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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
 

May 23, 2021 | 9:30 

Day of Pentecost | Confirmation Sunday 

Service of Holy Communion 
 

On Pentecost we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon Christ’s body, the church. 
Crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God's mercy to 
places we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands and tongues, and continues 
to breath life and inspiration into our lives. Jesus and the Father send the Holy Spirit declaring 
things that are to come, giving vision, and allowing us to dream as we live into God’s future. 
 

  Bold responses are spoken by the congregation. 
Offerings may be placed in the plate at the entrance to the sanctuary. 

The Offering will be brought forward by the usher during the Offertory Anthem. 
 

Prelude                                         “O God Beyond All Praising”     

          Tune THAXTED by Gustav Holst; Setting for Trumpet and Organ by David Howard Pettit 
 

The congregation stands as the cross is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

Entrance Processional             “Creator Spirit, Heavenly Dove” 
        Sarum Plainsong, Adapted by Martin Luther 

 

Welcome Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is  

marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Remembering the waters of Holy Baptism, and trusting in God’s grace,  

let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 

the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 

our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn 

us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 

newness of life through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in 

your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
 

Greeting          

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ + , the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  
 

Prayer of the Day        

Let us pray. Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the 

world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to proclaim your 

gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

First Reading   Acts 2:1-21                     Kay Finlon, lector 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from 

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 

they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 

each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation 

under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 

because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and 

astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we 

hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 

the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of 

power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But 

others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, 

raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be 

known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 

only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17‘In 

the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons 

and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men 

shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out 

my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on 

the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the 

moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who 

calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 104:24-34, 35b          Amy Woodall, Delenn Rumbolo, cantors 

 

Psalm 104:3 (Kristina Langlois) Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year B © 2008 Augsburg Fortress 

 

Second Reading  Romans 8:22-27          Kay Finlon, lector 
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only 

the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we 

wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is 

seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we 

wait for it with patience. 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how 

to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, 

who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 

the saints according to the will of God. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation             “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind”                             (music only) 
                Tune CWM RHONDDA by John Hughes; Setting for Trumpet and Organ by David Lasky 
 

Please stand. 
 

The Holy Gospel  John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15       

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th and 16th chapters.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
26”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who 

comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to testify because you have 

been with me from the beginning. 4I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because 

I was with you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are 

you going?’ 6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 
7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, 

the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he 

will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because they 

do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see 

me no longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 12“I still 

have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth 

comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak 

whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, 

because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this 

reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Homily                                “Filled with the Holy Spirit”     Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

   (A devotional reading or homily may also be read, if this service is being used as a devotional.) 
 

Anthem                          “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”    Delenn Rumbolo, Soprano 

 Tunes by Robert Jackson and Fred Bock 
 

Please stand. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM      (Presenter: Lowell Engelhard, Congregation Council President) 
 

Council President: I present Brady Ferner, Riley Smith, Palmer Stevenson, who desire to make 

public affirmation of their baptism.  
 

The confirmands come forward. 

Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for these (sisters and brothers), whom you have made 

your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them 

with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants 

in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new 

birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.  
 

Spoken to the confirmands.  

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  

I renounce them.  
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?  

I renounce them.  
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?  

I renounce them.  
 

Spoken to the confirmands and assembly.  

Do you believe in God the Father?  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again  

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he  

will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
 

Spoken to the confirmands. 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 
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made with you in holy baptism: to live among God's faithful people, to hear the word of God and 

share in the Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the 

earth?  

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.  
 

People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for them in their 

life in Christ?  

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.  
 

The parents of the confirmands come forward for the laying on of hands. 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new 

birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.  
 

Spoken individually over each confirmand. 

Stir up in ____ the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 

presence, both now and forever. Amen.  
 

Spoken to the assembly. 

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.  

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

and proclaim the good news to all the world.  
 

Introduction of Confirmands: Brady Ferner; Riley Smith; Palmer Stevenson 

Alex English, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 
 

Reading of Statements of Faith  

Confirmands: Brady Ferner, Riley Smith, Palmer Stevenson 

 

The service continues with the Prayers. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Bill Schwartz, prayer assistant) 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Prayers. 
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 

promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. A brief silence. 
 

Almighty God, as you sent your Holy Spirit as tongues of fire on the assembled multitude so that 

each spoke in different languages, yet understood by all, thus giving birth to your church, grant 

that we at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church may experience the breath of fresh air of Your Holy Spirit. 

Make us one with you so that Your Church may present a unified Christian voice to the world. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God of life, Earth, sky and sea declare your glory, and your Spirit moves over creation, renewing 

all that has life. On Pentecost we ask that you would renew your people as co-creators with you, 
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grant us your spirit of wisdom so that future generations may enjoy the bounty of your creation. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Lord, once again we hear of terrible conflicts between Israel and Palestinians in the Middle East. 

Each blames the other. Each wants peace on their terms. Yet, neither is willing to give anything 

to achieve a temporary cease fire much less a lasting peace. Enter the hearts and minds of 

those who may be negotiating for each side and show them that peace is only available when 

each feels they are in a safe winning position. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God of healing, you hear the prayers of all people in every language, even the sighs of our 

hearts. We ask that your would continue to bring the world out of this pandemic, uphold all who 

are ill, and those who care for the sick and dying. Send your Holy Spirit to heal and sustain our 

loved ones: Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Jeffery Eckerd, Virginia Stackel, Joseph 

Tolbert, Robert Shirley, Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Jo Lammonds, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff 

Casella, Mary Lou Kiser, Jim Hobbs, Paul Davis, Jimmy Schwartz, Doris Dixon, Ken Winters, 

Michael Frye, Robert Platt, Joshua Clausen, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Debbie Walden, 

Carol Marion, and the residents of Matthews Glen. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Heavenly Father, today we joyfully celebrate the Confirmation of these young men who have 

studied your Word and teaching. Bless, we pray Brady Ferner, Riley Smith, and Palmer 

Stevenson, with your Spirit of grace and love. Help them carry their faith always foremost in 

their lives. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God of hope, we give thanks for all the saints whom you have lead by the power of your Holy 

Spirit. Lead us, O Lord, that we may always hear your voice and know the gentle breath of your 

Spirit as we journey through this world toward the kingdom you are preparing for all people. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Peace  

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

(please share words of peace while practicing “social distancing” as appropriate) 
 

OFFERING                                (Offerings may be placed in the plate at the sanctuary entrance) 
 

                   (The offering is brought forward from the Narthex) 

Offertory Anthem                  “Intrada for Trumpet and Organ”                              Robert Wetzler 
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Offering Prayer       

Let us pray. God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive 

our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the 

sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Please stand. 

 

Holy Communion        

 

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Invitation 

The risen Christ invites us to this table. 

Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

Please follow the ushers' directions coming forward while keeping a 6 foot distance from the 

person ahead of you. Holy Communion will be distributed continuously from the freestanding 

altar by "Communion Kits." After receiving a "kit" please partake of communion at your seat, 
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returning via the side aisles or as directed by the ushers. Please seal used communion utensils 

in the zip-lock kit bag. 

 

Communion Music           “God Sent His Son into the World”  George Frideric Handel 

 Delenn Rumbolo, Soprano, Amy Woodall, Alto 

 

                                        “Adagio” from Trumpet Sonata, Op. 51 Flor Peeters 
 

Please stand. 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the 

hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the 

hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING BLESSING 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
 

The God of life, 
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Postlude                      “Te Deum Laudamus” (We Praise You, O God) Jean-Baptiste Lully 

 

DISMISSAL     

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Please follow the ushers’ directions to exit the Sanctuary, 

 exiting to the patio for fellowship outside. 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 
 

This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg 

Fortress and Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 

Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie; Jonathan Lakeman, crucifer; Bill Schwartz, prayer 

assistant; Kay Finlon, lector; Jacob Wenzel, Jonathan & Charles Lakeman, live streaming camera; 

Kevin Feezor, soundboard; ushers: John Simon, Jenny and Larry Dagenhart, Jr.; greeters: Joanne 

Marz, Ted Seman, David Thomason; musicians: Gabe Slesinger, trumpet; Delenn Rumbolo, cantor 

and soprano soloist; Amy Woodall, cantor and alto soloist; Lester Ackerman, Director of Music 

Ministry and Organist 
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“God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind” ELW #400 This relatively new Pentecost hymn was first 

published in 2000 in a collection entitled Awake Our Hearts to Praise!  The author is Herman 

Stuempfle (1923-2007) a professor of preaching at Gettysburg Seminary, where he eventually 

became Dean for five years, and then President of the college for thirteen years. Dr. Paul 

Westermeyer says of this hymn:  “a whole series of images and attributes of the Spirit are called 

out—in this case not the gentle ones, but powerful ones of tempest and whirlwind, blazing and 

burning, earthquake and thunder, and passion without sleep.  The petitions are equally powerful: 

drive us to costly service, let your flaming Spirit surge and kindle truth against the deceit of injustice, 

break the chains of sin and walls that divide, and stir in us a restlessness that is not content with evil. 

Strong stuff!” The Welsh tune CWM RHONDDA (Rhondda Valley) is paired nicely with this text, as 

well as two additional hymns in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, #618, “Guide Me Ever, Great 

Redeemer”, and #705, “God of Grace and God of Glory”. 

 

Our Hymn of the Day “Creator Spirit, Heavenly Dove” ELW #578 is the classic Latin Pentecost 

hymn. Usually attributed to Rhabanus Maurus (776-856), Martin Luther made one of the earliest 

translations to German, and also modified the original Sarum plainsong ELW #577 into the simpler 

congregational tune we know as KOMM, GOTT SCHOPFER. 
 

 

 

May 24, Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543); Leonhard Euler (1707-1783); scientists 

In remembering scientists we also ponder the mystery and grandeur of God’s creation. Educated in 

astronomy, mathematics, law, medicine, and theology, Copernicus is remembered for his work, On 

the Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres, and the idea that the sun is the center of the solar system. 

Euler is regarded as one of the founders of the science of pure mathematics and made important 

contributions to mechanics, hydrodynamics, astronomy, optics and acoustics. 
 

May 27, John Calvin, renewer of the church, died 1564  

John Calvin began his studies in theology at the University of Paris when he was fourteen. In his 

mid-twenties he experienced a conversion that led him to embrace the views of the Reformation. His 

theological ideas are systematically laid out in his Institutes of the Christian Religion. He is also well 

known for his commentaries on scripture. He was a preacher in Geneva, was banished once, and 

then later returned to reform the city under a theocratic constitution.  
 

May 29, Jiřī Tranovský, hymnwriter, died 1637  

Jiřī Tranovský is considered the “Luther of the Slavs” and the father of Slovak hymnody. Trained at 

the University of Wittenberg in the early seventeenth century, Tranovský was ordained in 1616 and 

spent his life preaching and teaching in Prague, Silesia, and finally Slovakia. He produced a 

translation of the Augsburg Confession, and a hymn collection Cithara Sanctorum (Lyre of the 

Saints), that is the foundation of Slovak Lutheran hymnody. His hymn “Your Heart, O God, Is 

Grieved” (#602) is in the ELW. 
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From the pastor - 

St. Mark’s has reopened for limited in-person worship, Sundays at 9:30 am. Reservations are 

available for 85 persons each week. The State continues to require at least 6 feet for physical 

distancing and masks for all indoor gatherings. St. Mark’s current guidelines follow Governor 

Cooper’s Executive Order #209 (4/28-6/1/2021). Sunday worship continues to be streamed live on 

Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/).  
 

Reservations may be made in one of three ways: by phone (704-375-9185), by email 

(stmarkselca1001@gmail.com), or online at “Sign Up Genius,” using the link provided in the weekly 

emailing or on St. Mark’s Facebook page. Please indicate the number of persons who will attend 

with you. 
 

In order to safely maximize available seating, when you arrive for worship, please wait to be seated 

by an usher. Holy Communion continues to be offered using “Communion Kits” distributed from the 

freestanding altar. During Communion please follow the ushers’ prompts, keeping a 6 foot distance 

from the person ahead of you. After the Dismissal, please follow the ushers’ directions to exit the 

sanctuary, using the side aisle exit doors, exiting the building to enjoy fellowship on the church patio. 
 

For those unable to attend in-person worship “Drive-Thru” Holy Communion continues on the 2nd 

and 4th Sundays of the month, 10:45 am-Noon (in May, the 9th and 23rd). 
 

Step by step as we reopen, our worship life will no doubt continue to change as we move toward 

being fully free of the pandemic. As we continue a “hybrid” worship of in-person and online 

participation, we give thanks to the Holy Spirit who gathers us together as St. Mark’s, the body of 

Christ. May we remain steadfast to Jesus Christ who never leaves us, always walks with us, and 

gives us strength to be light and hope for the world. 
 

In the grace and peace of Christ,  

Pastor Tim McKenzie  

pastortimsmlc@gmail.com  

 

 
 

Worship and Congregational Life 
 

Altar Flowers today are given in honor of our three confirmands, Brady Ferner, Riley Smith, and 
Palmer Stevenson by Gennie and Chris Stevenson. 
 

“Hybrid Worship” is both in-person and online worship at the same time. The Holy Spirit gathers us 
both in-person and online as we continue to live together as the body of Christ during this pandemic. 
 

Online worship continues to be streamed every Sunday at 9:30 am on Facebook 
(http://www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/).  
 

In-Person Sunday Worship  Reservations and facemasks are required. Reservation capacity is 85 

persons. To attend worship, please make a reservation in one of three ways: by phone (704-375-

9185), by email (stmarkselca1001@gmail.com), or online at “Sign Up Genius”.  

• Please note each service has a separate link to SignUpGenius.  
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• Please carefully choose the correct date for each service.  
 

Holy Trinity, 5/30, 9:30 am - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship15) 
 

2nd Pentecost, 6/6, 9:30 am - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship16 
 

3rd Pentecost, 6/13, 9:30 am - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship17 
 

Thank you for wearing a facemask. St. Mark's members have made colorful, washable, re-usable 

masks which are in the Narthex. Please feel free to take one and use it. 
 

“Drive-Thru” Holy Communion will be offered on 5/23, from 10:45-12 noon. 
 

Midweek Meditation Series  Please join Pastor Tim for a midweek meditation series titled, 

“Following Jesus with the Apostolic Fathers.” Rediscover discipleship to Christ through works written 

by the earliest Christians as they followed Jesus. This series will be available each week via email 

and on St. Mark’s homepage. 
 

You are invited! The Active Faith Sunday School class continues to meet via Zoom for a social 

hour every other Thursday at 7:30 pm. If you would like to join in on this time of good conversation, 

mutual support, and fun, please email Alex (dymalexenglish@gmail.com) and he will send you the 

Zoom link.  
 

St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet via Zoom on Thursday, May 27, at 10 am. We will be 

discussing The Abolitionist’s Daughter by Diane C. McPhail. This is the story of Judge Matthews, an 

abolitionist, who runs an illegal school for his slaves, whom he hopes to set free, in spite of the 

hazards an educated slave must face. Ultimately a tragic string of events is set in motion. We invite 

all who are interested to participate. Please contact Judy Tolbert (judytolbert@comporium.net or 

803.230.7069) for more information. 
 

Stewardship 
 

Offerings and pledges may continue to be sent to St. Mark’s church office by mail or through online 

giving. For more information go to (http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-

a-donation/). We have been blessed to be a blessing to others! 
 

St. Mark's 2021 Stewardship campaign  We continue to welcome your pledge of support for St. 

Mark’s ministries. You may choose to return it with your offering or mail it to the church office, either 

in paper or online. You can also send your pledge over OnRealm.  Just log into your account. Click 

on Giving on the left.  Click on the grey "Pledge Box" and fill out the information. Remember to 

choose "GF Member Contributions - 01/01/2021 until 12/31/2021" Thank you for your generosity. 

It makes a difference! 
 

Altar Flower Sponsorship If you would like to sponsor live flowers for our Sunday worship service, 

please contact the church office. Remember a loved one or commemorate an event by donating 

altar flowers. If you would like to volunteer as flower coordinator, please let us know. 
 

Social Ministry 

We continue to remember the hungry and homeless through our social ministries. 
 

THANK YOU - 3 full bags and a box of men's deodorant were delivered by Gretchen Payne to the 

homeless men housed uptown by Roof Above.  They were most appreciative. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship15
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship16
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship17
mailto:dymalexenglish@gmail.com
http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-a-donation/
http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-a-donation/
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ANOTHER THANK YOU to all who filled your Lenten box with quarters.  Eileen Dunlap took $250 

worth of quarters to Refugee Support Services for use in the pay laundry facilities in many apartment 

buildings used by recently arrived refugees.  Please continue to save your quarters as the need will 

be ongoing. You may drop them off at church Monday-Thursday from 10 am – 2 pm. 
 

Loaves and Fishes  We are collecting groceries for the Loaves and Fishes food pantry. Please feel 

free to bring bags of non-perishable foods to the church, Monday-Thursday during Office Hours (10 

am - 2 pm), on your way home from the store. Alternatively, you may send a box of groceries from 

your home delivery store to St. Mark’s. Thank you for remembering our neighbors! 
 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen continues every Thursday, with a small crew making bag 

lunches for distribution to our neighbors. You may also support the Soup Kitchen through financial 

donations sent to the church, or through St. Mark’s online giving portal.  
 

Youth and Family Ministry 
 

Pentecost Family Program  Families with children have been mailed a packet with a Pentecost 

program that they can complete together. Our next Zoom meeting will be on Saturday, June 12 at 

10:30 am. 
 

Youth Zoom Meeting  The next Youth Zoom meeting will be on Friday, May 28 at 3:30 pm. We will 

continue meeting on Friday afternoons until further notice. We hope to see lots of youth this week! 
 

June 13: Youth Brunch  10:30-11:45. Youth will enjoy fellowship, a discussion about the Sermon 

on the Mount, and brunch at the picnic tables. Please let Alex know if you can make it! 
 

Come to the Waters Children's VBS: Save the Date! Saturday, July 31. 9:00 am.  Through 

storytelling, crafts, music, and games, children will explore the place of water in Creation, the Noah's 

Ark story, and Baptism. More details about the time and location (at St. Mark's or online) will be 

announced soon. 
 

Adult VBS: Save the Date! The Christian Education Committee will be planning a two day Vacation 

Bible School for adults on August 1 and 2.  More details are to come. 
 

Girl Scout Project  Do you have old laptops at home? Lauren Dunlap will take them off your hands. 

She is doing her Girl Scout Gold Award project for the nonprofit organization Refugee Support 

Services (RSS). She is collecting laptop computers to be refurbished and used by the refugees 

served by RSS. There is a bin in the mail room labeled "Computer Donations", so bring anything you 

have sitting at home and she will reuse it or recycle it. If you have any concerns or questions email 

her at laurendunlap704@gmail.com or call or text at 980-263-0097. 
 

Announcements 
 

Please remember to set the alarm when leaving the church. There is less activity at the church, so 

each person should be aware that the alarm may need to be set as they leave. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

6/3 - 5 NC Synod Assembly (online via Zoom) Open public participation via the Synod Facebook page 
        (https://www.facebook.com/ncsynod) 
 

6/6  “Senior Sunday” 9:30 am. Join us as we recognize our high school graduates during worship. 
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St. Mark’s Prayer List 

Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Jeffery Eckerd, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert 

Shirley, Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Jo Lammonds, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Mary Lou Kiser, 

Jim Hobbs, Paul Davis, Jimmy Schwartz, Julian and Judy Norris, Doris Dixon, Ken Winter, Michael 

Frye, Robert Platt, Joshua Clausen, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, Carol Marion, the Sean Fielding 

family (in New York City), the residents of Matthews Glen. 

Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests 
(pastortimsmlc@gmail.com) 

 
 
  Readings for 5/30/2021,  
  The Holy Trinity/ 
  First Sunday after Pentecost  
  Isaiah 6:1-8 

  Psalm 29 

  Romans 8:12-17 

  John 3:1-17 

 
 

Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love and 
comfort for you in times of trial. Would you contact us today? Pastor Tim 
(pastortimsmlc@gmail.com), or Lisa Barnette (stephenministrysmlc@gmail.com) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |  saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 

 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com 

 

Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry, 
Organist 

lackerman2@aol.com 

Alex English, Director of Youth and Family 
Ministry 

dymalexenglish@gmail.com 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
stmarkselca1001@gmail.com 

 

Jessie Craig, Financial Administrator 
saintmarksfinance@gmail.com 

Birthdays 

5/24 Joe Barrett  

5/24 Karen Feezor  

5/24 Suzanna Payne  

5/25 Robert Adden Jr. 

5/27 Laura Newsome 

5/29 Virginia Ginns 
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