ReMarks

August 2021

St. Mark's Lutheran Church

“Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty."(John 6:35)

The Pastor's Pen
Dear Friends in Christ,
There’s nothing like the smell and taste of freshly baked bread, yet we often buy bread at supermarkets – bread
that has been baked days beforehand. And, who hasn’t “stocked up” on bread at the store, placing bread in the
freezer at home? Though bread is something we are well acquainted with, it’s probably good to hear again that
Jesus is “the bread of life.” The readings for August challenge us to see anew that though Jesus fed the five
thousand, the same people also struggled to believe that Jesus could feed their deepest spiritual hunger each and
every day.
At the synagogue in Capernaum, Jesus said, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” Jesus foreshadowed the meaning of his last meal by identifying
himself, his body and blood, with the bread and wine of the Eucharist. John’s gospel reminds us that we are
created for more than simply our biological needs, cravings, likes and dislikes; we are also created to live in the
Spirit, for God and for our neighbor.
We have lived for almost a year and a half amidst the challenge of pandemic and strife, and it has not been easy.
We have learned again that we are frail and broken both as individuals and as a world. As the world hungers and
thirsts for material food and drink, our sinful brokenness also points to our spiritual hunger.
Yet John’s gospel tells us that many of Jesus’ followers stopped walking with him because they found his teaching
too difficult. They didn’t mind being with Jesus when he was feeding the crowds, but stumbled when Jesus invited
them to believe. Disappointed, Jesus asked Peter and the disciples, "Do you also wish to go away?" Peter
answered Jesus with words that should also be our confession, "Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words
of eternal life” (Jn. 6:68).
As we long to be fully free of a pandemic, Peter reminds us to lean on Jesus, the bread of life, whose words lead
to eternal life. Jesus offers us himself each day. Do we treat Jesus as daily bread, turning to him in prayer, and
relying upon his grace and forgiveness? As we live with the contradiction of signs of normalcy amidst a continuing
pandemic, look to Jesus whose words lead to eternal life, and daily feed on him in your hearts with faith, so that
strengthened you might become bread for others. Amen.
In the grace and peace of Christ Jesus,
Pastor Tim McKenzie
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207 | 704.375.9185 | stmarkscharlotte.org
September 2021 ReMarks deadline is 8/16/20
Email articles/pictures to stmarkselca1001@gmail.com
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July Council Highlights
The Congregational Council met on the evening of July 12 in the large conference room at the church.
Chris Miller led the group in devotions at the beginning of the meeting.
Agenda topics:
Holy Communion:
Pastor Tim provided the group with detailed instructions and information on the distribution of holy
communion. Group practiced in the sanctuary.
Financial Update:
Year-to-date finances are overall mixed but doing pretty well all things considered.
The council unanimously approved moving forward with a financial audit to be completed in
November.
Family Ministry:
Job description for family ministry position has been created and was unanimously approved.
This job description will be sent to the Synod to begin a search.
By-Laws:
Steve presented an update on our By-Law revisions.
The majority of the by-laws have been reviewed and revised as necessary. These revisions were
discussed at length with the council.
A few remaining updates will be presented at the next council meeting where a motion will be
sought to approve the full updates of the by-laws to send to the Synod.
Once the Synod approves both our by-law and constitution updates, they will come to the annual
congregational meeting in October for congregational review/approval.
Submitted by Christopher Miller

Director of Family
Ministry Search
on St. Mark's website
under "Ministries"
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The President s Posts
By Lowell Engelhard
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Social Ministry
Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson

L&F baker's rack 7.28.21

Social Ministry has requested your support through July by bringing
these food items for LOAVES & FISHES:
ALMOST 188,000
Canned entrees (spaghetti, stew, etc.),
CHILDREN IN OUR
Boxed mac & cheese (any size, any brand) COMMUNITY ARE
Canned meats (chicken, tuna, spam)
FACING HUNGER
Peanut butter (any size, any brand)
THIS SUMMER
Boxed cereal (not too sugary)
Canned fruit (any kind, any size, preferably in
natural juices)
You can still bring your items August 1, as they will be delivered
August 2, but of course the need for food will not end then. If you
have missed the opportunity to donate in July, please bring your
items anyway.
You can drop off donations at the choir room door Monday –
Thursday from 10:00 to 2:00, or place them on the baker's rack
when you come to church.

Quarters Drive
Thank you to all who have continued to support the quarters
drive. Quarters go to Refugee Support Services for use in laundry
facilities in many apartment buildings used by recently arrived
refugees. Please continue to save your quarters as the need will
be ongoing. You may drop them off at church Monday-Thursday
from 10 am – 2 pm.

St. Mark's Soup Kitchen is one of the ministries highlighted for the
"God's Work, Our Hands" video. See page 5.
It's important that we all stay dehydrated, especially during the
summer months. We are asking for donations of bottled water.
Our volunteers make sure that each neighbor gets bottled water
with their meal and also to take with them as they leave.
Volunteers continue to gather every Thursday, in the kitchen at St.
Mark's to prepare grab 'n' go lunches. If you are interested in
volunteering on Thursdays - please contact Susan Lakeman.
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Social Ministry
Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson
Collaborate to Celebrate Ministries!
St. Mark's was invited to participate in a special
opportunity celebrating NC Synod ministries through a
unique art collaboration. On July 8, we gathered in the
Fellowship Hall for a fun video project with local
Lutheran artists and musicians, Tom Eure and Amelia
Osborne for “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday. They
asked for our help celebrating the many and varied
ministries of the synod. They came to St. Mark's—and
brought their art with them! Our church family was
invited to trace and decorate their handprints on one roll
of paper, that will also be decorated by other ELCA
churches, in witness to the work God is doing through all
of our hands!. Tom and Amelia will then incorporate this
into their music video for their original song “Love
Compels Us To.” They will also be including different
images of ways our congregations serve others in the
name of Christ in their background art.
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Youth & Children
Alex English Director of Youth Ministry
August 5: Youth Service Day
Youth are invited to serve at St. Mark's from 9:00-5:30 pm. We'll serve at the Soup Kitchen, engage in one or
two more service activities here, and "re-open" the Youth Room for the late afternoon. We look forward to a
day of fun, fellowship, and service! Please let Alex know if you would like to attend.
August 29: Acolyte/Crucifer Training
Time TBA. All youth in grades 6-12 are invited for training to serve as acolytes and crucifers during worship.
Parents and youth, would you like to talk with Alex?
His door and phone are always open to you for
chatting and/or prayer.

Davis Ferner's Scout project
For his Eagle Scout project, Davis Ferner refurbished
two of our picnic tables and built three new ones. He
led a group of Boy Scouts in completing this project
over two days. The tables will be used by St. Mark's
members and Soup Kitchen neighbors for years to
come. On July 11, the tables were dedicated during
the worship service. Thank you for sharing your gifts
and labor with the congregation, Davis!

Movie Outing On July 10, several youth
and Alex enjoyed watching Black Widow
together at the movies!
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Christian Education
Emily Foley Committee Chairperson

Congregational Life
St. Mark's Book Group
The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet on Thursday, Aug. 26, at 10 am. We
will discuss "Home to Holly Springs" by Jan Karon. This is another delightful book
about Father Tim Kavanagh, his family, friends, and others he meets along the
way. This one has him revisiting his early life and hometown. All are invited to join
us. Please contact Judy Tolbert (803.230.7069 or judytolbert@comporium.net) for
more information.

Book Swap!

Book Swap 2019

Remember, book lovers, start
saving your used books for our
fall Book Swap. We'll announce
the date of the book exchange
by the end of summer and when
you can start bringing in your
books. Let's make this one the
best ever!

Behind the scenes: John Graham
often changes St. Mark's light bulbs.
Thank you, John!
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Gifts & Memorials
Jay Jacob Committee Chairperson
In Memory of Joyce Campbell

In Memory of O. Thomas Waggoner, Sr.
David & Linda Wyatt - Young Children's Ministry (April)

Sarah Ingle - Soup Kitchen
Stephen & Jane McCall - Soup Kitchen
David & Janice Simpson - Soup Kitchen
Evelyn Gerdes - Pastor's Discretionary Fund
Joanne Marz - Pastor's Discretionary Fund
Scott & Melody Howarth - Pastor's Discretionary
Fund
Linda & David Wyatt - St Mark's Jr & Sr High
Youth Programs

In Memory of Doris Hill
John & Marilyn Graham - Pastor's Discretionary Fund

In Honor of Bill Schwartz's 90th Birthday
Stephen & Jane McCall - Anne Schwartz Music Fund

In Honor of Doug & Carol Milheim
Dale & Mary Lou Hopp - Soup Kitchen

August Serving Schedule

August Birthdays
8/1
8/2
8/2
8/3
8/3
8/4
8/4
8/4
8/6
8/7
8/11
8/13
8/14
8/14
8/16
8/16
8/16
8/17
8/19
8/22
8/23
8/24
8/27
8/29
8/31
8/31

Helen Howard
Dominic Andujar
Larry Dagenhart, Jr.
Nick Crosby
David Wyatt
Alex Lippert
Andrew Dixon
Marcia Newlin
Laura Wenzel
Jason White
John Simon, Jr.
Les Ackerman
Eileen Dunlap
Kim Wall
Kay Finlon
Mary Anna Summer
Matthew Usinger
Carlene Schock
Vera Otterstadt
Doug Milheimr
Barbara Mobley
Katie Zager
Matt Hurley
Kimberly Zimmerman
Cathy Ritchie
Evelyn English

Greeters

Crucifer/Acolyte

8/1
8/8

8/1
8/8
8/15
8/22
8/29

8/15
8/22
8/29

Flint Foley, Susan Lakeman
Joanne Marz, Ted Seman,
David Thomason
Benny & Judy Cox,
Mark & Diane Thornton
Neil & Charlotte Dixon,
Charles & Susan Lakeman
Dale & Mary Lou Hopp,
Susan League

Ushers

Lectors

Prayer Assistants

8/1
8/8
8/15
8/22
8/29

8/1
8/8
8/15
8/22
8/29

Kelsey Smith
Riley Smith
Robert Adden
Lisa Barnette
Mindy Curley

Tabulators

8/1

Doug Milheim,
Joe Barrett
8/8 Charles Lakeman,
Diane Thomas
8/15 Karen Feezor,
Meg Fielding
8/22 Doug Milheim,
Richard Cansler
8/29 Cliff Edahl,
Kevin Feezor

C/A Michael Huang
C/A: Maddy Thompson
C/A Brooks Stevenson
C/A Palmer Stevenson
C: Brady Ferner
A: Davis Ferner

Charles Lakeman
Jonathan Lakeman
Maddie Thompson
Dave Dunlap
Kelly Price

Team C:
Tom Sehorn
Benny Cox
Hannah Cameron
Karen Covington
Nick Crosby
Mindy Curley
Roger Kuznia

Communion Assistants
8/1
8/8
8/15
8/22
8/29

Steve Rach,
Michael Huang
Carol Goodall,
Chris Miller
Ruth Barrett,
John Simon
Gretchen Dodge,
Layton Campbell
Sally McCauley,
Susan Lakeman
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

Gabe Slesinger, Trumpeter,
Micah Hein, Cantor,
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Trio of Trumpets, Sixth
Sunday after
Pentecost

Amy Woodall, Alto
Soloist/Cantor, Micah Hein,
Baritone Soloist and Cantor

DeLenn Rumbolo, Cantor,
Eighth Sunday after
Pentecost

Michael Lakeman,
Acolyte/Crucifer, Eighth
Sunday after Pentecost

Samuel Sparrow, Charlotte
Symphony Clarinetist, Eighth
Sunday after Pentecost

Psalm, Ninth Pentecost

Layton Campbell, Tenor,
Linda Carter, Soprano, St.
Mark’s Choir members.

Johnny Harmon, Tenor
Soloist/Cantor, David Clark,
Baritone Soloist/Cantor, Ninth
Sunday after Pentecost

You can see these recorded worship services at https//www.SaintMarksCharlotte.org/
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing
"O Beautiful for Spacious Skies" ELW 888
Katherine Lee Bates (1859-1929) head of the English department for over forty years at Wellesley
College, MA, wrote this hymn in July of 1893 during a trip to Pikes Peak, Colorado. She says "it was
then and there, looking out over the sea-like expanse of fertile country spreading away so far under
those ample skies, that the opening line of the hymn floated into my mind." On the way to Colorado,
she stopped at the Columbian World Exposition in Chicago, where the "white city" exhibition was the
source for the words "alabaster cities" in the final stanza. Samuel A. Ward, organist at Grace Episcopal
Church in New York is the composer of the tune MATERNA. It was first paired with the hymn "O
Mother Dear, Jerusalem" (1888), (this text being the source for the name MATERNA or "motherly"). It
wasn't until 1912 that Ward's tune was paired with Bate's hymn.

"Faith of Our Fathers" ELW 812
Frederick W. Faber (1814-1863) first published this hymn in his collection Jesus and Mary; or Catholic
Hymns for Singing and Reading (London, 1849). This is an example of a hymn whose meaning is completely
different from the original intent of the author. Austin Lovelace, American composer, author and hymnologist,
sums it up nicely: "Faber sought to convert England to Catholicism with faith of our fathers, but Unitarians
altered it for Protestant use, and it is found in practically all American hymnals and sung with enthusiasm as
singers vow to be true to the faith till death. God moves in mysterious ways!" The tune ST. CATHERINE is
named for Saint Catherine of Alexandria (287-305), a fourth-century Christian martyr.

"The Church's One Foundation" ELW 654
Samuel J. Stone (1839-1900), a Church of England pastor, penned this hymn in 1866. It is from a collection
of hymns he published on the Apostles' Creed: Twelve Hymns on the Twelve Articles of the Apostles' Creed.
This hymn is based on the ninth article "The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints." Stone wrote
this hymn to assist his congregation comprehend "the breadth and depth of meaning contained in each
Article of the Confession of Faith." Christ is the foundation (1 Corinthians 3:11), its members' are his "new
creation" (11 Corinthians 5:17), and they are his "holy bride" for whom he gave his life. Samuel Sebastian
Wesley (1810-1876) composed the tune AURELIA, (girl's name of Latin origin meaning "the golden one")
which was paired to Stone's hymn in 1868.

"Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee" ELW 836
This hymn was written in 1907 by Henry van Dyke (1852-1933). In addition to being a Presbyterian minister,
van Dyke was professor of literature at Princeton University, a Navy chaplain during World War I, and served
as an ambassador to Holland and Luxembourg. He was a prolific writer, with twenty-five books to his credit,
including Book of Poems (1911) in which this hymn is included. He stated his purpose in writing it as follows:
"These verses are simple expressions of common Christian feelings and desires in this present time, hymns
of today that may be sung together by people who know the thought of the age, and are not afraid that any
truth of science will destroy their religion or that any revolution on earth will overthrow the kingdom of
heaven". Van Dyke requested that this hymn be sung to the tune HYMN TO JOY, the famous tune from the
last movement of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony.
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith
"Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer" ELW 618
William Williams (1717-1791) affectionately known as the "sweet singers of Wales", was ordained as an Anglican
deacon, but spent most of his life as an evangelistic preacher, covering nearly 100,00 miles of Wales on
horseback. He wrote around 800 hymns, most in Welsh, with this one being the only one known outside of
Wales. It was first published in 1745 with the original title "Strength to Pass Through the Wilderness." The Exodus
and the journey through the wilderness to Canaan is the basis of the hymn with references to "Bread of heaven"
(Exodus 16:4-18), "the crystal fountain" (Exodus 17:4-6), "the fiery, cloudy pillar" (Exodus 13:21) and "verge of
Jordan" (Joshua 3:14-17). John Hughes (1873-1932) wrote the tune CWM RHONDDA ("Rhondda Valley") for a
Baptist Welsh singing festival in 1903.

Hymn Suggestions
August 1, 2021 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 18
Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him for a sign of his power;
perhaps it is a daily manna they want. As always in John’s gospel when people want a sign, Jesus offers himself.
He is the bread come from heaven to give life to the world. He calls us to come to him and believe in him, and
through that relationship to know the one who sent him.
Hymns: ELW 618 Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer CWM RHONDDA
ELW 485 I Am the Bread of Life I AM THE BREAD
ELW 461 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (stanza one) (Offertory) HOLY MANNA
ELW 472 Eat This Bread BERTHIER
ELW 542 O Living Bread from Heaven AURELIA

August 8, 2021 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 19
Jesus says that the bread he gives for the life of the world is his flesh, and whoever eats this bread has eternal
life now and will be raised on the last day. In Ephesians Paul tells us what this life Jesus gives us looks like, this
life we live as those marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit in baptism. We live in love, as Christ loved us and
gave himself up for us. The whole purpose of life is giving yourself for the other.
Hymns: ELW 858 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty LOBE DEN HERREN
ELW 658 O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts WALTON
ELW 487 What Feast of Love (stanza one) (Offertory) GREENSLEEVES
ELW 466 In the Singing BREAD OF PEACE
ELW 631 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling HYFRYDOL

August 15, 2021 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 20
Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, and invites all to come and eat her bread and drink her wine. The first
chapter of John’s gospel owes much to the biblical tradition that imagined Wisdom as existing before anything
was created and having a role in the work of creation. Christ, the wisdom of God (1Cor. 1:24), today, invites us to
eat his flesh and drink his blood. John’s gospel includes no account of the institution of the Lord’s supper, but
here we can’t help hearing Jesus’ words as an invitation to the meal of bread and wine we share.
Hymns: ELW 879 For the Beauty of the Skies DIX
ELW 469 By Your Hand You Feed Your People CAMROSE
ELW 487 What Feast of Love (stanza one) (Offertory) GREENSLEEVES
ELW 759 My Faith Looks Up to Three OLIVET
ELW 812 Faith of Our Fathers ST. CATHERINE
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

Hymn Suggestions
August 22, 2021 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 21
In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and drink his blood; even many
of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom can
we go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes sing just before the gospel is read. “You have the words of
eternal life.” In order to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves with the
word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors of the gospel.
Hymns: ELW 825 You Servants of God LYONS
ELW 810 O Jesus, I Have Promised MUNICH
ELW 884 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (Offertory) OLD HUNDREDTH
ELW 758 You Are the Way DUNDEE
ELW 848 Give to Our God Immortal Praise! DUKE STREET

August 29, 2021 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 22
Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, while the essence of God’s law is
ignored. True uncleanness comes not from external things, but from the intentions of the human heart. Last
week Jesus told us “the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63). Now James says God
has given us birth by the word of truth. We who were washed in the word when we were born in the font return
to it every Sunday to ask God to create in us clean hearts.
Hymns: ELW 855 Crown Him with Many Crowns DIADEMATA
ELW 772 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide my Ways EVAN
ELW 884 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (Offertory) OLD HUNDREDTH
ELW 465 As the Grains of Wheat AS THE GRAINS
ELW 824 This Is My Father’s World TERRA PATRIS

Lester E. Ackerman, Jr., Director of Music Ministry and Organist

St. Mark's welcomed two guest pastors in July while Pastor Tim was on vacation. Rev. Carl
Yost who has served congregations in North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Alabama
and is a retired U.S. military chaplain, on the left, preached on July 18, and Rev. Sara Ilderton,
Assistant to the Bishop for Candidacy and Boundaries, on the right, preached on July 25.
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