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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
 

December 8, 2021 | 12:15 and 7 pm 

Advent Midweek 

Service of Holy Communion 
 

During Advent this year we meditate on the theme of “Holy Darkness” as our Lord comes to us in 
the darkness and fears of our lives, transforming our darkness with divine light and grace. In the 
beginning God created both darkness and light, holding them together in creation. In Samuel and 
Mary, the Lord came changing the darkness of their fears into faith and lives of service. May God 
guide us through every dark valley giving hope, and may we learn to walk with others in their 
doubts and fears. 
 

Gathering                                                      We gather in silence waiting the advent of our Lord. 
 

Bold responses are spoken by the congregation. 
 

Prelude                          “Prelude on ‘Come Now, O Prince of Peace’” 

  Tune by Geonyong Lee; Setting for Organ by Roberta Rowland-Raybold 
 

Welcome           Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 

Greeting  

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

the love of Christ + that guards our hearts and minds, 

and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
 

Opening Prayer  

Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O God,  

to prepare a pathway for your Christ. 

By his coming speak peace to your people 

and turn our hearts toward you, 

that your saving grace and splendid glory 

may dwell in all the earth; 

through Jesus Christ, whose day draws near. 

Amen. 
 

Silence 
Use this brief time of silence to let go of the busy-ness of this time of the year and its stress. The 
beginning and the end of the period of silence will be marked with a bell. 
 

Opening Song                                                     The assembly joins together in the song below. 
                                         “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” ELW 247                                 OSOSO 
 

 1. Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body.  

  Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
 

 2. Come now, O God of love, make us one body. 

  Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 
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 3. Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior. 

  Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 
 

 4. Come, Hope of unity, make us one body. 

  Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 
Text: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope.; Music: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947; T&M: Geonyong Lee. 

 

Reading   1 Samuel 3:1-19  
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in 

those days; visions were not widespread. 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow 

dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone 

out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4Then the 

Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ 5and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for 

you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay down. 6The Lord 

called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ 

But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ 7Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and 

the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8The Lord called Samuel again, a third 

time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived 

that the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls 

you, you shall say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”’ So Samuel went and lay down in 

his place. 10Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And 

Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’ 11Then the Lord said to Samuel, ‘See, I am 

about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On 

that day I will fulfil against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to 

end. 13For I have told him that I am about to punish his house for ever, for the iniquity that he 

knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I 

swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or 

offering for ever.’ 15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the 

Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, ‘Samuel, my 

son.’ He said, ‘Here I am.’ 17Eli said, ‘What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May 

God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.’ 18So 

Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, ‘It is the Lord; let him do 

what seems good to him.’ 19As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his 

words fall to the ground.  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Reflection of the Word         “Darkness Holds Promise”            Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

  (A devotional reading or homily may also be read, if this service is being used as a devotional.) 
 

Song                                           “Here I Am, Lord” ELW 574                          HERE I AM, LORD 

 1. “I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.  

  All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save, 

  I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 

  Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?” 

  Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 

  I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 
Text & Music: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946; T&M: 1981 OCP Publications, Inc.. 
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PRAYERS                                              (Pastor McKenzie, Prayers) 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Prayers. 
 

In Christ we meet the God who knows our weakness and bears the wounds of the world. 

Therefore, let us be bold as we pray, trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need. 

Brief silence. 
 

Sending God, you called Samuel by name in the darkness and he said, “Here I am.” As of old, 

you continue to call humanity in the darkness of our sin and fear to listen to your word. Help us 

always to listen, envision and speak words of grace and hope to your people. As you came to 

Samuel in the darkness of night, come to us, in our own darkness and night time fears, that we 

might walk with hope in your light, following your voice and encouraging others. Whom shall I 

send? 

Here I am, Lord; lead me in the darkness. 
 

Saving God, you judged Eli because he did not listen to you, yet you did not forget your people 

Israel, speaking through your servant Samuel. Help us always to listen to you and to seek your 

will in the darkness and dark moments of our lives. You are still speaking, and like Samuel, may 

we not let your word fall to the ground. Bless us that we seek your will, serving our neighbors 

faithfully and compassionately. Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord; lead me in the darkness. 
 

Merciful God, Jesus says, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.” Help us like Samuel, to 

hear your call and to do your will throughout our lives. Help us to be hearers and doers of your 

word so that the light of your Son Jesus might shine in the darkness, giving hope to your people. 

Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord; lead me in the darkness. 
 

Shepherding God, draw near and walk with your children through this dark valley in this shadow 

of a pandemic as we struggle with ever increasing signs of human discord, selfishness and sin 

in this world. Help us to restrain the evil and death that threatens our world, always pointing to 

the new and unbelievable thing you continually bring out of the darkness through the 

resurrection of your Son. Heal our sinfulness, and help us to walk in the light Christ. 

Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord; lead me in the darkness. 
 

Saving God, we now offer in silence the prayers and concerns that weigh upon our hearts…(a 

moment of silence)…Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord; lead me in the darkness. 
 

Gathering our many prayers into one, we pray, 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. In your mercy receive our prayers, and by your 

power hasten the day when peace and justice kiss, and steadfast love and faithfulness meet for 

the sake of the world you love. 

Amen. 
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Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation 

Come to Christ's banquet. 
Feast on God's gift of grace. 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion  

During Advent, midweek Holy Communion will be distributed continuously from the freestanding 

altar by "Communion Kits." After receiving a "kit" please return via the side aisles to your pew to 

partake of communion. Please seal used communion utensils in the zip-lock kit bag. The Real 

Presence of Jesus Christ continues to abide in the bread and the cup, blessing, renewing and 

forgiving us to lead lives of love, justice and service for others. 
 

Communion Music                “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   

    15th Century French Plainsong; Setting by David Lasky 

Please stand. 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 
 

SENDING BLESSING 

The God of hope fill us 

with all joy and peace in believing 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus + for whom we watch and wait. 

Amen. 
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The service ends in silence.  

Worshipers may leave quietly or remain in the quiet of prayer. 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 

 

 

  
This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg 

Fortress.  

Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie; musician: Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry 

and Organist (7 pm, Ron Wenzel, live streaming camera; Charles Lakeman, soundboard) 

 

Worship and Congregational Life 
 

Advent Midweek Holy Communion  12:15 pm and 7 pm every Wednesday (12/8, 12/15) during 

Advent. 7 pm, live on Facebook at SaintMarksCharlotte 

 

Advent Schedule 

12/12 Advent 3:  Service of Lessons and Carols, 10:30 am 

                           Choir, Solo Violinist, Cantors, and Organ 

12/19 Advent 4:  Queen City Ringers “Seasons of the Heart” Concert, 5 pm 

                           With Lester Ackerman, Organist/Pianist 

During Advent, prepare your heart with prayer and song. 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

12/24 at 8 pm at St. Mark’s and live on Facebook at SaintMarksCharlotte. 

                           Choir, Brass Quintet, Cantors and Organ. 

 

2022 Stewardship Campaign Share the Joy! Sharing our gifts is important to St. Mark’s ongoing 

mission. The word “stewardship” comes from the New Testament word “oikonomia” which means the 

management of God’s household. This word is also the source of the word “economics,” which 

implies that stewardship means being good financial managers of God’s household - St. Mark’s 

Lutheran Church. By offering a pledge we are each helping manage the resources God has blessed 

us with. A pledge is a prayerful commitment to giving in response to God’s grace. A pledge may be 

offered at any time, but pledges help a congregation establish a responsible budget for the coming 

year. 
 

You may use the QR code at left (hover your phone camera to connect) for immediate 

access to St. Mark’s website donation page. 

  

 

 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
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St. Mark’s Prayer List 

Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Jeffery Eckerd, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert 

Shirley, Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Jo Lammonds, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Mary Lou Kiser, 

Jim Hobbs, Paul Davis, Jimmy Schwartz, Doris Dixon, Ken Winters, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, 

Carol Marion, Debbie Walden, Dene Shockley, Steven Hopp, Vann Milheim, Melissa, Renee, Shirley 

Larson, Diann Krewson, Ron Wenzel Sr., Lois Witham, Amanda Platt, Judy South, Asher Dugan, 

Hunter Everhart, Sarah Markham, Mindy Curley, Steve Rach, and the residents of Matthews Glen.  

Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests 

(pastortimsmlc@gmail.com) 

  
 

 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do 

not be dismayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love 

and comfort for you in times of trial. Would you contact us today? Pastor Tim 

(pastortimsmlc@gmail.com), or Lisa Barnette (stephenministrysmlc@gmail.com) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All the people of God at St. Mark’s 

 
Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 

pastortimsmlc@gmail.com 
 

Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry, Organist 
lackerman2@aol.com 

 
Alex English, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

dymalexenglish@gmail.com 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
stmarkselca1001@gmail.com 

 
Jessie Craig, Financial Administrator 

saintmarksfinance@gmail.com 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |  saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 

 

mailto:pastortimsmlc@gmail.com
mailto:pastortimsmlc@gmail.com
mailto:stephenministrysmlc@gmail.com
mailto:pastortimsmlc@gmail.com
mailto:lackerman2@aol.com
mailto:dymalexenglish@gmail.com
mailto:stmarkselca1001@gmail.com
mailto:saintmarksfinance@gmail.com

