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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
 

August 1, 2021 | 9:30 

The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Service of Holy Communion 
 

Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him for a 

sign of his power; perhaps it is a daily manna they want. As always in John’s gospel when 

people want a sign, Jesus offers himself. He is the bread come from heaven to give life to the 

world. He calls us to come to him and believe in him, and through that relationship to know the 

one who sent him. 
 

  Bold responses are spoken by the congregation. 
Offerings may be placed in the plate at the entrance to the sanctuary. 

The Offering will be brought forward by the usher during the Offertory Anthem. 
 

Prelude                                    “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”        Shape Note Tune 

Laura Blauch, Solo Handbells; Setting for Solo Handbells and Piano by Linda R. Lamb 
 

The congregation stands as the cross is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

Processional Hymn        “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” (ELW 618)          CWM RHONDDA 
 1. Guide me ever, great Redeemer, pilgrim through this barren land. 
  I am weak, but you are mighty; hold me with your pow’rful hand. 
  Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore, 
  feed me now and evermore. 
 

 2. Open now the crystal fountain where the healing waters flow;  
  Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. 
  Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer, shield me with your mighty arm, 
  Shield me with your mighty arm. 
 

 3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside;  
  Death of death and hell’s destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side. 
  Song and praises, songs and praises, I will raise forevermore, 
  I will raise forevermore. 

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791’ tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt; Music: John Huges, 1873-1932 

 

Please be seated. 
 

Welcome Lowell Engelhard, Council President 
 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Confession. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is  

marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  
the God of manna,  
the God of miracles,  
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
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Drawn to Christ and seeking God's abundance, 

let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God, our provider, 

help us.  

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 

We question your ways when they differ from the ways 

of the world in which we live. 

We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you. 

Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life 

and feed us for life in the world. 

Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God: 

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 

you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 

there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, + the bread of life, 

you are shown God's mercy: 

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 
 

Greeting          

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ + the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
 

Prayer of the Day        

Let us pray. O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts before us; we 

eat and are satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need with the life that comes only from you, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

First Reading   Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15                Kelsey Smith, lector 
2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 

wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land 

of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into 

this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 4Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am 

going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather 

enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. 
9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to 
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the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.’” 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation 

of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the 

cloud. 11The LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12“I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; 

say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; 

then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’” 13In the evening quails came up and 

covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14When the 

layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as 

frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they 

did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to 

eat.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 78:23-29            Micah Hein, cantor 

  

Psalm 78:24-25 (Mark Shepperd) Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress 

 
Second Reading  Ephesians 4:1-16                 Kelsey Smith, lector 
1I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 

have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 

love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one 

body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one faith, 

one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 7But each of 

us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it is said, “When he 

ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people.” 9(When it says, 

“He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the 

earth? 10He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that 

he might fill all things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, 

some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 

building up the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 

of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14We must no longer 

be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, 

by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in 

every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and knit 

together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes 

the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation            “Lift High the Cross”       Tune by Sydney H. Nicholson (organ only) 
 

Please stand. 
 

The Holy Gospel  John 6:24-35       

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 6th chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
24So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they themselves got 

into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 25When they found him on the other 

side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” 26Jesus answered them, 

“Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate 

your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for 

eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his 

seal.” 28Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” 29Jesus 

answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30So they 

said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? 

What work are you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, 

‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it 

was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true 

bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives 

life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 35Jesus said to them, “I am 

the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will 

never be thirsty.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Homily                                     “Show me”            Brad Alexander 

  (A devotional reading or homily may also be read, if this service is being used as a devotional.) 
 

Anthem                                “Break Now the Bread of Life”  Tune by William Sherwin 

 Micah Hein, baritone soloist 
 

Please stand. 
 

Apostles’ Creed          

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   

 Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Charles Lakeman, prayer assistant) 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Prayers. 
 

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and 

all of creation. A brief silence. 
 

Loving God, you call your church to embody Christ, and give us the very body of Jesus, the 

bread of life. Lead your church, so that nourished with Christ’s body and blood, we might, with 

outstretched hands, become a visible sign of your presence so that the world might believe in 

Jesus your Son. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Creator God, you command the clouds above and cause the wind to blow in the heavens. 

Watch over deserts and wilderness places, oceans and rivers, mountains and valleys. Protect 

firefighters and all emergency first responders who risk their lives to protect others when 

extreme weather or other natural disasters occur. Help us to live in harmony with your creation 

and make us faithful stewards of the fragile bounty of this earth. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Merciful God, as you provided manna in the wilderness for the Israelites and bread for the 

hungry in Jesus, strengthen and inspire the leaders of all nations to seek an end to hunger in 

the world. Inspire leaders to care for the least and the forgotten, helping them to live as 

instruments of your peace, confident in the promise that in giving we receive, in pardoning we 

are pardoned, and in dying we are born to eternal life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Living God, like the Israelites who cried out to you in the desert, we cry out from the wilderness 

of Covid-19. As murky clouds of insecurity swirl around us again, with the delta variant and all its 

unknowns, reassure us that you are with us, that you will guide us through the uncertainty and 

that you will keep us fed with the bread of life throughout our journey to the promise of life 

beyond the pandemic. Hear us in the wilderness as we remember: Jay Harbinson, David 

Mathis, Charlie Cox, Jeffery Eckerd, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert Shirley, Rachel 

Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Jo Lammonds, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Mary Lou Kiser, Jim 

Hobbs, Paul Davis, Jimmy Schwartz, Doris Dixon, Ken Winters, Michael Frye, Rona Reeves, 

David Kutscher, Debbie Walden, Dene Shockley, Steven Hopp, Dave Dunlap, the residents of 

Matthews Glen. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Triune God, in Christ you provide food that endures to eternal life. Sustain us each day with 

Jesus the bread of life, and in the end, gather your body the church, with all the saints and the 

people of God, that we may feast together at your heavenly banquet. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Compassionate God, thank you for those who support and maintain food pantries, soup 

kitchens, community gardens and other resources to feed your hungry children. Thank you for 

the generous gifts from this congregation to support Loaves & Fishes during July. Help us to 

remember that hunger does not end in August and to continue supporting those ministries and 
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inspire us to sustain the fight against hunger and poverty in our city, our nation and our world. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Peace  

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

(please share words of peace while practicing “social distancing” as appropriate) 
 

OFFERING                                (Offerings may be placed in the plate at the sanctuary entrance) 
 

                   (The offering is brought forward from the Narthex) 

Offertory Anthem               “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”  Tune by William B. Bradbury 

       Setting for Solo Handbells and Organ by Barbara Brocker 
 

Offering Prayer       

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the 

feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us 

to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen. 
 

Please stand. 
 

Holy Communion 

Words of Celebration        

When our congregation gathered for the celebration of Holy Communion, we heard again the 

story of God's mighty acts and of the love shown us in the death and resurrection of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
 

With thanksgiving we remembered that "in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me."  
 

We were given assurance of our Lord's presence through the gift of his Holy Spirit. Now we 

bring to you this same bread of life and this same cup of blessing, that you may be strengthened 

through your participation in the body of Christ. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Invitation 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 

Come to the holy meal! 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

Holy Communion is now offered in two ways: a “Communion Kit,” or wafer and wine in a small 

cup. Communion will be continuous beginning with the balcony, then the pulpit side, followed by 

the lectern side of the sanctuary. Please follow the ushers' directions, coming forward via the 

center aisle to the freestanding altar, returning via the side aisle. If receiving a “kit” please return 

to your pew via the side aisle to partake of Communion. Afterwards please seal the used 

Communion utensils in the zip-lock kit bag, and dispose of them after worship in the bowls 

available in the Narthex. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are also available. 
 

Communion Music                            “Peace Medley”                                        Traditional Tunes 

 Setting for Solo Handbells and Piano by Barbara Brocker & Rob Pearson 
 

                            “Pastorale” from Variations on ‘O Living Bread from Heaven’      

 Tune by Samuel S. Wesley; Setting for Organ by Janet Linker 
 

Please stand. 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever 

ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own 

life. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 

SENDING BLESSING 

The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

+ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn         “O Living Bread from Heaven” (ELW 542)                               AURELIA 

 1. O living Bread from heaven, how well you feed your guest!  
  The gifts that you have given have filled my heart with rest. 
  O wondrous food of blessing! O cup that heals our woes!  
  My heart, this gift possessing, in thankful song o’er-flows. 
 

 2. My Savior, you have led me within your holiest place,  
  and here yourself have fed me with treasures of your grace; 
  for you have freely given what earth could never buy,  
  the bread of life from heaven, that now I shall not die. 
 

 4. Oh, grant me then, well-strengthened with heav’nly food, while here  
  my course on earth is lengthened, to serve you, free from fear; 
  and bring me home to praise you where none can peace destroy,  
  where I will ever raise you glad songs in endless joy. 

Text: Johann Rist, 1607-1667; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.; Music: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876 
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DISMISSAL     

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude                   “Chorale Improvisation on ‘Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer’”  

 Welsh Hymn Tune CWM RHONDDA 

 Organ Setting by Organ Setting by Paul O. Manz 
 

Please join us for fellowship on the patio outside. 

 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
 

This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg 

Fortress and Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. CCLI Copyright Coverage 

License #11377824 
 

Worship Leaders: CLP Brad Alexander; Michael Huang, crucifer/acolyte; Charles Lakeman, prayer 

assistant; Kelsey Smith, lector; Jacob Wenzel, Jonathan & Charles Lakeman, live streaming camera; 

Kevin Feezor, soundboard; ushers: Tom Sehorn, Benny Cox, Hannah Cameron, Karen Covington, 

Nick Crosby, Mindy Curley, Roger Kuznia; greeters: Flint Foley, Susan Lakeman; communion 

assistants: Steve Rach, Michael Huang; tabulators: Doug Milheim, Joe Barrett; musicians: Micah 

Hein, cantor and baritone soloist; Laura Blauch, solo handbells; Lester Ackerman, Director of Music 

Ministry and Organist 
 

Next Sunday Leaders: prayer assistant: Jonathan Lakeman; crucifer/acolyte: Maddy Thompson; 

ushers: Team C; greeters: Joanne Marz, Ted Seman, David Thomason; lector: Riley Smith; 

communion assistants: Carol Goodall, Chris Miller; tabulators: Charles Lakeman, Diane Thomas 

 

 

"Break Now the Bread of Life" ELW 515 was written in 1877 by Mary Lathbury (1841-1913) for a 

bible study at Lake Chautauqua in upstate New York. Austin Lovelace, the great American 

composer and church musician, says of this hymn and it's writer: "It is all too easy to be content with 

merely reading the bible through, but Mary Lathbury asks for more--that we seek the Lord beyond 

the sacred page and find the truth which is God." Although this hymn mentions bread, it is not a 

communion hymn. Evangelical Lutheran Worship places it in the Word of God section of our hymnal. 

The tune BREAD OF LIFE was composed by William Sherwin (1826-1888) for this hymn. 
 

"Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer" ELW 618 William Williams (1717-1791) affectionately known as 

the "sweet singers of Wales", was ordained as an Anglican deacon, but spent most of his life as an 

evangelistic preacher, covering nearly 100,00 miles of Wales on horseback. He wrote around 800 

hymns, most in Welsh, with this one being the only one known outside of Wales. It was first 

published in 1745 with the original title "Strength to Pass Through the Wilderness." The Exodus and 

the journey through the wilderness to Canaan is the basis of the hymn with references to "Bread of 

heaven" (Exodus 16:4-18), "the crystal fountain" (Exodus 17:4-6), "the fiery, cloudy pillar" (Exodus 

13:21) and "verge of Jordan" (Joshua 3:14-17). John Hughes (1873-1932) wrote the tune CWM 

RHONDDA ("Rhondda Valley") for a Baptist Welsh singing festival in 1903.  
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August 8, Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers “Dominicans” (1170-1221) 

Dominic was a Spanish priest who preached against the Albignesians, a heretical sect that held 

gnostic and dualistic beliefs. Dominic believed that a stumbling block to restoring heretics to the 

church was the wealth of the clergy, so he formed an itinerant religious order, the Order of Preachers 

(Dominicans), who lived in poverty, studied philosophy and theology, and preached against heresy. 

The method of this order was to use kindness and gentle argument, rather than harsh judgment, to 

bring unorthodox Christians back to the fold. Dominic was opposed to burning Christians at the 

stake. Three times Dominic was offered the office of bishop, which he refused so that he could 

continue his work of preaching.  
 

August 10, Lawrence, deacon, martyr (225-258) 

Lawrence was one of seven deacons of the congregation at Rome and, like the deacons appointed 

in Acts, was responsible for financial matters in the church and for the care of the poor. Lawrence 

lived during a time of persecution under the emperor Valerian. The emperor demanded that 

Lawrence surrender the treasures of the church. Lawrence gathered the lepers, orphans, the blind 

and the lame. He brought them to the emperor and said, “Here is the true treasure of the church.” 

This act enraged the emperor, and Lawrence was sentenced to death. Lawrence’s commemoration 

was one of the earliest to be observed by the church. 
 

August 14, Maximilian Kolbe (1894-1941); Kaj Munk (1898-1944); martyrs 

Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest who served in China, Japan and India. In 1936 he returned to 

his native Poland, where he supervised a friary that housed thousands of Polish war refugees, mostly 

Jews. He was arrested by the Nazis for this activity and eventually sent to Auschwitz. There, Kolbe 

functioned as a priest for other prisoners, suffered beatings, and after a group of ten men had been 

sentenced to death by starvation for trying to escape, Kolbe volunteered to take the place of one of the 

men. After two weeks, only Kolbe remained alive and was summarily executed by lethal injection. A 

statue of Kolbe is included among the “20th Century Martyrs” located over the Great Door at 

Westminster Abbey. Kaj Munk, a Danish Lutheran pastor and playwright, was an outspoken critic of 

the Nazis, who occupied Denmark during the Second World War. His plays frequently highlighted the 

eventual victory of the Christian faith despite the church’s weak and ineffective witness. The Nazis 

feared Munk because his preaching and writing helped to strengthen the Danish resistance 

movement. He defied a Nazi ban to preach and peached on Advent 1 at the national cathedral in 

Copenhagen. A month later, on the night of January 4, 1944, he was arrested by the Gestapo and his 

body found in a ditch the following morning. His death made him a lasting national symbol of 

resistance to oppression, religious freedom, and freedom of speech.  

 

 
 

From the pastor - 

By unanimous vote, St. Mark’s Congregation Council has lifted the restrictions of social distancing 

and masks consistent with the CDC and the Executive Order of Governor Roy Cooper, “that fully 

vaccinated individuals can safely do most activities without a mask or the need to social distance 

from others”; as well as the NCDHHS guidance, “People who are not vaccinated should wear a 

mask and maintain distance in all indoor public settings and in outdoor settings when they can’t 
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maintain six feet of distance.” Therefore, reservations are no longer needed. I look forward to seeing 

you in worship! 
 

St. Mark’s Council continues to take seriously the safety and the health concerns of all members and 

friends. Therefore, if individuals need or desire to wear a mask during worship, the Council 

wholeheartedly supports the continued use of masks for those who desire to wear them. The Council 

also voted that the first two rows of pews remain roped off to allow adequate space between 

musicians, lectors, worship leaders and the congregation as we continue our transition out of the 

pandemic. We have also restarted after worship fellowship with refreshments, weather permitting, on 

the church patio. 
 

St. Mark’s Council has also voted to add congregational singing of processional and recessional 

hymns, and also to offer Holy Communion in two ways in Sunday worship, either by “Communion 

Kit,” or wafer and wine in a small cup. Though “Drive-Thru” Holy Communion has ended, if Holy 

Communion is desired by anyone unable to attend Sunday worship, please contact me to arrange a 

time to come to the church to receive the sacrament.  
 

As we continue in a time of transition, we also look to the future knowing that Jesus Christ is leading 

us toward a “new normal” of new ministries and opportunities. May we remain steadfast to following 

Jesus Christ who never leaves us, always walks with us, and gives us strength to be light and hope 

for the world. 
 

In the grace and peace of Christ,  

Pastor Tim McKenzie  

pastortimsmlc@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Worship and Congregational Life 
 

We welcome today’s guest preacher! Brad Alexander is a Certified Lay Preacher of the NC Synod 

of the ELCA, commissioned in June, 2019 and endorsed by Bishop Smith.  He worships at the 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Gastonia, serving as an Adult Sunday School Teacher, member 

of the Congregational Care Team and various other areas in the Congregation.  Brad is an active 

member of Redeemer’s Lutheran Men in Mission and serves on the State Executive Board of the NC 

LMM.  Brad is married, has two grown daughters and one granddaughter. Thank you Brad! 
 

“Hybrid Worship” is both in-person and online worship at the same time. The Holy Spirit gathers us 
both in-person and online as we continue to live together as the body of Christ during this pandemic. 
 

Online worship continues to be streamed every Sunday at 9:30 am on Facebook 
(http://www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/).  
 

7/12-8/1 Pastor McKenzie will be on vacation. In the case of a pastoral emergency please contact 

St. Mark's Council president, Lowell Engelhard, 704-591-9283, or the church office 704-375-9185. 

Thank you. 
 

Book Swap! Book lovers, start saving your used books for our fall Book Swap. We'll announce the 

date of the book exchange by the end of summer and when you can start bringing in your books. 

Let's make this one the best ever! 
 

St. Mark’s email list If you are not receiving emails from St. Mark’s, we may not have your correct 

mailto:pastortimsmlc@gmail.com
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email address. Please contact the church to let us know. We send at least 2 emails every week. 
 

Stewardship 
 

Offerings and pledges may continue to be sent to St. Mark’s church office by mail or through online 

giving. For more information go to (http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-

a-donation/). We have been blessed to be a blessing to others! 
 

St. Mark's 2021 Stewardship campaign  We continue to welcome your pledge of support for St. 

Mark’s ministries. You may choose to return it with your offering or mail it to the church office, either 

in paper or online. You can also send your pledge over OnRealm.  Just log into your account. Click 

on Giving on the left.  Click on the grey "Pledge Box" and fill out the information. Remember to 

choose "GF Member Contributions - 01/01/2021 until 12/31/2021" Thank you for your generosity. 

It makes a difference! 
 

Altar Flower Sponsorship If you would like to sponsor live flowers for our Sunday worship service, 

please sign up on the calendar by the mailbox room or contact the church office. Remember a loved 

one or commemorate an event by donating altar flowers. If you would like to volunteer as flower 

coordinator, please let us know. 
 

Social Ministry 

We continue to remember the hungry and homeless through our social ministries. 
 

Quarters Drive  Thank you to all who have continued to support the quarters drive. Quarters go to 

Refugee Support Services for use in laundry facilities in many apartment buildings used by recently 

arrived refugees.  Please continue to save your quarters as the need will be ongoing. You may drop 

them off at church Monday-Thursday from 10 am – 2 pm, or place them in the offering plate on 

Sunday and they will be locked in the counting room.  
 

Food Drive for Loaves and Fishes  Social Ministry will be taking the food items to help hungry 

children and families in Mecklenburg County that you have brought to Loaves and Fishes on 8/2! If 

you missed the opportunity to donate in July, please bring your items anyway, as the need for food 

will remain. You can drop off donations at the choir room door Monday – Thursday from 10:00 to 

2:00, or for Sunday, 8/1, place them on the baker’s rack in the Gathering Place when you come to 

church. 
 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen continues every Thursday making bag lunches for 

distribution to our neighbors. If you would like to serve, please contact us. You may also support the 

Soup Kitchen through financial donations sent to the church, or through St. Mark’s online giving 

portal. Help us share God's love! 
 

Youth and Family Ministry 
 

Adult VBS: August 1-2 Resiliency and Reliance on God  Today, August 1--After worship until 

Noon. Light refreshments will be provided. Monday, August 2--7:00-8:15 pm. We’ll meet in the 

Fellowship Hall. Please feel free to join us, even if you have not registered. The Christian Education 

Committee looks forward to hosting an Adult Vacation Bible School centered around the theme of 

resilience and reliance on God in times of trouble! Presenters will include Carol Goodall and Pastor 

Tim. 
 

August 5: Youth Service Day  Youth are invited to serve at St. Mark's from 9:00-5:30 pm.  We'll 
serve at the Soup Kitchen, engage in one or two more service activities here, and "re-open" the 

http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-a-donation/
http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-a-donation/
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Youth Room for the late afternoon.  We look forward to a day of fun, fellowship, and service! Please 
let Alex know if you would like to attend. 
 

August 29: Acolyte/Crucifer Training  Time TBA. All youth in grades 6-12 are invited for training to 

serve as acolytes and crucifers during worship. 
 

Announcements 
 

AA meets Monday nights, 7 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
 

St. Mark’s Prayer List 

Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Jeffery Eckerd, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert 

Shirley, Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Jo Lammonds, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Mary Lou Kiser, 

Jim Hobbs, Paul Davis, Jimmy Schwartz, Julian and Judy Norris, Doris Dixon, Ken Winter, Michael 

Frye, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Carol Marion, Dene Shockley, Steven Hopp, Dave Dunlap, the 

residents of Matthews Glen. 

Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests 
(pastortimsmlc@gmail.com) 
 
 
 Readings for 8/8/2021,  
 11th Sunday after Pentecost  
 1 Kings 19:4-8 

 Psalm 34:1-8 

 Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 (Ps. 34:8) 
 Ephesians 4:25-5:2 

 John 6:35, 41-51 
 

 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love and 
comfort for you in times of trial. Would you contact us today? Pastor Tim 
(pastortimsmlc@gmail.com), or Lisa Barnette (stephenministrysmlc@gmail.com) 

 

 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |  saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 

 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com 

 

Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry, 
Organist 

lackerman2@aol.com 

Alex English, Director of Youth and Family 
Ministry 

dymalexenglish@gmail.com 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
stmarkselca1001@gmail.com 

 

Jessie Craig, Financial Administrator 
saintmarksfinance@gmail.com 

Birthdays 

8/1    Helen Howard 

8/2    Dominic Andujar 

8/2    Larry Dagenhart, Jr. 

8/3    Nick Crosby 

8/3    David Wyatt 

8/4    Andrew Dixon 

8/4    Alex Lippert 

8/4    Marcia Newlin 

8/6    Laura Wenzel 

8/7    Jason White 
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