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St. Mark's Lutheran Church

“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”
(Galatians 3:26-28)

The Pastor's Pen
Dear Friends in Christ,
In Holy Baptism we become children of God, members of one body, and heirs with Christ. Baptism affirms
our common humanity and kinship with all people through Christ, who became human so that we might
know God’s love for the world and all its peoples. Paul’s words in Galatians remain just as revolutionary
today as they were two millennia ago. Baptism makes humanity one in Christ. This does not remove the
sinful divisions of the world, but reminds Christians that in the body, the church, God is bringing about a
new creation through Christ. We are forgiven, freed from sin, and restored with the image of God so that
we might serve others, seeing all people as children of God. The church constantly points to the new
community Christ creates for humanity, thereby giving hope and encouraging the world to live in new ways
reflective of the community God seeks for all of humanity.
During July the themes of baptism and new life in Christ can be experienced at St. Mark’s. On July 11th
Helen Holzinger will be baptized and welcomed into the body of Christ, and on July 31st Vacation Bible
School will gather around the theme “Come to the Waters!” God’s promises in the waters of baptism daily
re-create us for loving service to the world. During July, St. Mark’s Social Ministry continues a food drive for
Loaves and Fishes to help relieve hunger in children in Mecklenburg County. Summer Sanctuary
Wednesdays also continues through July offering time for prayerful meditation and the joyful sounds of St.
Mark’s organ at noon each week. In worship, service, VBS, and in prayer, we have opportunities to renew
our baptisms so that forgiven, we might see ourselves anew “clothed with Christ.”
Jesus Christ the Good Shepherd has gathered us together as the body of Christ at St. Mark’s so that
clothed with Christ, we might rejoice in our shared humanity with all people in this world God so loves.
Christ is alive and in him we find a profound unity, which helps us look beyond the differences of the world
so that we might live for the redeeming love of God, who in Christ has overcome the world. Holy Baptism is
the beginning of God’s restoration of our humanity and is God’s invitation to us to lives of service for others
throughout our human journey.
In the grace and peace of Christ Jesus,
Pastor Tim McKenzie
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June Council

Highlights

The Congregational Council met on the evening of June 14th via Zoom. Steve Rach led the group in devotions
at the beginning of the meeting.
Agenda topics:
Financial Update:
May’s giving only slightly down from budget.
Year to date income is slightly above budget and expenses are lower than budget. Year to date, we are
at a slight loss of about ~$8100.
Treasurer:
Jane Thompson was unanimously elected to return to treasurer now that Jessie has taken over all
financial administrator duties after onboarding.
COVID protocols:
Worship singing:
Council approved some return of singing with a gathering hymn and a closing hymn to be added
this coming Sunday (June 20th)
Holy communion:
In addition to the communion kit, council approved an additional communion method to include
distribution of a wafer and a cup individually. This will create two stations for communion and a
progress toward post-COVID communion processes.
Fall Schedule
Pastor Tim briefed the council on a tentative plan for the remainder of the year (provided progress
continues with current pandemic). More to come for select events as additional information is known.
Highlights include:
Summer Sanctuary Wednesdays throughout June and July
September:
Single service at 10:30
Restarting choir and handbell rehearsals in September
Choir and full singing returns to worship
Celebration congregational dinner
Resuming Sunday school Christian education hour
October:
Addition of two services
Music outreach:
Mid-late fall: Addition of musical vesper services tied to the church year.
Winter: concert series of two events per year with kick-off event on December 5th with 10
piece brass, double percussion, and organ
Continued Family Ministry search and farewell events for Alex.
Submitted by Christopher Miller
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The President s Posts
By Lowell Engelhard
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Social Ministry
Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson

ALMOST 188,000
CHILDREN IN OUR
COMMUNITY ARE
FACING HUNGER
THIS SUMMER
Hard working parents in the region are still in need
of relief and their children may miss food this
summer without the free breakfasts and lunches at
school.
Social Ministry is requesting your support through
July by bringing these food items for LOAVES &
FISHES:
Canned entrees (spaghetti, stew, etc.)
Boxed mac & cheese (any size, any brand)
Canned meats (chicken, tuna, spam)
Peanut butter (any size, any brand)
Boxed cereal (not too sugary)
Canned fruit (any kind, any size, preferably in
natural juices)
You can drop off donations at the choir room door
Monday – Thursday from 10:00 to 2:00, or place
them on the bakers rack in the Gathering Place
when you come to church on Sundays.

Quarters Drive
Thank you to all who have continued to
support the quarters drive. Quarters go to
Refugee Support Services for use in laundry
facilities in many apartment buildings used by
recently arrived refugees. Please continue to
save your quarters as the need will be
ongoing. You may drop them off at church
Monday-Thursday from 10 am – 2 pm.
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Social Ministry
Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson

Soup Kitchen
In Memory of Joyce Campbell
Joyce Campbell was a staple at the
soup kitchen. From the 1st day we
opened, Joyce was always in the
kitchen. No task was beneath her and
she would help wherever we needed
help. Joyce could light up a room with
her smile and she shared that smile
with all the neighbors and volunteers.
Even when her health kept her from
coming on Thursdays, her niece would
bring her to visit and Joyce would
insist on helping wherever she could.

As the days get warmer, it's important that we all stay dehydrated. We are asking for
donations of bottled water. Our volunteers make sure that each neighbor gets bottled
water with their meal and also to take with them as they leave.
Volunteers continue to gather every Thursday, in the kitchen at St. Mark's to prepare
grab 'n' go lunches. If you are interested in volunteering on Thursdays - please contact
Susan Lakeman.
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Youth & Children
Alex English Director of Youth Ministry
Youth Zoom Check-ins will continue on Friday afternoons at 3:30 through July. This is a time to check in with
one another, support one another, and pray together.

Youth Service Day Youth will hold an all-day service event at St. Mark's on either July 22 or August 5. Please
contact Alex and let him know which date works best for the youth in your family! Parents are also invited to
participate.

July 31: Come to the Waters VBS
This summer, we will once again hold a one-day children's Vacation Bible School for children. Our theme will be
"Come to the Waters!" Through storytelling, crafts, games, and music, we will explore the role of water in Creation,
the story of Noah's Ark, and Baptism.
Time and Location
9:00 am-2:00 pm at St. Mark's Lutheran Church
Participants
VBS is aimed at children ages 4-10. If you have a child 3 or younger who would like to participate, that's fine! We
would just ask that a parent of these youngest children stay and participate with the group.
If any parent would like to help with all or part of the program (storytelling, games, crafts, lunch), please respond
and let me know. Your help is always accepted and appreciated! Youth are also invited to help lead!
Cost The cost for each child to attend is $5. This will help offset the cost of VBS materials. You can pay by cash
or check (payable to St. Mark's). Please hand payments directly to Alex or or place them in his church mailbox.

Senior Sunday! Congratulations to our graduating seniors and their families: Lauren Dunlap, Anna Kreps, Sophie
Schwartz, and Mary Timm! We celebrated with them on June 6 during the worship service with the Senior Blanket
Ceremony and the Senior Slideshow.
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Outreach & Communications
Charles Lakeman Committee Chairperson

St. Mark's website has been updated!
Our "front door", as has been noted, is actually our website (http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/)! The scrolling
banners at the top highlight events at St. Mark's. Check the Quick Link Resources for updated information,
worship videos and sermons, Pastor Tim's meditations, Social Ministry activities, Youth and Family news, and
notices regarding Covid-19. Don't forget Director of Music Les Ackerman's recordings containing some of our
favorite hymns and pieces. The current ReMarks is located under the Resources dropdown menu, pictured
below on the right, as well as the bulletins, sermons and worship videos.
You can participate in some, "digital evangelism" yourself by sending friends and family a text or email with
the St. Mark's website (above) and Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/) page links
and encourage them to explore the online resources, worship with us in St. Mark's sanctuary, and enjoy the
online worship Sundays at 9:30 am.

It's so good to see you!
Join us for fellowship on the patio and in the Gathering Place after worship!
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Christian Education
Emily Foley Committee Chairperson

Adult VBS August 1-2
Resiliency and Reliance on God
Sunday, August 1--After worship until Noon. Light refreshments will
be provided.
Monday, August 2--7:00-8:15 pm
Location in St. Mark's TBD
Please RSVP to Alex English at dymalexenglish@gmail.com
The Christian Education Committee looks forward to hosting an Adult Vacation Bible School centered
around the theme of resilience and reliance on God in times of trouble! Presenters will include Carol
Goodall and Pastor Tim.

Congregational Life
St. Mark's Book Group
The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet via Zoom on Thursday,
July 22, at 10 am. Our selection for July is The Kitchen Daughter
by Joel McHenry. The book’s protagonist is Ginny Selvaggio, who
finds evidence of family secrets she is not sure how to unravel. The
more she learns, the more she realizes that the keys to the riddles
lie with the dead. The only way to get answers is to cook dead
people’s recipes, raise their ghosts, and ask them. All are welcome
to read and discuss this intriguing story. For more information,
please contact Judy Tolbert (803.203.7069 or
judytolbert@comporium.net).

Book Swap!
Book lovers, start saving your used books for our fall Book Swap.
We'll announce the date of the book exchange by the end of
summer and when you can start bringing in your books. Let's
make this one the best ever!

Book Swap 2019
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Gifts & Memorials
Jay Jacob Committee Chairperson
In Memory of Joyce Campbell

In Memory of H. Lloyd Ginns

Richard & Millie Cansler - Gifts & Memorials
David & Sally Campbell - Soup Kitchen
James R. Middleswarth - Soup Kitchen
John & Marilyn Graham - Seniors Ministry
Mickey F. Frye - Gifts & Memorials
David & Patricia Frye - Soup Kitchen
Glenda Wooten - Soup Kitchen
Karen Covington - Soup Kitchen
Barbara Baker - Seniors Ministry

Carol Fry Bohlin - Soup Kitchen and Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Doris Hill
Louise O'Quinn - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Carl Holland Thomas & Mary
Echerd Thomas
Patricia Thomas Pena - Gifts & Memorials

July Birthdays
7/1
7/2
7/2
7/5
7/5
7/6
7/8

Lynda Walters
Cara Clausen
Shirley Larson
Rochelle Dagenhart
Susan League
Hubert McLendon Jr.
Joel Ritchie

7/8
7/10
7/11
7/14
7/17
7/18

Larry Elder
Erin Wall
Linda Carter
Jackie Ellington
Kim Adden
Daryn Zimmerman

7/19
7/20
7/20
7/20
7/23
7/24
7/27

Dave Dunlap
Larry Dagenhart
Carol Marion
Dawn Schwartz
Beverly Timm
Barbara Baker
Gretchen Payne

July Serving Schedule
Lectors

Ushers

7/4
7/11
7/18
7/25

Team B:
Doug Milheim
Marc & Susan Ginns
Eddie Goodall
A. J. Pridgen

Meg Fielding
Cindy Little
Kelly Price
Marty Schwartz

Greeters
7/4
7/11
7/18
7/25

Evelyn Gerdes, Eddie & Carol Goodall
Gene & Marie Ann Daniels, Patrick & Rebecca Huang
Jay Jacob, Bill & Jane Thompson
Richard & Millie Cansler, Chris & Melissa Parrish

Prayer Assistants

Communion Assistants

Tabulators

Crucifer/Acolyte

7/4
7/11
7/18
7/25

7/4
7/11

7/4

7/4
7/11

Lisa Barnette
Michael Thompson
Michael Huang
Michael Lakeman

7/18
7/25

John Simon, Ruth Barrett
Gretchen Dodge,
Layton Campbell
Sally McCauley,
Susan Lakeman
Steve Rach, Ken Hazen

Richard Cansler,
Charles Lakeman
7/11 Karen Feezor,
Meg Fielding
7/18 Richard Cansler,
Susan League
7/25 Cliff Edahl,
Janice Miller

7/18
7/25

C/A Maddie Thompson
C: Davis Ferner;
A: Brady Ferner
C/A Michael Lakeman
C/A Sophie Schwartz
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

Handbell Quartet, Senior
Sunday

Micah Hein, Any Woodall,
Cantors and Vocal
Soloists, Joyce Ann
Campbell, Funeral

Catherine Metze,
Marcia Newlin, St.
Mark’s Handbell Choir

Michael Huang,
Acolyte/Crucifer

Kate Suchanek & Amy
Woodall, Vocal Soloists
and Cantors, Fourth
Sunday after Pentecost

Michael Lakeman,
Crucifer/Acolyte, Fifth
Sunday after Pentecost

Linda Carter, St. Mark’s
Choir Soprano

Meg Fielding, Sue Redman,
St. Mark’s Choir Altos

John Brumbaugh, Cellist,
Fifth Sunday after
Pentecost

You can see these recorded worship services at https//www.SaintMarksCharlotte.org/
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing
"Great Is Thy Faithfulness" ELW 733
was written in 1923 by Thomas Chisholm (1866-1960). The refrain is from Lamentations 3:23 "they are new
every morning; great is thy faithfulness", as well as a verse from James 1:17 in the first stanza "there is no
shadow of turning with thee; due to change." Kenneth Osbeck writes of this hymn: "Of the many gospel
hymns written on the theme of God's goodness and faithfulness, this hymn stands out like a beacon light.
While many hymns are born out of a particular dramatic experience, this hymn was simply the result of the
author's morning by morning realization of God's personal faithfulness". William M. Runyan (1870-1957)
wrote the tune FAITHFULNESS for this hymn at the request of the hymn author.

"Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me" ELW 755
This hymn text was written by American Presbyterian minster Edward Hopper (1818-1888). He served a small
church in the New York harbor area for eighteen years, ministering to the many sailors in his congregation and the
area. The theme of this hymn is the gospel account of Jesus calming the raging sea of Galilee, with the boat on the
sea as a symbol of the church, inviting us to trust God amongst the turbulence of life. Hopper uses language in this
hymn that sailors knew well--compasses, charts, and the need for a pilot to guide them around rocks and shoals.
The original hymn included six stanzas, this being one of the omitted stanzas: "Though the sea be smooth and
bright, sparkling with the stars of night, And my ship's path be ablaze with the light of halcyon days, Still I know my
need of Thee: Jesus, Savior, pilot me." John Edgar Gould (1822-1875) wrote the tune PILOT for this hymn, and
was first published in 1871.

"We Walk By Faith" ELW 635
was written by Henry Alford (1810-1871) and first published in his collection Psalms and Hymns, adapted for the
Sundays and Holidays throughout the Year (London, 1844). This hymn was initially intended to commemorate St.
Thomas the Apostle, which we Lutherans observe on July 3rd. The hymn begins with a quote from 2 Corinthians
5:7 "We walk by faith, not by sight" and then quotes from our Gospel reading for this Sunday, the 20th chapter of
John, where Jesus appears to the disciples, and has the exchange with Thomas. Dr. Paul Westermeyer adds this
insight: "The hymn is about us, not only about Thomas--about our Emmaus walk and our meeting with the
resurrected Lord in water, word, bread and wine." The tune SHANTI was composed by Marty Haugen (b.1950),
and included in his Mass of Creation. Shanti is the middle name of his daughter, and is Sanskrit for "shalom" or
"peace". Sanskrit in an ancient language that is the classical language of India and of Hinduism.

"Every Time I Feel the Spirit", tune PENTECOST
Even though this popular African American spiritual is not contained in our Evangelical Lutheran Worship, it is
included as #942 in the new hymnal supplement All Creation Sings (2020). Inspired by Romans 8:15-17, Paul
taught that the children of God are heirs of God and as such are fellow heirs of Christ. Slave-poets chose scenes
from the lives of Elijah and Moses to illustrate what Paul meant by heirs. James H. Cone in The Spirituals and the
Blues makes further comment: "This song invites the believer to move close to the very sources of black being, and
to experience the black community's power to endure and the will to survive. The mountains may be high and the
valleys low, but my Lord spoke and out of his mouth came fire and smoke."

Page 11

Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

Hymn Suggestions
July 4, 2021 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 14
Jesus does great deeds of power and gives his disciples authority over demons. Yet none of this power is
unilateral; it all must be received by faith. Jesus asks his disciples to go out without money or supplies, so
that they will be dependent on how others receive them. When we are sent from the assembly to witness
and to heal, we are asked to be vulnerable, to be dependent on the reception of others. The spirit always
operates in the “between”; between Jesus and his Abba, between Jesus and us, between you and me,
between us and those to whom we are sent.
Hymns: ELW 870 We Praise You, O God KREMSER
ELW 579 Lord, You Give the Great Commission ABBOT’S LEIGH
ELW 885 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (Offertory) OLD HUNDREDTH
ELW 598 For by Grace You Have Been Saved ARMOLAULU
ELW 888 O Beautiful for Spacious Skies MATERNA

July 11, 2021 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 15
When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its mistreatment of the poor, he becomes a threat to
the power of the priests and the king. John the Baptist also speaks truth to power, and Herod has him killed.
In Herod’s fear that Jesus is John returned from the dead, we may hear hope for the oppressed: all the
prophets killed through the ages are alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice in company with them,
and to proclaim God’s saving love.
Hymns: ELW 796 How Firm a Foundation FOUNDATION
ELW 717 Let Justice Flow like a Stream ST. THOMAS
ELW 689 Praise and Thanksgiving (stanzas one & two) (Offertory) BUNESSAN
ELW 483 Here Is Bread HERE IS BREAD
ELW 812 Faith of Our Fathers ST. CATHERINE

July 18, 2021 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 16
Mark’s gospel makes clear how great is the press of the crowd, with its countless needs to be met, on Jesus
and his disciples. Yet in today’s gospel, Jesus advises his disciples to get away and rest, to take care of
themselves. Sometimes we think that when others are in great need, we shouldn’t think of ourselves at all;
but Jesus also honors the caregivers’ need. We are sent from Christ’s table to care for others and for
ourselves.
Hymns: ELW 654 The Church’s One Foundation AURELIA
ELW 676 Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak CANONBURY
ELW 611 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (stanza one) (Offertory) KINGFOLD
ELW 478 Father, We Thank You RENDEZ A DIEU
ELW 789 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us BRADBURY
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

Hymn Suggestions
July 25, 2021 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost—Lectionary 17
Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of which focus on Jesus as
bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish. What we have, what we
bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not
the adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working in
the littlest and the least to transform this world into the world God desires, a world where all the hungry are
satisfied.
Hymns: ELW 836 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY
ELW 515 Break Now the Bread of Life BREAD OF LIFE
ELW Praise and Thanksgiving (stanzas one & two) (Offertory)
ELW 484 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart BICENTENNIAL
ELW 807 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON

Lester E. Ackerman, Jr., Director of Music Ministry and Organist

Senior Sunday blanket presentation, June 6

Holy Baptism of Olivia Iannelli, June 27
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