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Dear Friends in Christ, 

Welcome one another. When Paul wrote the above words he was describing Jesus, who becoming a
servant, welcomes the entire human family in all their diversity. During Epiphany we remember that God
became human in Jesus so that the diversity of all humanity might be encouraged to “live in harmony with
one voice” glorifying God. For Paul, this means welcoming one another as Christ has welcomed each of
us. This was Paul’s message of good news to the “gentiles” – to all the world – expressing Jesus as the
real presence of God’s love for this world. Love means welcoming one another, all people, because this is
how God’s glory is revealed. 

St. Mark’s has new video introducing our church and its ministries. It is up on our website, and I need to
thank Jacob Wenzel for sharing his gifts in helping produce this new video. There is a scene in the new
video in which the camera rises high above St. Mark’s bell tower revealing the Uptown of Charlotte and the
wider world around the church. In addition to enjoying this breathtaking view, we also gain insight from it.
To welcome one another means looking upward and outward upon the world in all of its diversity, beauty
and complexity.

The season of Epiphany is about God welcoming the world in Christ Jesus. Beginning with the Magi and
spreading outward through missionaries like Paul, the good news of Jesus welcomes all people in their
marvelous diversity, beauty and complexity. Jesus chose to embody our humanity so that we might see
our neighbor, and all humanity, as sacred. By welcoming others, as Jesus unconditionally welcomes each
of us, we treat others as sacred vessels embodying Jesus among us. 

During Epiphany Jesus proclaims his mission plan for the church. Jesus was born to serve the least, the
vulnerable, the oppressed and the forgotten. Epiphany is about raising our eyes upward and outward in
mission because, in Christ, God welcomes all people. This is what we do as a church: we see God in our
neighbor, welcoming all ethnicities, genders, identities and backgrounds, for the glory of God.

In the unconditional fellowship of Christ,
Pastor Timothy McKenzie
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“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you,
for the glory of God.” Romans 15:7
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Worship Service:

Director of Family Ministry Update:

Financial Update:

Treasurer:

Council Open Position:

The Congregational Council met at 7:00pm on January 10, 2022 in the choir room.   

Agenda topics: 

       o  The 8:30 am Sunday worship service will restart on March 6, 2022, the first Sunday in Lent, and will be held  
           in the main sanctuary. 
       o  The new St. Mark’s video will be included as part of the weekly streaming service. 

       o  Progress is being made and a number of interviews are being conducted. 
       o  The Vision and Search Committee asked for the congregation’s prayers and support as it continues its work.

       o  Lowell Engelhard presented 2021 year to date report.  
       o  Annual expenses were $584,266, annual income was $565,520, leaving a deficit of approximately $19,000. 
       o  The total amount received for the Special Appeal was $62,230.  
       o  Lowell presented the budget for 2022. Expenses are projected to be $608,219 with income of $519, 719. 
       o  Lowell reviewed the finance committee’s recommendations for offsetting the deficit in order to present a 
           balanced budget, which is required by St. Mark’s by-laws. 
       o  Ideas were brainstormed for generating revenue from the use of St. Mark’s building by outside 
           organizations. It was suggested that a committee be formed to look into this possibility. 

       o  Council unanimously approved the selection of Barbara Baker to fill the position of Treasurer. 

       o  Council unanimously approved Jay Jacob to fill the council position previously held by Steve Rach. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

St. Mark’s annual congregational meeting was held on Sunday, January 23rd following the 10:30am worship
service. 

The meeting was well attended, and the participation and discussion were lively and spirited, representing the
interest and passion of those present. 

The 2022 budget/Mission Plan was approved. 

Highlights of the meeting will be published in the March issue of ReMarks. 
                                                      
Submitted by Carol Goodall
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January Council Highlights

2021 Annual Reports are available in the

church office if you would like one.
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Our next meeting is on Wednesday, February 9th in the Large
Conference Room. Everyone is invited to join us for Bible
study and fellowship. Masks are required.

Love Circle 

Congregational Life

If you are interested in becoming part of a renewed St. Mark’s
Men’s Group, please talk to Pastor Tim or John Simon. We
would like to gather together for service and fellowship.

New Men's Group

The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet on Thursday,
February 24, at 10 am—both in person and via Zoom. Our
selection for the month is The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles,
wherein a young man, upon release from a juvenile work farm,
plans to return to Nebraska to pick up his younger brother and
begin a new life in California. Instead, he finds that two friends
from the work farm have hatched a different plan for his future—
one that will take him on a fateful journey to New York. This third
novel by Amor Towles will will satisfy fans of his his multi-layered
literary styling while providing an array of richly imagined settings,
characters and themes.
We invite all interested persons to participate in the book group.
For additional information, please contact Judy Tolbert or Kay
Sehorn.

St. Mark's Book Group
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January Snowmageddon! 

Around St. Mark's
"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly." (Colossians 3:16)

(three weeks of ice and snow in Charlotte)

1/16 Sunday Worship was cancelled due to
icy road conditions.

St. Mark's was listed on WCNC TV!Meyers Park is very lovely in the snow.

The chapel spire and winter blue skies The first snow in over 3 years.
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Around St. Mark's
"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly." (Colossians 3:16)

St. Mark’s new video, introducing our location, worship and music life, youth and family ministry,
and servant ministries, is meant to welcome and encourage any and all who visit our website and
social media. Special thanks go to Jacob Wenzel, who filmed portions of the video using a drone
camera, and also digitally mixed Pastor Tim’s narration and Les Ackerman’s solo organ soundtrack.
A separate set of brief videos were also intentionally made to introduce St. Mark’s at the beginning
and end of Sunday’s 10:30 am online service. Click here to see the video on the church website:
https://saintmarkscharlotte.org/video/welcome-to-st-marks-lutheran/

Three weekends of snow made the usual green of the yard a delightful white. The yard banner "But the
Lord stood with me and gave me strength" helps all who have struggled during a very cold January!



Youth & Family

Page 6

Oliver wanted to play

Thank you for your generous words
and gifts on January 9. The inscribed
crystal paperweight sits on my desk
at home as a reminder of my
wonderful experience at St. Mark's.
Erin and I are so grateful for our time
with this faith community. We wish
you all the best!  
In Christ's love, Alex English

Alex English -  "Farewell and Godspeed"

February 6 and 20 at 9:30: High School  Sunday School in the Youth Room
February 13 and 27 at 9:30: Confirmation Class in the Fellowship Hall

Youth February Schedule

Thank you, St. Mark's!

On January 9, Pastor Tim
led prayer of Thanksgiving
and Godspeed, and Cliff
Edahl, Interim President,
gave words of thanks and
presented gifts from the
congregation to Alex.

The youth gathered one last
time with Alex in the youth
room before worship. We

will miss the English family,
and pray God's blessings

upon them as we give
thanks for their gifts to us

over many years!

The paperweight above was given
to Alex by the congregation.
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Gifts & Memorials
Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson

In Memory of Alta Eger

Gene & Jackie Ellington - Gifts & Memorials

In Honor of Virginia Stackel's
  104th Birthday

In Memory of Joyce Campbell

Phyllis Campbell - Soup Kitchen

In Memory of Scott McCauley

Gene & Jackie Ellington - Gifts & Memorials

Mrs. Joanne Marz - Gifts & Memorials

Gene & Jackie Ellington - Gifts & Memorials
Care & Share Circle - Pastor's Discretionary

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Harry Gordy

In Honor of Andrew & Claire Dixon

In Memory of Maxine Ridenhour

Neil & Charlotte Dixon - Gifts & Memorials

Care & Share Circle - Pastor's Discretionary

Youth & Family

Cheer for your favorite team by placing canned food items in your
team’s box located in the Gathering Place on 2/6 & 13. Our collection
will be donated to the Loaves and Fishes Food Bank. May the best
team win! Please support the youth in this caring ministry by helping
those without enough to eat.

"Soup"er Bowl of Caring February 6 & 13
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Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

2/6       Charles Lakeman
            Dianne Thomas
2/13     Karen Feezor
            Meg Fielding
2/20     Richard Cansler 
            Doug Milheim
2/27     Kevin Feezor 
            Cliff Edahl

Tabulators

2/6    Kelsey Smith
2/13  Riley Smith
1/16  Cindy Little
1/23  Kelly Price
1/30  Marty Schwartz

Lectors

2/6     C/A: Riley Smith
2/13   C/A: Kelsey Smith
2/20   C/A: Davis Ferner
2/27   C/A: TBD

Crucifer/Acolyte

Team A: John Simon, Michael
Doyne, Jenny Dagenhart, Jay
Jacob, Larry Lippert, Jim
Metze, Bill Thompson,
Michael Thompson

Ushers

February Serving Schedule

2/6    Joanne Marz,
         Ted Seman, David Thomason
2/13  Susan League
         Charles & Susan Lakeman
2/20  Neil & Charlotte Dixon             
         Dale & Mary Lou Hopp
2/27  Susan League, Kay Sehorn

Greeters

2/6    Ruth Barrett
         Susan Lakeman
2/13  Layton Campbell

   Ken Hazen
2/20   Maddie Thompson

    A. J. Pridgen
2/27   Gretchen Payne 
          Cliff Edahl

Communion Assistants

2/6    Lisa Barnette
2/13  Michael Thompson
2/20  David Ferner
2/27  Michael Lakeman

Prayer Assistants

Communion Helpers

2/6    Catherine Metze
2/13  Kay Finlon 
2/20  Richard Cansler
2/27  Sandy Rach

Worship & Music

Video Streaming

2/6    A. J. Pridgen, Charles Lakeman
2/13  Laura Foust, Charles Lakeman
2/20  Laura Foust, Ron Wenzel
2/27  Ron Wenzel, A. J. Pridgen

2/18     Barry Fulp
2/21     Max Doyne
2/23     Judy Tolbert
2/24     Alice Blackwelder
2/26     Cynthia Little

2/12     Elizabeth Williams
2/13     Jake Weckerle
2/16     Gene Daniels
2/17     Daniel Adden

2/3     Scott Howarth
2/3     Charles Lakeman
2/6     Charlotte Dixon
2/9     David Ferner

February Birthdays
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Worship & Music

Remembering the gifts of the Magi, and with the flags of the nations and festive music, we
proclaim Christ Jesus as Savior of all peoples! Epiphany is a time when we remember God's
mission to all nations and peoples, and our role as a church to embody Christ's love for the
poor, the sick, the oppressed, and forgotten. In Epiphany we hear again that Jesus calls us to
walk with others!

The Epiphany of Our Lord Evening Worship January 6

Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

Please join us starting March 6 (Lent 1)
at 8:30 am in the sanctuary, as we
regather for the Contemporary Service
using a new musical setting from All
Creation Sings (Augsburg Fortress).
All are welcome!

8:30 am Sunday Worship 
is Regathering



Worship & Music
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Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

Jane Hart Brendle, Charlotte
Symphony Violinist, Third

Sunday after Epiphany

John Brumbaugh, cellist,
Second Sunday of Christmas

Altar, Third Sunday after
Epiphany

Christian Souza, Vocal soloist,
Second Sunday of Christmas

Jake Weckerle, sanctuary pew
cushion reinstall, January 2022!

Alex English and St. Mark’s
Youth, Baptism of Our Lord

Michael Huang, Acolyte
and Crucifer, Third Sunday

after Epiphany

Altar flowers, Third Sunday
after Epiphany

You can see these recorded worship services at https//www.SaintMarksCharlotte.org/

https://saintmarkscharlotte.org/


"As with Gladness Men of Old" ELW 302 

This popular Epiphany hymn is based on the Gospel lesson from Matthew 2:1-12 for Epiphany Day, and
tells of the visit of the Magi. William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) is the writer of this hymn. He was a marine
insurance manager by trade, and fortunately for us, had a second career as a writer of Christmas and
Easter carols and other devotional writings, including the carol "What Child Is This" ELW 296. The tune
DIX was composed by German musician and composer Conrad Kocher (1786-1872), and is also wedded
to the great hymn of praise "For the Beauty of the Earth" ELW 879.

"O Word of God Incarnate" ELW 514 

The author William W. How (1823-1897) published this hymn in 1867, where it was included in his
collection Psalms and Hymns. He was known in his lifetime as the "poor man's bishop." For a time he
served as an assistant bishop in a diocese that included the East London's slums, where he befriended
common folk, and was not concerned about how much money he made. This hymn is based on Psalm
119:105 "Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path" and Proverbs 6:23 "For the
commandment is a lamp and the teaching a light, and the reproofs of discipline are the way of life." The
hymn develops many images of light and God's word, but the word "incarnate" strongly indicates that it is
also about Christ as the living Word. The tune MUNICH comes to us from the end of seventeenth century
Germany, and was composed by Hieronymous Gradenthaler (1637-1700). The great German composer
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) used a version of this melody in the oratorio Elijah for the chorus "Cast
Thy Burden upon the Lord."

"Songs of Thankfulness and Praise" ELW 310 

This hymn received it's first publication in 1862 in the journal The Holy Year by Christopher Wordsworth
(1807-1885). "Epiphany" means "manifestation" of Christ to the world, and the author used "manifest"
twelve times to describe Christ's birth, baptism, appearance at the wedding feast of Cana, healing the sick,
and his powers over evil.Thus this hymn becomes not only praise to God, but a time to learn more about
Epiphany and about Christ himself.The tune SALZBURG is a late-seventeenth century German tune,
probably written by Jakob Hintze (1622-1702), and the harmonization in our Evangelical Lutheran Worship
is simplified, and based on a setting by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).

"Baptized and Set Free" ELW 453 

was written for Holden Village, a Lutheran retreat center in Chelan, Washington. The theme for the
summer of 1996 conference center was "Baptized and Set Free", and hymn writer Cathy Skogen-Soldner
(b. 1956) was inspired to write both the text and tune BAPTIZED AND SET FREE for that gathering. She
says of this hymn "even though we may only use a few handfuls of water when we baptize, I included
larger bodies of water (ocean, fountain, river) to invite the singing congregation to celebrate the generous
heart of God. Our gracious God gifts us with mercy, love, healing, wholeness and more than we can ask
for or even imagine." This hymn is a new addition to the Holy Baptism selection of hymns in our
Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
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Worship & Music
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing

Reflections by Lester Ackerman

Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith



"Arise, Your Light Has Come" ELW 314 

Ruth Duck (b. 1947) liturgical theologian and retired professor of worship who taught for twenty-seven
years at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois, penned this hymn to revise the
popular hymn "Rise Up, O Men of God" by William P. Merrill (1867-1954). Merrill's hymn was written in
1911 for men, for a gathering of the Brotherhood Movement in the Presbyterian Church. Duck wrote her
hymn for the Ecumenical Women's Center in 1974, and is the first of her texts to be included in a major
denominational hymnal, Rejoice in the Lord (Grand Rapids, 1985). Ruth's hymn focuses on light and the
release from captivity that the Spirit brings, appropriate for this time after Epiphany. William H. Walter
(1825-1893) nineteenth century American organist and composer, wrote the tune FESTAL SONG with
it's first appearance in The Hymnal with Times Old and New (New York, 1872). This tune is paired with
three hymns in our Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
 

"O Zion, Haste" ELW 668 

Mary Ann Thomson (1834-1923) was born in England, but spent most of her life in Pennsylvania, where
her husband was the librarian of the Free Library of Philadelphia.She wrote over forty hymns, and started
writing "O Zion, Haste" in 1868. She says of this hymn "one night, while I was sitting up with one of my
children who was ill with typhoid fever. I thought I should like to write a missionary hymn to the tune
PILGRIMS for the hymn 'Hark, hark, my soul! Angelic songs are swelling.'" She was not able to write a
fitting refrain that night. It wasn't until three years later she penned the refrain "Publish glad tidings,
tidings of peace, tidings of Jesus, redemption, and release." English organist James Walch (1837-1901)
wrote the tune ANGELIC SONGS in 1875, originally paired with the hymn "Hark, hark, my soul!" The
Church Hymnal 1892 (Episcopal) joined Thomson's hymn, with Walch's tune.
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Worship & Music
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing

Reflections by Lester Ackerman

Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith

February 6, 2022 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany—Lectionary 5

The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to highlight unlikely instruments and circumstances appointed
to reveal God’s glory. “Who will go for us?” God asks. A person of unclean lips, a former persecutor of
the church of God, and three fishermen who couldn’t catch a thing. More surprising still, perhaps, is that
we are also called. 
Hymns:  ELW 413 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!  NICAEA
              ELW 817 You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore PESCADOR DE HOMBRES
              ELW 574 Here I Am, Lord (stanza one) (Offertory) HERE I AM, LORD
              ELW 580 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord  REPTON
              ELW 715 Christ, Be Our Light (stanzas one & five) CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT

Hymn Suggestions



February 13, 2022 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany—Lectionary 6

Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would do well to listen closely to
whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and to find our place in the crowd among those who
desire to touch Jesus. The risen Christ stands among us in the mystery of the holy supper with an invitation
to live in him and offers power to heal us all.
Hymns: ELW 717 Let Justice Flow like Streams  ST. THOMAS
             ELW 710 Let Streams of Living Justice  THAXTED
             ELW 470 Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether (stanza one) (Offertory) UNION SEMINARY
             ELW 754 Jesus, the Very Thought of You  ST. AGNES
             ELW 575 In Christ Called to Baptize  ST. DENIO

February 20, 2022 Seventh Sunday after Epiphany—Lectionary 7

Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit guides us into
merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and divided. Such merciful living is
the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of the lifegiving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s
glory revealed in Christ.
Hymns:  ELW 835 All Creatures, Worship God Most High! (stanzas1-4, & 6) LASST UNS ERFREUEN
              ELW 651 Oh, Praise the Gracious Power  CHRISTPRAISE
              ELW 487 What Feast of Love (stanza one) (Offertory) GREENSLEEVES
              ELW 603 God, When Human Bonds Are Broken  MERTON
              ELW 707 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us (stanzas 1 & 2) HYFRYDOL

February 28, 2022 Transfiguration of Our Lord

Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus reflect that glory in the world. It was true for Moses. It was
doubtless true for Peter, James, and John. We pray that it will be true of all of us who see God’s glory in the
word and in the supper and who are being “transformed into the same image” by God’s Spirit.
Hymns:  ELW 318 Alleluia, Song of Gladness  PRAISE, MY SOUL
              ELW 317 Jesus on the Mountain Peak  BETHOLD
              ELW 671 Shine, Jesus, Shine (stanza one) SHINE, JESUS, SHINE
              ELW 315 How Good, Lord, to Be Here  POTSDAM
              ELW 631 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (stanzas 1 & 2) HYFRYDOL
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

Hymn Suggestions

January 31, 1859 - January 31, 2022

We give thanks to God for
163 years in mission.


