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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
 

September 12, 2021 | 10:30 

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Service of Holy Communion 

 

Today Jesus asks his disciples, “But who do you say that I am?” Jesus describes himself as the 

one who invites us to deny ourselves, take up the cross and follow him. Our lives of discipleship 

to Jesus become our living confession of him as the Lord of our lives in service to others. 

 

  Bold responses are spoken by the congregation. 
Offerings may be placed in the plate at the entrance to the sanctuary. 

The Offering will be brought forward by the usher during the Offertory Anthem. 
 

Prelude                           “Festival Prelude on ‘O God Beyond All Praising’”          

 Tune THAXTED by Gustav Holst; Setting for Organ and Trumpet by David Howard Pettit 

 

The congregation stands as the cross is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

Processional Hymn           “Lift High the Cross” (ELW 660)                                       CRUCIFER 
 Refrain: Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

  till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

 1. Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 

  our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain 
 

 2. All newborn servants of the Crucified 

  bear on their brows the seal of him who died. Refrain 
 

 3. O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

  as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee. Refrain 
 

 4. So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

  praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956; Music: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947; T&M: ©1974 Hope Publishing Co. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Welcome Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Confession. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is  

marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  

whose teaching is life, 
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whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God our comforter: 

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 

Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 
 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in + Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

Amen. 
 

Greeting          

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ + the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
 

Prayer of the Day        

Let us pray. O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the 

glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from 

the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

First Reading   Isaiah 50:4-9a                                        Karen Feezor, lector 
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary 

with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my 

back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide 

my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who 

vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my 

adversaries? Let them confront me. 9It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me 

guilty? 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 116:1-9            Delenn Rumbolo, Amy Woodall, cantors 

  

Psalm 116:9 (Marilyn Comer) Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress 

 

Second Reading  James 3:1-12                 Karen Feezor, lector 
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who 

teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who 

makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If 

we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or 

look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are 

guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a 

small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 
6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it 

stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every 

species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the 

human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it 

we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 
10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to 

be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a 

fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield 

fresh. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation       “Gospel Fanfare” from Three Liturgical Fanfares, Op. 28, No. 2 
                                        Charles Callahan 
 

Please stand. 
 

The Holy Gospel  Mark 8:27-38       

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 8th chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked 

his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and 

others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I 

am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell 

anyone about him. 31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 

suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and 

after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began 

to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind 

me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 34He called 

the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life 

will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save 
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it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can 

they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 

adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes 

in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Homily                                    “The Way of the Cross”      Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

  (A devotional reading or homily may also be read, if this service is being used as a devotional.) 
 

Anthem                                  “God’s Work, Our Hands”                                         Wayne L. Wold 
 

Please stand. 
 

Apostles’ Creed          

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   

 Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Tom Tolbert, prayer assistant) 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Prayers. 
 

Made children and heirs of God's promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

Sending God, Renew your church daily to follow the call of Jesus and carry the cross in sacrifice 

and service for others. May we carry the burdens of others as Christ carries ours each day. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Heavenly Creator God, be with all people who suffer due to Hurricane Ida and other violent 

weather, fires, droughts, and other effects of climate change. Help us understand how the planet 

Earth responds to actions each of us chooses to make.  Reveal ways that we can restore clean 

water and air. Show us how to be good stewards of this precious home that you have provided 

for our earthly lives. Teach us the wisdom of restoring rather than greedily consuming, so that 

future generations may inherit and enjoy a planet that generates abundant blessings. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Dear Lord Jesus, you felt pain and confusion as a refugee when your family fled with you to 

Egypt.  Bless all people who flee from war, oppression, and civil disturbance -- especially the 

Afghan people. Give solace and safety to those who have left their country, those who seek to 

leave, and those who may remain in that disrupted nation. Open our hearts to respond to their 

needs by sharing from our abundance. Lead us to show your love for all people as we welcome 

these and other refugees into our towns and communities. Guide the leaders of all nations to 

cause wars to cease, bring justice, and sustain peace, so that no one may need to flee again. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Divine Great Physician, remind us that you are ever with us as we struggle to discern our 

pathway through the Covid pandemic. Tame our anger at not being able to control this invisible 

threat. Calm our fears and help us stave off dismissiveness as this virus increases its grip on 

our nation. Soothe our anxiety as conflicting opinions and instructions assail our conversations 

and media resources.  Grant us the serenity to bear this cross as it tests our wills and even our 

political structures. Show us how to reflect your love as we speak to and care for each other. For 

these and all other blessings, we give you thanks and praise. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious God, bless our hands as we seek to do your work in the world. Bless this 

congregation, its ministries and all the hands that serve. We especially ask that you bless the 

saints among us with strength and healing: Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Jeffery 

Eckerd, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Jo 

Lammonds, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Mary Lou Kiser, Jim Hobbs, Paul Davis, Jimmy 

Schwartz, Doris Dixon, Ken Winters, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Debbie Walden, Dene 

Shockley, Steven Hopp, Vann Milheim, Shirley Larson, Alice Blackwelder, Diann Krewson, 

Rileigh Snow and family, Ron Wenzel Sr., Mandy Hockenberger and family, Eddie Goodall, and 

the residents of Matthews Glen. Lord, in your mercy,  

Hear our prayer. 
 

Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life. We give you thanks 

for all the saints who have walked the way of Jesus and his cross through love and service for 

others. Bless us that, in faithfulness to Jesus, we too might follow him into your kingdom. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Peace  

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

(please share words of peace while practicing “social distancing” as appropriate) 
 

OFFERING                                (Offerings may be placed in the plate at the sanctuary entrance) 
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                   (The offering is brought forward from the Narthex) 

Offertory Anthem         "Let All Things Now Living”  THE ASH GROVE, Welsh Folk Tune 

         Setting for Trumpet and Organ by Philip M. Young 
 

Offering Prayer       

Let us pray. God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to 

rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of 

our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Please stand. 

 

Holy Communion 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation 

All who hunger and thirst, come. 

The table is ready. 
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Distribution of Holy Communion 

Holy Communion is offered in two ways: a “Communion Kit,” or wafer and wine in a small cup. 

Communion will be continuous beginning with the balcony, then the pulpit side, followed by the 

lectern side of the sanctuary. Please follow the ushers' directions, coming forward via the center 

aisle to the freestanding altar, returning via the side aisle. If receiving a “kit” please return to 

your pew via the side aisle to partake of Communion. Afterwards please seal the used 

Communion utensils in the zip-lock kit bag, and dispose of them after worship in the bowls 

available in the Narthex. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are also available. 
 

Communion Music          “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether”                                     Harold Friedell 
 

                                        “Now Thank We All Our God”       Organ Setting by G. F. Kauffmann 
 

                                        “Aria” from Trumpet Sonata, Op. 51                                    Flor Peeters 
 

Please stand. 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a 

feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the 

abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING BLESSING 

People of God, you are Christ's body, 

bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, + one God, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn         “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (ELW 733)                FAITHFULNESS 

 1.   Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;  

 there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

 thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 

 as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 

 Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

 Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

 all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

 great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 
 

 3.   Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

 thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

 blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960; Music: William M. Runyan, 1870-1957; T&M: 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company 
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DISMISSAL     

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                      “Prelude” from Te Deum Laudamus (We Praise Thee, O God)   

 Marc-Antoine Charpentier 

 

Please join us for fellowship on the patio outside. 

 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
 

This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg 

Fortress and Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI Copyright Coverage 

License #11377824 
 

Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie; prayer assistant: Tom Tolbert; crucifer: Jon Lakeman; 

acolyte: Michael Lakeman; Karen Feezor, lector; Jacob Wenzel, Charles Lakeman, live streaming 

camera; Kevin Feezor, soundboard; ushers: Ken Williams, Larry Dagenhart, Jr., Alan Harms, Dale 

Hopp; greeters: Evelyn Gerdes; communion assistants: Michael Huang, Jane Thompson; tabulators: 

Susan League, Dianne Thomas; musicians: St. Mark’s Choir; Gabe Slesinger, trumpeter; Delenn 

Rumbolo, Amy Woodall, cantors; Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry and Organist 
 

Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Youth; crucifer/acolyte: Maddie Thompson; ushers: Team 

D; greeters: Patrick & Rebecca Huang, Jay Jacob; lector: Emily Foley; communion assistants: Carol 

Goodall, Chris Miller; tabulators: Joe Barrett, Alan Harms 

 

 

 

"Lift High the Cross" ELW 660 was first published in 1916, and included eleven stanzas! 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship only includes five stanzas, with a rousing refrain. Stanley Osborne 

writes of this hymn: "The hymn has no room for weak resignation. It summons the mightiest and 

leaves them gazing upon a Love that gave its life to achieve life." American hymnologist Austin 

Lovelace says: "It is related to 'Onward Christian Soldiers' and 'For All the Saints' ELW 422 in its 

symbolism of marching in the ranks of soldiers of the crucified. It is the crucified Christ and his cross 

which we follow, and his love we proclaim to the world." The tune CRUCIFER was written for this 

hymn text by Sydney Nicholson (1875-1947). The tunes name CRUCIFER means "cross-bearer." 
 

"Great Is Thy Faithfulness" ELW 733 was written in 1923 by Thomas Chisholm (1866-1960). The 

refrain is from Lamentations 3:23 "they are new every morning; great is thy faithfulness", as well as a 

verse from James 1:17 in the first stanza "there is no shadow of turning with thee; due to change." 

Kenneth Osbeck writes of this hymn: "Of the many gospel hymns written on the theme of God's 

goodness and faithfulness, this hymn stands out like a beacon light. While many hymns are born out 

of a particular dramatic experience, this hymn was simply the result of the author's morning by 

morning realization of God's personal faithfulness". William M. Runyan (1870-1957) wrote the 

tune FAITHFULNESS for this hymn at the request of the hymn author. 
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September 13, John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople (c.349-407) 

John was a priest at Antioch and an outstanding preacher. His eloquence learned him the name 

“Chrysostom” (“golden mouth”), but it also got him into trouble with the royal court for his preaching 

against corruption. The empress who had been a supporter sent him into exile. His sermons remain 

in print, and continue to inspire contemporary readers. 
 

September 14, Holy Cross Day 

Helena (died c.330), the mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to Israel to look for Christian holy 

sites. She found what she believed were the sites of the crucifixion and burial of Jesus, sites that 

modern archeologists believe mat be correct. Constantine built two churches on these sites. The 

celebration of Holy Cross Day originated with the dedication of the Church of the Resurrection in 335. 

Today this festival allows the church to celebrate the cross and its meaning during a time other than 

Lent. 
 

September 17, Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen (1098-1179) 

Hildegard lived virtually her entire life in convents, yet was widely influential within the church. After an 

uneventful time as a nun, she was chosen abbess of her community. She reformed her community as 

well as other convents. Around the same time, she began having visions and compiled them, as 

instructed, in a book she called Scivias. Scivias is a contraction of Sci vias Domini (Know the Ways of 

the Lord). Hildegard’s importance went beyond mysticism. She also advised and reproved kings and 

popes, wrote poems and hymns, and produced treatises in medicine, theology, and natural history. 

ELW 399 “O Holy Spirit, Root of Life” is based upon her writings. 
 

September 18, Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society (1905-1961) 

Dag Hammarskjöld was a Swedish diplomat and humanitarian who served as Secretary General of 

the United Nations. He was killed in a plane crash on this day in 1961 in what is now Zambia while 

he was on his way to negotiate a cease fire between the United Nations and the Katanga forces. For 

years Hammarskjöld had kept a private journal, and it was not until that journal was published as 

Markings that the depth of his Christian faith was known. The book revealed that his life was a 

combination of diplomatic service and personal spirituality, and of contemplation on the meaning of 

Christ in his life and action in the world. 

 

 
 

From the pastor – September 8, 2021 

Effective August 31st, the Mecklenburg Board of County Commissioners has issued a Public 

Health Rule requiring face coverings in indoor public spaces regardless of vaccination status. In 

addition, Mecklenburg Country urges all eligible people who are unvaccinated to get vaccinated 

to help slow the spread of Covid-19 and avoid further restrictions.  
 

The above health rule is in addition to the earlier Mecklenburg County and City of Charlotte Joint 

Proclamation (effective August 18th), mandating the wearing of masks indoors in public buildings 

for both vaccinated and unvaccinated persons, five years and older. In addition, Bishop Tim 

Smith and the NC Synod Council have also strongly encouraged congregations to follow the 

CDC guidelines for all persons to wear masks indoors. All of these leaders, state and church, 
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urge people to be vaccinated “in the hope that increased vaccination levels will continue to 

reduce infection rates and additional restrictions will not be needed” (Mecklenburg/Charlotte 

Proclamation 8/18/2021). 
 

St. Mark’s Congregation Council voted on August 4th to: 1) “strongly encourage” that masks be worn 

in St. Mark’s building by all persons vaccinated or unvaccinated; 2) allow congregational singing 

wearing masks (worship leaders may unmask to lead worship); 3) continue current practice of 

offering Holy Communion in two ways; 4) allow fellowship with food and drink only outdoors on the 

patio (weather permitting); 5) not return to social distancing, rather to encourage people to be 

mindful of their distance around others. 
 

The Council also expressed agreement with the Synod’s statement that “congregations support 

vaccination efforts” and “communicate opportunities for vaccinations including the At-Home 

Vaccination program offered by the NCDHHS.” St. Mark’s Council recognizes that we must work 

together as a church with state and national agencies to encourage vaccination as a means to 

overcome this global pandemic. 
 

The church’s mission continues as we seek to share Christ’s light in a world that is suffering, 

fearful and anxious. We must continue to be a living sign of the hope that dwells in us through 

Jesus Christ (1 Peter 3:15). We have been blessed with grace and faith so that through our 

ministries others might find strength and peace in Christ Jesus. Let us walk in confident faith and 

act together with courage for others. 
 

In the grace and peace of Christ,  

Pastor Tim McKenzie  

pastortimsmlc@gmail.com  

 

 
 

Worship and Congregational Life 
 

Altar Flowers today are given to the Glory of God and in honor of the dedicated staff, members and 

friends of St Mark’s. 
 

Today is “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday. Please take a moment to help write notecards for pupils 
and teachers at Merry Oaks International Academy which we will send with school supplies next week. 
 

Next week (9/19) is the Blessing of our Gifts and Backpacks. Please bring the backpack or bag 
you carry each day as a sign of all the ways our hands do God’s work. 
 

On 9/26 the Christian Education Hour resumes at 9:30 am. Please join us as you are able. 
 

“Hybrid Worship” is both in-person and online worship at the same time. The Holy Spirit gathers us 

both in-person and online as we continue to live together as the body of Christ during this pandemic. 
 

Online worship continues to be streamed every Sunday at 10:30 am on Facebook 

(http://www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/).  
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St. Mark's Choir and Handbells. Wednesday evening rehearsals have resumed for our choir and 

handbell choir! St. Mark's Handbells 6:00-6:50 p.m. & St. Mark's Choir 7:00-8:30 p.m. Contact Les 

Ackerman for details:  Lackerman2@aol.com.  
 

Book and Puzzle Swap - October 10. Book and puzzle lovers, save this date! Bring all your 

unwanted books and puzzles to the Gathering Place before October 10. Leave them in the big green 

book swap box. Happiness is a new book or puzzle to take home on October 10. 
 

Gods’ Work Our Hands School Supply Drive August 22 -September 19  The Congregational Life 

and Social Ministry Committees will be collecting school supplies for the 1st graders at Merry Oaks 

International Academy. Laura Wenzel is a teacher there, and 100% of their students are on free or 

reduced lunch. Please bring the items to Church and place in the designated bins in the gathering 

place.                                1st Grade School Supply Needs 

• Scholastic News Subscriptions.  

There are 105 1st graders and each subscription costs $6.55. If you wish to help, please place a 
check made out to St. Mark’s in the offering plate with Merry Oaks Elementary in the memo line. 

• 3 sets of assorted book bins (Amazon) 

• Kids scissors 

• Erasers to put on pencils 

• 3 prong plastic folders (yellow, red, and green) 

• Outdoor play equipment (soccer balls, Frisbees, footballs, etc) 

Please contact Laura Wenzel if you have any questions Laura1.wenzel@cms.k12.nc.us 
On God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday, September 12th, after the service, we will gather to write notes 

of encouragement to the students and teachers at Merry Oaks and do other service activities. We 

will also enjoy ice cream bars provided by the Congregational Life committee. On September 19th, 

the supplies and cards will be blessed and sent. Everyone is encouraged to bring their backpacks, 

bags, and briefcases for blessing also. 
 

St. Mark’s email list If you are not receiving emails from St. Mark’s, we may not have your correct 

email address. Please contact the church to let us know. We send at least 2 emails every week. 
 

Stewardship 
 

Offerings and pledges may continue to be sent to St. Mark’s church office by mail or through online 

giving. For more information go to (http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-

a-donation/). We have been blessed to be a blessing to others! 
 

Stewardship for All Seasons  Each fall in October stewardship activities culminate on Reformation 
Sunday. Watch for announcements about our 2022 Stewardship Appeal and pledge drive. Pray with 
us that we will be good stewards of our ministries, so that they will continue to grow in faithful service 
to the Lord. 
 

Altar Flower Sponsorship If you would like to sponsor live flowers for our Sunday worship service, 

please sign up on the calendar by the mailbox room or contact the church office. Remember a loved 

one or commemorate an event by donating altar flowers. If you would like to volunteer as flower 

coordinator, please let us know. 
 

Social Ministry 

We continue to remember the hungry and homeless through our social ministries. 
 

mailto:Lackerman2@aol.com
https://www.amazon.com/Storex-Container-Classroom-Assorted-62414U05C/dp/B07585S6VH/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=classroom+book+bins&qid=1629048994&s=office-products&sr=1-4
mailto:Laura1.wenzel@cms.k12.nc.us
http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-a-donation/
http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-a-donation/
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We will no longer be collecting quarters for Refugee Support Services at their request. They 

are moving on to other needs which we will assist with. More information on these needs will be 

coming soon. Thank you for your donations of quarters the past several months. Recently a second 

delivery of $120 was taken to RSS. Our congregation has continued to faithfully and generously 

support our efforts to assist those in need in our community and we appreciate your willingness to 

partner with us. 
 

Loaves and Fishes  Thank you so much for your very generous donation of 440 lbs of food 

delivered on August 2nd to the LOAVES & FISHES warehouse! They were so very grateful. If you 

missed the opportunity to donate in July, please bring your items anyway, as the need for food will 

remain. You can drop off donations at the choir room door Monday – Thursday from 10:00 to 2:00, 

or place them on the baker’s rack when you come to church. 
 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen continues every Thursday making bag lunches for 

distribution to our neighbors. If you would like to serve, please contact us. You may also support the 

Soup Kitchen through financial donations sent to the church, or through St. Mark’s online giving 

portal. Help us share God's love! 
 

Youth and Family Ministry 
 

September 12: God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday After the 10:30 service, all are invited to the 

Fellowship Hall to write letters of encouragement to students at Merry Oaks Academy. 
 

September 19: Blessing of the Backpacks Students are invited to bring their backpacks to the 

worship service, Students and teachers will receive a blessing for the school year. Adults will receive 

a blessing for their work as well! 
 

September Schedule 

September 24: Youth Lock-out! 5:30 – 8:00pm 

September 26: Confirmation Class and Godly Play Resume 

October 3: High School Sunday School Resumes 
 

Do you have a college student in your family? Please send updated mailing addresses to 
Charlotte Dixon at cdixon_rn@bellsouth.net so the Youth can send care packages to them. Thank 
you! 
 

Announcements 
 

Scam Alert  We have again seen a rise in people posing as the pastor, asking for a reply to an email 

address that is not his legitimate gmail address. Please do not reply to any email that seems 

suspicious.  Also please know that the church staff will never ever solicit from you. If you are ever in 

doubt, please call the church (704-375-9185), or email the church office immediately 

(stmarkselca1001@gmail.com). Thank you. 
 

AA meets Monday nights, 7 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Facemasks  Masks are required for all persons to wear indoors, both vaccinated and unvaccinated. 

St. Mark's members have made colorful, washable, re-usable masks which are in the Narthex. 

Please feel free to use these as masks continue to be part of our lives. 
 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
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St. Mark’s Prayer List 

Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Jeffery Eckerd, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert 

Shirley, Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Jo Lammonds, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Mary Lou Kiser, 

Jim Hobbs, Paul Davis, Jimmy Schwartz, Doris Dixon, Ken Winter, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, 

Carol Marion, Debbie Walden, Dene Shockley, Steven Hopp, Vann Milheim, Melissa, Renee, Shirley 

Larson, Alice Blackwelder, Diann Krewson, Rileigh Snow and family, Mandy Hockenberger and family, 

Ron Wenzel, Sr., Eddie Goodall, the residents of Matthews Glen. 

Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests 
(pastortimsmlc@gmail.com) 
 
 
 Readings for 9/19/2021,  
 17th Sunday after Pentecost  
 Jeremiah 11:18-20 

 Wisdom 1:16-2:1, 12-22 (Alternate) 

 Psalm 54 

 God is my helper; it is the Lord  

 who sustains my life. (Ps. 54:4) 

 James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

 Mark 9:30-37 
 

 

 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love and 
comfort for you in times of trial. Would you contact us today? Pastor Tim 
(pastortimsmlc@gmail.com), or Lisa Barnette (stephenministrysmlc@gmail.com) 

 
 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |  saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 

 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com 

 

Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry, 
Organist 

lackerman2@aol.com 

Alex English, Director of Youth and Family 
Ministry 

dymalexenglish@gmail.com 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
stmarkselca1001@gmail.com 

 

Jessie Craig, Financial Administrator 
saintmarksfinance@gmail.com 

Birthdays 

9/13   Mary Roof Bowman 

9/13   Nicholas Howarth 

9/13   Quinten White 

9/14   Jamie Dotson 

9/16   Kay Sehorn 

9/16   Roxy Tolbert 

9/17   Derek Dittner 

9/17   Ryan Wilt 

9/18   Benny Cox 
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