 
                                                the ill child to get away from hospitals and treatments and just feel like
                                                A KID AGAIN. Hundreds of ill kids and their families are being treated to 
                                                these monthly adventures such as Carowinds, the Knights and the 
                                                Panthers through donations from companies, individuals and at times
                                                the generosity of the venue. If you prefer to write a check for your box,
make it out to St. Mark’s with A KID AGAIN on the memo line. Boxes with your name and envelope #
need to be returned by Easter Sunday. If you are unable to attend church, a check may be mailed to the
church. If you have been unable to pick up a box but would like one, please call the church and one will
be mailed to you. Thank you for your support. 



Youth & Family
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Laura "Liz" Boldman  Director of Family Ministry

I want to say thank you from the bottom of my heart. I've received so
many gifts welcoming me not only to Charlotte, but into the Saint Mark's
family as well. I am so blessed to be a part of such a loving and
embracing community. Every single one of you has shown me such
kindness and enthusiasm for the life in this church. You exemplify what it
looks like to be the hands and feet of Christ to a stranger. I see all
around me here how you receive God's Grace and pour it out onto
others. I am honored to serve alongside you in the ministry that is
happening here. I pray the Spirit continue to anoint us and use us for His
will. May God continue to guide us and use our hearts to welcome
others in and to reach out to all those who need Him. Thank you, Saint
Mark's. 
                       In Sincerest Love, Liz Boldman

Liz Boldman was installed as
Director of Family Ministry on
March 20. We welcome Laura “Liz”
Boldman into our ministries and
mission at St. Mark’s. Please
remember her in prayer as she
begins her ministry among us.



Youth & Family
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Laura "Liz" Boldman  Director of Family Ministry

Youth and Family Ministry
Schedule:
April 3 at 9:30: Youth Group will stuff Easter Eggs and write
cards to St. Mark’s college kids.
Adults will pack College Care Packages; see Tara Thompson
for details.
April 20: Family Ministry Committee Meeting, 7 pm in-person!

Youth Classes 
April 3 and 17 at 9:30: High School Class in the Youth Room
April 10 and 24 at 9:30: Confirmation Class in the Fellowship
Hall
Beginning April24, the Youth Group will meet every week.
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Youth & Family
Liz Boldman  Director of Family Ministry

Thank you to all who donated time, meat, sauces
and purchased BBQ for our young people!
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Youth & Family
Liz Boldman  Director of Family Ministry

Thank you to all
who helped to
make this a fun
event in support

of our youth
ministry!
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Liz Boldman  Director of Family Ministry

Youth & Family
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Gifts & Memorials
Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson

In Memory of Jo Lammonds
Doug & Carol Milheim - Soup Kitchen

In Memory of J. B. Kiser
Tom & Judy Tolbert - Gifts & Memorials
Barbara Baker - Property Fund
Richard & Millie Cansler - Property Fund
Karen Covington - Property Fund
Gene & Marie Daniels - Gifts & Memorials
Gene & Jackie Ellington - Gifts & Memorials
Scott & Melody Howarth - Youth Ministry
Joanne Marz - Pastor's Discretionary
Sally McCauley - Gifts & Memorials
Steve & Mary Lou McCurry - Gifts & Memorials
David & Louanna Kiser - Gifts & Memorials
Jim & Sandra Tate - Gifts & Memorials
Drew & Carol Cooper - Gifts & Memorials
Edward Jenkins - Gifts & Memorials
Kay Weatherspoon - Gifts & Memorials
Teresa Brown - Gifts & Memorials
Cyndi Cox - Youth Ministry
Michael & Astrid Doyne - Gifts & Memorials
Barry & Rachel Fulp - Social Ministry
Alan & Jackie Harms - Pastor's Discretionary
Sarah Ingle - Gifts & Memorials
Steve & Jane McCall - Soup Kitchen
Lisa Tompkins - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Dene Shockley

Sally McCauley - Gifts & Memorials

Karen Covington - Youth Ministry
Sally McCauley - Gifts & Memorials
Barry & Rachel Fulp - Social Ministry
Carol & Doug Milheim - Soup Kitchen

In Honor of Jane Waggoner's 95th
Birthday (March 25th)

In Memory of Steven Hopp

Carol (Her Daughter) & Doug Milheim - Soup Kitchen

Around St. Mark's
"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly." (Colossians 3:16)

This lovely photo of Wells
(son of Virginia & Brendan)
is a powerful reminder that,
no matter our age, Jesus
continues to welcome each
of us as children of the
heavenly Father. We may
grow up, but we never
outgrow Jesus. We grow in
faith and service to Christ
over a lifetime. 



  Upcoming Events 
   at St. Mark’s

 
Holy Week

April 10, Palm Sunday 
8:30/10:30 am, Blessing of Palms
10:30: St. Mark's Choir, Cantors, St. Mark's Handbells  
and Organ
Vespers at St. Mark’s, “Sing Joyfully,”
Dr. Jason Dungee, conductor, The University 
Chorale, UNC Charlotte Music Department.
April 14, Maundy Thursday
7 pm Holy Communion & Stripping of the Altar
St. Mark's Choir, Cantors, Cello and Organ
April 15, Good Friday
7 pm Service of the Word & Procession of the Cross

 
Easter & Spring Events

April 17, Easter Sunday
8:30 am Cantors, Clarinet, Djembe (drum) and Piano
10:30 am St. Mark's Choir, Cantors, Brass Quintet,
Timpani & Organ
9:15-10:15 am Coffee & Muffins on the Patio
9:30-10 am Easter Egg Hunt on the Lawn
April 26 (Tuesday), Queen City Ringers
7 pm Spring Bell Concert “The Adventure Begins”
May 1 (Sunday) All Parish Retreat 
9:30 am combined Service of Holy Communion
Fellowship, Discussion & Lunch. Please join us.
May 14 Men's Group Saturday Pancake Breakfast
May 22 Senior Sunday
10:30 am Service celebrating the accomplishments of
our High School Seniors. Please join us.

Worship & Music
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Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

Charlotte Symphony French Hornist, Philip
Brindise, will be our featured instrumentalist
for 10:30 am worship, Sunday, April 3, 2022 at
St. Mark's. Phil will accompany an anthem
with our choir, a choral setting of "Beneath the
Cross of Jesus" by Fort Worth, Texas
composer Albert L. Travis. Additional
instrumental and hymn selections for horn and
organ by Charles Callahan and G. F. Handel
will be heard on this the Fifth Sunday in Lent.

You can see the recorded worship services at https//www.SaintMarksCharlotte.org/

Lenten Midweek 
Worship 4/6
7 pm (and live on
Facebook)

Living in 

God's Abundant Grace

"Sing Joyfully"

https://saintmarkscharlotte.org/


"When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" ELW 803 

is from the pen of English hymn writer Isaac Watts (1674-1748), this hymn has been labeled by the nineteenth century
theologian and literary critic Matthew Arnold as the greatest hymn in the English language. Watt's hymn is based on two
sources from the writings of the Apostle Paul, the first, a verse from Galatians--"May I never boast of anything except the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world", and the second, a verse
from the third chapter of Philippians--"Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ".
Isaac Watt's intended this hymn for a communion service he wrote in 1707, with the original title "Crucifixion to the World
by the Cross of Christ". American composer Lowell Mason (1792-1872) composed the tune HAMBURG in 1824, and
takes it's name for that city in Germany. He states that he arranged this melody from a Gregorian chant, with only a range
of five different pitches: E, F, G, A, B flat.

"All Glory, Laud, and Honor" ELW  344

has established its place as the traditional Palm Sunday processional hymn. It is based on the accounts of Jesus'
triumphal entry into Jerusalem found in Matthew 21, and Luke 19, as well as portions of Psalms 24 and 118. This hymn
was written by Bishop Theodulph of Orleans (c.760-821), a leading French theologian and poet of his time. We believe he
may have written this hymn while imprisoned in the year 818, falsely accused for conspiring against King Louis the Pious.
This is one of our oldest Latin hymns, and in original form included thirty-eight two line stanzas plus the refrain! John
Mason Neale (1818-1866) translated eight stanzas from Latin into English, first published in 1851. Evangelical Lutheran
Worship prints his first five stanzas plus refrain. Melchior Teschner (1584-1635), a German pastor, cantor and teacher,
wrote the tune VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN ("Farewell I Gladly Bid Thee") that we associate with this hymn.

"In the Cross of Christ I Glory" ELW 324 

comes to us from the pen of John Bowring (1792-1872) first published in his book Hymns: As Sequel to the Matins
(London,1825). Like the famous hymn by Issac Watts "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" ELW 803, the text is based
on a verse from Galatians 6:14 "May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ". Kenneth
Osbeck writes in his collection 101 Hymn Stories "It is claimed by some writers that Sir John Bowring had visited Macao,
on the South Chinese coast, and was much impressed by the sight of a bronze cross towering on the summit of the
massive wall of what had formerly been a great cathedral. This cathedral, originally built by the early Portuguese
colonists, overlooked the harbor and had been destroyed by a typhoon and left crumbled in its wake--except for one wall
topped by the huge metal cross. The scene is said to have so impressed Bowring that it eventually served as inspiration
for this beloved hymn". The tune RATHBUN was composed by Ithamer Conkey (1815-1867) in 1849, and was named for
Mrs. Beriah S. Rathbun, a soprano soloist in his church in Norwich, Connecticut were he served as Organist and
Choirmaster.

"Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing" ELW 807  

This hymn was written by Robert Robinson (1735-1790) when we was only twenty-three years of age. Born in Norfolk,
England, he was sent to London at the age of fourteen to learn the barbering trade. It was there he heard the great
Methodist preacher and evangelist George Whitefield. Robinson said he and his friends went to hear Whitefield for the
purpose of "scoffing at the poor deluded Methodists." It was from this experience he decided to enter the ministry, first as
a Methodist, then as a Baptist. Austin Lovelace writes of Robinson: in his Hymn Notes (Chicago, 1987) "Like the more
famous John Newton's hymn 'Amazing Grace', Robinson's hymn is one of providence and grace. Like Jacob, who raised
an Ebenezer (a stone altar which signified that God had brought him thus far), he confesses how great a debtor he is to
the grace of God, as are we all". The American tune NETTLETON had it's first publication in Wyeth's Repository of
Sacred Music (1813, Harrisburg, PA). The tune is named for Rev. Asahel Nettleton, a noted American evangelist of the
early eighteenth century.
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Worship & Music
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing

Reflections by Lester Ackerman

Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith



"Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound" ELW 779 

is from the pen of John Newton (1725-1807), and was first published in 1779. This text is a personal testimony of
Newton's conversion experience, of a man whose early life on a slave ship was turned around by an "amazing grace"
that "saved a wretch like me." Newton wrote six stanzas, the first four printed in our hymnal. Our fifth stanza, though
joined to this hymn, is not by Newton, the writer unknown. Here is one of the additional verses, not often included in
modern hymnbooks: "The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, the sun forbear to shine; But God, who called me here
below, will be forever mine." The tune NEW BRITAIN is another example of a fine Southern Harmony shape-note tune. It
is also a pentatonic tune, meaning the melody has only five tones, plus it's octave. The tune was first joined to "Amazing
Grace" in William Walker's The Southern Harmony (New Haven, 1835), a collection of southern Appalachian folk tunes
that came from English, Scotch, Irish, and Welsh sources.

"Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer" ELW 618 

William Williams (1717-1791) affectionately known as the "sweet singer of Wales", was ordained as an Anglican deacon,
but spent most of his life as an evangelistic preacher, covering nearly 100,00 miles of Wales on horseback. He wrote
around 800 hymns, most in Welsh, with this one being the only one known outside of Wales. It was first published in
1745 with the original title "Strength to Pass Through the Wilderness." The Exodus and the journey through the
wilderness to Canaan is the basis of the hymn with references to "Bread of heaven" (Exodus 16:4-18), "the crystal
fountain" (Exodus 17:4-6), "the fiery, cloudy pillar" (Exodus 13:21) and "verge of Jordan" (Joshua 3:14-17). John Hughes
(1873-1932) wrote the tune CWM RHONDDA ("Rhondda Valley") for a Baptist Welsh singing festival in 1903.

"Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus" ELW 802  

William Williams (1717-1791) affectionately known as the "sweet singer of Wales", was ordained as an Anglican deacon,
but spent most of his life as an evangelistic preacher, covering nearly 100,00 miles of Wales on horseback. He wrote
around 800 hymns, most in Welsh, with this one being the only one known outside of Wales. It was first published in
1745 with the original title "Strength to Pass Through the Wilderness." The Exodus and the journey through the
wilderness to Canaan is the basis of the hymn with references to "Bread of heaven" (Exodus 16:4-18), "the crystal
fountain" (Exodus 17:4-6), "the fiery, cloudy pillar" (Exodus 13:21) and "verge of Jordan" (Joshua 3:14-17). John Hughes
(1873-1932) wrote the tune CWM RHONDDA ("Rhondda Valley") for a Baptist Welsh singing festival in 1903.

"I Want Jesus to Walk with Me" ELW 325 

This hymn is usually classified as an African American spiritual in most hymnals and songbooks, though some call it "an
American folk hymn" one of the many "white spirituals" which thrived for more than two hundred years in the rural
Appalachian culture. Hence, we do not know it's author. Paul Westermeyer says of this hymn: "the double entendre of
these spirituals means the faith expressed in them is more multivalent and profound than what may appear on the
surface. For example, this one may look like a request for Jesus to walk along the pilgrim journey. Though it is that, what
makes it authentic and possible for the people is what lies behind it, an affirmation that the Jesus of their salvation is with
those who sing." This tune SOJOURNER has no refrain, which is uncharacteristic of most African American tunes, and
has more in common with an English/Welsh folk tune, probably brought to America by early settlers. The tune is named
for Sojourner Truth (1797-1883) a slave, who after escaping, preached, sang, and advocated for women's rights and
abolition. She met Harriet Beecher Stowe and President Abraham Lincoln.
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Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

4/3       Richard Cansler
            Doug Milheim
4/10     Karen Feezor
            Charles Lakeman
4/17     Richard Cansler
            Cliff Edahl
4/24     Kevin Feezor
            Janice Miller

Tabulators

4/3    Meg Fielding
4/10  Lowell Engelhard
4/14  Larry Lippert
4/15  Cindy Little
4/17  Judy Frye
4/24  Charles Lakeman

Lectors

4/3     C: Davis Ferner
          A: Andrew Puky
4/10   A: Brooks Stevenson
          C: tbd
4/17   C: Jonathan Lakeman
          A: Michael Lakeman
4/24   C/A: Jonathan Lakeman

Crucifer/Acolyte

Team B: Doug Milheim
Marc Ginns
Susan Ginns
Eddie Goodall
A. J. Pridgen

Ushers

March Serving Schedule

4/3    Richard & Millie Cansler
         Joanne Marz
4/10  Eileen Dunlap, Ted Seman
         David Thomason
4/17  Neil & Charlotte Dixon             
         Charles & Susan Lakeman
4/24  Dale & Mary Lou Hopp
         Susan League

Greeters

4/3    Barbara Baker
         Cliff Edahl
4/10  Layton Campbell

   Carol Goodall
4/14  Ruth Barrett

   A. J. Pridgen
4/17  Ken Hazen 
         Jay Jacob
4/24  Gretchen Payne
         Maddie Thompson

Communion Assistants

4/3    Kelly Price
4/10  Bill Schwartz
4/17  Youth
4/24  Tom Tolbert

Prayer Assistants

Communion Helpers

4/3    Kay Finlon
4/10  Sandy Rach 
4/17  Karen Covington
4/24  Catherine Metze

Worship & Music

Video Streaming

4/3    Laura Foust
4/10  tbd
4/14  A. J. Pridgen
4/15  Joe Barrett
4/17  Laura Foust
4/24  A. J. Pridgen

4/24    Emily Ritchie
4/25    Riley Smith
4/27    Timothy McKenzie
4/28    Catherine Metze
4/28    Hannah Johnson
4/29    Jim Stone
4/30    Sophie Schwartz
4/30    Ainsley Stevenson
4/30    Ingrid Keiris

4/16    Betty Kendrick
4/16    Meg Johnson
4/16    Jennifer Dagenhart
4/16    Sandy Rach
4/20    Anne Conner
4/21    Mary Timm
4/23    Shelly Ferner
4/23    Layton Campbell

4/4     Linda Wyatt
4/6     William Jacob
4/8     Chris Parrish
4/8     Lou Feola
4/10   Alan Harms
4/11   Clayton Wall
4/14   John Brumbaugh
4/15   Nancy Deal
4/16   Drew Basinger

April Birthdays

Sound System

4/3    John Brumbaugh
4/10  Kevin Feezor
4/17  Jonathan Lakeman
4/24  Neil Dixon


