ReMarks

December 2021

St. Mark's Lutheran Church

“‘For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I,
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’”
(Luke 1:37-38)

The Pastor's Pen
Dear Friends in Christ,
It seems impossible that it is already December and the beginning of Advent. It also seems impossible that we
are still in the midst of a pandemic, while also struggling to find reconciliation within human community. This year,
Advent seems even more important than ever for our world. Though human community requires cooperation and
planning for it to thrive, we have become more aware of the brokenness of our individual humanity. As we near
the two-year mark of life during a pandemic, I am very aware that we need the gifts of one another in order that
we might walk together through this dark valley.
The message of Advent is tied to the story of Mary and God’s unfolding salvation story. Mary could not grasp how
she could be the bearer of the Son of God. The angel said to her, “For nothing will be impossible with God.” These
words inspired Mary to believe and to act upon the impossible. Mary replied, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord;
let it be with me according to your word.” Mary’s reply is the prototype of our faith. Mary allowed God’s grace to
act upon her, so that she could carry this grace to others throughout her life.
The words of Mary and the angel have inspired me since my youth, as I struggled to understand how the infinite
love of God could seek a home in our very finite and broken lives. The story of Christmas is a story of how God
restores the divine image in us through faith. Mary shows us that the uncontainable and infinite love of God could
dwell in her, and Jesus was born to show us what our humanity is truly capable of. Through the grace of God we
are each capable of bearing and acting upon the infinite love of God in our broken and finite lives in this world.
As you get ready for another Christmas during the pandemic ask yourself what you would be without the
knowledge of a Savior whose infinite grace dwells within you. To be honest, Christmas is not about the tree, the
wreaths or the presents, and certainly not about Santa as we have made him into the jolly life of the party.
Christmas is about the God for whom nothing is impossible.
Christmas is about a loving God who wants us to be part of the salvation story of the world. With God’s grace,
each of us has an unlimited gift to give through our limited time and lives. What would the world be like if we all
responded like Mary, “‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word”? It seems
impossible that we are still suffering in this world, but it is just possible that God is seeking to do marvelous things
through your hands, voice and life. Rejoice that a Savior is born who wishes to dwell in each of us, using us to
make God’s infinite love possible for others.
A blessed Advent and Christmas to you,
Pastor Tim McKenzie
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207 | 704.375.9185 | stmarkscharlotte.org
January 2022 ReMarks deadline is 12/20/21
Email articles/pictures to stmarkselca1001@gmail.com
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November
Council Highlights
The Congregational Council met at 7:00pm on November 8 in the church’s large conference room. Marc
Ginns led the group in devotions at the beginning of the meeting; he incorporated the presentation of the
new artwork for the Reception Room into the devotions.
Agenda topics:
Elections:
o The following council members were unanimously elected to serve on the Executive Committee:
o Steve Rach, council President
o Cliff Edahl, council Vice President
o Carol Goodall, council Secretary
Monthly Financial Update:
o Income was greater than budgeted for the month of October.
o YTD income is greater than budgeted while YTD expenses are lower than budgeted.
o If the pattern of current income and expenses continues through year end, a deficit is anticipated.
Property Report:
o Neil Dixon and Doug Milheim from the Property Committee were present to provide information to
council members and to answer questions.
o Plans are being made to clean the ceiling in the sanctuary prior to Christmas.
o Questions were asked pertaining to community use of the church building and costs to be
considered. The importance of the congregation supporting the ministry was emphasized.
o Questions were also asked about the larger property expenses with explanations provided.
Budget for 2022:
o Steve presented the current state of the planned budget for 2022 with comparisons to 2021 budget.
o As of November 7, 67 pledges have been received. The average per pledge amount has increased.
o The importance of balancing the budget without budgeting a deficit was discussed and emphasized;
options are being considered.
o A QR code has been added to the weekly bulletin that links to St. Mark’s web site to enable a
donation to be made using a phone.
Music Ministry:
o “The Glorious Sounds of Christmas”, the first of the Vespers at St Mark’s services, will be held on
December 5th.
o Attendees will receive a card, an ornament and information about the services and the schedules.
o The concert will be advertised on WDAV.
o There will be a free will offering.
Submitted by Carol Goodall

2021 Annual Report
Please have your annual reports to the church office by 12/31/21.
The full printed report will be available to the congregation on 1/9/21.
The annual congregational meeting is 1/23/22.
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Christian Education
Emily Foley Committee Chairperson
The Faith Forum class will study the lectionary readings for each Sunday
during Advent. Everyone is invited to join us at 9:30 in the Large
Conference Room to reflect on God's Word, as we wait for Christ's birth.
We will meet each Sunday at 9:30 in the large conference room.
Active Faith Sunday School Class Adults are invited to join in Room 210
at 9:30 for discussion on selected passages written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
All are welcome.

December Birthdays
12/1
12/5
12/5
12/6
12/7
12/7
12/8
12/8
12/9

Tom Tolbert
Judy Cox
Ann Danello
Doris Dixon
Grey Hamilton
Marty Schwartz
Tara Davenport
Jay Jacob
Mary Lou Kiser

12/11
12/12
12/13
12/14
12/14
12/15
12/16
12/16
12/19

12/20
12/20
12/23
12/25
12/25
12/25
12/27
12/27

Joe Summer
Jonathan Lakeman
Sarah Lindberg
Emily Reinke
Palmer Stevenson
Kathleen Williams
Astrid Doyne
Ashley Frusti
Eric Timm

Carol Milheim
Warren Miller IV
Ben McCall
Tyler Andujar
Philip Foust
Marc Ginns
Sally McCauley
Erin English

Altar Flowers
FOR

2022

The 2022 calendar is up! If you
would like to sponsor live flowers for
our Sunday worship service, please
sign up on the calendar by the
mailbox room or contact the church
office. Remember a loved one or
commemorate an event by donating
altar flowers.
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Congregational Life
Kay Sehorn Committee Chairperson
Love Circle to meet at 11:00!
Please mark your calendars. All future circle meetings will
begin at 11:00 am. Our next meeting is on Wednesday,
December 8 in the Large Conference Room.
Everyone is invited to join us for Bible study and fellowship.

"On November 4 members and friends of St. Mark's at Aldersgate met in the Schwartz home
for a time of fellowship and conversation. Pictured are John, Dynva, Flora, Barbara, Bill and
Pastor Tim. Also pictured is a wooden Holy Communion set made by Bill Schwartz for the
Aldersgate chapel. St. Mark's also has a marvelous Communion set made by Bill. It was a
good time of fellowship."
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Social Ministry
Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson
Susan Ginns received this grateful email, after delivering the food items
donated by St. Mark's members on 11/22/21:
"Wow! Your donation of 107 pounds will go a long way to feed our
neighbors in need. Experiencing a pandemic, the past few months have
been trying for all of us, as we navigate through this time to the best of
our abilities. Our staff, volunteers, donors, and partners keep showing
up, day after day, serving in any way possible to take care of neighbors
who need us. This team effort allowed us to serve over 120,000
neighbors in need last year!

A Loaves & Fishes client, Katie, recently picked up food boxes to feed her family at a mobile pantry. 'I just
wanted to reach out and thank you. My family of 4 got food from you yesterday for the first time as CMS
was closed. I literally cried after opening all the food. My daughter said her heart was filled with so much
joy. Thank you all so much for helping our family during this hard time. We appreciate all you do, and I look
forward to giving back one day.' Thanks to you, moms like Katie won’t have to worry about how to feed
their children during this difficult time.
Again, thank you for thinking of those who work the front lines providing nutritious food for our neighbors in
need.
In service, Lindsey Silliman, Community Engagement Coordinator"
From the Loaves & Fishes Newsletter, Written by Tina Postel, CEO:
"Each number below represents a neighbor that will have a full plate this holiday thanks to your
support.
Served through pantries and grocery home deliveries: 3,958 individuals
Served through food shares: 2,177 individuals
Served through meal delivery: 367 regular daily meal recipients plus 82 who needed additional holiday
meals
TOTAL: 6,584 individuals
Food by no means solves some of the deeper, complex challenges people are facing but I do know a
warm, healthy meal is always a good place to start. My heart is full of gratitude thanks to the extraordinary
volunteers and donors like each of you. Whenever, wherever more help is needed you roll up your sleeves
and deliver. Pandemics and stalled supply chains are no match for your compassion and dedication."
The need is ongoing for families with low income or no income. Please remember to help by adding an item
or two to your cart and bringing them to our baker's rack behind the door next to the mail room. Thank you
for your continued support of this outreach.
"When I was hungry you gave me food"
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Stewardship
Gretchen Dodge Committee Chairperson

Share the Joy,
Share Your Blessings
The Gospel of Matthew has a story about sharing our blessings. It takes place when Jesus is up
on the Mount of Olives sitting with his disciples. They ask him about the coming of the Kingdom of
God, because none of them really understood what it was. Following the parable of the three
servants in chapter 25, Jesus describes what it will be like when the Son of Man comes as King.
This is what he says is required of the righteous, beginning in verse 35.
“I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a drink; I was a stranger and you received
me in your homes, naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you took care of me, in prison and
you visited me.”
The disciples asked, “When, Lord, did we ever see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give
you a drink? When did we ever see you as a stranger and welcome you in our homes, or naked
and clothe you? When did we ever see you sick or in prison, and visit you?”
Here’s his reply, “I tell you, whenever you did this for one of the least important of these brothers
of mine, you did it for me!” (Good News Bible, Matthew 25:35-40)
This is a stewardship message for all Christians. The truth is, it is not about giving to the church,
but about the church giving itself away. This is where we encounter God’s grace, serving others in
Christ’s name. St. Mark’s serves others when we feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, and visit
those in prison through our social ministry outreach. Our worship service refreshes our spirits with
beautiful music. Our youth and family events provide fellowship opportunities we’re all looking
forward to restarting. God trusts us to continue sharing our gifts in service to others. Please help
to make this possible. Now that a new year is coming, let’s resolve as volunteers and through our
pledges of support, to be joyful stewards in 2022.
Simply pray. Dear Lord, Bless the many saints of St. Mark’s. I’m grateful to them. Help me share
my gifts in your service. May everyone in need know there’s always hope. I ask this in Christ’s
name, Amen.
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Finance
Executive Committee
2021 Financial Update
Below is the year-to-date financial status as of October 31. Compared to the September 30 report,
our deficit against budget has improved, but is still high at $42,916.
Contributions
Expenses
Net income/loss

Budget
$ 408,366
($488,958)
($ 80,592)

Actual
$ 429,700
($472,616)
($ 42,916)

Difference
+$ 21,334
+$ 16,343
+$ 37,676

Did you know that St. Mark’s Lutheran Church accepts gifts and pledges in the form of
appreciated stock?
Many members choose to satisfy their pledge or make additional gifts to St. Mark’s with the gift of
appreciated stock from their portfolio or even an IRA. There are many reasons to donate appreciated
stock -- some of which are tax benefits, cash flow benefits, and increased generosity to St. Mark’s.
There are many advantages to you and St. Mark’s if you choose to donate appreciated stock. The
past 5 years have seen unprecedented returns in the stock market and many folks have stock that
has appreciated very nicely. It’s not uncommon to hear of 100%-200% gains. If you sold that stock,
you would owe capital gains taxes. However, if you donate appreciated stock, you avoid capital gains
taxes, earn a tax deduction for the entire value of stock donated, and St. Mark’s is the beneficiary of
your generosity.
Likewise, for those of us over 70 ½ who have traditional IRA’s, one can make a distribution directly to
St. Mark’s from their IRA that satisfies part (or all) of your required minimum distribution (RMD) for
the year while at the same time avoiding income taxes on that distribution. Again, St. Mark’s benefits
from your generosity.
To learn how to make a gift of appreciated stock to St. Mark’s, contact the Church Financial
Secretary who will direct you.
We are not giving tax advice and with any donation or tax matter, please contact your tax preparer or
CPA for the best advice.

Did you know?
You may pledge or give offerings during worship, or online at our website. You may also use
the QR code to the left (simply hover your phone camera over the code, connecting to
immediate access to St. Mark’s website donation page).

Sharing our gifts is important to St. Mark’s ongoing mission. A pledge is a prayerful commitment to giving
in response to God’s grace. A pledge may be offered at any time, but pledges help a congregation
establish a responsible budget for the coming year. A pledge is a prayerful commitment to giving in
response to God’s grace. A pledge may be offered at any time, but pledges help a congregation
establish a responsible budget for the coming year.
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Youth & Children
Alex English Director of Youth Ministry
Congratulations to our Graduates
Claire Dixon will graduate with Honors from the University of South Carolina's College of Engineering and
Computing and Honors College with a Bachelor's degree in Mechanical Engineering on December 13, 2021.
Marshall Payne will graduate from the University of North Carolina Wilmington’s Cameron School of
Business with a Bachelor’s degree in Business and Supply Chain Management on December 11, 2021.

Fall Retreat
On November 12-14, youth members and adult leaders attended a Fall Retreat to Lutheridge. While adhering
to special Covid protocols, participants had a wonderful weekend full of Bible study, worship, games, meals,
and exploring the campgrounds. Over four sessions, we read and discussed Jesus' Sermon on the Mount
found in Matthew 5-7. Our youth had many insightful things to say and we had great discussions. Thank you
to Susan Lakeman for helping to lead the retreat.

Oliver wanted to play
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Youth & Children
Alex English Director of Youth Ministry
Christmas Trees and Nativity Stable!
On November 28, youth members, parents, and a few college students worked together to put up the
Christmas trees at the high altar and the Nativity stable out front. Thank you to everyone who helped!

December Schedule
December 11: Advent/Christmas Children's Church Zoom
Time TBA. Families are invited to join virtually for children's church with Pastor Tim and Alex!
December 18 Christmas Party!
11:30 am: Interested youth and parents can meet Alex at the Arboretum Cinebarre theater for an 11:40
am showing of Spider-Man 3.
3:00-7:00 pm: Christmas Party in the St. Mark's Youth Room for youth and adult chaperones! We will
hang out, play with the new Air Hockey table, enjoy games and snacks, and have dinner together. We
will also have some activities outside if weather permits.
Oliver wanted to play
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Gifts & Memorials
Jay Jacob Committee Chairperson
In Memory of Robert & Alta Eger

In Memory of Jimmy Basinger

Beth Rogerson - Gifts & Memorials

John & Marilyn Graham - Congregational Life

In Memory of Alta Eger

In Memory of Betty Basinger

Gene & Marie Daniels - Gifts & Memorials
Sarah P. East - Habitat for Humanity
Donn & Dottie Toney - Gifts & Memorials
Barry & Rachel Fulp - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of John Foust
Joanne Marz - Gifts & Memorials
John & Marilyn Graham - Congregational Life

In Memory of Joyce Campbell
Karen & Terry Barbee - Soup Kitchen
Kimberly Nooe - Gifts & Memorials

John & Marilyn Graham - Congregational Life

In Memory of Eunice Harrinton
(Jane McCall's mother)
John & Marilyn Graham - Congregational Life

In Memory of Elizabeth B. Gordy
The Conner Family - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Stuart Dixon
Mac & Honey McAnally - Youth Ministry

In Honor of Dene Schockley's
101st Birthday
John & Marilyn Graham - Congregational Life

Poinsettias for Christmas
If you would like to sponsor a poinsettia with a memorial
or dedication, you may do so by contacting the church
office and providing the information. The cost is the same
as last year and is $11.00. Please have your information
and payment to the church office on or before December
19th. While you may have multiple memorials/dedications
listed in the bulletin, we ask that each sponsoring
individual, couple, or family be limited to one poinsettia so
that all who may desire to take a plant home will have one
available. Poinsettias may be picked up after the
Christmas Eve service or by calling the church office to
schedule an appointment.
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson
December Serving Schedule
Crucifer/Acolyte

Prayer Assistants

Greeters

12/5 C/A: Brooks Stevenson
12/12 C: David Ferner
A: Brady Ferner
12/19 C/A: Maddie Thompson
11/24 C: Jonathan Lakeman
A: Michael Lakeman
12/26 C: TBD
A: Andrew Puky

12/5
12/12
12/19
12/24
12/26

12/5

Ushers

12/5 Lisa Barnette
12/12 Meg Fielding
Kay Finlon, Emily Foley
12/19 Judy Frye
12/24 Carol Goodall
12/26 Jonathan Lakeman

Team C: Tom Sehorn,
Benny Cox, Hannah Crosby,
Nick Crosby, Mindy Curley,
Karen Covington, Roger
Kuznia

Dave Dunlap
Kelly Price
Maddie Thompson
Pastor McKenzie
Bill Schwartz

12/19
12/24
12/26

Lectors

Communion Assistants
12/5
12/12

Tabulators

Communion Helpers

12/5

12/5
12/12
12/19
12/24
12/26

Janice Miller,
Alan Harms
12/12 Susan League,
Dianne Thomas
12/19 Joe Barrett,
Alan Harms
11/28 David Platt,
Charles Lakeman

12/12

Sandy Rach
Catherine Metze
Kay Finlon
Kay Finlon
Richard Cansler

Joanne Marz, Ted Seman,
David Thomason
Eileen Dunlap,
Mark & Diane Thornton
Neil & Charlotte Dixon
Charles & Susan Lakeman
Volunteers needed
Dale & Mary Lou Hopp
Susan League

12/19
12/24
12/26

Ruth Barrett,
Carol Goodall
Layton Campbell,
Susan Lakeman
Ken Hazen,
Maddie Thompson
Gretchen Payne,
A.J. Pridgen
Ruth Barrett,
Cliff Edahl

December 1, 8, & 15
12:15 & 7 pm at St. Mark's
and live on Facebook.

Midweek Services

All are welcome - Together we are
the body of Christ!
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

Reformation Day 2021, Choir,
Brass Quintet and Timpani

Sam Sparrow, Clarinetist, All
Saints Sunday 2021

Mid-Carolinas Handbell Festival,
St. Mark’s Handbell Choir

Reformation Day 2021
Micah Hein, Amy
Woodall, Cantors

All Saints Sunday 2021

St. Mark’s Handbell Ringers:
Catherine Metz, Marcia
Newlin, Les Ackerman

Charlotte Symphony Brass,
Reformation Day 2021

All Saints Sunday 2021

St. Mark’s Handbell Ringers,
Flora Chance, Sara Poplin,
Gretchen Dodge, Ashley Knoy
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

Christ the King- St. Mark’s
Choir tenors & basses

Pastor Tim with the English
family and sponsors, the
Foley family

"In the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit"

Gabriel Slesinger, Trumpeter,
Christ the King

Christ the King: St. Mark’s Choir
sopranos and altos

Arden English, Baptism,
Christ the King

The English family

Dress Rehearsal: Vespers at St. Mark’s
“The Glorious Sounds of Christmas”

Thanksgiving Eve 2021

You can see these recorded worship services at https//www.SaintMarksCharlotte.org/
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing
"For All the Saints, Who From Their Labors Rest" ELW 422
This hymn was written by William How (1823-1897) an Anglican Bishop, first published in a collection
entitled Hymns for Saints' Days, and Other Hymns, By a Layman (London, 1864). A passage from
Hebrews 12 is the inspiration: "since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight...and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us." American hymnologist and
composer Austin Lovelace adds his insight: "the hymn gives thanks for the saints of old, makes a prayer
that we may be found faithful, and acknowledges the unity of the whole Church in heaven and on earth in
the mystical body of Christ, a picture of the church in holy warfare, and a vision of the victorious Church."
The tune SINE NOMINE ("without a name") is one of four original hymn tunes written anonymously by
Ralph Vaughan Williams, first published in the English Hymnal (1906)

"Give to Our God Immortal Praise" ELW 848
This hymn is from The Psalms of David Imitated in the Language of the New Testament (1719) by the
great English hymn writer Isaac Watts (1674-1748). Based on Psalm 136, the original eight stanzas have
been reduced to our three, including an altered repeating refrain "Wonders of grace to God belong," which
follows the Hebrew pattern of repetition of a line as the basic thrust of the psalm. In the psalm the refrain is
"for his steadfast love endures forever" repeated twenty-six times. The tune DUKE STREET was probably
written by another Englishman, John Hatton (d. 1793), who lived on Duke Street in St. Helen's,
Lancashire.

"We Praise You, O God" ELW 870
was written in 1902 by Julia C. Cory (1882-1963) at the request of the organist J. Arthur Gibson of the
Brick Presbyterian Church in New York City. It was intended to "replace" the Thanksgiving hymn "We
Gather Together" which he thought too "Old Testament, militaristic and unchristian". Cory's hymn was first
sung on Thanksgiving Day in 1902, to the sixteenth century Dutch tune KREMSER.

"Savior of the Nations, Come" ELW 263,
comes to us from Ambrose of Milan (340-397 A.D.), who is often referred to as the father of Latin hymnody
or church song. Paul Westermeyer writes: "Ambrose was not the first to write hymns, but his hymns were
the first ones the church found worth keeping." This hymn rings the keynote for Advent, with six stanzas
providing opportunity to proclaim God's purpose in sending the Messiah and our response to this Good
News. The hymn was translated into German by Martin Luther in 1523 and the translation begins, NUN
KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND (the tune name). Martin Luther is certainly revered for his reforming
activities, writing, teaching and work as a pastor, but he also wrote and adapted many hymn tunes to
accommodate his hymn texts, this hymn being a probable collaboration with publisher and colleague
Johann Walter (1496-1560).

Page 14

VESPERS AT
ST. MARK’S

"THE GLORIOUS SOUNDS
OF CHRISTMAS"
Charlotte Festive Brass,
Organ and Percussion

Sunday, December 5, 2021 5:00 p.m.
Lester Ackerman, Organist
David Mills, Conductor
Masks are required.
A free-will offering will be taken.

Let us rejoice, in our carols, hymns
and anthems, that the good purpose
of God is being mightily fulfilled.
Let us celebrate the promise that our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will
bring all people and all things into
the glory of God’s eternal kingdom.

Sunday, December 12, 10:30 am at
St. Mark's and live on Facebook.

Bell Concert Sunday,
December 19 at 5:00 pm.
Christmas music to put you in
the Holiday spirit!!
Masks are required.

Christmas Eve

Candlelight Service
8:00 pm
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Congregational Life
Kay Sehorn Committee Chairperson
Parish Life around St. Mark's
Jacob Wenzel has been continuing
to share his gifts by working on a
video about St. Mark’s for our
website and social media. We have
marvelous drone video footage in,
above and around the church
building. Thank you Jacob!

On November 28th the Congregational Life Committee distributed “Advent Bags” containing an
Advent devotional book titled “Heaven and Earth Sing”, homemade cookies and a schedule of
upcoming events. Thank you to Karen Feezor, Susan Lakeman (photographer), Kay Sehorn and
Dianne Thomas for reminding us to make Advent a season of prayer!
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