ReMarks

October 2021

St. Mark's Lutheran Church

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called
you out of darkness into his wonderful light." (1 Peter 2:9)

The Pastor's Pen
Dear Friends in Christ,
On October 31st, Reformation Day, we remember the good news that we are justified by grace through faith. This
month we celebrate that in Christ we are “a royal priesthood” giving thanks for all God’s gracious gifts. In every
chapter of lives – in childhood, teen years, and every stage of adulthood, God blesses and strengthens us for
mission and service.
The legacy of the Reformation is this: in Christ we are a royal priesthood of all believers who are also servants of
all. All of us have a witness to make in each and every stage of our human journey. Christ frees us by grace so
that we might serve others as light in the midst of a dark world.
The priesthood of all believers is central to our Christian identity because it means that all of us have a God-given
vocation. God calls and chooses human beings so that we might experience the joy of serving those in need. In
Christ, we are recreated by grace that liberates us from sin and death, so that freed, we can live and work daily
with hope and joy.
This month the Stewardship Campaign offers an opportunity to respond to God’s grace by giving generously from
our abundance to God’s mission at St. Mark’s. I encourage you to prayerfully consider your 2022 pledge to ensure
that ministry in Christ’s name continues at St. Mark’s. The priesthood of all believers means that all of us have a
role to play in the ministries of this congregation. How is Christ calling you to serve others at St. Mark’s? We will
offer our pledges to the glory of God on Reformation Sunday.
On October 24th, the young people of St. Mark’s will lead Youth Sunday Worship, witnessing to the new creation
Christ is making in them. Young people are the future of the church, and their witness to us today helps them
mature into their gifts in the priesthood of all believers. St. Mark’s Fall Congregational Meeting will also be held on
this Sunday as we gather to prayerfully elect new members to St. Mark’s Congregation Council, a living sign of the
priesthood of all believers.
Finally, we will gather on October 31st to celebrate Reformation Sunday with brass, timpani, organ and choir, as
we give thanks for God’s grace that makes all people – ethnicities, nations, genders, and identities – into one
royal priesthood sharing our diversity of gifts to the glory of God. Make October a month to live as light in the
darkness by sharing your gifts with others!
In the grace and peace of Christ Jesus,
Pastor Tim McKenzie
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207 | 704.375.9185 | stmarkscharlotte.org
November 2021 ReMarks deadline is 10/18/21
Email articles/pictures to stmarkselca1001@gmail.com

Page 1

September Council Highlights
COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS:
The Congregational Council met on the evening of September 13 in the large conference room at the
church. Lowell Engelhard led the group in devotions at the beginning of the meeting.
Agenda topics:
Financial Update:
Year-to-date finances are overall mixed but doing pretty well all things considered. Income
remains slightly higher than budgeted while expenses remain lower.
Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Tim shared an update regarding church schedule for the remainder of the year including a
look into 2022! Great things are in the works.
Doser Endowment:
As a recommendation from the Endowment committee, council formally approved the William and
Mabel Doser Music Outreach Endowment.
By-laws/Constitution:
The constitution and by-laws draft for the Synod is complete. Only a few outstanding items
remain. Goal is to submit to the Synod for review at their December meeting and then seek
congregational approval at the January congregational meeting.
Family Ministry Search Report
Steve shared an update related on the Family Ministry search.
Council Nominating Committee Report
Chris shared an update on the search for council nominees. Several nominees have agreed to
run and work remains ongoing to find several additional nominees. Votes will be held at the
October congregational meeting (October 24).
Parking Lot Lease:
The church recently received an inquiry from Atrium Health on our parking lot.
Atrium Health is submitting request for expanding the building on Edgehill. As such, they are
looking at extending/developing a new parking lot lease agreement. Income should be higher
from this new agreement.
Submitted by Christopher Miller
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The President s Posts
By Lowell Engelhard
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Christian Education
Emily Foley Committee Chairperson
Pastor Tim's Midweek Series
This series continues the Images of Christ series
of last fall, but with a new theme that will make
use of images of Christ and the cross from many
historical, cultural and ethnic contexts, realizing
that in the cross Christ has dwelt in all of
humanity. This series will be available by email
and on St. Mark's homepage
(https://saintmarkscharlotte.org).

Our Faith Forum members invite you to
join us for an in depth study of Martin
Luther. We will read selections from
Freedom of a Christian, one of Luther's
important writings. The class will also
watch videos on his life and examine how
his ideas changed the world. This
discussion will continue each Sunday through November 21 in room #215 at 9:30.
Active Faith Class meets in room #210 at 9:30. A class for all adults! Each class begins with an
icebreaker question to help the class get to know one another better before jumping into the
curriculum.

Director of Family Ministry Search Update
September 28, 2021
Team Members: Steve Rach, Chair; Tara Thompson; Susan Ginns, Susan Lakeman, Michael Huang,
Charles Lakeman
The team searching for a Director of Family Ministry (DFM) has been meeting for a couple of months and
has made good progress so far. Our first task was to discern a vision for youth and family ministry at St.
Mark’s – where do we want to be in 3, 5 years from now? What do we want our family ministry program to
look like? How should we be equipping our young people to live lives of faith in an increasingly turbulent
world? With that in mind, we have been able to develop a set of skills, gifts and attributes that we are looking
for in candidates for the DFM, along with a description of tasks and responsibilities for the position. We have
distributed this document through the North Carolina Synod, various ELCA colleges and seminaries, job
boards, connections of the team members and on our website (https://saintmarkscharlotte.org/director-offamily-ministry-search/).
We are now starting to look for applicants and we need your help. First and foremost, please pray for us in
this task and for candidates who might consider this ministry. This is a vital ministry for St. Mark’s. We have
a vision of a vibrant and energetic ministry as a central element of the life of the congregation and we can
only get there with God’s help. Also, if you know of someone who might be a good candidate or who might
know good candidates; if you might be able to suggest other places to look or communication channels to
use, please let us know. For any further information, please contact any of the team members.
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Congregational Life
Kay Sehorn Committee Chairperson

St. Mark's Book Group
The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet on Thursday,
October 28, at 10 am in the large conference room. A Zoom
link will also be available for the meeting.
Our book is Billie Heartwing by Albert L. Dulin. We are
privileged to have the author to join us and discuss his work,
which is the story of the Women Airforce Service Pilots
(WASPS) in World War II, specifically regarding Billie
Heartwing and a journalist who seeks her out in later years
and gets the full story of her incredible exploits.

BOOK & PUZZLE SWAP SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10

★ Bring your unwanted books and puzzles to the Gathering Place any Sunday through October 10.
★ This includes fiction and nonfiction books and puzzles for all ages.
★ Leave them in the big green Book Swap box.
★ Take as many books and puzzles home as you like when you leave church on October 10.
★ They're yours, even if you didn’t bring anything to swap.
★ Enjoy your new books and puzzles!
★ Remaining books will be donated to Christian Library International, http://cli.world
Sponsored by St. Mark’s Library Committee

Clergy
Appreciation
Day is Oct. 10!
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Social Ministry
Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson
LOAVES & FISHES: SOME SUGGESTIONS YOU MAY NOT HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT
* Boxed mac & cheese that DOES NOT require milk and butter
* Any canned item with POP TOP LID
* Salt, pepper, spices and herbs
* Sugar & flour
* Tea bags & instant coffee
* Stove top stuffing
* Dish washing detergent
* Cake mix & canned frosting (this may seem frivolous but if you have a child with a
birthday it's priceless)
All other non-breakable non-perishable items always welcome
The need is ongoing for families with low income or no income. Please remember to help by adding an
item or two to your cart and bringing them to our baker's rack behind the door next to the mail room.
Thank you for your continued support of this outreach.
"When I was hungry you gave me food"

For October, we are helping Refugee Support Services
obtain enough fire extinguishers to give to families.
Safety begins at home and providing a simple fire extinguisher can help keep our neighbors safe. We often
forget how this simple object can help a family stay safe.
We are hoping to provide 40 extinguishers this month. You can have them shipped to your house and bring
them to church or you can ship them to Eileen Dunlap, who will see that they are delivered. Please order the
exact same model as shown and listed in the Amazon link below.
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00002ND64/?
coliid=I731ZYLH2Z68S&colid=CQFDWM3Z345Y&psc=1&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
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Social Ministry
Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson
Habitat for Humanity Fall Build 2021 begins October 2.
More information will follow or you can contact Susan League at 704-533-2451. All support, financial
and otherwise, is greatly appreciated!! Jerton Dixon, below, is the homeowner for the Habitat Build 2021.

Jerton Dixon

Jerton was born and raised here in Charlotte. He is a proud West Charlotte alum and graduate of
Winston Salem State University. Jerton’s family remains in the area, and when he is not working
he enjoys spending time with his family and friends. When Jerton shared the news of his approval
for homeownership with his dad, he was happy and proud of Jerton. This past year has been
tough on Jerton’s family with the loss of two of his grandparents and he wishes they were here to
see him achieve such a major milestone.
Jerton works as a Customer Success Specialist with a local bank. He selected the property on
Remington to be close to family that live near Johnson C. Smith University. So far Jerton has
really enjoyed working sweat equity hours in the ReStore and meeting a lot of folks in the
program. He excited to get started with construction. Fun fact about Jerton, he is a “PK” more
commonly known as a Preacher’s Kid and has a strong faith.
Jerton is looking forward to purchasing his home. The rising cost of rent has made it difficult for
him to save and find the stability he desires. He wants to open a food truck one day, and
hopefully his affordable mortgage will allow him the space to save and make that dream a reality.
He was led to apply with us after encouragement from seeing friends and family members apply.
He loved the idea of being able to help build his own home and felt that Habitat was the program
to do that. He is most looking forward to having more space, a yard to work in, and a front porch
to relax on with friends and family.
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Social Ministry
Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson
SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
The Congregational Life and Social Ministry
Committees collected school supplies for
the 1st graders at Merry Oaks International
Academy. Laura Wenzel is a teacher there
and is pictured with Pastor Tim receiving a
check from St. Mark's for $1,213.48! Thank
you for your generosity helping children
learn and discover!

On God's Work, Our Hands
Sunday, September 12th, we
gathered to write notes of
encouragement to the
students and teachers at
Merry Oaks and do other
service activities.
Ice cream bars were provided
by the Congregational Life
committee.

On September 19th, the
supplies and cards were
blessed and sent. Personal
backpacks, bags, and
briefcases that were
brought were blessed also,
a reminder that our hands
carry out God's work.
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Stewardship
Gretchen Dodge Committee Chairperson

FALL STEWARDSHIP APPEAL: SHARE THE JOY!
During the months of lockdown, when we were unable to worship in our familiar setting, we found electronic
means to overcome our separation. Throughout this year and a half we trusted in the Lord. We took comfort
in the words of the Psalmist, “He gave us strength and our hearts rejoiced.” (Psalm 28) When the months of
isolation finally ended, we felt delight in our reunion, smiling under our masks.
Joy has a rightful place in worship and Lutheran doctrine. In our prayers we’ve prayed to the Lord as the
“wellspring of joy;” or acknowledged God has prepared, “joys beyond understanding for us.” We sing hymns
that frequently reflect this sentiment. Martin Luther believed in serving God with a happy heart. To him,
“laughter and humor were some of the flowers that grew from the stem of peace with God.” Our youth and
children’s programs ring with laughter. St. Mark’s has a long tradition of cheerfully serving our neighbors.
We maintain these ministries in spite of the pandemic.
What Martin Luther found in Paul’s letters is that, through faith in Christ, an exchange takes place of Christ’s
righteousness for our sins. In Paul’s words, “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.” (I Corinthians 5:21) Now clothed in the perfect
righteousness of Christ, Luther called this transformation the “joyful exchange.” With Christ now sharing our
sins, we may live as God intends us to live, as loving neighbors with compassion, forgiveness and mercy.
EXCITING PROGRAMS
With faith, courage and joy in our hearts, we’re planning three new exciting programs. In the coming year
we will inaugurate a new Youth and Family Ministry. This will be an exciting adventure in forming the lives of
our youth. The recruitment process for a new director has begun. Our beloved Alex English will resign in
January. Our music ministry is expanding to include a concert series. The first concert will be on Sunday,
December 5. Look for more announcements in the coming months. The recent purchase of our new timpani
is exciting news. Its dramatic sound will enhance our worship experience. A new outreach called Global
Ministry will begin planning informative programs in 2022. You will want to be involved in their activities. This
ministry is being revived after a long slumber.
All the new programs we’re planning will provide even more opportunities for others to share their time and
abilities. We are proud of the faithful service of all the current volunteers. Without their support none of our
ministries could function.. We never have enough volunteers. To meet this need, recently we held an event
over two Sundays called God’s Work Our Hands: Volunteer Opportunities. In addition, there will be an
online volunteer opportunity form accessible from our St. Mark’s web page. Look for the announcement with
the launch date.
Continued on next page
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Stewardship
Gretchen Dodge Committee Chairperson
Continued from previous page
FALL STEWARDSHIP APPEAL: SHARE THE JOY!
STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES
Our 2022 pledge drive will culminate on Reformation Sunday, October 31. During that service you will be
invited to offer your financial pledge for the coming year. Your commitment form is included in the “Share
the Joy” brochure you will receive in the mail. However, you may choose to pledge online through your
Realm account. It is through Christ and in his name that we joyfully and thankfully offer our gifts and
ourselves. “Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, rejoice.” (Phillippians 4:4)

Dear Members and Friends -Thank you for your steadfast financial support for the mission and ministry of St. Mark’s. You will
recall that the Congregation approved a deficit budget for 2021 which reflected essential expenses
as well the ongoing challenges brought about by the pandemic. We are pleased to report to you
that, through August, our giving has been better and our expenses have been lower than
budgeted. As a result, the budgeted deficit has been reduced from $58,000 to $40,000. The
details are summarized below:
Year to date (as of August 31st) –
Budget

Actual

Difference

Contributions

$ 332,808

$ 340,121

+$ 7,313

Expenses

($391,167)

($380,041)

+$11,126

Net income/loss

($ 58,359)

($ 39,920)

+$18,439

Although the above represents “good news”, we anticipate that our ministry expenses will continue
to exceed the budgeted income. Therefore, entering this last quarter, we ask you to prayerfully
consider adding an additional amount above what you normally give in order to reduce (and
hopefully eliminate) the remaining deficit. We believe that finishing the year in a “balanced” state is
critical for positioning St. Mark’s to engage in planned ministries in 2022 and beyond.
Thank you for your faithfulness and generosity. Together we are the body of Christ in mission for
the world.
The Executive Committee
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Youth & Children
Alex English Director of Youth Ministry
Youth Lock-Out September 24! The youth gathered for a pizza dinner, then participated in a Prayer Reflection activity
and a game of “Frisbee Rain” on the church lawn. They were joined by Tara Thompson, Charles and Susan Lakeman,
and Pastor Tim and Mari. Oliver attempted to help the adults’ team by moving center line in their favor.

The youth explored the meaning of prayer in their lives.

Maddie was “reffing”

The church yard is a playful place!

Adults versus youth

Charles takes this
game seriously!

Pastor can throw a frisbee!

Oliverwanted
wantedtotoplay
play
Oliver

And “coaching”

So does Pastor!

How many kids does it take to
get the yarn from Oliver???
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Youth & Children
Alex English Director of Youth Ministry
Children's Family Activities
Because of the high Covid numbers, and because children are ineligible for the vaccine, we are
postponing the start of the children's Sunday School program. We look forward to engaging children's
families in other fun and worthwhile ways!
October 9: Children’s Church
Theme: Reformation
10:30 am via Zoom
October: Children will receive a gift book in the mail
November: Families will receive a craft/activity packet
in the mail for family fun
November 20: Children’s Family Thanksgiving Picnic
11:00 am-12:30 pm at Edgehill Park
Advent and Christmas Activities are TBD

Youth October Schedule
October 3, 17, and 31 at 9:30: High School Sunday School in the Youth Room
October 10 and 24 at 9:30: Confirmation Class in the Fellowship Hall
October 17: Youth Sunday Rehearsal in the Sanctuary. 11:45-1:00. A snack will be provided.
October 24: Youth Sunday! Youth will lead most parts of the worship service.

October Birthdays
10/1
10/4
10/5
10/5
10/5
10/7
10/7
10/7
10/8
10/10

Dale Hopp
John Graham
Doris Phillips
Steve Rach
David Simpson
Cynthia Miles
Katarina Miles
Michael Lakeman
Ashley Ginns
Susan Lakeman

10/12
10/13
1014
10/16
10/16
10/17
10/17
10/17
10/19
10/20
10/20

Jane McCall
Madeleine Thompson
Matthew Williams
Robert Hazen
Joe Schock
Phoebe Droege
Patrick Huang
Jule Wilt
Virginia Edahl-Molan
Eddie Goodall
Kelly Price

10/21
10/23
10/23
10/24
10/25
10/26
10/26
10/26
10/26
10/26

Arden English
Harry Kendrick
Shelley Mobley
Tim Niedermeier
Alice FuHua Wenzel
Robert Adden
Marshall Payne, Jr.
Grace Rathkamp
Glen Stone
Jacob Stone

Page 12

Gifts & Memorials
Jay Jacob Committee Chairperson
In Memory of Scott McCauley

In Memory of John W. Foust

Richard & Millie Cansler - Gifts & Memorials
Sarah Ingle - Gifts & Memorials
Joanne Marz - St. Mark's Seniors
Woody & Cyndi Cox - Pastor's Discretionary Fund
Scott & Melody Howarth - Pastor's Discretionary
Fund
Stan & Gigi Hankins - Social Ministry
Larry Dagenhart, Sr. - Gifts & Memorials
Barbara Baker - Property Fund

Larry Dagenhart, Sr. - Gifts & Memorials
Sarah Ingle - Gifts & Memorials
Alan & Jackie Harms - Gifts & Memorials
Eastover Captital Management (Memorial gift from
Dr. John Foust's personal investment advisors)
- Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Ralph Purpur
Barbara Baker - Gifts & Memorial
Ralph & Helen Brown - Gifts & Memorials
Russell McKitrick - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Robbie Bishop
Kim Wall - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Joyce Campbell

In Memory of Eunice Harrington

Larry Dagenhart, Sr. - Gifts & Memorials

Kevin & Karen Feezor - Gifts & Memorials

October Serving Schedule
Crucifer/Acolyte

Greeters

Prayer Assistants

10/3 C/A: Michael Huang
10/10 C: Brady Ferner
A: Davis Ferner
10/17 TBD
10/24 TBD
10/31 TBD

10/3

10/3
10/10
10/17
10/24
10/31

Lectors

10/24

10/3
10/10
10/17
10/24
10/31

Kay Finlon
Carol Goodall
Charles Lakeman
Jonathan Lakeman
Larry Lippert

10/10
10/17

10/31

Tabulators
10/3
10/10
10/17
10/24
10/31

Doug Milheim, Richard Cansler
Karen Feezor, Meg Fielding
Susan League, Richard Cansler
Janice Miller, Karen Feezor
Charles Lakeman, Joe Barrett

Richard & Millie Cansler,
Joanne Marz
Eileen Dunlap
Mark & Diane Thornton
Neil & Charlotte Dixon
Charles & Susan Lakeman
Dale & Mary Lou Hopp
Susan League
Dave & Eileen Dunlap
Kay Sehorn

Ushers
Team A: John Simon,
Michael Doyne, Jenny
Dagenhart, Jay Jacob,
Larry Lippert, Jim Metze,
Bill Thompson, Michael
Thompson

Mike Doyne
Melissa Smith
Youth
Lisa Barnette
Michael Thompson

Communion Assistants
10/3
10/10
10/17
10/24
10/31

Gretchen Dodge,
Sally McCauley
Layton Campbell,
Carol Goodall
Steve Rach,
Ken Hazen
Jane Thompson,
Michael Huang
Carol Goodall,
Chris Miller
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

Gabe Slesinger, Charlotte
Symphony Trumpet,
Sixteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

Music Room, new poster
art, September 2021

St. Mark’s Choir, Seventeenth
Sunday after Pentecost

St. Mark’s Choir leading worship,
Sunday, September 12th

St. Mark’s Choir sopranos and
altos, Sixteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

St. Mark’s Organist, festive
socks for the Sixteenth
Sunday after Pentecost

John Brumbaugh, cellist,
Eighteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

St. Mark’s Choir tenors and
basses, Sixteenth Sunday
after Pentecost

St. Mark’s Choir and Cellist,
Sunday, September 26, 2021

You can see these recorded worship services at https//www.SaintMarksCharlotte.org/
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing
"Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise" ELW 834
Scottish Pastor, Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908) wrote this hymn in six stanzas and included it in his
Hymns of Christ and the Christian Life (London, 1867). The four stanzas included in our hymnal are based on I
Timothy 1:17, "To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever".
Randy Stevens writes in his book Be Still My Soul, "In this hymn of pure praise, Smith acknowledges that at
times, God seems hidden from us--inaccessible--not because of any lack of love on his part but rather because
we are not capable of beholding his full glory. It is the splendor of light that hides him". In 1906 British
composer Ralph Vaughan Williams was the first to pair this text to the eighteenth-century Welsh tune ST.
DENIO.

"Great Is Thy Faithfulness" ELW 733
was written in 1923 by Thomas Chisholm (1866-1960). The refrain is from Lamentations 3:23 "they are new
every morning; great is thy faithfulness", as well as a verse from James 1:17 in the first stanza "there is no
shadow of turning with thee; due to change." Kenneth Osbeck writes of this hymn: "Of the many gospel hymns
written on the theme of God's goodness and faithfulness, this hymn stands out like a beacon light. While many
hymns are born out of a particular dramatic experience, this hymn was simply the result of the author's morning
by morning realization of God's personal faithfulness". William M. Runyan (1870-1957) wrote the tune
FAITHFULNESS for this hymn at the request of the hymn author.

"O God Beyond All Praising" ELW 880
is a newcomer to our current Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Written by Michael Perry (1942-1996) it was first
published in 1982 in a collection Hymns for Today's Church. Paul Westermeyer writes: "It is an expansive hymn
of praise, as one might expect for an expansive tune such as this. It moves from God's mercies generally, to
what God has done in Christ specifically, to our response in Christ." The tune for this hymn THAXTED, comes
from Gustav Holst's orchestral suite entitled The Planets, where it is the theme for "Jupiter." The name
THAXTED is the the town where Holst lived in Essex, England for a good part of his life. The tune was adopted
in England for the text "I vow to thee, my country." This tune is also paired with the hymn #710 "Let Streams of
Living Justice."

"This Is My Father's World" ELW 824
The great English hymn writer Isaac Watts (1674-1748) published this text is 1719. Based on the first
eleven verses of Psalm 90, Watts brought forth in his writing the themes of the greatness of God, the
mortality of humanity, and the vastness of time. American Hymnologist Carlton Young writes: "God was
present before the hills stood; God has been our shelter and guide, and continues to be our hope for the
future." John Wesley (1703-1791) changed the original first word of Watts text from "Our" to "O", feeling
that it reached out to everyone and was more inclusive. The tune ST. ANNE was composed by William
Croft (1678-1727) and originally wedded to a metrical setting of Psalm 42, but finally found its place with
Watts' text in a 1814 publication. The tune name ST. ANNE (Saint Anne was the mother of the Virgin
Mary) is named for the church Croft served as organist, Church of St. Anne in Soho, London.
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson
Worship in Charlotte & Tokyo!
While serving as an ELCA missionary in Japan, Pastor
McKenzie was a member of the Japan Evangelical
Lutheran Association (JELA) serving as Chairperson of
the Board of Directors in the late 1990s. The JELA was
chartered in 1909 in order that Lutheran missionaries
could purchase land for the first campus of the Japan
Lutheran Theological Seminary. Today, this seminary
(where pastor taught) is located in Tokyo, along with the
JELA Mission Center. The JELA is involved in helping
children in need in Cambodia, India and Brazil; hosting
international youth volunteer programs; partnership in
relief projects with Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs;
refugee support and housing, and disaster relief in Japan.
Pastor McKenzie was asked to preach at the
JELA Assembly on August 28 in Tokyo at 10
am. Because of the time difference, pastor
preached via Zoom from St. Mark’s sanctuary
on August 27 at 9 pm. It was a fitting
opportunity as St. Mark’s, along with many
other churches in North Carolina, gave
offerings over a century ago to help establish
the Japan Lutheran Theological Seminary.
2 Corinthians 5:17-20 and the Lord's
Prayer in Japanese

St. Mark’s has yet another connection to global mission, the JELA and Japan. Perhaps you have
seen the painting of the Rev. Robert C. Holland, D.D., displayed on the wall near the Tryon
Chapel. Dr. Holland, pastor of St. Mark’s, from 1898 to 1908, was called by the United Synod of
the South to become President of the Home and Foreign Mission Board, which he served until
his death in November 1915. Dr. Holland participated in the “Roanoke Meeting” of July 1910,
which organized the “Joint Conference of Lutheran Missions Cooperating in Japan.” This mission
body was a prewar fiduciary of the JELA. Such joint cooperation between Lutheran missions was
one of the factors that led to the merger of the United Lutheran Church in America in 1918. In
this way, the legacy of St. Mark’s gifts over a century ago, continue today in the seminary and
the JELA in Tokyo.
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