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St. Mark's Lutheran Church

And at this sound the crown gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.” (Acts 2:6)

The Pastor's Pen
Dear Friends in Christ,
On May 23rd we celebrate Pentecost with Christians among all nations, as we remember the gift of the Holy
Spirit who gathers Christ’s church throughout the world. It simply astounds me that the Holy Spirit continues to
renew the church drawing new members and friends into its fellowship and kindling a zeal for the global mission
of Christ’s body. The fellowship of the church knows no border or boundary, and seeks to overcome the walls of
division that human beings endlessly erect to separate us from one another. At Pentecost, God makes good on
the promise of love for the entire world, sending the Holy Spirit whom Jesus had promised.
When I taught at Japan Lutheran Theological Seminary, I often visited and took students to the Bible Library at
the Japan Bible Society building in downtown Tokyo. This library was an amazing place to visit because it
housed over 5,100 copies of the Bible in over 530 languages. Entering this room always helped me realize again
the reality of Pentecost: “each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.”
God’s mission to all nations through the church is not simply a human endeavor. It is too vast and too
multifaceted to be the product of only human hands. On the contrary, throughout history human beings have also
worked to harm God’s mission and love for all people by participating systems of colonization and oppression,
and by dividing Christ’s body into countless denominations in competition with one another. Yet those Bibles in
so many languages always reminded me that the power of God’s word transcends human division. Over and
over again, God invites us to participate in God’s mission of love, creating unity in Christ among all peoples.
On Pentecost this year, Brady Ferner, Riley Smith and Palmer Stevenson will be confirmed and made full
members of the church. May God bless them as they continue to grow in faith and love for all people. As an
outcome of this year’s review by the Congregation Council of the Constitution and By-Laws, we also plan to
revive the long dormant Global Mission Committee, helping us participate in the global mission of God’s love for
this world. Please help us celebrate the diversity of Christ’s body at St. Mark’s and around the world. Pentecost
is a reminder that the church has always had a diversity of voices representing nations, cultures, languages,
gender and identity. God loves all people and abides with us at St. Mark’s so that we might abide in love for the
world.
In the grace and peace of Christ Jesus,
Pastor Tim McKenzie
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207 | 704.375.9185 | stmarkscharlotte.org
June 2021 ReMarks deadline is 5/17/20
Email articles/pictures to stmarkselca1001@gmail.com
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April Council Highlights
The Congregational Council met on the evening of April 12th via Zoom. Susan Lakeman led the
group in devotions at the beginning of the meeting.
Agenda topics:
Financial Update:
Income in March was significantly improved; thanks to a healthy March, we are at budget for
giving for the first quarter.
Finance committee is reviewing our building insurance to ensure appropriate coverage.
Website Improvements:
$2000 from the Barker/Owenby bequest was approved for website updates at the request of the
Communications (formerly evangelism) committee.
Constitution:
Our church constitution has not been updated in some time. Currently being revised and
updated to match the ELCA template; this is a work in progress and more to come.
Traffic Control:
Previous officer has retired. New officer is being oriented.
Eagle Scout Project:
An eagle scout project was approved by the executive committee for updating and working on
the benches.
Synod Annual Conference
Two delegates from St. Marks will attend the annual Synod conference from June 3-5.
Submitted by Christopher Miller

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
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The President s Posts
By Lowell Engelhard
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Social Ministry
Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson
MEN'S DEODORANT
"Last call" for men's deodorant for the homeless men housed by
Roof Above. The collected deodorants will be delivered during
the first week of May. If you have some you haven't yet brought
to church or if you are still planning on getting involved in this
outreach, please bring your donation to the gathering place by
Sunday May 2. There is a basket in the narthex for your
donations. Thank you for your participation.

Quarters Drive
Pictured are rolls of Lenten Box quarters (a total of $250.00 was
given) for Refugee Support Services. Thank you for your lenten
donations.
For many refugees their apartment complexes only have access to
washers and dryers that are coin operated. Check your sofa, cup
holders in your car or anywhere you place loose change for
quarters to donate. Drop them off at church Monday-Thursday from
10 am to 2 pm. This quarter drive is ongoing.

100 pounds of food items were taken to Loaves and Fishes on March 26.
Thank you for your generosity.
You can help provide non-perishable, non-breakage food items to Loaves
and Fishes. You can drop off donations at the choir room door Monday –
Thursday from 10:00 to 2:00. The need is still ongoing.

L & F Rack April 21.
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Social Ministry
Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson

Soup Kitchen

Thank you to Wayne Sams for his faithful service every Thursday. We wish him all the best in
Hendersonville and will miss seeing him at the soup kitchen.
As the days get warmer, it's important that we all stay dehydrated. We are asking for donations of
bottled water. Our volunteers make sure that each neighbor gets bottled water with their meal and
also to take with them as they leave.
If you are interested in volunteering on Thursdays - please contact Susan Lakeman.
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Youth & Children
Alex English Director of Youth Ministry

LYO Assembly! On April 17, youth gathered at St. Mark's all day for the 2021 virtual LYO
Assembly. We joined more than 100 youth from around the NC Synod via Zoom for Bible study,
discussions, music, and fun! It was different than normal, but we are so glad we were able to participate.

Youth Zoom Check-ins

will continue on Friday afternoons at 3:30 until
further notice. This is a time to check in with
one another, support one another, and pray
together.

Youth Sunday School Schedule
May 2: Confirmation: Revelation
May 9: No Sunday School
May 16: Confirmation: Review
Sunday School will be on hiatus until September.

Congrats to our college graduates!
Andrew Dixon will graduate on May 7 from Appalachian
State University with a BS in Sustainable Development with
a concentration in Environmental Studies.
Charlie Timm will graduate on May 24 from Hofstra
University with a BA in Philosophy.
Clayton Wall will graduate on May 14 from UNC Charlotte
with a BS in Mechanical Engineering.
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Youth & Children
Alex English Director of Youth Ministry
May 23:
Confirmation
Sunday

Youth
Sunday

On Pentecost Sunday, three St. Mark's youth will be confirmed during the 9:30 am worship
service! We look forward to hearing their faith statements read for the congregation. On
Saturday, May 23 at 5:30 pm, we will have a rehearsal and a socially distanced dinner for
families of confirmands (outdoors if weather permits).

On April 25, St. Mark's Youth did a wonderful job leading the congregation in worship! Youth led liturgy
and singing, and Lauren, Mary, and Sophie each delivered a heartfelt and authentic homily. We are
blessed to have the presence of these young saints among us, and our youth are blessed to be a part of
a congregation that values their presence so much!

April Children's Church
On April 26, children and parents gathered for children's
church on Zoom. Our theme was "Christ is Alive in Me."
We learned about Doubting Thomas, Pastor Tim delivered
a children's sermon, and we enjoyed dinner, discussion
questions, and fellowship.
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Gifts & Memorials
Jay Jacob Committee Chairperson

In Memory of Elizabeth Gordy

In Memory of William & Mabel Doser

Melody & Scott Horwath - Pastor's Discretionary
Mary Mayer - Gifts & Memorials

Lowell Englehard - Music Memorial

In Memory of Robbie Bishop

In Memory of Betty Basinger

Melody & Scott Horwath - Pastor's Discretionary

Jane Gage - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Elizabeth Thomas

In Memory of Jimmie Basinger

Patricia Thomas Pena & Kaitlin Christiana Pena Gifts & Memorials

Jane Gage - Gifts & Memorials
Gene & Mary Ann Daniels - Soup Kitchen
Pamela Waller - Gifts & Memorials
Barry & Rachel Fulp - Gifts & Memorials

May Birthdays
5/1
5/1
5/1
5/3
5/3
5/4
5/6
5/6
5/7
5/9
5/9
5/10
5/12
5/12
5/12
5/14
5/21
5/22
5/24

Randall Darnell
Alexandra Jacob
Lauren Dunlap
Karsen Fermer
Bill Schwartz
Steve McCurry
Hannah Cameron
Joyce Campbell
Agnes Yoos
Roger Burhwel
Gabrielle Wilt
Dzidra Reimanis
Tracy Johnson
Sara Poplin
Nanette Temple
Madeline Lippert
William Thompson
Margaret Poplin
Joe Barrett

5/24
5/24
5/25
5/27
5/29
5/30
5/31

Karen Feezor
Suzanna Payne
Robert Adden Jr.
Laura Newsome
Virginia Ginns
Melody Howarth
Jogie Miles
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Christian Education
Emily Foley Committee Chairperson

Book Study Group
The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet via Zoom on Thursday,
May 27, at 10 am. We will be discussing The Abolitionist’s Daughter
by Diane C. McPhail. This is the story of Judge Matthews, an
abolitionist, who runs an illegal school for his slaves, whom he hopes
to set free, in spite of the hazards an educated slave must face.
Ultimately a tragic string of events is set in motion.
We invite all who are interested to participate. Please contact Judy
Tolbert (judytolbert@comporium.net or 803.230.7069) for more
information.

You are invited!
The Active Faith Sunday School class
continues to meet via Zoom for a social
hour every other Thursday at 7:30 pm. If
you would like to join in on this time of
good conversation, mutual support, and
fun, please email Alex
(dymalexenglish@gmail.com) and he will
send you the Zoom link.

Apostolic Fathers
Midweek Meditation
Please join Pastor Tim for a new midweek
meditation series titled, “Following Jesus
with the Apostolic Fathers.” Rediscover
discipleship to Christ through works
written by the earliest Christians as they
followed Jesus. This series will be
available each week via email and on St.
Mark’s homepage.
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson
“Hybrid Worship” is both in-person and online worship at the same time. The Holy Spirit gathers us both inperson and online as we continue to live together as the body of Christ during this pandemic.
Online worship will continue to be streamed every Sunday at 9:30 am on Facebook
(http://www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/). You do not need to join Facebook to view this. Simply click
on the above link.
In-Person Sunday Worship Reservations and facemasks are required. Reservation capacity is 85 persons.
To attend worship, please make a reservation in one of three ways:
Online. Please note each service has a separate link to SignUpGenius.
Please carefully choose the correct date and time for each service.
If you prefer, you can make or change a reservation by phone (704-375-9185) or email
(stmarkselca1001@gmail.com) at any time.

5th Sunday of Easter, 5/2, 9:30 am https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship11

6th Sunday of Easter, 5/9, 9:30 am https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship12

7th Sunday of Easter, 5/16, 9:30 am https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship13

Day of Pentecost, 5/23, 9:30 am https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship14

The Holy Trinity, 5/30, 9:30 am https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship15

Holy Communion at St. Mark's
Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday during the 9:30
am service. Distribution of Communion will be made using
individual “communion kits.”

We are offering “Drive-Thru” Holy Communion twice a month,
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month, from 10:45 amNoon. April "Drive-Thru" Communion will be on 5/9 and 5/23.
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

Amy Woodall, David
Clark, Cantors, Palm
Sunday

Cliff & Joann Edahl,
Easter Dressing of the
Altar

Pastor Tim,
Easter Day 2021

Brice Burton,
Timpanist, Palm
Sunday

Easter Day 2021 Brass
Quintet and Timpani

Gabe Slesinger,
Trumpeter, 2nd Sunday
of Easter

Good Friday 2021

Easter 2021

Easter Day Instrumentalists
(socially distanced)

Easter Day, Director of
Music and Organist

David Clark, Cantor, 2nd
Sunday of Easter 2021

Kate Suchanek, David
Young, Cantors

You can see these recorded worship services at https//www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson
We Sing the Faith
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing
"Jesus Christ Is Risen Today" ELW 365
has found its rightful place as the expected processional/opening hymn for Easter Day worship. We do not
know who wrote either the text or the tune, with the exception of the fourth stanza penned by the great
English hymn write Charles Wesley (1707-1788). The text first appeared in an anonymous fourteenthcentury Latin manuscript. A number of translations were made into German and English, with the first known
publication in English by John Walsh in 1708, in a collection entitled Lyra Davidica. The tune EASTER
HYMN is often regarded as one of the first examples of the new "evangelical revival tunes" that became
popular in eighteenth-century England.

"Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing" ELW 389
was penned by Brian Wren (b.1936) for Easter of 1968, just after the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Wren is a minister in the United Reformed Church of England and Wales. He has revised this hymn
several times, with the version in our Evangelical Lutheran Worship completed in 1993. The tune TRURO is
named for a city in Cornwall, England, and we believe written by Thomas Williams, from a collection of his
hymns entitled Psalmodia Evangelica, published in 1789.

"I Know That My Redeemer Lives!" ELW 619
This hymn was penned by Samuel Medley (1738-1799) a former British sailor, converted by reading a
sermon by Isaac Watts and then serving as a Baptist minster. The heart of his message is inspired by a
passage from Job 19:25 "For I know that my Redeemer lives." We usually sing only stanzas one through
four, and eight, and please note how many times we sing the phrase "He Lives": seventeen times in just
these five stanzas by my count! The tune DUKE STREET was composed by Englishman John Hatton, a
Presbyterian who was born in Warrington, England, and who lived on Duke Street in St. Helen's in the
township of Windle, Lancaster (or Lancashire).

"Have No Fear, Little Flock" ELW 764
The first stanza of this hymn and tune LITTLE FLOCK were written by Hans Werner Zimmermann (b.1930)
professor of composition and music theory at the State University of Frankfurt, Germany. The text for stanza
one is a paraphrase of Luke 12:32 from the Revised Standard Version which reads: "Do not be afraid, little
flock, for it is your father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom." Marjorie Jillson (b.1931) an American
writer and musician, wrote the three additional stanzas, first published in the collection Five Hymns (1973).
This hymn is a cheerful tribute of praise to God, paired with a lively tune punctuated with "Scottish snaps,"
and supported by a jazz-like bass line. A Scottish snap, or Lombard rhythm, is a syncopated rhythm in which
a short, accented note is followed by a longer note. This reverses the usual pattern most commonly
associated with dotted notes and rhythms, in which the longer note precedes the shorter. Zimmermann says
of his musical composition "I consider jazz and syncopated music to be the most representative of the
twentieth century and have endeavored to make its stimulation fruitful for church music."
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

Hymn Suggestions
May 2, 2021 Fifth Sunday of Easter
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine
and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and
the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with
Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit
for the life of the world.
Hymns: ELW 449 We Know That Christ Is Raised ENGELBERG
ELW 447 O Blessed Spring BERGLUND
ELW 392 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (stanza one) (Offertory) HYFRYDOL
ELW 816 Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life THE CALL
ELW 389 Christ Is Alive! Let Christians SingTRURO

May 9, 2021 Sixth Sunday of Easter
This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are called to
serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too
distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of
the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each
other. This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the spirit.
Hymns: ELW 367 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds LASST UNS ERFREUEN
ELW 631 Love Divine, All Loves ExcellingHYFRYDOL
ELW 182 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (Offertory) (Hillert)
ELW 595 Jesus Loves Me! JESUS LOVES ME
ELW 836 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY

May 16, 2021 Seventh Sunday of Easter
The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer Jesus prays for his followers in
John’s gospel on the night before his death, and always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one
as he and the Father are one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but
abiding, interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness is the work of the spirit whom we have
received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit!
Hymns: ELW 843 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness NETTLETON
ELW 463 Lord, Who the Night You Were BetrayedSONG 1
ELW 247 Come Now, O Prince of Peace (stanzas one & two) (Offertory) OSOSO
ELW 743 Now to the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray NUN BITTEN WIR
ELW 377 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen EARTH AND ALL STARS
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

Hymn Suggestions
May 23, 2021 Day of Pentecost
Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Crossing all boundaries
that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s mercy to places we least expect it—to a
crowd of strangers of different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his
disciples that they will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate
that we too have been visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in worship, and then
disperse to share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world.
Hymns: ELW 400 God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind CWM RHONDDA
ELW 578 Creator Spirit, Heavenly Dove KOMM, GOTT SCHOPFER
ELW 582 Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling (stanza one) (Offertory) IN BABILONE
ELW 401 Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading NJOO KWETU, ROHO MWEMA
ELW 627 O Day Full of Grace DEN SIGNEDE DAG

May 30, 2021 The Holy Trinity
When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is beyond, before, and after
the universe: that there is community within God. Our experience of this is reflected in Paul’s words today.
When we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays
within us, creating between us and God the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him.
Hymns: ELW 413 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! NICAEA
ELW 412 Come, Join the Dance of TrinityKINGSFOLD
ELW 885 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (Offertory) OLD HUNDREDTH
ELW 415 Father Most Holy CHRISTE SANCTORUM
ELW 414 Holy God, We Praise Your Name GROSSER GOTT

Lester E. Ackerman, Jr., Director of Music Ministry and Organist

Good Friday

Easter Sunday Worship
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