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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
 

September 5, 2021 | 9:30 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Service of Holy Communion 
 

James writes that God has chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith, saying to stop 

showing favoritism in the assembly by treating the rich with more honor than the poor. Psalm 

146 echoes this saying that God watches over the stranger, orphan and widow. Jesus models a 

life of faith and work for us by blessing and healing the stranger and the sick. Mark’s gospel 

began with Jesus’ words, “Repent and believe,” and in him we see and experience God’s 

salvation. 
 

  Bold responses are spoken by the congregation. 
Offerings may be placed in the plate at the entrance to the sanctuary. 

The Offering will be brought forward by the usher during the Offertory Anthem. 
 

Prelude                                                  “Petit Prélude”                                          Joseph Jongen 

 

The congregation stands as the cross is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

Processional Hymn         “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” (ELW 834)                 ST. DENIO 
 1. Immortal, invisible, God only wise,  

  in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

  most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

  almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 
 

 2. Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

  nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

  thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

  thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

 3. To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 

  in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

  we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 

  and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
 

 4. Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 

  thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

  all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 

  ‘tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 
Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt..; Music: Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807-1876 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Welcome Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Confession. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is  

marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  

whose teaching is life, 

whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God our comforter: 

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 

Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 

 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in + Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

Amen. 

 

Greeting          

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ + the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

 
Prayer of the Day        

Let us pray. Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death 

into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your 

promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. Amen. 

 

First Reading   Isaiah 35:4-7a                                        Lisa Barnette, lector 
4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come 

with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 5Then the eyes of the 

blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and 
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streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of 

water. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 146            Amy Woodall, Delenn Rumbolo, cantors 

  

Psalm 146:2 (Comer) Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress 

 
Second Reading  James 2:1-17                 Lisa Barnette, lector 
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord 

Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and 

if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine 

clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand 

there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become 

judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the 

poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those 

who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not 

they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was 

invoked over you? 8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are 

convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point 

has become accountable for all of it. 11For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” 

also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have 

become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the 

law of liberty. 13For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy 

triumphs over judgment. 14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but 

do not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 
16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not 

supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is 

dead. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation             “Alleluia. Lord to Whom Shall We Go”                             (organ only) 
 

Please stand. 
The Holy Gospel  Mark 7:24-37       

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 7th chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
24From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not 

want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 25but a woman whose little 

daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at 
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his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the 

demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take 

the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under 

the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the 

demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the 

demon gone. 31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the 

Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an 

impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in 

private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his 

tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be 

opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke 

plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more 

zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done 

everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Homily                                         “Believe and Work”      Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

  (A devotional reading or homily may also be read, if this service is being used as a devotional.) 
 
Anthem                 “God Is My Shepherd” from Biblical Songs, Op. 99                  Antonin Dvorak 

 Delenn Rumbolo, soprano 
 

Please stand. 

 

Apostles’ Creed          

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   

 Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Pastor McKenzie) 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Prayers. 
 

Made children and heirs of God's promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
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Triune God, you have chosen the poor as heirs of the kingdom. Lead your church to welcome 

all people without partiality, guiding the church in every place to believe and work so that the 

needs of the poor may always be honored in Christ’s body, the church. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You continue to create from the foundations of the earth to the summits of the tallest mountains. 

Reconcile all creation to you and repair the environmental destruction caused by human 

carelessness, neglect and greed. Bless the work of environmental advocates and inspire all 

people to actively care for your ongoing creation. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You extend grace to all who call upon your name. Encourage all leaders to look to you in all 

things, so that, by your grace, they and their governments might work for the common global 

good of this world by uniting all people in safety and dignity. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You watch over the stranger, orphan and widow. As Jesus welcomed the stranger and healed 

the sick, so too, shelter and protect all fleeing violence or persecution, protect all who place 

themselves in danger by seeking to protect others, and sustain a weary world through uncertain 

and unstable times. We ask your sustaining power be upon: Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, 

Charlie Cox, Jeffery Eckerd, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, Rachel Fulp, 

Danielle Clausen, Jo Lammonds, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Mary Lou Kiser, Jim Hobbs, Paul 

Davis, Jimmy Schwartz, Doris Dixon, Ken Winters, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Debbie 

Walden, Dene Shockley, Steven Hopp, Vann Milheim, Shirley Larson, Alice Blackwelder, Diann 

Krewson, Rileigh Snow and family, Lowell Engelhard, Ron Wenzel Sr., Mandy Hockenberger, 

and the residents of Matthews Glen. Lord, in your mercy,  

Hear our prayer. 

 

You set a table before us with the body and blood of your Son. On this Labor Day weekend, 

make us ever mindful of the daily bread on our tables; bless all who labor, and all who farm, 

gather and harvest. We especially remember migrant and undocumented laborers who pick, 

gather and pack food that reaches our tables; grant them safety and fair wages. Continue to 

bless the labors of St. Mark’s Social Ministries that seek to share your abundance with all in 

need. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You have prepared a place in your kingdom for all who call upon your name. We give thanks for 

the saints who have walked before and among us in faith; we rejoice and thank you for their 

example as we too believe, work and walk toward your kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Peace  

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

(please share words of peace while practicing “social distancing” as appropriate) 
 

OFFERING                                (Offerings may be placed in the plate at the sanctuary entrance) 
 

                   (The offering is brought forward from the Narthex) 

Offertory Anthem         "Petitte Fugue sur le Chromhorne" from Mass for the Parishes 

          François Couperin 
 

Offering Prayer       

Let us pray. God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to 

rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of 

our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Please stand. 

 

Holy Communion 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
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temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Invitation 

All who hunger and thirst, come. 

The table is ready. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

Holy Communion is offered in two ways: a “Communion Kit,” or wafer and wine in a small cup. 

Communion will be continuous beginning with the balcony, then the pulpit side, followed by the 

lectern side of the sanctuary. Please follow the ushers' directions, coming forward via the center 

aisle to the freestanding altar, returning via the side aisle. If receiving a “kit” please return to 

your pew via the side aisle to partake of Communion. Afterwards please seal the used 

Communion utensils in the zip-lock kit bag, and dispose of them after worship in the bowls 

available in the Narthex. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are also available. 

 

Communion Music            “Le banquet celeste” (The Celestial Banquet)          Olivier Messiaen 

 

                                  Concerto Grosso in D Minor, RV 565 (3rd movement)       Antonio Vivaldi 
                                                                                                       Organ adaptation by J. S. Bach 
 

                                                 "As We Gather at Your Table"       

 Organ setting by Joshua Evanovich 
 

Please stand. 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a 

feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the 

abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING BLESSING 

People of God, you are Christ's body, 

bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, + one God, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn         “God of Grace and God of Glory” (ELW 705)                CWM RHONDA 

 1. God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your pow’r; 

  crown your ancient church’s story; bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 

  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the facing of this hour, 

  for the facing of this hour. 
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 2. Lo! The hosts of evil round us scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 

  From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise. 

  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage for the living of these days, 

  for the living of these days. 

 

 4. Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 

  let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore. 

  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving you whom we adore, 

  serving you whom we adore. 
Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969; Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932 

 

DISMISSAL     

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                                         “Toccata on ‘Thine Is the Glory’”   

 Tune JUDAS MACCABAEUS by G. F. Handel; Organ Setting by Gordon Young 

 
Please join us for fellowship on the patio outside. 

 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
 

This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg 

Fortress and Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI Copyright Coverage 

License #11377824 
 

Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie (prayers); crucifer/acolyte: Michael Huang; Lisa 

Barnette, lector; Jacob Wenzel, Charles Lakeman, live streaming camera; Kevin Feezor, 

soundboard; ushers: Ken Williams, Larry Dagenhart, Jr., Alan Harms, Dale Hopp; greeters: Evelyn 

Gerdes, Jackie Ellington; communion assistants: Ken Hazen, Steve Rach; tabulators: Janice Miller, 

Alan Harms; musicians: Delenn Rumbolo, cantor and soprano soloist; Amy Woodall, cantor; Dr. 

Keith McNabb, guest organist 
 

Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Tom Tolbert; crucifer: Jon Lakeman; acolyte: Michael 

Lakeman; ushers: Team D; greeters: Evelyn Gerdes, Eddie & Carol Goodall; lector: Karen Feezor; 

communion assistants: Michael Huang, Jane Thompson; tabulators: Susan League, Dianne Thomas 

 

 

"God of Grace and God of Glory" ELW 705 was penned in the summer of 1930 by Harry Emerson 

Fosdick (1878-1969) the famous American theologian, preacher, and the founding pastor of the 

Riverside Church in New York City. He wrote this prayer hymn for the opening of the then new 

Riverside Church. He says of this hymn: "that was more than a hymn to me when we sang it that 

day--it was a very urgent personal prayer. For with all my hopeful enthusiasm about the new 

venture, there was inevitably much humble and fearful apprehension". The Welsh tune CWM 

RHONDDA (Rhondda Valley) is paired nicely with this text, as well as two additional hymns 
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in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, #618, "Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer", and #400, "God of 

Tempest, God of Whirlwind". 
 

"Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise" ELW 834 Scottish Pastor, Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-

1908) wrote this hymn in six stanzas and included it in his Hymns of Christ and the Christian 

Life (London, 1867). The four stanzas included in our hymnal are based on I Timothy 1:17, "To the 

King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever". Randy 

Stevens writes in his book Be Still My Soul, "In this hymn of pure praise, Smith acknowledges that at 

times, God seems hidden from us--inaccessible--not because of any lack of love on his part but 

rather because we are not capable of beholding his full glory. It is the splendor of light that hides 

him". In 1906 British composer Ralph Vaughan Williams was the first to pair this text to the 

eighteenth-century Welsh tune ST. DENIO.  

 

 

 

September 9, Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Columbia (1580-1654) 

Peter Claver was born into Spanish nobility and was persuaded to become a Jesuit missionary. 

He served in Cartagena (in what is now Columbia) by teaching and caring for slaves. The 

slaves arrived in ships, where they had been confined in dehumanizing conditions. Claver met 

and supplied them with medicine, food, clothing, and brandy. He learned their dialects and 

taught them Christianity. He called himself the “slave of slaves forever.” Claver also ministered 

to the locals of Cartagena who were in prison and facing death. 

 

 
 

From the pastor – August 19, 2021 

The Chairman of the Mecklenburg Board of County Commissioners and the Mayor of the City of 

Charlotte have issued a joint Proclamation, effective August 18th, mandating the wearing of 

masks indoors in public buildings for both vaccinated and unvaccinated persons, five years and 

older. Bishop Tim Smith and the Synod Council have also strongly encouraged congregations to 

follow the CDC guidelines for all persons to wear masks indoors. All of these leaders, state and 

church, urge people to be vaccinated “in the hope that increased vaccination levels will continue 

to reduce infection rates and additional restrictions will not be needed” (Mecklenburg/Charlotte 

Proclamation 8/18/2021). 
 

St. Mark’s Congregation Council voted on August 4th to: 1) “strongly encourage” that masks be worn 

in St. Mark’s building by all persons whether vaccinated or unvaccinated; 2) allow congregational 

singing wearing masks (worship leaders may unmask to lead worship); 3) continue current practice 

of offering Holy Communion in two ways; 4) allow fellowship with food and drink only outdoors on the 

patio (weather permitting); 5) not return to social distancing, rather to encourage people to be 

mindful of their distance around others. 
 

The Council also expressed agreement with the Synod’s statement that “congregations support 

vaccination efforts” and “communicate opportunities for vaccinations including the At-Home 

Vaccination program offered by the NCDHHS.” St. Mark’s Council recognizes that we must work 
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together as a church with state and national agencies to encourage vaccination as a means to 

overcome this global pandemic. 
 

This is not a step backwards, rather, these measures are a necessary step forward as the church 

seeks to cooperate with state and national efforts to end this pandemic. Let us gather together, 

pray together and work together, so that one in Christ we might continue to be a living sign of 

hope for the world. 
 

Jesus said to his followers, “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In 

this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). St. 

Mark’s continues to move forward in mission, confident that in Christ we have the strength and 

vision to see our way forward and overcome the challenges of this world. Let us walk in confident 

faith and act together with courage for others. 
 

In the grace and peace of Christ,  

Pastor Tim McKenzie  

pastortimsmlc@gmail.com  

 

 
 

Worship and Congregational Life 
 
We welcome today’s guest organist, Dr. Keith McNabb! We are thankful again this week to receive 

Dr. McNabb’s musical gifts while Les Ackerman is on vacation. 
 

The church office will be closed Monday 9/6 in honor of Labor Day. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
9/12: Sunday Worship time change, from 9:30 am to 10:30 am 
9/12: “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday 
9/19: Blessing of School Supplies and Backpacks 
9/26: Christian Education Hour resumes at 9:30 am 
 

“Hybrid Worship” is both in-person and online worship at the same time. The Holy Spirit gathers us 

both in-person and online as we continue to live together as the body of Christ during this pandemic. 

 

Online worship continues to be streamed every Sunday at 9:30 am on Facebook 

(http://www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/).  

 

St. Mark's Choir and Handbells. Wednesday evening rehearsals are scheduled to resume for our 

choir and handbell choir Wednesday, September 8th! St. Mark's Handbells 6:00-6:50 p.m. & St. 

Mark's Choir 7:00-8:30 p.m. Contact Les Ackerman for details:  Lackerman2@aol.com.  

 

Book and Puzzle Swap - October 10. Book and puzzle lovers, save this date! Bring all your 

unwanted books and puzzles to the Gathering Place before October 10. Leave them in the big green 

book swap box. Happiness is a new book or puzzle to take home on October 10. 

 

Gods’ Work Our Hands School Supply Drive August 22 -September 19  The Congregational Life 

mailto:Lackerman2@aol.com
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and Social Ministry Committees will be collecting school supplies for the 1st graders at Merry Oaks 

International Academy. Laura Wenzel is a teacher there, and 100% of their students are on free or 

reduced lunch. Please bring the items to Church and place in the designated bins in the gathering 

place.                                1st Grade School Supply Needs 

• Scholastic News Subscriptions.  

There are 105 1st graders and each subscription costs $6.55. If you wish to help, please place a 
check made out to St. Mark’s in the offering plate with Merry Oaks Elementary in the memo line. 

• 3 sets of assorted book bins (Amazon) 

• Kids scissors 

• Erasers to put on pencils 

• 3 prong plastic folders (yellow, red, and green) 

• Outdoor play equipment (soccer balls, Frisbees, footballs, etc) 

Please contact Laura Wenzel if you have any questions Laura1.wenzel@cms.k12.nc.us 
On God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday, September 12th, after the service, we will gather to write notes 

of encouragement to the students and teachers at Merry Oaks and do other service activities. We 

will also enjoy ice cream bars provided by the Congregational Life committee. On September 19th, 

the supplies and cards will be blessed and sent. Everyone is encouraged to bring their backpacks, 

bags, and briefcases for blessing also. 

 

St. Mark’s email list If you are not receiving emails from St. Mark’s, we may not have your correct 

email address. Please contact the church to let us know. We send at least 2 emails every week. 

 

Stewardship 
 

Offerings and pledges may continue to be sent to St. Mark’s church office by mail or through online 

giving. For more information go to (http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-

a-donation/). We have been blessed to be a blessing to others! 

 

Stewardship for All Seasons  Each fall in October stewardship activities culminate on 
Reformation Sunday. Watch for announcements about our 2022 Stewardship Appeal and 
pledge drive. Pray with us that we will be good stewards of our ministries, so that they will 
continue to grow in faithful service to the Lord. 
 

Altar Flower Sponsorship If you would like to sponsor live flowers for our Sunday worship service, 

please sign up on the calendar by the mailbox room or contact the church office. Remember a loved 

one or commemorate an event by donating altar flowers. If you would like to volunteer as flower 

coordinator, please let us know. 

 

Social Ministry 

We continue to remember the hungry and homeless through our social ministries. 

 

Quarters Drive  Thank you to all who have continued to support the quarters drive. Quarters go to 

Refugee Support Services for use in laundry facilities in many apartment buildings used by recently 

arrived refugees.  Please continue to save your quarters as the need will be ongoing. You may drop 

them off at church Monday-Thursday from 10 am – 2 pm, or place them in the offering plate on 

Sunday and they will be locked in the counting room.  

 

https://www.amazon.com/Storex-Container-Classroom-Assorted-62414U05C/dp/B07585S6VH/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=classroom+book+bins&qid=1629048994&s=office-products&sr=1-4
mailto:Laura1.wenzel@cms.k12.nc.us
http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-a-donation/
http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-a-donation/
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Loaves and Fishes  Thank you so much for your very generous donation of 440 lbs of food 

delivered on August 2nd to the LOAVES & FISHES warehouse! They were so very grateful. If you 

missed the opportunity to donate in July, please bring your items anyway, as the need for food will 

remain. You can drop off donations at the choir room door Monday – Thursday from 10:00 to 2:00, 

or place them on the baker’s rack when you come to church. 

 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen continues every Thursday making bag lunches for 

distribution to our neighbors. If you would like to serve, please contact us. You may also support the 

Soup Kitchen through financial donations sent to the church, or through St. Mark’s online giving 

portal. Help us share God's love! 

 

Youth and Family Ministry 
 

September 12: God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday After the 10:30 service, all are invited to the 

Fellowship Hall to write letters of encouragement to students at Merry Oaks Academy. 
 

September 19: Blessing of the Backpacks Students are invited to bring their backpacks to the 

worship service, Students and teaches will receive a blessing for the school year. Adults will receive 

a blessing for their work as well! 
 

September Schedule 

September 24: Youth Lock-out! 5:30 – 8:00pm 

September 26: Confirmation Class and Godly Play Resume 

October 3: High School Sunday School Resumes 

 

Do you have a college student in your family? Please send updated mailing addresses to 
Charlotte Dixon at cdixon_rn@bellsouth.net so the Youth can send care packages to them. Thank 
you! 
 

Announcements 

 

Scam Alert  We have again seen a rise in people posing as the pastor, asking for a reply to an email 

address that is not his legitimate gmail address. Please do not reply to any email that seems 

suspicious.  Also please know that the church staff will never ever solicit from you. If you are ever in 

doubt, please call the church (704-375-9185), or email the church office immediately 

(stmarkselca1001@gmail.com). Thank you. 

 

AA meets Monday nights, 7 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Facemasks  Masks are required for all persons to wear indoors, both vaccinated and unvaccinated. 

St. Mark's members have made colorful, washable, re-usable masks which are in the Narthex. 

Please feel free to use these as masks continue to be part of our lives. 

 

Please remember to set the alarm when leaving the church. There is less activity at the church, so 

each person should be aware that the alarm may need to be set as they leave. 
 

 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
 

mailto:cdixon_rn@bellsouth.net
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St. Mark’s Prayer List 

Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Jeffery Eckerd, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert 

Shirley, Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Jo Lammonds, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Mary Lou Kiser, 

Jim Hobbs, Paul Davis, Jimmy Schwartz, Doris Dixon, Ken Winter, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, 

Carol Marion, Debbie Walden, Dene Shockley, Steven Hopp, Vann Milheim, Melissa, Renee, Shirley 

Larson, Alice Blackwelder, Diann Krewson, Rileigh Snow and family, Lowell Engelhard, Mandy 

Hockenberger and family, Ron Wenzel, Sr., the residents of Matthews Glen. 

Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests 
(pastortimsmlc@gmail.com) 
 
 
 Readings for 9/12/2021,  
 16th Sunday after Pentecost  
 Isaiah 50:4-9a 

 Psalm 116:1-9 

 I will walk in the presence  

 of the Lord. (Ps. 116:9) 

 James 3:1-12 

 Mark 8:27-38 
 

 

 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love and 
comfort for you in times of trial. Would you contact us today? Pastor Tim 
(pastortimsmlc@gmail.com), or Lisa Barnette (stephenministrysmlc@gmail.com) 

 
 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |  saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 

 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com 

 

Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry, 
Organist 

lackerman2@aol.com 

Alex English, Director of Youth and Family 
Ministry 

dymalexenglish@gmail.com 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
stmarkselca1001@gmail.com 

 

Jessie Craig, Financial Administrator 
saintmarksfinance@gmail.com 

Birthdays 

9/6      Sarah East 

9/6      Sheri Stockton 

9/7      Tom Sehorn 

9/8      Joanne Marz 

9/8      Jerry Poplin 

9/9      Louise Cobb 

9/9      Evelyn Gerdes 

9/9      Sean Fielding 

9/11    Tom Conner 

9/11    Micalyne Zimmerman 

9/11    Michael Zimmerman, Jr. 

9/11    Amanda Platt 
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