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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
 

September 19, 2021 | 10:30 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Service of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion 
 

After the disciples argued over who is the greatest, Jesus taught them “Whoever wants to be 

first must be last of all and servant of all.” James reminds us that we are so show our wisdom 

not by selfish ambition, but by seeking to do good in gentleness and wisdom. We are to 

welcome and honor the children and those who need care and protection, knowing that when 

we do so, we also welcome Jesus. 
 

  Bold responses are spoken by the congregation. 
Offerings may be placed in the plate at the entrance to the sanctuary. 

The Offering will be brought forward by the usher during the Offertory Anthem. 
 

Prelude            “Trio-Adagio” from Partita on ‘Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing’”          

 Mark Brampton Smith; Tune by Carl G. Glaser 
 

The congregation stands as the cross is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

Processional Hymn           “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” (ELW 886)                 AZMON 
 1. Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise, 

  the glories of my God and king, the triumphs of his grace! 
 

 2. My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 

  to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of your name. 
 

 3. The name of Jesus charms our fears and bids our sorrows cease, 

  sings music in the sinner’s ears, brings life and health and peace. 
 

 4. He speaks, and list’ning to his voice, new life the dead receive; 

  the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe. 
 

 6. To God all glory, praise, and love be now and ever giv’n 

  by saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heav’n. 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.; Music: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 

 

Please be seated. 
 

Welcome Pastor Timothy McKenzie 
 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Confession. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is  

marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  

whose teaching is life, 
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whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God our comforter: 

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 

Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 
 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in + Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

Amen. 
 

Greeting          

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ + the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
 

Prayer of the Day        

Let us pray. O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved 

children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of 

wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Backpacks and bags are brought forward for blessing. 

  
Blessing of Backpack and Bags, School Supplies and Notes 

Dear Friends in Christ, God gives all of us work to do in service to Jesus and our neighbor in the 

world. This is called our Christian vocation. Each of us has a vocation in school and work, at 

home and in the world. Each day we carry backpacks and bags of all kinds to school and work, 

and into our communities and the world, signs of our Christian vocation of serving others in 

Christian love. 
 

Prayer of Blessing of Backpack and Bags 

God of grace, bless these backpacks and bags. As Jesus sent his disciples into the world 

carrying your gospel of love, so send us into the world to serve you through all we carry and all 

we do. Help each of us to serve you and our neighbor in humble service so that we might fulfill 

the vocation and work you have given to each of us to do during our lives. We pray this in Jesus' 

name. Amen. 
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Temple Talk        “Thank you from Merry Oaks”                                  Laura Wenzel 
 

Prayer of Blessing of School Supplies and Notes 

God of wisdom, from you come all good gifts of knowledge and learning. We pray that you 

would bless these gathered school supplies, notecards and subscriptions so that they may be of 

service in new discoveries of learning for the students and teachers at Merry Oaks International 

Academy. We ask that you would bless all these students and their teachers so that they might 

grow in knowledge of the world you have created and service to others. We especially give 

thanks for Laura Wenzel, child of this congregation; bless her work as a teacher and mentor of 

so many. We ask these things in Jesus' holy name. Amen. 
 

The service continues with the readings. 
 

First Reading   Jeremiah 11:18-20                                       Emily Foley, lector 
18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed me their evil deeds. 
19But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. And I did not know it was against me that they 

devised schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of 

the living, so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 20But you, O LORD of hosts, who 

judge righteously, who try the heart and the mind, let me see your retribution upon them, for to 

you I have committed my cause. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 54                      Micah Hein, Amy Woodall, cantors 

  

Refrain © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corp. 
Music: Luke Mayernik, © 2017 Birnamwood Publications, a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. 

 

1Save me, O God, by your name, and vindicate me by your might. 2Hear my prayer, O God; give 
ear to the words of my mouth. 3For the insolent have risen against me, the ruthless seek my life; 
they do not set God before them. Selah 4But surely, God is my helper; the Lord is the upholder of 
my life. 5He will repay my enemies for their evil. In your faithfulness, put an end to them. 6With a 
freewill offering I will sacrifice to you; I will give thanks to your name, O LORD, for it is good. 7For 
he has delivered me from every trouble, and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies. 

 

Second Reading  James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a                Emily Foley, lector 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done 

with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, 

do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is 

earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be 

disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or 

hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 
1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from 

your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you 

commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and 
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conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you 

ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to 

God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw near to God, and he will draw near to 

you. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation           “Alleluia. Lord, to Whom Shall We Go”                          (organ only) 
 

Please stand. 
 

The Holy Gospel  Mark 9:30-37       

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 9th chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
30They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; 31for 

he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human 

hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did 

not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 33Then they came to 

Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on 

the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the 

greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be 

last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in 

his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and 

whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Homily                                     “Being a Servant of All”      Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

  (A devotional reading or homily may also be read, if this service is being used as a devotional.) 
 

Anthem                                    “With a Voice of Singing”                               Martin Shaw (pg. 11) 
 

Holy Baptism 
 

Presentation  

Candidates for baptism, sponsors and parents gather at the font,  

and the pastor addresses the assembly. 

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death 

and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water 

and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body of 

Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience 

to the will of God. 
 

The sponsors present the candidate.  

I present Arden Vale English for baptism. 
 

The pastor addresses the parents. 
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Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your child 

baptized into Christ?  

I do.  
 

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: to 

live with her among God’s faithful people, bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in her hands the 

holy scriptures, and nurture her in faith and prayer, so that your child may learn and trust God, 

proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for 

justice and peace. Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life?  

I do.  
 

The pastor addresses sponsors. 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this child in Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s 

Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?  

I do.  
 

The pastor addresses the assembly. 

People of God, do you promise to support Arden Vale English and pray for her in her new life in 

Christ?  

We do. 
 

Profession of Faith  

The pastor addresses the candidates, as well as parents and sponsors of young children. The 

assembly may join in the responses. 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin and confess the faith of the church.  
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  

I renounce them.  
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?  

I renounce them.  
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?  

I renounce them.  
 

The pastor addresses the parents, sponsors and assembly. 

Do you believe in God the Father?  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 Creator of heaven and earth.  
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
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 he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven,  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.  
 

Thanksgiving at the Font  

The pastor leads the thanksgiving as water is poured into the font. 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 

Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of 

the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from 

slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 

Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and 

death and raise us up to live in you.  
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the 

waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

Amen. 
 

The assembly may be seated. 
 

Baptism  

Arden Vale, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 

daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.  
 

Sustain Arden Vale with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 

spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in 

your presence, both now and forever.  

Amen.  
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The pastor marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized. 

Arden Vale, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of 

Christ forever.  

Amen.  
 

Welcome  

Presentation of the Baptismal Candle  

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father 

in heaven. 
 

The pastor addresses the assembly. 

Let us welcome the newly baptized.  

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving 

thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative redeeming word to all the world. 
 

The service continues with the prayers of intercession. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Maddie Thompson, prayer assistant) 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Prayers. 
 

Made children and heirs of God's promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

God of abundance, as the world is changing rapidly in these unprecedented times, we ask that 

you guide us away from greed and arrogance, but instead to serve you and our neighbors. Give 

strength and humility to your church to help one another and be faithful servants to you. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

God of creation, your creation is ongoing, sustained by your creating Word. Awaken in us a 

renewed zeal to care for this planet Earth, and empower us to support organizations and 

individual efforts that seek to heal and sustain your creation. Help us to share from our 

abundance knowing you always create more than enough for all people. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

God of love, as there is a constant flow of conflict arising in our country and around the world, 

we ask that you grant our leaders compassion and kindness to assist anyone who needs help 

during these times. Remind them of your grace as they decide on policies and action to build a 

safe path forward for all of us. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

God of comfort, we pray for all who suffer in any way, and those who live with mental or physical 

illness. Help each of us to serve and care for others so that they might know healing, hope and 

community in you. We pray for the saints among us: Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, 

Jeffery Eckerd, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, 

Jo Lammonds, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Mary Lou Kiser, Jim Hobbs, Paul Davis, Jimmy 

Schwartz, Doris Dixon, Ken Winters, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Debbie Walden, Dene 
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Shockley, Steven Hopp, Vann Milheim, Shirley Larson, Alice Blackwelder, Diann Krewson, 

Rileigh Snow and family, Ron Wenzel Sr., and the residents of Matthews Glen. Lord, in your 

mercy,  

Hear our prayer. 
 

God of compassion, as students have been returning to school in the past few and upcoming 

weeks, we ask that you grant them a safe and healthy school year, filled with valuable lessons. 

Lend your compassion and wisdom to teachers and students, like the first graders at Merry 

Oaks International Academy as they go back into a productive and educational environment. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

God of consolation, we give you thanks for all the saints who from their labors rest in you. We 

pray for all who grieve the loss of loved ones each day. Help us to move from grief to 

thanksgiving for those who have been companions on our journey of faith, and lead us to be 

faithful companions to those we encounter and accompany on our faith journeys. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Peace  

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

(please share words of peace while practicing “social distancing” as appropriate) 

 

OFFERING                                (Offerings may be placed in the plate at the sanctuary entrance) 
 

                   (The offering is brought forward from the Narthex) 

Offertory Anthem        "Andante” from Partita on ‘Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing’”   

                     Mark Brampton Smith 
 

Offering Prayer       

Let us pray. God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to 

rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of 

our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Please stand. 
 

Holy Communion 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation 

All who hunger and thirst, come. 

The table is ready. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

Holy Communion is offered in two ways: a “Communion Kit,” or wafer and wine in a small cup. 

Communion will be continuous beginning with the balcony, then the pulpit side, followed by the 

lectern side of the sanctuary. Please follow the ushers' directions, coming forward via the center 

aisle to the freestanding altar, returning via the side aisle. If receiving a “kit” please return to 

your pew via the side aisle to partake of Communion. Afterwards please seal the used 

Communion utensils in the zip-lock kit bag, and dispose of them after worship in the bowls 

available in the Narthex. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are also available. 
 

Communion Music                “Children of the Heavenly Father”                                       (pg. 11) 

    Swedish folk tune; Setting for choir by Paul Sjolund 
 

                   “Trio” from Variations on ‘Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing’      Michael Helman 
 

                                        “Improvisation on ‘O God Beyond All Praising’”                   

Tune by Gustav Holst; Organ setting by Robert Buckley Farlee 
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Please stand. 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a 

feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the 

abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING BLESSING 

People of God, you are Christ's body, 

bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, + one God, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn         “O God Beyond All Praising” (ELW 880)                THAXTED 

 1.   O God beyond all praising, we worship you today  

 and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 

 for we can only wonder at ev’ry gift you send, 

 at blessings without number and mercies without end: 

 we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 

 we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 
 

 3.   Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, 

 that we who know your favor may serve you as our King; 

 and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 

 we’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still; 

 to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 

 and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 
Text: Michael Perry, 1942-1996; Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934; 1982, 1987 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Co. 

 

DISMISSAL     

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                              “Minuet Gothique” from Suite Gothique  Leon Boellmann 

 

 

Please join us for fellowship on the patio outside. 
 

 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
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Words to Choral Music 
 
Anthem                               “With a Voice of Singing” 
 

 With a voice of singing declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia. 
 Declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia. 
 Utter it even unto the ends of the earth. 
 The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia.  
 The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 O be joyful in God, all ye lands,  
 O sing praises to the honor of his name, make his praise be glorious. 
 With a voice of singing declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia. 
 Declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia. 
 Alleluia. Declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia.  
 
 
Communion Music       “Children of the Heavenly Father” 
 

 Children of the heav’nly father safely in his bosom gather; 
 nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e’er was given. 
 

 God his own doth tend and nourish, in his holy courts they flourish. 
 From all evil things he spares them, in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 

 Praise the Lord in joyful numbers, your protector never slumbers; 
 at the will of your Defender ev’ry foe-man must surrender.; 
 

 Though he giveth or he taketh, God his children ne’er forsaketh; 
 His the loving purpose solely to preserve them pure and holy. 
 Our Protector never slumbers. 

 

 

This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg 

Fortress and Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI Copyright Coverage 

License #11377824 
 

Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie; prayer assistant: Maddie Thompson; crucifer/acolyte: 

Maddie Thompson; lector: Emily Foley, lector; Jacob Wenzel, Charles Lakeman, live streaming 

camera; Kevin Feezor, soundboard; ushers: Ken Williams, Larry Dagenhart, Jr., Alan Harms, Dale 

Hopp; greeters: Patrick & Rebecca Huang, Jay Jacob; communion assistants: Susan Lakeman, 

Chris Miller; tabulators: Joe Barrett, Alan Harms; musicians: St. Mark’s Choir; Micah Hein, Amy 

Woodall, cantors; Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry and Organist 
 

Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Larry Dagenhart, Jr.; crucifer: Kelsey Smith; acolyte: Riley 

Smith; ushers: Team D; greeters: Ted Seman, David Thomason, Bill & Jane Thompson; lector: Judy 

Frye; communion assistants: John Simon, Ruth Barrett; tabulators: David Platt, Charles Lakeman 

 

 
 

"O God Beyond All Praising" ELW 880 is a newcomer to our current Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship. Written by Michael Perry (1942-1996) it was first published in 1982 in a collection Hymns 
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for Today's Church. Paul Westermeyer writes: "It is an expansive hymn of praise, as one might 

expect for an expansive tune such as this. It moves from God's mercies generally, to what God has 

done in Christ specifically, to our response in Christ." The tune for this hymn THAXTED, comes from 

Gustav Holst's orchestral suite entitled The Planets, where it is the theme for "Jupiter." The 

name THAXTED is the town where Holst lived in Essex, England for a good part of his life. The tune 

was adopted in England for the text "I vow to thee, my country." This tune is also paired with the 

hymn #710 "Let Streams of Living Justice."   
 

"Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing" ELW 886 is the last hymn in our Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship (with only the seven national songs to follow). The great English hymn writer Charles 

Wesley (1707-1788) wrote over nine thousand hymns and poems, with this one being one of the ten 

included in our hymnal. Charles is the brother of John Wesley (1703-1791) the founder of 

Methodism. Charles wrote this hymn in 1739, on the anniversary of his conversion experience. It is 

possible he was influenced by Johann Mentzler (1658-1734), a Lutheran pastor, who penned 

"Oh,That I Had a Thousand Voices" ELW 833, or his Moravian friend Peter Bohler (1712-1775) who 

said to Charles: "Had I a thousand tongues, I would praise Him (Christ) with them all." Charles wrote 

eighteen stanzas for this hymn, but only six are included in our hymnal! The tune AZMON was 

arranged by Lowell Mason from a melody by Carl Glaser (1784-1829), and is named for a biblical 

place referenced in Numbers 34:4-5, and Joshua 15:4. 

 

 

 

September 21, Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 

Matthew (Levi in the gospels of Mark and Luke) was a tax collector for the Roman government in 

Capernaum. Tax collectors were distrusted because they were often dishonest and cooperated with 

the occupying Roman government. In the gospels, tax collectors are mentioned as sinful and 

despised outcasts, but it was these outcasts to whom Jesus showed love and mercy. Matthew’s 

name means “gift of the Lord.” Since the second century, tradition has attributed the first gospel to 

him. 

 

 
 

From the pastor – September 14, 2021 

The Mecklenburg Board of County Commissioners has voted to require masks in religious 

settings, in addition to its Public Health Rule requiring face coverings in indoor public spaces 

regardless of vaccination status. Mecklenburg County urges all eligible people who are 

unvaccinated to get vaccinated to help slow the spread of Covid-19 and avoid further 

restrictions.  
 

Bishop Tim Smith and the NC Synod Council have also strongly encouraged congregations 

to follow the CDC guidelines for all persons to wear masks indoors. All of these leaders, 

state and church, urge people to be vaccinated “in the hope that increased vaccination levels 

will continue to reduce infection rates and additional restrictions will not be needed” 

(Mecklenburg/Charlotte Proclamation). 
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St. Mark’s now requires masks to be worn in the building by all persons vaccinated or 

unvaccinated. We continue to allow congregational singing while wearing masks (worship 

leaders may unmask to lead worship); we also continue the current practice of Holy Communion 

in two ways; to allow fellowship with food and drink only outdoors on the patio (weather 

permitting); and to encourage people to be mindful of their distance around others. 
 

The Council also expresses agreement with the Synod’s statement that “congregations 

support vaccination efforts” and “communicate opportunities for vaccinations including the 

At-Home Vaccination program offered by the NCDHHS.” St. Mark’s Council recognizes that 

we must work together as a church with state and national agencies to encourage 

vaccination as a means to overcome this global pandemic. 
 

The church’s mission continues as we seek to share Christ’s light in a world that is suffering, 

fearful and anxious. We must continue to be a living sign of the hope that dwells in us 

through Jesus Christ (1 Peter 3:15). We have been blessed with grace and faith so that 

through our ministries others might find strength and peace in Christ Jesus. Let us walk in 

confident faith and act together with courage for others. 
 

In the grace and peace of Christ,  

Pastor Tim McKenzie  

pastortimsmlc@gmail.com  

 

 
 

Worship and Congregational Life 
 

Baptism today We celebrate together with the English family as Arden Vale English is made a 
member of Christ’s body, the church, through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. May God continue to 
bless Arden and her family as they grow together in Christ! 
 

Altar Flowers today are given in Memory of Dr. Samuel L. Sehorn, Mr. Kevin Crocker, and Mrs. Kelly 
Crocker Welchel by Tom & Kay Sehorn, Matt & Ashley Frusti, and Bryan & Shelley Ashcroft. 
 

Today we celebrate the Blessing of our Gifts and Backpacks. Please bring your backpack 

or bag forward in worship as a sign of all the ways our hands do God’s work. 
 

On 9/26 the Christian Education Hour resumes at 9:30 am. Please join us as you are able. 
 

Blessing of the Animals, 10/2, Saturday, at 4 pm on the church patio. In remembrance of the feast 

of St. Francis of Assisi (10/4), and in recognition of the blessings we receive from the goodness of 

God’s creation. 
 

“Hybrid Worship” is both in-person and online worship at the same time. The Holy Spirit gathers us 

both in-person and online as we continue to live together as the body of Christ during this pandemic. 
 

Online worship continues to be streamed every Sunday at 10:30 am on Facebook 

(http://www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/).  
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Midweek Meditation Pastor Tim’s weekly series is titled “Images of Christ II: The Way of the Cross.” 

It is available each week via email or on St. Mark’s homepage. 
 

St. Mark's Choir and Handbells. Wednesday evening rehearsals have resumed for our choir and 

handbell choir! St. Mark's Handbells 6:00-6:50 p.m. & St. Mark's Choir 7:00-8:30 p.m. Contact Les 

Ackerman for details:  Lackerman2@aol.com.  
 

Book and Puzzle Swap - October 10. Book and puzzle lovers, save this date! Bring all your 

unwanted books and puzzles to the Gathering Place before October 10. Leave them in the big green 

book swap box. Happiness is a new book or puzzle to take home on October 10. 
 

St. Mark’s email list If you are not receiving emails from St. Mark’s, we may not have your correct 

email address. Please contact the church to let us know. We send at least 2 emails every week. 

 

Stewardship 
 

God's Work. Our Hands: Volunteer Opportunities--Following this service in the Gathering Place; 
Meet other volunteers; tell what you can do to help. Featuring committees on two Sundays: 
Today -- Christian Education, Congregational Life, Communications, the Library and Archive. 
September 26 -- Social Ministry, Property, Worship and Music. 
We love our volunteers! We need you! 
 

Offerings and pledges may continue to be sent to St. Mark’s church office by mail or through online 

giving. For more information go to (http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-

a-donation/). We have been blessed to be a blessing to others! 
 

Stewardship for All Seasons  Each fall in October stewardship activities culminate on Reformation 
Sunday. Watch for announcements about our 2022 Stewardship Appeal and pledge drive. Pray with 
us that we will be good stewards of our ministries, so that they will continue to grow in faithful service 
to the Lord. 
 

Altar Flower Sponsorship If you would like to sponsor live flowers for our Sunday worship service, 

please sign up on the calendar by the mailbox room or contact the church office. Remember a loved 

one or commemorate an event by donating altar flowers. If you would like to volunteer as flower 

coordinator, please let us know. 
 

Social Ministry 

We continue to remember the hungry and homeless through our social ministries. 

 

Habitat for Humanity Fall Build 2021 begins October 2. More information to follow or contact 

Susan League at 704-533-2451.  All support, financial and otherwise, is greatly appreciated!! 

 

We will no longer be collecting quarters for Refugee Support Services at their request. They 

are moving on to other needs which we will assist with. More information on these needs will be 

coming soon. Thank you for your donations of quarters the past several months. Recently a second 

delivery of $120 was taken to RSS. Our congregation has continued to faithfully and generously 

support our efforts to assist those in need in our community and we appreciate your willingness to 

partner with us. 

 

mailto:Lackerman2@aol.com
http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-a-donation/
http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-a-donation/
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Loaves and Fishes  Thank you so much for your very generous donation of 440 lbs of food 

delivered on August 2nd to the LOAVES & FISHES warehouse! They were so very grateful. If you 

missed the opportunity to donate in July, please bring your items anyway, as the need for food will 

remain. You can drop off donations at the choir room door Monday – Thursday from 10:00 to 2:00, 

or place them on the baker’s rack when you come to church. 

 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen continues every Thursday making bag lunches for 

distribution to our neighbors. If you would like to serve, please contact us. You may also support the 

Soup Kitchen through financial donations sent to the church, or through St. Mark’s online giving 

portal. Help us share God's love! 
 

Youth and Family Ministry 
 

September 19: Blessing of the Backpacks Students and teachers will receive a blessing for the 

school year. Adults will receive a blessing for their work as well! 
 

September Schedule 

September 24: Youth Lock-out! (Please RSVP) 5:30 – 8:00pm. Due to a resurgence in Covid cases, 

we have changed to an evening Lock-out. We look forward to a fun evening that will include dinner 

on the picnic tables, outdoor games/activities, and a time of worship! Please bring a mask. 

September 26: Confirmation Class Resumes (Godly Play TBD) 

October 3: High School Sunday School Resumes 
 

Do you have a college student in your family? Please send updated mailing addresses to 
Charlotte Dixon at cdixon_rn@bellsouth.net so the Youth can send care packages to them. Thank 
you! 
 

Announcements 
 

Scam Alert  We have again seen a rise in people posing as the pastor, asking for a reply to an email 

address that is not his legitimate gmail address. Please do not reply to any email that seems 

suspicious.  Also please know that the church staff will never ever solicit from you. If you are ever in 

doubt, please call the church (704-375-9185), or email the church office immediately 

(stmarkselca1001@gmail.com). Thank you. 
 

AA meets Monday nights, 7 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Facemasks  Masks are required for all persons to wear indoors, both vaccinated and unvaccinated. 

St. Mark's members have made colorful, washable, re-usable masks which are in the Narthex. 

Please feel free to use these as masks continue to be part of our lives. 
 

 

 

☩  ☩  ☩ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cdixon_rn@bellsouth.net
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St. Mark’s Prayer List 

Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Jeffery Eckerd, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert 

Shirley, Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Jo Lammonds, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Mary Lou Kiser, 

Jim Hobbs, Paul Davis, Jimmy Schwartz, Doris Dixon, Ken Winter, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, 

Carol Marion, Debbie Walden, Dene Shockley, Steven Hopp, Vann Milheim, Melissa, Renee, Shirley 

Larson, Alice Blackwelder, Diann Krewson, Rileigh Snow and family, Mandy Hockenberger and family, 

Ron Wenzel, Sr., John Gastineau, Lois Witham, the residents of Matthews Glen. 

Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests 
(pastortimsmlc@gmail.com) 
 
 Readings for 9/26/2021,  
 18th Sunday after Pentecost  
 Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 

 Psalm 19:7-14 

 The commandment of the Lord  

 gives light to the eyes. (Ps. 19:8) 

 James 5:13-20 

 Mark 9:38-50 
 

 

 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love and 
comfort for you in times of trial. Would you contact us today? Pastor Tim 
(pastortimsmlc@gmail.com), or Lisa Barnette (stephenministrysmlc@gmail.com) 

 
 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |  saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 

 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com 

 

Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry, 
Organist 

lackerman2@aol.com 

Alex English, Director of Youth and Family 
Ministry 

dymalexenglish@gmail.com 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
stmarkselca1001@gmail.com 

 

Jessie Craig, Financial Administrator 
saintmarksfinance@gmail.com 

Birthdays 

9/19   Diane Thomas 

9/21   Jay Harbinson 

9/22   Charles Timm 

9/23   Ron Wenzel, Jr. 

9/25   Ruth Barrett 
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