ReMarks

September 2021

St. Mark's Lutheran Church

“For it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to
work for his good pleasure." (Philippians 2:13)

The Pastor's Pen
Dear Friends in Christ,
Paul’s words remind us that each day the living God is enabling us to will and work in his mission. However, at
critical moments it is not unusual that our will to work fails us. This can happen to individuals and to societies.
Doubt in God’s presence, the neglect of prayer and Christian fellowship, and even simple procrastination can lead
to lost opportunities for service to others and the world. Sometimes moments to help and serve never return. As I
have gotten older I have learned to recognize signs of God’s presence enabling a vision of service for individuals
and the church, both to will and to work for God in this world. Each day we are given opportunities as individuals
and as a church to love and serve others. How will we respond?
Every year in September, the ELCA reminds itself through “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday that we are a
servant church, imitating Christ as he humbled himself in sacrifice and service for others. “God’s Work, Our
Hands” is not simply a nice slogan; it represents the very core of the gospel – God’s grace is at work in and
through us. To say it another way, Paul wrote of “faith active in love” (Galatians 5:6). Our hands and voices are
the means by which God actively works love through us.
So on Sunday September 12th, St. Mark’s will begin its fall schedule with “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday. In
preparation for this, we are collecting much needed school supplies for 1st graders at Merry Oaks International
Academy, and will also write notes of encouragement to each child after worship. As the economic reality of the
pandemic continues to unfold, many families struggle to purchase essential things like groceries and school
supplies. Please participate as you are able in this opportunity to serve others.
On Sunday September 19th, these gathered school supplies and notes will be blessed and sent to Merry Oaks
Academy. During worship we will also bless the backpacks and bags of our children, youth and adults – a
reminder that our hands carry and use many things every day as we seek to do God’s work.
Finally, please note that on Sunday September 12th, worship time will change from 9:30 am to 10:30 am. This will
enable to the Christian Education Hour to restart at 9:30 am, beginning September 26th.
Please join us in September for renewed opportunities of worship, service and learning, reminders that God is
alive in our hands and voices. Every day, with daring confidence in God’s grace, may God’s love flow freely from
our hands.
In the grace and peace of Christ Jesus,
Pastor Tim McKenzie
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207 | 704.375.9185 | stmarkscharlotte.org
October 2021 ReMarks deadline is 9/20/20
Email articles/pictures to stmarkselca1001@gmail.com
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August Council Highlights
The Congregational Council met on the evening of August 9 in the large conference room at the
church. Ruth Barrett led the group in devotions at the beginning of the meeting.
Agenda topics:
Financial Update:
Year-to-date finances are overall mixed but doing pretty well all things considered. Income
strong in July.
After review of options, we will remain with Wells Fargo as our bank.
Transportation:
The council discussed several options to support transportation for members unable to drive to
church. Options are somewhat limited and if coordinated through the church, the church’s
insurance would need to support the practice.
Council will continue to look into this and review options.
By-Laws:
The Synod has requested that the by-laws and constitution updates be presented in one single
document so they can follow each topic consistently.
As this will take time to develop, we will look to submit to the Synod in preparation for their
December meeting for congregational review/approval in January.
Family Ministry:
The search committee is in need of a budget to assist with the search.
A budget of $3000 was unanimously approved for the search committee.
Council Nominating Committee:
The council approved the creation of a nominating committee to replace those members rolling
off council.
The nominating committee will consist of Chris Miller (chair), Gretchen Dodge, Sally McCauley,
John Simon, Michael Huang.
COVID Protocols:
Masks were recently reinstated in light of growing delta variant concerns. No other changes at
this time unless/until other guidance comes from the state / the Synod.
Submitted by Christopher Miller
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The President s Posts
By Lowell Engelhard
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Social Ministry
Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson
Have you heard the good news? Thanks to the
generous donations from our church family we were able
to deliver 440 lbs of non-perishable food to the LOAVES
& FISHES warehouse.
The need unfortunately will continue as many families
struggle to put food on the table. Our baker's rack is back
in it's permanent home across from the church office,
waiting for your donations of non-perishable, nonbreakable food items.
As the rack fills up, another delivery to the L & F
warehouse will be possible. Just a couple of canned
items or a box of cereal each time you come to church
will make a tremendous impact on those in need.
You can drop off donations at the choir room door
Monday – Thursday from 10:00 to 2:00, or place them on
the baker's rack when you come to church.
A note of thanks from Loaves & Fishes:
Susan Ginns,
Wow! Your donation of 440 pounds will go a long way to feed our neighbors in need. Experiencing a pandemic,
the past few months have been trying for all of us, as we navigate through this time to the best of our abilities.
Our staff, volunteers, donors, and partners keep showing up, day after day, serving in any way possible to take
care of neighbors who need us. This team effort allowed us to serve over 120,000 neighbors in need last year!
A Loaves & Fishes client, Katie, recently picked up food boxes to feed her family at a mobile pantry. “I just
wanted to reach out and thank you. My family of 4 got food from you yesterday for the first time as CMS was
closed. I literally cried after opening all the food. My daughter said her heart was filled with so much joy. Thank
you all so much for helping our family during this hard time. We appreciate all you do, and I look forward to
giving back one day.” Thanks to you, moms like Katie won’t have to worry about how to feed their children
during this difficult time. Again, thank you for thinking of those who work the front lines providing nutritious food
for our neighbors in need.
In service, Lindsey Silliman
Volunteer and Food Drive Coordinator

Quarters Drive

Soup Kitchen

Thank you to all who have continued to support the quarters drive. Quarters go to
Refugee Support Services for use in laundry facilities in many apartment buildings
used by recently arrived refugees. Please continue to save your quarters as the
need will be ongoing. You may drop them off at church Monday-Thursday from 10
am – 2 pm.

Volunteers continue to gather every Thursday, in the kitchen at St. Mark's to
prepare grab 'n' go lunches. If you are interested in volunteering on Thursdays please contact Susan Lakeman.
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Social Ministry
Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson
God's Work, Our Hands - Temple Talk - 8.22.21
Ephesians 2: 8-10 says: For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it
is the gift of God— not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
Our church — and our world — continue to live through the COVID-19 pandemic. Amid this ongoing
situation we continue to be church together. During this time, congregations of the ELCA continue to support
ministries that serve vulnerable people in our community and beyond, showing the love and concern we, as God's
people, have for one another. These caring acts allow us to explore one of our most basic Lutheran convictions:
All of life in Jesus Christ — every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life — flows freely from a
living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
For a number of years, the ELCA has sponsored "God's Work, Our Hands" Sunday in September. This
special day of service throughout the ELCA offers a unique opportunity to show love for our neighbors and make
our communities a better place. We believe God is calling us to reach out to the people around us with the
message of hope we know in Jesus Christ. You as individuals and families do this kind of work every day, but
"God's Work, Our Hands" Sunday gives us the chance to grow together as a church family while strengthening our
relationships with God and with our neighbors.
This year's celebration of "God's Work, Our Hands" day will be Sunday, Sept. 12. Here at St. Mark's we will
participate in several service projects to honor this day of service in the ELCA. Our Social Ministry and
Congregational Life Committees have partnered to make available several activities for our congregation on Sept.
12. First, as you can see in your bulletin, we will be promoting a school supply drive now through Sept. 19. We are
excited that this year we are able to provide needed materials for a school with ties to St. Mark's. Many of you
know Laura Wenzel, daughter of Ron and Betsy Wenzel. Laura grew up at St. Mark's and is now a first grade
teacher at Merry Oaks International Academy in Charlotte. Their students are very bright and the school has been
recognized as being exemplary in holding students to high standards and demonstrating school effectiveness in
teaching and learning, serving as a model for other schools. However, 100% of their students qualify for free or
reduced lunches, which indicates that the school is located in an area with large concentrations of low income
students.
Here's where we come in. For many of these families, school supplies are the last priority when it comes to
purchasing necessary items. Many of them have to make the terrible decision of whether to buy food or pay the
rent and are often unable to provide even basic, essential items that their children need for school. By providing
some of these things for them, we can take that particular burden off the parents, as well as the teachers.
You'll see a list of needed items in the bulletin. There are bins in the Gathering Space where you can drop
off donations. A note on one of the items: the teachers have requested subscriptions to the Scholastic News, a
weekly magazine that encourages reading and learning skills on the appropriate grade level, for each student.
There are 105 First Graders at the school, and cost per student is $6.55 for an entire year's worth of magazines.
We'd like to challenge the congregation to raise $688.00 to cover the cost of these magazines for the whole first
grade at Merry Oaks. If you would like to donate towards these subscriptions, simply write a check to St. Mark's
with "Merry Oaks Academy" in the memo line.
Then, on "God's Work, Our Hands" Sunday, we will meet together in the Fellowship Hall after worship. One
of our activities will be to write notes of encouragement to the first grade students and teachers at Merry Oaks.
We'd love
Continued on page 6
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Social Ministry
Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson

Continued from page 5
to have a note for each student and teacher, so we'll need all of your help! We'll deliver these notes with the
school supplies. In addition, we're planning at least one other service opportunity for that day, and we'll give
more details as that is finalized. To make it even more fun, we'll enjoy ice cream while we're completing our
projects.
We're delighted to assist Laura Wenzel and her students, and thank you in advance for your generosity.
As the verses from Ephesians that we began with illustrate, God created us to love and serve our
neighbor as a way of life. The ELCA tagline for this day sums it up perfectly by saying "Together in Jesus
Christ we are freed by grace to live faithfully, witness boldly and serve joyfully."
Thank you, and we look forward to seeing you on September 12 as we use our hands for God's work!
Submitted by Karen Feezor

Together in Jesus Christ we are freed by grace
to live faithfully, witness boldly and serve joyfully.

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE AUGUST 22 -SEPTEMBER 19
The Congregational Life and Social Ministry Committees will be collecting school supplies for the 1st graders at
Merry Oaks International Academy. Laura Wenzel is a teacher there, and 100% of their students are on free or
reduced lunch. Please bring the items to Church and place in the designated bins in the gathering place.
1st Grade School Supply Needs
• Scholastic News Subscriptions.
There are 105 1st graders and each subscription costs $6.55.
If you wish to help, please place a check made out to St. Mark's in the offering plate,
with Merry Oaks Elementary in the memo line.
• 3 sets of assorted book bins – (Amazon)
Storex 62414U05C Small Cubby Bin, Plastic Storage Container
• Kids scissors
• Erasers to put on pencils
• 3 prong plastic folders (yellow, red, and green)
• Outdoor play equipment (soccer balls, Frisbees, footballs, etc)
Please contact Laura Wenzel if you have any questions
stmarkselca1001@gmail.com
On God's Work, Our Hands Sunday, September 12th, after the service, we will gather to write notes of
encouragement to the students and teachers at Merry Oaks and do other service activities. We will also enjoy
ice cream bars provided by the Congregational Life committee.
On September 19th, the supplies and cards will be blessed and sent. Everyone is encouraged to bring their
backpacks, bags, and briefcases for blessing also, a reminder that our hands carry out God's work.
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Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson

Tom Eure and Amelia Osborne of Morning Star, Matthews, are excited to share an original song and
music video specifically for use on God's work. Our hands. Sunday—and any other time, too! The
song, "Love Compels Us To," is combined with 86 feet of artwork to make a beautiful Crankie
Collaboration. It includes not only the beautifully decorated hands of members all across the NC
Synod but also images of ministries that we do in God's name for others in our various communities.
Over 10 groups helped with the artwork of this crankie, including an Agapé Day Camp, the bishop,
and nine congregations. Crankies are an enchanting form of Folk Art storytelling with roots all the way
back to the 1800's. Crankies use long scrolls of art wound on two spools. As the spools are "cranked"
the story comes to life, often with the help of shadow puppets.
Some of St. Mark's members traced and decorated their hands on this wonderful "crankie" scroll.
Click on the video image above to see this video on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=yYPL5UBt0F0).

Christian Education
Sunday Christian Education Hour
On September 26, St. Mark's will be restarting the Sunday
Christian Education Hour at 9:30 am, for children, youth and
adults.
Confirmation (9/26 start) and High School SCS (10/3 start) class;
9/26 start for “Active Faith” and “Faith Forum.”
Though masks will be required, we look forward to learning and
sharing together.
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Youth & Children
Alex English Director of Youth Ministry
Children's Vacation Bible School: Come to the Waters!
On July 31, children enjoyed a program that explored the role of water in Creation, the Noah's Ark story, and
Baptism. We heard Bible stories, played games, completed crafts, sang songs, and enjoyed lunch together.
What a fun day of fellowship and learning! Thanks to Meg Fielding, Roger Kuznia, Erin English, and youth
members Jon, Michael, and Michael for helping out!

September Schedule
September 12: God's Work, Our Hands Sunday
September 19: Blessing of the backpacks
September 26: Confirmation Class Resumes
September 24: Youth Lock-in (subject to change)
October 3: High School Sunday School Resumes
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Youth & Children
Alex English Director of Youth Ministry
Adult Vacation Bible School: Resiliency
and Reliance on God
On August 1-2, adults enjoyed fellowship,
discussion, and learning about resilience.
On Sunday, we gathered in the Fellowship
Hall. Les played hymns about resilience
and relying on God, Alex provided a talk
about the resilience of Paul, and Carol
Goodall discussed building resilience from
a psychological perspective.

On Monday evening, Pastor Tim
delivered a talk in the Sanctuary
about resiliency in Scripture and
personal stories about resilience.
Both sessions include “breakout
discussions” for participants to
share their thoughts. The program
was well-received by attendees.
Thanks to the Christian Education
Committee for putting this program
together!

Youth Service Day
On August 5, Youth gathered at St. Mark’s for a day of service and fellowship. We prepared and served food at
the Soup Kitchen, we cleaned up overgrowth on trees on our property, completed a couple of odd jobs around
the building, and “re-opened” the Youth Room for a time of fun. A special thanks goes to Susan Lakeman and
Sally McCauley for helping Alex lead this event!
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Congregational Life
Kay Sehorn Committee Chairperson

St. Mark's Book Group
The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet on Thursday, September 23, at 10
am. "Code Name Helene" by Ariel Lawhon will be the topic of our discussion.
This story is told in interwoven timelines around four code names that were used
during WWII. Not only is the book spellbinding, but it shows the real exploits of a
woman who should be a household name for her bravery and accomplishments.
Please contact Judy Tolbert for more information. All are welcome to participate.

BOOK & PUZZLE SWAP
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10
NOW WE’RE ALSO SWAPPING PUZZLES!

★ Bring your unwanted books and puzzles to the Gathering Place any Sunday through October 10.
★ This includes fiction and nonfiction books and puzzles for all ages.
★ Leave them in the big green Book Swap box.
★ Take as many books and puzzles home as you like when you leave church on October 10.
★ They're yours, even if you didn’t bring anything to swap.
★ Enjoy your new books and puzzles!
★ Remaining books will be donated to Christian Library International, http://cli.world
Sponsored by St. Mark’s Library Committee

September Serving Schedule
Crucifer/Acolyte
9/5 C/A Michael Huang
9/12 C: Jon Lakeman
A: Michael Lakeman
9/19 C/A Maddie Thompson
9/26 C: Kelsey Smith
A: Riley Smith

9/5

Lectors

9/26

9/5
9/12
9/19
9/26

9/12
9/19

Meg Fielding
Karen Feezor
Emily Foley
Judy Frye

Tabulators
9/5
9/12
9/19
9/26

Janice Miller, Alan Harms
Susan League, Dianne Thomas
Joe Barrett, Alan Harms
David Platt, Charles Lakeman

Greeters

Prayer Assistants

Evelyn Gerdes,
Jackie Ellington
Evelyn Gerdes
Eddie & Carol Goodall
Patrick & Rebecca Huang
Jay Jacob
Richard & Millie Cansler
Bill & Jane Thompson

9/5
9/12
9/19
9/26

Ushers
Team D:
Ken Williams
Larry Dagenhart, Jr.
Alan Harms
Dale Hopp

Bill Schwartz
Tom Tolbert
Youth
Larry Dagenhart, Jr.

Communion Assistants
9/5
9/12
9/19
9/26

Steve Rach,
Ken Hazen
Michael Huang,
Jane Thompson
Carol Goodall,
Chris Miller
John Simon,
Ruth Barrett
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Gifts & Memorials
Jay Jacob Committee Chairperson
In Memory of Joyce Campbell

In Memory of John W. Foust

Sally McCauley - Soup Kitchen
James & Mary Lou Kiser - Soup Kitchen
David & Janice Simpson - Soup Kitchen & Agape
Sunday School Class
Phyllis Campbell - Soup Kitchen

James & Mary Lou Kiser- Gifts & Memorials
Rick & Martha Faulkenberry - Gifts & Memorials
Gene & Marie Daniels - Gifts & Memorials
Sandra Reynolds - Gifts & Memorials
Louise Cobb - Gifts & Memorials
O.B. & Bev Kelley - Gifts & Memorials
Evelyn Gerdes - Pastor's Discretionary
Richard & Millie Cansler - Gifts & Memorials
Ralph W. Smith III - Gifts & Memorials
Glen & Dana Kelley - Gifts & Memorials
Wade Kirkland - Gifts & Memorials
The Warner Family of Charlotte, NC - Gifts &
Memorials
John & Patsy McAlister - Gifts & Memorials
Linda Howell - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of O. Thomas Waggoner, Sr.
Jane Lawing Waggoner - St. Mark's Youth Group
(Jr. & Sr. High)

In Memory of H. Lloyd Ginns
Evelyn Gerdes - Social Ministry

In Honor of Steve & Sandy Rach's
50th Anniversary
William & Jane Thompson - Gifts & Memorials

In Honor of Michael & Tara Thompson's
25th Anniversary

In Honor of Olivia Gabriella Iannelli
Karl Scheblein & Julie Adamich-Scheblein - Gifts &
Memorial

William & Jane Thompson - Gifts & Memorials

September Birthdays
9/1
9/2
9/4
9/4
9/6
9/6
9/7
9/8
9/8
9/9
9/9
9/9

Harold Finlon
Sybille Brown
Melissa Parrish
Laurie Feola
Sarah East
Sheri Stockton
Tom Sehorn
Joanne Marz
Jerry Poplin
Louise Cobb
Evelyn Gerdes
Sean Fielding

9/11
9/11
9/11
9/11
9/13
9/13
9/13
9/14
9/16
9/16
9/17
9/17

Tom Conner
Micalyne Zimmerman
Michael Zimmerman, Jr.
Amanda Platt
Mary Roof Bowman
Nicholas Howarth
Quinten White
Jamie Dotson
Kay Sehorn
Roxi Tolbert
Derek Dittner
Ryan Wilt

9/18
9/19
9/21
9/22
9/23
9/25
9/27
9/27
9/27
9/27
9/29
9/30

Benny Cox
Dianne Thomas
Jay Harbinson
Charles Timm
Ron Wenzel, Jr.
Ruth Barrett
Lisa Barnette
Carol Usinger
Ernie Marion
Sharon MacWhirter-Cooper
Lauren Miller
Kirsten Doyne
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

Laura Blauch, Katie Melton,
handbell duo, Tenth Sunday
after Pentecost

Bell Tree, Tenth
Sunday after
Pentecost

Delenn Rumbolo, Cantor and
Soprano Soloist, Eleventh
Sunday after Pentecost

St. Mark's Choir and
Handbells resume!

Steve and Sandy Rach,
Eleventh Sunday after
Pentecost

Altar Flowers, Eleventh
Sunday after Pentecost

Wednesday evening rehearsals are
scheduled to resume for our choir and
handbell choir Wednesday, September 8th!
St. Mark's Handbells 6:00-6:50 p.m. & St.
Mark's Choir 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Contact Les Ackerman for details.
The choir will sing at the 10:30 service on
September 12th for the first time in
1 & 1/2 years!

Palmer Stevenson,
Twelfth Sunday after
Pentecost

Altar Flowers, Eleventh
Sunday after Pentecost

St. Mark's welcomed a guest organist,
Dr. Keith McNabb, while Les Ackerman
was on vacation. He is pictured with
Delenn Rumbolo, Twelfth Sunday after
Pentecost.

You can see these recorded worship services at https//www.SaintMarksCharlotte.org/
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing
"Love Divine, All Loves Excelling" ELW 631
This hymn was first published in 1747 by the great English hymn writer Charles Wesley (1707-1788),
and is considered one of his most beloved hymns, perhaps only sharing highest popularity with "Hark!
the Herald Angels Sing" ELW 270, and "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today ELW 373). The idea for the hymn
was taken from a popular song by the poet John Dryden, "Fairest isle, all isles excelling." Austin
Lovelace writes of this hymn: "Its theme is the great thread of divine love which runs through all of
Wesley's hymns. After a prayer addressed to Christ to dwell within our lives, the hymn turns to the theme
of sanctification--God's 'great salvation' is sufficient to deliver a Christian from the power as well as from
the guilt of sin (2 Corinthians 5:17). Thus we are 'going on to perfection,' being 'changed from glory into
glory' (2 Corinthians 3:18)." Wesley's hymn is beautifully paired with the Welsh hymn tune HYFRYDOL,
which means delightful, beautiful, sweet and melodious.

"For the Beauty of the Earth" ELW 879
This popular hymn, from the Praise and Thanksgiving section of our hymnal, was written by a twenty-nine old
following a walk in the beautiful countryside outside of his native Bath, England. Folliott S. Pierpoint (18351917) found inspiration in the beauty of his surroundings, and this hymn is the result. He wrote eight stanzas,
five included in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, with a few modifications. Pierpoint begins by acknowledging the
beauty of creation, but also thanks God for family relationships, human love and friendships, physical senses,
and Jesus himself. The remaining stanzas reflect the authors original intent for this to serve as a communion
hymn. The refrain is inspired by Hebrews 13:15 "let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God." The tune
name DIX came from the association of this melody from a hymn by William Dix (1837-1898) "As with Gladness
Men of Old" ELW 302. Conrad Kocher (1786-1872) is the composer.

"You Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim" ELW 825
This hymn of praise comes to us from a collection of four hymns with the interesting title Hymns For Times of
Trouble and Persecution (London, 1744). Written by the great Methodist hymn writer Charles Wesley (17071788), during a time when the Methodists were being accused of trying to overthrow the Crown. Their meetings
were broken up, their people mobbed, plundered and dragged before magistrates. The original text had six
stanzas, with Evangelical Lutheran Worship including four. Here is one of the omitted stanzas: "Men, devils
engage, the billows arise, and horribly rage, and threaten the skies. Their fury shall never our steadfastness
shock. The weakest believer is built on a Rock". The language of the included stanzas reflect an updated
adjustment of the original text, "Ye Servants of God", etc. This hymn is now a hymn of praise extolling God's
sovereignty and magnifying the glories of Christ. The tune LYONS has long been attributed to Johann Michael
Haydn (1737-1806), the younger brother of Franz Joseph Haydn, but is probably based on a theme from a
composition by Joseph Martin Kraus (1756-1792), his Sonata in Twelve Variations.
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We Sing the Faith
"This Is My Father's World" ELW 824
This hymn is taken from a sixteen-verse poem written by Presbyterian minister Maltbie D. Babcock (18581901) published in his collection Thoughts for Everyday Living (New York, 1901). The first line of each
stanza begins "This is my Father's world", with the singer joining with rocks, trees, skies, and seas in the
praise of God who is creator, sustainer, and ruler. The author was known to leave his home for an early
morning walk up a hill overlooking Lake Ontario saying, "I am going out to see my Father's world." The
tune TERRA PATRIS was written for this hymn by Franklin L. Sheppard (1852-1930), a friend of Reverend
Babcock.

Hymn Suggestions
September 5, 2021 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 23
James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor with more honor than the
poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician women in
today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s
children? Or was he speaking out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits when she took
him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who
brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor as a child and heir.
Hymns: ELW 834 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ST. DENIO
ELW 612 Healer of Our Every Ill HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL
ELW 884 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (Offertory) OLD HUNDREDTH
ELW 617 We Come to You for Healing, Lord MARTYRDOM
ELW 705 God of Grace, and God of Glory CWM RHONDDA

September 12, 2021 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 24
Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week we hear Mark’s
version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to eat
his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus’ words about his own
coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of
Messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross (14:3), so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the
cross.
Hymns: ELW 660 Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER
ELW 798 Will You Come and Follow Me KELVINGROVE
ELW 884 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (Offertory) OLD HUNDREDTH
ELW 472 Eat This Bread (sing three times) BERTHIER
ELW 733 Great Is Thy Faithfulness FAITHFULNESS
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Hymn Suggestions
September 19, 2021 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 25
Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over which one of them is
the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, to make it concrete, he puts in front of
them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome the children God puts in front of us, to make room
for them in daily interaction, and to give them a place of honor in the assembly.
Hymns: ELW 886 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing AZMON
ELW 781 Children of the Heavenly Father TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA
ELW 686 We Give Thee but Thine Own (stanzas 1 & 2) (Offertory) HEATH
ELW 466 In the Singing BREAD OF PEACE
ELW 880 O God Beyond All Praising THAXTED

September 26, 2021 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 26
Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and the disciples want
him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders who prophesied without
official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus welcomes good being done
in his name, even when it is not under his control. The circle we form around Jesus’ word must be able to
value good being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep tabs on.
Hymns: ELW 553 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies RATISBON
ELW 719 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life WALTON
ELW 712 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (stanza one) (Offertory) BEACH SPRING
ELW 800 Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart MORECAMBE
ELW 638 Blessed Assurance ASSURANCE

St. Mark's welcomed a guest preacher in
August while Pastor Tim was on vacation.
Brad Alexander, a Certified Lay Preacher of
the NC Synod of the ELCA, preached on
August 1. He worships at the Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer, Gastonia, serving
as an Adult Sunday School Teacher, member
of the Congregational Care Team and various
other areas in the Congregation.
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