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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
 

December 5, 2021 | 10:30 

The Second Sunday of Advent 

Service of Holy Communion 
 

John the baptizer's voice says, “Prepare the way of the Lord,” reminding us that Advent is a time 

of preparation for the advent of Christ. Malachi says that we will be purified like gold and silver so 

that we might present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Such spiritual purification leads to 

knowledge and insight, helping us to determine how we might best produce a harvest for the day 

of Christ. This is our mission as a church, to produce a harvest to the glory and praise of God. 
 

  Bold responses are spoken by the congregation. 
Offerings may be placed in the plate at the entrance to the sanctuary. 

The Offering will be brought forward by the usher during the Offertory Anthem. 
 

Prelude                                     “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                     

15th Century French Plainsong; Setting for handbells by Cynthia Dobrinski 
 

The congregation stands as the cross is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

Processional Hymn       “Blessed Be the God of Israel” (ELW 250)        FOREST GREEN 
 

 1. Blessed be the God of Israel who comes to set us free  
  and raises up new hope for us: a Branch from David’s tree. 
  So have the prophets long declared that with a mighty arm 
  God would turn back our enemies and all who wish us harm. 
 

 2. With promised mercy will God still the covenant recall, 
  the oath once sworn to Abraham, from foes to save us all; 
  that we might worship without fear and offer lives of praise, 
  in holiness and righteousness to serve God all our days. 
 

 3. My child, as prophet of the Lord you will prepare the way, 
  to tell God’s people they are saved from sin’s eternal sway. 
  Then shall God’s mercy from on high shine forth and never cease 
  to drive away the gloom of death and lead us into peace. 

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944, based on Luke 1:68-79; Music: English folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan williams, 1872-1958; T:1989 Hope Publishing, Arr Oxford U Press 

 

Please be seated. 
 

Welcome Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Confession. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness     

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is  

marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

who alone does wonders, 

who lifts up the lowly, 
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who fills the hungry with good things. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God for whom we wait, 

in the presence of one another, 

we confess our sin before you. 

We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 

We falter in our call to tend your creation. 

We find our sense of self in material wealth. 

We fear those different from ourselves. 

We forget that we are your children 

and turn away from your love. 

Forgive us, Blessed One, 

and assure us again of your saving grace. 

Amen. 
 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

+ your sins are forgiven. 

You are children of the Most High, 

inheritors of the eternal promise, 

and recipients of divine mercy. 

God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

Amen. 
 

Greeting          

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ + the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

 

Prayer of the Day        

Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 

give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                           

As the pastor lights the Advent wreath, verse two of “O Come O Come Emmanuel” is sung. 
 

                                           “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (ELW 257)          VENI, EMMANUEL 

 2. O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh:  
  in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. 
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

Temple Talk             Financial Update             Cliff Edahl, Interim Council President 
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First Reading   Malachi 3:1-4                                        Lisa Barnette, lector 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek 

will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, 

he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can 

stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a 

refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold 

and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah 

and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Luke 1:68-79                  Madeline Hamrick, Christian Souza, cantors 

  

Luke 1:78 (Carolyn Jennings) Refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C   2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed 

them. 69He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David, 70as he spoke 

through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71that we would be saved from our enemies 

and from the hand of all who hate us. 72Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our 

ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant, 73the oath that he swore to our ancestor 

Abraham, to grant us 74that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him 

without fear, 75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 76And you, child, will be 

called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 77to give 

knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. 78By the tender mercy of 

our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 79to give light to those who sit in darkness 

and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 

Second Reading  Philippians 1:3-11                Lisa Barnette, lector 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my 

prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am 

confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by 

the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me 

in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the 

defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with 

the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and 

more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day 

of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that 

comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation              “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”                       PUER NOBIS 
 Setting for Handbells and Organ 

 

Please stand. 
 

The Holy Gospel  Luke 3:1-6  

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3rd chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 

the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region 

around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is 

written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, 

and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the 

rough ways made smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Homily                                         “Prepare the Way”                             Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

  (A devotional reading or homily may also be read, if this service is being used as a devotional.) 
 

Anthem                                        “An Advent Carol”                    Jody W. Lindh, Choir and Organ 
 

All the earth is waiting for the birth of God’s Son, 

Soon the celebrating will bring honor to the Holy One. 

Sing with joy your carols here, soon the Christ Child will appear! 

Why do we wait” How do we get ready for the coming of God’s Son? 

How do we wait? How do we get ready for the birth of the Holy One? 

Be ready, be strong. Keep awake, it won’t be long! 

Be patient, always pray, do what is good, prepare the way! 
 

Please stand. 
 

Apostles’ Creed        

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   

 Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Dave Dunlap, prayer assistant) 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Prayers. 

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God's 

presence. A brief silence. 
 

Sending God, as you sent John the Baptist to prepare your way, continue to send your church 

and its messengers into the world proclaiming the day of your coming. Grant each of us 

knowledge and full insight to help determine what is best so that your church produces a 

harvest of righteousness for the glory and praise of God. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Heavenly Father, please help our local, state, and national leaders to recognize justice and 

fairness guided by Your hand. Help our leaders to find answers to the many unnecessary and 

senseless violent acts in our world. Too many are taken far too often by violence in our streets, 

our neighborhoods, and our schools. Please comfort the families of those lost and guide us all 

to a peace and understanding we can only know through your Son. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Creator God, may your Spirit continue to renew all living things, helping us to protect creation by 

intentionally using rather than misusing the goodness of this world you have created. Grant the 

church, as well as the governments of the nations, full insight and knowledge that is pure and 

blameless in the stewardship of this planet as you have created it in all its marvelous diversity. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Healing God, as the global pandemic continues, we face new challenges and new variants. We 

ask that You continue to support all providers of medical care. We thank You for the scientists 

who developed the vaccines and medical treatments and for the teams organizing and 

administering them. We ask that You continue to guide and protect them, and those in our 

church family: Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Jeffery Eckerd, Virginia Stackel, 

Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Jo Lammonds, Carl Sepmeyer, 

Jeff Casella, Mary Lou Kiser, Paul Davis, Jimmy Schwartz, Doris Dixon, Rona Reeves, David 

Kutscher, Carol Marion, Debbie Walden, Dene Shockley, Steven Hopp, Vann Milheim, Shirley 

Larson, Diann Krewson, Ron Wenzel Sr., Lois Witham, Amanda Platt, Judy South, Asher 

Dugan, Hunter Everhart, Bill Thompson, Sarah Markham, Steve Rach, Oakley Coburn, and the 

residents of Matthews Glen. Hear us, O God. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Loving God, in the Gospel of Matthew Jesus told us “Love your neighbor as you would love 

yourself.” Please help us to live so that we love every neighbor, every day. You do not 

differentiate us by race, ethnicity, gender or in any other way. We are all equal in Your eyes, 

please help us to be equal in each other’s eyes. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Saving God, you come to your people who sit in darkness, refining them to shine like gold and 

silver. Like the saints before us who presented perfect offerings to you, enable us, purified by 

your grace, to present our offerings before you for your mission to this world you love, and bring 

us in the end, to your kingdom that will have no end. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and 

those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

Peace           

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

(please share words of peace while practicing “social distancing” as appropriate) 
 

OFFERING    An offering for the mission of the church and the care of those in need is brought 

forward from the Narthex. 

 

Offertory Anthem                           “Hark, the Glad Sound”                   Tune by Thomas Haweis 

Organ Setting by Michael Burkhardt 
 

Offering Prayer              

Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the 

service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, 

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 
 

Please stand. 

 

Holy Communion       
 

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Invitation 

Come to Christ's banquet. 

Feast on God's gift of grace. 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion  

Holy Communion is offered in two ways: a “Communion Kit,” or wafer and wine in a small cup. 

Communion will be continuous beginning with the balcony, then the pulpit side, followed by the 

lectern side of the sanctuary. Please follow the ushers' directions, coming forward via the center 

aisle to the freestanding altar, returning via the side aisle. If receiving a “kit” please return to 

your pew via the side aisle to partake of Communion. Afterwards please seal the used 

Communion utensils in the zip-lock kit bag, and dispose of them after worship in the bowls 

available in the Narthex. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are also available. 
 

Communion Music       “Savior of the Nations, Come” BWV 659 from Schubler Chorales 

 Organ Setting by Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

                                    “Savior of the Nations, Come” ELW 263             Tune by Johann Walter 

NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND 

 1. Savior of the nations, come; virgin’s son, make here your home. 

  Marvel now, O heav’n and earth: God has chosen such a birth. 
 

 2. Not by human flesh and blood, but the mystic Breath of God, 

  was the Word of God made flesh, fruit of woman, blossom fresh. 
 

 3. Wondrous birth—oh, wondrous child—from his throne, a virgin mild! 

  Very God, and Mary’s son, eager now his race to run! 
 

 4. From God’s heart the Savior speeds, back to God his pathway leads; 

  out to vanquish death’s command, back to reign at God’s right hand. 
 

 6. Praise we sing to Christ the Lord, virgin’s son, incarnate Word! 

  To the holy Trinity praise we sing eternally! 

 

                                “How Beautiful Are the Feet of Them” from Messiah               

George Frideric Handel; Delenn Rumbolo, soprano 
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Please stand. 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit's power, form 

us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, 

our host and our guest. Amen. 
 

Please stand. 
 

SENDING BLESSING 

Fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus + for whom we wait. 

Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn      “Prepare the Royal Highway” (ELW 264)     BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN 

 1. Prepare the royal highway’ the King of kings is near! 

  Let ev’ry hill and valley a level road appear! 

  Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story; 
 

 Refrain: Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 
 

 3. Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king! 

  Your king, yet ev’ry nation its tribute too may bring. 

  All lands will bow before him; their voices join your singing: refrain 
 

 4. His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav’n above. 

  His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love. 

  So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding: refrain 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzen, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, admin. Augsburg Fortress; Music: Swedish fold tune, 17th cent. 

 

DISMISSAL          

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude                "Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella” from Carols for Organ    

 Keith Chapman 

  
 

 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
 

This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg 

Fortress and Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI Copyright Coverage 

License #11377824 
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Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie; prayers: Dave Dunlap; crucifer/acolyte: Brooks 

Stevenson; lector: Lisa Barnette; Jacob Wenzel, Charles Lakeman, live streaming camera; Kevin 

Feezor, soundboard; ushers: Doug Milheim, Marc Ginns, Susan Ginns, Eddie Goodall, A. J. Pridgen; 

greeters: Joanne Marz, Ted Seman, David Thomason; communion assistants: Ruth Barrett, Carol 

Goodall; communion helper: Sandy Rach; tabulators: Charles Lakeman, David Platt; musicians: St. 

Mark’s Choir; St. Mark’s Handbells; Madeline Hamrick, Christian Souza, cantors; Delenn Rumbolo, 

soprano soloist; Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry and Organist 
 

Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Kelly Price; crucifer: David Ferner; acolyte: Brady Ferner; 

lectors: Meg Fielding, Kay Finlon, Emily Foley; ushers: Team C; greeters: Dave & Eileen Dunlap, 

Dale & Mary Lou Hopp, Tara Thompson; communion assistants: Layton Campbell, Susan Lakeman; 

communion helper: Catherine Metze; tabulators: Susan league, Dianne Thomas 

 

 
 

"Prepare the Royal Highway" ELW 264 This hymn was first published in the Swedish hymn 

book Svenska Psalm-Boken (1819). Frans Mikael Franzen (1772-1847) contributed twenty-nine 

hymns to this collection, this Advent hymn being one of them. Dr. Paul Westermeyer calls Franzen's 

hymn "a jubilant Scandinavian contribution to the church's hymnic heritage". The first stanza makes 

reference to Isaiah 40:3-5, where a royal highway is prepared for the King of Kings. Stanza three 

quotes Psalm 24:7-10, the gates are flung open for the king. The king's rule is peace, freedom, 

justice, truth and love. The seventeenth century Swedish folk tune BEREDEN VAG FOR 

HERRAN pairs nicely with Franzen's hymn.  
 

"Blessed Be the God of Israel" ELW 250 Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944), an American Episcopal priest, 

wrote this hymn in 1985 for a competition for new Advent hymns sponsored by The Hymn Society of 

America. It is a paraphrase of the Song of Zechariah in Luke 1:68-79, the Benedictus, the song of 

thanksgiving offered by Zechariah on the occasion of the circumcision of his son, John the Baptist. 

The canticle received its name from its first words in Latin ("Benedictus Dominus Deus Israel", 

"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel"). FOREST GREEN is an English folk tune, collected and notated 

by the great English composer Ralph Vaughan Williams (1871-1958), after he heard it sung by a 

man named Garman of Forest Green, near Ockley, Surrey. 

 

 
 

December 6, Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, (270-342) 

Though Nicholas is one of the church’s most beloved saints, little is known about his life. He was a 

bishop in what is now Turkey, and is reported to have been at the Council of Nicaea in 325. Stories 

that surround Nicholas tell of his love for God and neighbor, especially the poor. Nicholas’ legendary 

habit of secret gift-giving became the model for Sinterklaas, or Santa Claus. 
 

December 7, Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, (c.340-397) 

Born into a Christian family, Ambrose had not yet been baptized while serving as Roman governor in 

northern Italy. As governor, he traveled to Milan to quell conflict in the church, and was seen as a 

moderating force, to such a degree that both sides called for him to become the next bishop of 

Milan. Thinking himself unworthy, Ambrose fled and hid, but after encouragement by Emperor 



10 

 

Gratian, he was baptized and then consecrated bishop of Milan. Ambrose became a champion of 

Nicene trinitarian theology, and an opponent of Arianism. Ambrose was bishop when another young 

seeker, named Augustine, arrived in Milan. Ambrose’s preaching is credited with lead-ing Augustine 

to the Christian faith. Ambrose is credited with authorship of three ELW hymns, including the Advent 

hymn, Veni redemptor gentium (“Savior of the Nations, Come” ELW 263).  

        Adapted from Sunday and Seasons 
 

 
 

From the pastor –  

The Mecklenburg Board of County Commissioners has voted to require masks in religious 

settings, in addition to its Public Health Rule requiring face coverings in indoor public spaces 

regardless of vaccination status. Mecklenburg County urges all eligible people who are 

unvaccinated to get vaccinated to help slow the spread of Covid-19 and avoid further 

restrictions.  
 

Bishop Tim Smith and the NC Synod Council have also strongly encouraged congregations 

to follow the CDC guidelines for all persons to wear masks indoors. All of these leaders, 

state and church, urge people to be vaccinated “in the hope that increased vaccination levels 

will continue to reduce infection rates and additional restrictions will not be needed” 

(Mecklenburg/Charlotte Proclamation). 
 

St. Mark’s now requires masks to be worn in the building by all persons vaccinated or 

unvaccinated. We continue to allow congregational singing while wearing masks (worship 

leaders may unmask to lead worship); we also continue the current practice of Holy Communion 

in two ways; to allow fellowship with food and drink only outdoors on the patio (weather 

permitting); and to encourage people to be mindful of their distance around others. 

The Council also expresses agreement with the Synod’s statement that “congregations 

support vaccination efforts” and “communicate opportunities for vaccinations including the 

At-Home Vaccination program offered by the NCDHHS.” St. Mark’s Council recognizes that 

we must work together as a church with state and national agencies to encourage 

vaccination as a means to overcome this global pandemic. 
 

The church’s mission continues as we seek to share Christ’s light in a world that is suffering, 

fearful and anxious. We must continue to be a living sign of the hope that dwells in us 

through Jesus Christ (1 Peter 3:15). We have been blessed with grace and faith so that 

through our ministries others might find strength and peace in Christ Jesus. Let us walk in 

confident faith and act together with courage for others. 
 

In the grace and peace of Christ,  

Pastor Tim McKenzie  

pastortimsmlc@gmail.com  
 

 
 

Worship and Congregational Life 
 

Altar Flowers today are given to the Glory of God, in memory of Ed Marz by his wife, Joanne, and 
family. 
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Concert Today! Vespers at St. Mark’s: “The Glorious Sound of Christmas” Concert at 5 pm. Please 
join us. 
 

Join us during Advent and Christmas 
12/12 Advent 3: Service of Lessons and Carols at 10:30 am  
12/19 Advent 4: Queen City Ringers Concert, “Seasons of the Heart” at 5 pm  
Advent Midweek Services, Wednesdays 12/8, 12/15 at 12:15 pm and 7pm (7 pm service also online 
at www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/) 
During Advent, prepare your heart with prayer and song.  
12/24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 8 pm; Choir, Brass Quintet, Cantors and Organ. 
 

Poinsettias for Christmas  If you would like to sponsor a poinsettia with a memorial or dedication, 

you may do so by contacting the church office and providing the information. The cost is the same as 

last year and is $11.00. Please have your information and payment to the church office on or before 

December 19th. While you may have multiple memorials/dedications listed in the bulletin, we ask 

that each sponsoring individual, couple, or family be limited to one poinsettia so that all who may 

desire to take a plant home will have one available. Poinsettias may be picked up after the 

Christmas Eve service or by calling the church office to schedule an appointment. 
 

The Christian Education Hour is at 9:30 am on Sundays. Please join us as you are able. 
 

The Faith Forum class will study the lectionary readings for each Sunday during Advent. Everyone 

is invited to join us at 9:30 in the Large Conference Room to reflect on God's Word, as we wait for 

Christ's birth. We will meet each Sunday at 9:30 in the large conference room.  
 

Active Faith Sunday School Class Adults are invited to join in Room 210 for discussion on 

selected passages written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. All are welcome. 
 

“Hybrid Worship” is both in-person and online worship at the same time. The Holy Spirit gathers us 

both in-person and online as we continue to live together as the body of Christ during this pandemic. 
 

Online worship continues to be streamed every Sunday at 10:30 am on Facebook 

(http://www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/).  
 

Ushers for Sunday Worship  The ministry of ushering is a crucial part of worship because it is one 

of the most visible ministries in the Church. Please volunteer by contacting the church office or John 

Simon.  
 

St. Mark's Choir and Handbells. Wednesday evening rehearsals have resumed for our choir and 

handbell choir! St. Mark's Handbells 6:00-6:50 p.m. & St. Mark's Choir 7:00-8:30 p.m. Contact Les 

Ackerman for details:  Lackerman2@aol.com.  
 

St. Mark’s email list If you are not receiving emails from St. Mark’s, we may not have your correct 

email address. Please contact the church to let us know. We send at least 2 emails every week. 
 

Stewardship 
 

2022 Stewardship Campaign Share the Joy! Please prayerfully consider your 2022 pledge to 

Christ’s mission at St. Mark’s. Your pledge is important to St. Mark’s mission and may also be offered 

at any time. You may pick up a “Share the Joy” brochure in the Gathering Place, or pledge/donate 

online at our website, (http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/https://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-

you-wish-to-make-a-donation//do-you-with-to-make-a-donation/).We have been blessed to be a 

blessing to others!  

mailto:Lackerman2@aol.com
https://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-a-donation/
https://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-a-donation/
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You may use the QR code at left (hover your phone camera to connect) for immediate 

access to St. Mark’s website donation page. 

 

2022 Offering Envelopes will be in the Gathering Space next Sunday, 12/12. 
 

Altar Flower Sponsorship If you would like to sponsor live flowers for our Sunday worship service, 

please sign up on the calendar by the mailbox room or contact the church office. Remember a loved 

one or commemorate an event by donating altar flowers. If you would like to volunteer as flower 

coordinator, please let us know. 
 

Social Ministry 

We continue to remember the hungry and homeless through our social ministries. 
 

Habitat for Humanity!  Work continues on the home we and Charlotte Church Partners are building 

for Jerton Dixon.  We continue to need financial support for this important project.  Please consider 

designating money to go to support Habitat when making your offering to St. Mark's.  Contact Susan 

League for more information about how you can help.  704-533-2451. 
 

Loaves and Fishes  Please donate any time as the need for food remains. You can drop off 

donations at the choir room door Monday – Thursday from 10:00 to 2:00, or place them on the 

baker’s rack behind the door outside the mailroom when you come to church. Thank you for your 

continued support of this outreach to the hungry in the area. 
 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen continues every Thursday making bag lunches for 

distribution to our neighbors. If you would like to serve, please contact us. You may also support the 

Soup Kitchen through financial donations sent to the church, or through St. Mark’s online giving 

portal. Help us share God's love! 
 

Youth and Family Ministry 
 

December 11: Advent/Christmas Children's Church Zoom Time TBA. Families are invited to join 

virtually for children's church with Pastor Tim and Alex! 
 

December 18 Christmas Party! 11:30 am: Interested youth and parents can meet Alex at the 

Arboretum Cinebarre theater for an 11:40 am showing of Spider-Man 3. 3-7 pm: Christmas Party in 

the St. Mark's Youth Room for youth and adult chaperones! We will hang out, play with the new Air 

Hockey table, enjoy games and snacks, and have dinner together. We will also have some activities 

outside if weather permits.  
 

Announcements 
 

Scam Alert  We have again seen a rise in people posing as the pastor, asking for a reply to an email 

address that is not his legitimate gmail address. Please do not reply to any email that seems 

suspicious.  Also please know that the church staff will never ever solicit from you. If you are ever in 

doubt, please call the church (704-375-9185), or email the church office immediately 

(stmarkselca1001@gmail.com). Thank you. 
 

AA meets Monday nights, 7 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. 
 



13 

 

Facemasks  Masks are required for all persons to wear indoors, both vaccinated and unvaccinated. 

St. Mark's members have made colorful, washable, re-usable masks which are in the Narthex. 

Please feel free to use these as masks continue to be part of our lives. 

 

St. Mark’s Prayer List 

Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Jeffery Eckerd, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert 
Shirley, Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Jo Lammonds, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Mary Lou Kiser, 
Paul Davis, Jimmy Schwartz, Doris Dixon, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Carol Marion, Debbie 
Walden, Dene Shockley, Steven Hopp, Vann Milheim, Melissa, Renee, Shirley Larson, Diann Krewson, 
Ron Wenzel Sr., Lois Witham, Amanda Platt, Judy South, Asher Dugan, Hunter Everhart, Bill 
Thompson, Sarah Markham, Mindy Curley, Steve Rach, Oakley Coburn, and the residents of 
Matthews Glen.  
 

Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests 
(pastortimsmlc@gmail.com) 
 
 

 Readings for 12/12/2021,  
 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 Service of Lessons and Carols 
 Isaiah 40:1-8 

 Jeremiah 23:5-6 

 Zechariah 9:9-10 

 Haggai 2:6-9  

 Isaiah 35:1-6 

 Luke 1:26-35, 38 

 Mark 1:1-15 

 

 

 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love 
and comfort for you in times of trial. Would you contact us today? Pastor Tim 
(pastortimsmlc@gmail.com), or Lisa Barnette (stephenministrysmlc@gmail.com) 

 
 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
 
 
 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com 

 

Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry, 
Organist 

lackerman2@aol.com 

Alex English, Director of Youth and Family 
Ministry 

dymalexenglish@gmail.com 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
stmarkselca1001@gmail.com 

 

Jessie Craig, Financial Administrator 
saintmarksfinance@gmail.com 

Birthdays 

12/5     Judy Hopp 

12/5     Ann Danello 

12/6     Doris Dixon 

12/7     Grey Hamilton 

12/7     Marty Schwartz 

12/8     Tara Thompson 

12/8     Jay Jacob 

12/9     Mary Lou Kiser 

12/11   Joe Summer 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |  saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 
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