
Page 1

Dear Friends in Christ, 

  Blessed New Year’s greetings! On New Year’s Day, we also commemorate “The Name of Jesus.” This church
festival celebrates the day that Jesus was named eight days after his birth. I find great hope and strength that the
calendar year always begins in the Holy Name of Jesus. As we begin a new year, I pause to reflect upon how
Jesus will lead us as a church throughout the coming year. 

 From the New Testament era onward, the gospel has been translated into every language becoming rooted in
local language and culture. For example, the name “Jesus” in Hebrew is “Yeshua,” meaning “Yahweh is
salvation.” The English pronunciation of “Jesus” inherits the Latin and ancient Greek rendering of this Hebrew
name. Being conscious of how God’s word is translated into language gives us insight into how God inculturates
the mystery of the Incarnation into human history.

 To say it another way, inculturation is about incarnating the living Word, Jesus Christ in our thoughts, words and
deeds. The Name of Jesus, by dwelling in us, is the power to transform culture, language, and each of us. So as
you think about 2022, how might the Name of Jesus continue to transform your own culture of family, community,
work, and church? How might the Name of Jesus give meaning and direction for you this year?

 In 2022 we are moving forward in Jesus’ name at St. Mark’s. We are attempting to do new things for Christ and
our neighbor. The new musical series “Vespers at St. Mark’s” will grow in new ways. As we prepare to say
Farewell and Godspeed to Alex English, we also look forward to a new Director of Family Ministry, who will help
us grow in Jesus’ name. We anticipate a new liturgical beginning to the 8:30 am Sunday service, gathering us in
Jesus’ name as his body the church. In spite of the pandemic, we look forward into a new year in Jesus’ name,
trusting that Jesus’ name will transform us again and again as we move forward in mission at St. Mark’s.

 A new calendar year reminds us that we are always moving forward and never backwards. The Name of Jesus
reminds us that though we may not be able to “see into the future,” we walk with confidence and faith that Jesus is
leading us every step of the way. We cannot go back to 1859, 1959 or 2019, but by the grace of Jesus incarnate
in us, we are always living into the future as Christ’s body, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. 

 It is my prayer that you will be blessed in 2022 by the Holy Name of Jesus. Call upon his name, for it is salvation;
look to his name, for it gives direction; live in his name, for it is life and light. Let his name take root ever more
deeply in your life, that your life might be ever more deeply rooted in him. In 2022 may Jesus transform you yet
again to serve and give generously for others at St. Mark’s!

In Jesus’ holy name, Pastor Timothy McKenzie

ReMarks

The Pastor's Pen

1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |  704.375.9185    |  stmarkscharlotte.org

February 2022 ReMarks deadline is 1/17/22

Email articles/pictures to stmarkselca1001@gmail.com

“After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and
he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was

conceived in the womb.” (Luke 2:21)

St. Mark's Lutheran Church

 January 2022



Vespers at St. Mark’s:

Director of Family Ministry Update:

Financial Update (as of 11-30-2021)

Annual Meeting:

Worship Services:

The Congregational Council met at 7:00pm on December 13, 2021 in the large conference room.  
Agenda topics: 

          o The first concert from the Vespers at St. Mark’s series was held on December 5, with attendance at  
             approximately 230. 

          o There are currently two strong candidates being considered for this position. 
          o Final interviews will be conducted in January, with plans to have the new Director of Family Ministry 
             in place by February 1. 
          o Plans were discussed to honor Alex English’s service to St. Mark’s, as his last day will be January 
             9, 2022.  

          o There have been 82 pledges for 2022 received to date (86 received as of this time last year) for a 
              total of approximately $402,502.00. 
          o The total amount to date received for the Special Appeal is $26,000.   
          o There was an in-depth discussion of the rough draft budget for 2022, including recommendations 
             from the Finance Committee for a balanced budget.   

          o The annual congregational meeting will take place on Sunday January 23 following the 10:30 am 
             worship service.  

          o Pastor Tim provided an orientation for the new council members regarding how the Executive 
             Committee, together with the Congregational Council, have endeavored to follow the 
             recommendations of the CDC, Governor Roy Cooper, Mecklenburg County and the NC Synod in 
             determining how to keep the greatest number of people in the congregation safe while continuing 
             its mission in the midst of a global pandemic. 
          o Council formally approved the return of the hymnals to all the pews as well as the return of the 
             courtesy offering envelopes in light of the CDC’s statements regarding airborne transmission of 
             COVID-19.                                                      

Submitted by Carol Goodall
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December 

Council Highlights

 Annual Congregational Meeting

 

The 2021 Annual Meeting will be held on 1/23/22
immediately following the 10:30 am service. 

The printed report will be available to the congregation on 1/9/21. 
Ministry reports are due by 12/31 to be included in the report.

 



Page 3

Mark your calendars. Love Circle meetings will begin at 11:00
am. Our next meeting is on Wednesday, January 12 in the
Large Conference Room. Judy Tolbert will lead the program.
Everyone is invited to join us for Bible study and fellowship.
Masks are required.

Love Circle 

Congregational Life

The Congregational Life Committee honored the St.
Mark’s Staff with an appreciation brunch on December 14,
2021.  The festive tables, along with the delicious food,
created a time of appreciation and fellowship! 

("We also appreciate Karen Feezor, Susan Lakeman, Kay
Sehorn and Dianne Thomas for preparing such a lovely
brunch for St. Mark’s staff" - Pastor McKenzie.)

On November 30 members of St. Mark’s met in
the Ellington home for a time of conversation
and fellowship. Pictured are Virginia, Jackie,
Sarah, Gene, David and Pastor Tim. It was an
enjoyable time of fellowship. Thank you to the
Ellington’s for hosting the gathering!

Matthews Glen 

Fellowship Gathering

Staff Appreciation

 Brunch
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Congregational Life
Kay  Sehorn Committee Chairperson

The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet on Thursday, Jan. 27, at 10 am. We will
meet both in person (with masking required) and via Zoom. Our book for this
meeting will be The Jew Store by Stella Suberman. This is a heart-warming story of
the author’s remarkable father in his efforts to to find his fortune in a place in rural
America where Jews were unwelcome, and where it was proven that intelligence,
empathy, liberality, and decency can build a home anywhere. We encourage all
who are interested to join us. More people bring more insights into our reading.
Please contact Judy Tolbert for additional information.

St. Mark's Book Group

How often have we felt that the storms in our lives were too much for us alone, too strong for us to overcome,
but when we turn the control over to God and ask Christ to take control, that we sense a peace and calming in
our lives. In my life, I have learned everyone (and I mean every single one of us) goes through storms in our
lives, tough times that we feel the weight of the world, but Christ can help lift that weight and will be there with
us through the entire journey. The Gifts & Memorials Committee wish to thank the congregation for their
generous donations in which this and more purchases have been made for the church in 2021.

 

NOTE: Jay Jacob made a very astute observation, that both painting in the Reception room involve the Sea of
Galilee, an important body of water in Jesus’ life.  Whether feeding the 5000 or calming the storm, Jesus
demonstrated God’s power for us to see and use in our lives. Thanks be to God!
-Marc Ginns

Pastor Drew Goodson, a son of St. Mark’s and until recently Pastor for Evangelism & Adult Ministries at Christ
Lutheran Charlotte, was commissioned to serve as an ELCA Chaplain in the U.S. Navy Chaplain Corps. Drew
will leave for training in Newport, Rhode Island in January 2022. We give thanks to God for St. Mark’s role in
Drew’s faith formation as a young person, and pray God’s blessings upon Drew, Megan and their family as
Drew answers the call of the Holy Spirit to serve God in this new way to so many!

With Prayers of Blessing for Rev. Drew Goodson!

You may have noticed a new painting in the Reception room
at the church. The name is “In the Eye of the Storm” and the
artist is Abraham Hunter.  The Gifts & Memorials Committee
purchased the print for St. Mark’s and are hopeful that it will
enrich the lives of all who see it. The artist describes being in
a difficult time in his life and realizing that when we are in the
storms in our lives, we are not in control, but Christ always is.
He wanted to capture the frightened and desperate disciples,
the mass of confused dark waves that make them fear for
their very lives and also the peace as Christ’s power pushes
away the tangle of waves and storm clouds and allows God’s
heavenly light to shine through and calm the waters around
their small boat. 

New Artwork in the Reception Room



Youth & Children
Alex English  Director of Youth Ministry
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At the Youth Christmas Party
on December 18, youth
members and parents
enjoyed a movie, time
together in the Youth Room,
and dinner. Pastor Tim was
asked to bless the new air
hockey table and read from
1 Timothy 4. The air hockey
table was purchased by Gifts
& Memorials for he Youth
Room. Thanks to everyone
who came and to Jane and
Steve McCall for preparing a
delicious dinner for our
participants!

Oliver wanted to play

Youth

Christmas

Party

We had fun on Saturday 12/11 during our Advent
Children's Church! We heard the Christmas story,
sang songs, and heard a children's sermon by Pastor
Tim. Thank you to all our children, parents and
families for taking part in "Children's Church" in 2021!

Advent Children's Church

Alex English Farewell and Godspeed

Souper Bowl of Caring

Save the Date! Youth will hold a canned food drive
for Loaves & Fishes on Sunday, February 13. You'll
be able to place your donations in one of two boxes,
each one representing Super Bowl Contender. 

Alex’s final Sunday with St. Mark’s will be on 1/9/2022. We will
remember and commemorate Alex’s 10 years of work during
worship that day. If you have memories or a word of encouragement
you would like to share with Alex, please share them on a card to
give to Alex that day. We are filled with gratitude for Alex’s witness
to us!

January 9 and 23 at 9:30: High School  
Sunday School in the Youth Room

January 16 and 30 at 9:30: Confirmation
Class in the Fellowship Hall

Youth January Schedule
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Around St. Mark's
"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly." (Colossians 3:16)
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Gifts & Memorials
Jay Jacob  Committee Chairperson

In Memory of Alta Eger

Alan & Jackie Harms - Gifts & Memorials

Joanne Marz - Flower Fund

In Memory of Ed Marz In Memory of Joyce Campbell

Phyllis Campbell - Soup Kitchen

In Memory of Jane Lawing Waggoner

O. Thomas Waggoner - Gifts & Memorials

Lawrence W. Wick - Gifts & Memorials

Barry & Rachel Fulp - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Eunice Harrinton 
(Jane McCall's mother)

In Honor of Alex English

In Memory of Maxine Ridenhour

Karen Covington - Youth Ministry Fund

January Birthdays

1/1     Brenda Durst
1/1     Jay Fisher
1/1     Robert Smith
1/4     Marie Ann Daniels
1/4     Brady Ferner
1/4     Mary Hopp
1/4     David Mathis
1/5     Chuck Haley
1/6     Sam Temple

1/7      Virginia Stackel
1/7      David Platt
1/8      Diane Thornton
1/9      Michael Mobley
1/10    Steve McCall
1/13    Andrew Abbasi
1/14    Celeste White
1/14    Michael Huang
1/15    Jay Jacob
1/15    Larkin White

1/16    Betty Lentz
1/16    Melissa Lavoy
1/18    Jane Thompson
1/19    Genna Hurley
1/20    Tara Thompson
1/21    Richard Cansler
1/24    Mike Doyne
1/30    Janice Simpson
1/30    Christopher Miller
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Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

1/2       Doug Milheim 
            Richard Cansler
1/9       Karen Feezor
            Meg Fielding
1/16     Richard Cansler 
            Susan League
1/23     Joe Barrett 
            Cliff Edahl
1/30     Joe Barrett
            Charles Lakeman

Tabulators

1/2    Meg Fielding
1/9    Larry Lippert
1/16  Cindy Little
1/23  Kelly Price
1/30  Marty Schwartz

Lectors

1/2     C/A: Alex English
1/9     C/A: Brooks Stevenson
1/16   C/A: Michael Huang
1/23   C/A: Maddie Thompson
1/30   C: Brady Ferner
          A: Andrew Puky

Crucifer/Acolyte

Team D: Kenneth Williams 
               Larry Dagenhart, Jr.
               Alan Harms 
               Dale Hopp

Ushers

January Serving Schedule

1/2    Kay Sehorn,
         Michael & Tara Thompson
1/9    Gretchen Dodge
         Jackie Ellington
1/16  Evelyn Gerdes             
         Eddie & Carol Goodall
1/23  Patrick & Rebecca Huang
         Jay Jacob
1/30   Richard & Millie Cansler
          Bill & Jane Thompson

Greeters

1/2        Layton Campbell
             Carol Goodall
1/9        Susan Lakeman

       Maddie Thompson
1/16      Layton Campbell

       A. J. Pridgen
1/23      Gretchen Payne 
             Ruth Barrett
1/30      Carol Goodall
             Cliff Edahl

Communion Assistants

1/2    Tom Tolbert
1/9    Larry Dagenhart, Jr.
1/16  Michael Huang
1/23  Mike Doyne
1/30  Melissa Smith

Prayer Assistants

Communion Helpers

1/2    Karen Covington
1/9    Catherine Metze
1/16  Richard Cansler
1/23  Kay Finlon
1/30  Karen Covington

Worship & Music

Video Streaming

1/2    Joe Barrett
1/9    Ron Wenzel, Joe Barrett
1/16  Ron Wenzel
1/23  Charles Lakeman
1/30  Ron Wenzel, A. J. Pridgen

Thank you for serving at St. Mark’s on Sundays in 2021! The mission of the church in all its forms
requires lay leadership - the talents and gifts of the “priesthood of all believers.” So many people
serve on Sundays in worship as acolytes and crucifers, musicians and soloists, lectors, ushers and
greeters, altar guild and tabulators, sound and video, those who “open the church” and those who
serve in the nursery when needed, those who make and serve cookies, and those who lead
Sunday School. Thank you to everyone who helps make Sunday an expression of God’s grace
and joy! - Pastor Tim McKenzie
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VESPERS AT ST. MARK’S

On 12/5 the inaugural “Vespers at St. Mark’s” concert was held, conducted by David Mills, featuring a ten-
piece Brass Ensemble, Timpani and Percussion, with Lester Ackerman on organ. Approximately 230
people attended the event.

"THE GLORIOUS SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS"

Worship & Music

Please join us in-person January 6 at 7 pm to
celebrate Epiphany (and live on Facebook). 

Remembering the gifts of the Magi, and with the
flags of the nations and festive music, we proclaim

Christ Jesus as Savior of all peoples!

The Epiphany of Our Lord

David Mills conducting From the balcony

Gabriel Slesinger trumpet solo Les Ackerman, David Mills 
and Pastor Tim

 "Glorious Sounds of Christmas" 

The sanctuary was filled!
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Worship & Music
"Seasons of the Heart" Concert

On 12/19 St. Mark’s hosted the the Queen City Ringers, conducted by Laura Blauch. The program
included  pieces in 6 octaves, as well as prices for smaller ensembles arranged during the pandemic. St.
Mark’s Lester Ackerman also showcased St. Mark’s organ. The concert was well attended. Thank you to
the QCR for sharing their gift of music with so many!

Rehearsal for the concert Queen City Ringers Dress Rehearsal 

Lester Ackerman, Organist



Worship & Music
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Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

 Christian Souza, Tenor
Soloist, Advent Lessons and

Carols

 Solo Handbell Ringers,
Advent Lessons and Carols

 Delenn Rumbolo, Micah Hein,
Cantors, First Sunday of

Christmas 

 Oliver Kot, Violinist, Advent
Lessons and Carols

 Madeline Hamrick, Christian
Souza, Cantors, First Sunday of

Advent

 Jonathan Lakeman, 
Acolyte, First Sunday

 of Advent

 St. Mark’s Handbells and
Choir, First Sunday of Advent

 Oliver Kot, Charlotte
Symphony Violinist. Third

Sunday of Advent

 St. Mark’s Handbells and
Choir, Fourth Sunday of Advent

You can see these recorded worship services at https//www.SaintMarksCharlotte.org/

https://saintmarkscharlotte.org/


"Prepare the Royal Highway" ELW 264

This hymn was first published in the Swedish hymn book Svenska Psalm-Boken (1819). Frans Mikael
Franzen (1772-1847) contributed twenty-nine hymns to this collection, this Advent hymn being one of
them. Dr. Paul Westermeyer calls Franzen's hymn "a jubilant Scandinavian contribution to the church's
hymnic heritage". The first stanza makes reference to Isaiah 40:3-5, where a royal highway is prepared for
the King of Kings. Stanza three quotes Psalm 24:7-10, the gates are flung open for the king. The king's
rule is peace, freedom, justice, truth and love. The seventeenth century Swedish folk tune BEREDEN VAG
FOR HERRAN pairs nicely with Franzen's hymn. 
 

"Blessed Be the God of Israel" ELW 250

Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944), an American Episcopal priest, wrote this hymn in 1985 for a competition for
new Advent hymns sponsored by The Hymn Society of America. It is a paraphrase of the Song of
Zechariah in Luke 1:68-79, the Benedictus, the song of thanksgiving offered by Zechariah on the occasion
of the circumcision of his son, John the Baptist. The canticle received its name from its first words in Latin
("Benedictus Dominus Deus Israel", "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel"). FOREST GREEN is an English
folk tune, collected and notated by the great English composer Ralph Vaughan Williams (1871-1958), after
he heard it sung by a man named Garman of Forest Green, near Ockley, Surrey.

"O Little Town of Bethlehem" ELW 279

The hymn text was written by Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) in 1868 for a Sunday school service at Holy
Trinity Church in Philadelphia. Brooks returned from a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 1865, inspired by
being in a field with shepherds on Christmas Eve. Wishing to share his impressions and feelings in hymn
form, he wrote the words for the children of his church. His organist and Sunday School superintendent
Lewis Redner (1831-1908) wrote the tune ST. LOUIS at Brooks request the evening before it's first
sharing on Sunday morning, December 27, 1868.

"Joy to the World, the Lord Is Come!" ELW 267

had its first appearance in the collection Psalms of David, published in 1719 by the great English hymn
writer Isaac Watts (1674-1748). This hymn was not written for either Advent or Christmas but is a
paraphrase of the second half of Psalm 98. Watts gives it the heading "The Messiah's Coming and
Kingdom". In our Evangelical Lutheran Worship "Joy to the World" is the last hymn for Advent, and in the
Lutheran Book of Worship it was the first Christmas hymn. The tune ANTIOCH (named for the ancient
Greek city near the current city of Antakya, Turkey) was composed by the early American church musician
Lowell Mason (1792-1872). It was marked in his publication from 1836 Occasional Psalm and Hymn
Tunes "arr. from Handel". It is possible he had two melodies from Messiah in mind: "Glory to God" and
"Comfort Ye", which perfectly express the joy of Isaac Watt's hymn.
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Worship & Music
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing

Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith



"From Heaven Above" ELW 268

Martin Luther (1483-1546) wrote both the hymn and its tune VOM HIMMEL HOCH with first publication in
Geistliche Lieder with the title "Children's Hymn for Christmas Eve...taken from the Second Chapter of the
Gospel of St. Luke,"(Wittenberg, 1535). Luther wrote fifteen stanzas, with fourteen included in our hymnal.
The first five stanzas are the angel's announcement and the rest our response. Stanza fourteen concludes
with a Gloria,and welcomes the New Year.
 

"In the Bleak Midwinter" ELW 294

This hymn began as a poem in the January 1872 issue of the publication Scribner's Monthly by Christina
Rossetti (1830-1894), who was born in London of Italian refugee parents. Her poem "A Christmas Carol"
transitioned to a hymn, and has the challenges of syllables falling differently with the tune stanza by
stanza. The tune CRANHAM is by Gustav Holst, (1874-1934) and was composed for this text. Austin
Lovelace says of this hymn: "Like many Christmas songs written in the Victorian era, this hymn assumes
English surroundings and weather. While it is possible there may have been snows in Bethlehem, the
secret of the hymn lies elsewhere in the sensitive and imaginative expression of the Incarnation."
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Worship & Music
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing

Kevin Feezor  Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith

 John Brumbaugh, Cellist, Advent 2021

 Christmas Eve Brass Quintet

 Organ Practice, Advent 2021


