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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

 
May 2, 2021 | 9:30 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Service of Holy Communion 

 

Jesus says, “I am the vine, you are the branches.” As we move into a season of planting, Jesus 

reminds us that we must abide in him if we are to bear fruit as Christians and as the church. We 

know we abide in Jesus when we love one another. We cannot say we love God while hating 

our sisters and brothers, because God is love. In the Eucharist, after being fed with the fruit of 

the vine and grain of the field, Jesus sends us to be his body in the world. 
 

  Bold responses are spoken by the congregation. 
Offerings may be placed in the plate at the entrance to the sanctuary. 

The Offering will be brought forward by the usher during the Offertory Anthem. 
 

Prelude                                   “I Know That My Redeemer Lives!”        

      Tune by John Hatton; Organ Setting by Wilbur Held 
 

Welcome Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Please stand 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism (Confession and Forgiveness)    
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is  

marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are raised with him to new life. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism,  

confess our sins and hear the words of forgiveness. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the assisting minister gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning you created us in your image 

and planted us in a well-watered garden. 

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 

and you gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, 

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus' wounded side, 

and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 

Wash us in your forgiveness, grace, and love,  

knowing that as we confess our sins,  
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God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

God of grace and glory,  

you have brought us through the night of sin into Jesus’ resurrection life. Yet our lives 

are still shadowed by sin. Make us alive in Christ, O God. Make us new as you make all 

things new. Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin, renew us in grace, and restore us 

to living in your holiness, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 
 

The light of the risen Christ puts to light all evil deeds, washes away sin, restores innocence to 

the fallen, casts out hate, brings peace, and humbles earthly pride. Jesus Christ loves you, + 

frees and forgives you from your sins by his blood. Almighty God strengthen you that Christ may 

live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

Greeting          

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ + , the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

 
Prayer of the Day        

Let us pray. O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish 

our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

First Reading   Acts 8:26-40                                  Kay Finlon, lector 
26Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there 

was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of 

her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in 

his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this 

chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, 

“Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides 

me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that 

he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before 

its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 

describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34The eunuch asked Philip, 

“About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 

else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the 

good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and 

the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He 
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commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the 

water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 

snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip 

found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good 

news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 22:25-31               Eric Loftin, Delenn Rumbolo, cantors 
 

 

Psalm 22:27 (Robert Buckley Farlee) Refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year B, 2008 © Augsburg Fortress 

 
Second Reading  1 John 4:7-21          Kay Finlon, lector 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 

and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was 

revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 

through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love 

one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love 

is perfected in us. 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us 

of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of 

the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 

God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who 

abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in 

this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this 

world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with 

punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first 

loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those 

who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not 

seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their 

brothers and sisters also. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation          “Improvisation on ‘I Know That My Redeemer Lives!”        (music only) 
              Setting by David Cherwien 
 

Please stand. 
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The Holy Gospel  John 15:1-8       

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that 

bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have 

already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. 

Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless 

you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them 

bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is 

thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 

burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Homily                                            “Abide in me”      Pastor Timothy McKenzie 

   (A devotional reading or homily may also be read, if this service is being used as a devotional.) 
 
Anthem                                         "I Am the Vine”                    Paul D. Weber 

 Eric Loftin, Baritone; Delenn Rumbolo, Soprano 
 

Please stand. 

 

Apostles’ Creed          

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
 Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Dave Dunlap, prayer assistant) 

The congregation may sit or kneel for the Prayers. 
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 

promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. A brief silence. 
 

Abiding God, help the church in all nations grow as branches connected to the true vine, Jesus 

Christ. Abide in your church that your church may continue to abide in you with love for all our 

sisters and brothers. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Heavenly Father, please help our local, state, and national leaders to recognize true justice, a 

justice guided by your hand.  Help our leaders to find answers to the many unnecessary and 

senseless violent acts.  Too many are taken far too soon.  Please comfort their families, and at 

the same time guide us all to a peace and understanding we can only know through your 

Son. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Creating God, through your Word you have created the heavens and the earth, holding all 

things together in Christ. As we wonder at and learn from the beauty of creation, help us to care 

for and share its abundance with all your children. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  
 

Loving God, please help us to show your love to those facing adversity or unfairness based on 

their race, religion, gender or sexual identity, age, or disability. We have all faced some sort of 

difficulty based on something that makes us different.  If we follow your commandment and 

show each other love in word, deed, truth and action, we will all be much better off for it.  Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Abiding God, provide healing, protection and blessing for members of our church family: Jay 

Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Jeffery Eckerd, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert 

Shirley, Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Jo Lammonds, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Mary Lou 

Kiser, Jim Hobbs, Paul Davis, Jimmy Schwartz, Pierce DeRico, Doris Dixon, Ken Winters, 

Michael Frye, Robert Platt, Joshua Clausen, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, the Oppermann 

family, and the residents of Matthews Glen. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Heavenly Father, as the global pandemic continues, we ask that you continue to support all 

providers of medical care and particularly those in hotspots in the mid-west, India, and 

elsewhere.  We thank you for the scientists who developed the vaccines and for the teams that 

are organizing and administering them.  We ask that you continue to guide them. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Eternal God, Three in One, you continually raise up saints who bear the fruit of your love. Today, 

we commemorate Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, who witnessed to you, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. Bless us that in our confession of you, the Triune God, we might share in life eternal 

through the resurrection of Christ Jesus. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Peace           

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

(please share words of peace while practicing “social distancing” as appropriate) 



6 

 

OFFERING                                (Offerings may be placed in the plate at the sanctuary entrance) 

 

           (The offering is brought forward from the Narthex) 

Offertory Anthem                  “Chaconne on ‘Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”       

             Tune by Thomas Williams; Setting by Matthew H. Corl 

 

Offering Prayer              

Let us pray. God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive 

our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the 

sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Please stand. 

 

Holy Communion              

 

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Invitation 

The risen Christ invites us to this table. 

Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

Please follow the ushers' directions coming forward while keeping a 6 foot distance from the 

person ahead of you. Holy Communion will be distributed continuously from the freestanding 

altar by "Communion Kits." After receiving a "kit" please partake of communion at your seat, 

returning via the side aisles or as directed by the ushers. Please seal used communion utensils 

in the zip-lock kit bag. 

 

Communion Music         “The Call” from Five Mystical Songs       Ralph Vaughan Williams 

  Eric Loftin, Baritone 
 

                                                “Now the Green Blade Rises” French Carol 

 Organ Setting by David Cherwien 
 

                                                      “O Blessed Spring”                       Tune by Robert Buckley Farlee 

 Organ Setting by Aaron David Miller 
 

Please stand. 
 
Post-Communion Blessing 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the 

hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the 

hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING BLESSING 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
 

The God of life, 
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Postlude                              “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”  

 Organ Setting by Kenneth T. Kosche 

 

DISMISSAL     

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Please follow the ushers’ directions to exit the Sanctuary, 

 exiting to the patio for fellowship outside. 

 

☩ ☩ ☩ 
 

This service adapted/reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg 

Fortress and Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 

Worship Leaders: Pastor Timothy McKenzie; Dave Dunlap, prayer assistant; Kay Finlon, lectors; 

Jacob Wenzel, Jonathan & Charles Lakeman, live streaming camera; Kevin Feezor, soundboard; 

ushers: John Simon, Jenny and Larry Dagenhart, Jr.; greeters: Patrick and Rebecca Huang, Jay 

Jacob; musicians: Eric Loftin, cantor and baritone soloist; Delenn Rumbolo, cantor and soprano 

soloist; Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry and Organist 

 

 
 

"O Blessed Spring" ELW 447 Susan Palo Cherwien (b.1953) wrote this hymn, inspired by a 

sculpture based on John 15:5. Here is what she says in here own words: "Above the baptismal font 

at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Minneapolis, hangs a bronze sculpture by Paul Granlund 

titled LIFE-TREE. This hymn was shaped by the seasons of life portrayed in the sculpture and was 

written for the baptismal life of Good Shepherd parish. It is based on the scripture verse Granlund 

chose: I am the vine, you are the branches." The tune BERGLUND was composed by Robert 

Buckley Farlee (b.1950), and was written for this hymn. Farlee was one of the editors of Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship, and named this tune for his mother's family. 
 

"Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life" ELW 816 This hymn was written almost three centuries ago 

by George Herbert (1593-1633). It is just one of Herbert's poems in The Temple (1633), titled "The 

Call" and included in the section on "The Church". Our triune God is addressed in three sets of 

three--as way, truth, life; light, feast, and strength; joy, love, and heart. Composer Ralph Vaughan 

Williams (1871-1958) set Herbert's poem to music as the fourth of his Five Mystical Songs (1911). 

Even though written for a baritone soloist, the tune THE CALL works equally well as congregational 

song. 
 

 

 

May 2, Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria (296-373) 

Athanasius attended the council of Nicea in 325 as a deacon and secretary of the Bishop of 

Alexandria. Athanasius defended the full divinity of Christ against the Arian heresy held by emperors, 

magistrates, and other theologians. He was banished from Alexandria five times for his defense of 

the divinity of Christ. The Athanasian Creed (named for him) is recognized by the Lutheran Church, 

along with the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds. Athanasius’ Easter Letter of 367 is the oldest surviving 

record listing the 27 canonical books of the New Testament. This is significant, because it 

demonstrates that the canon of the New Testament was already established prior to 367 through a 

process of tradition rather than by the decree of a council. 
 

May 4, Monica, mother of Augustine (322-387) 

Monica was married to a Roman named Patricius, who was a government official in Thagaste (in 



9 

 

present day Algeria). She rejoiced when both her husband and his mother became Christian. Monica 

is best known as the mother of the theologian, Augustine. Monica became a disciple of Ambrose, 

bishop of Milan, and after resisting Christianity for seventeen years, her son Augustine was baptized 

by Ambrose on Easter, 387. Almost everything we know about Monica comes from Augustine’s 

Confessions, his autobiography. She died far from home, but said to her son, “Do not fret because I 

am buried far from our home in Africa. Nothing is far from God, and I have no fear that God will not 

know where to find me, when Christ comes to raise me to life at the end of the world.” Her dying 

wish was that her son remember her at the altar of the Lord, wherever he was. 
 

May 8, Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church (c.1342-c.1416) 

Julian of Norwich lived as an anchoress in Norwich, England, and after recovering from a serious 

illness she described visions that had come to her in 1373 during her suffering. She conceived of a 

loving and compassionate God, merciful and forgiving, and believed in our ability to reach self-

knowledge despite sin. She wrote of God as our mother, and was a strikingly independent thinker. 

Her book, Revelations of Divine Love, is the earliest surviving book in the English language written 

by a woman. Though little is known about her life, she is one of the most celebrated figures of the 

English Middle Ages, and esteemed as one of the profoundest thinkers of this period. A prayer and a 

hymn attributed to Julian are included in the ELW (p.87, #735). 
 

 
 

From the pastor - 

As we go to print for the May 2nd bulletin, we have no news of any changes to the governor’s 

executive order which ends on April 30, as well as no new guidance from the bishop and synod 

council. As soon as we have more information I will update this space. Until then, St. Mark’s current 

protocols remain in effect. 
 

St. Mark’s has re-opened for limited in-person worship, Sundays at 9:30 am. St. Mark’s continues to 

offer reduced capacity in-person worship for 95 persons (nave and balconies), including 10 worship 

leaders. Reservations are available for 85 persons each week. The State continues to require at 

least 6 feet for physical distancing and masks for all gatherings. Sunday worship will also continue to 

be streamed live on Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/).  
 

Reservations may be made in one of three ways: by phone (704-375-9185), by email 

(stmarkselca1001@gmail.com), or online at “Sign Up Genius,” using the link provided in the weekly 

emailing or on St. Mark’s Facebook page. Please indicate the number of persons who will attend 

with you. 
 

In order to safely maximize available seating, when you arrive for worship, please wait to be seated 

by an usher. Holy Communion will continue to be offered using “Communion Kits” distributed from 

the freestanding altar. During Communion please follow the ushers’ prompts, keeping a 6 foot 

distance from the person ahead of you. After the Dismissal, please follow the ushers’ directions to 

exit the sanctuary, using the side aisle exit doors, exiting the building as directed for fellowship on 

the church patio. 
 

For those unable to attend in-person worship “Drive-Thru” Holy Communion will continue on the 2nd 

and 4th Sundays of the month, 10:45 am-Noon (in May, the 9th and 23rd). 
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Even as we experience small signs of progress, our worship life will no doubt continue to be a 

“hybrid” of in-person and online worship during the months ahead. Whether we gather in-person or 

online, we give thanks to the Holy Spirit who gathers us together as the body of Christ at St. Mark’s. 

May we remain steadfast to Jesus Christ who never leaves us, always walks with us, and gives us 

strength to be light and hope for the world. 
 

In the grace and peace of Christ,  
Pastor Tim McKenzie  
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com  
 

 
 

Worship and Congregational Life 
 

Altar Flowers today are given by Bill Schwartz “to the Glory of God and thanks for the many years 

God has given me to enjoy His World.” 
 

“Hybrid Worship” is both in-person and online worship at the same time. The Holy Spirit gathers us 
both in-person and online as we continue to live together as the body of Christ during this pandemic. 
 

Online worship will continue to be streamed every Sunday at 9:30 am on Facebook 
(http://www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/). You do not need to join Facebook to view this. 

Simply click on the above link. 
 

In-Person Sunday Worship  Reservations and facemasks are required. Reservation capacity is 85 

persons. To attend worship, please make a reservation in one of three ways: by phone (704-375-

9185), by email (stmarkselca1001@gmail.com), or online at “Sign Up Genius”.  

• Please note each service has a separate link to SignUpGenius.  

• Please carefully choose the correct date for each service.  
 

(6th Easter 5/9, 9:30 am - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship12) 
 

(7th Easter 5/16, 9:30 am - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship13) 
 

(Pentecost, 5/23, 9:30 am - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship14) 
 

Thank you for wearing a facemask. St. Mark's members have made colorful, washable,  

re-usable masks which are in the Narthex. Please feel free to take one and use it. 
 

“Drive-Thru” Holy Communion will be offered on 5/9 and 5/23, from 10:45-12 noon. 
 

Midweek Meditation Series  Please join Pastor Tim for a new midweek meditation series titled, 

“Following Jesus with the Apostolic Fathers.” Rediscover discipleship to Christ through works written 

by the earliest Christians as they followed Jesus. This series will be available each week via email 

and on St. Mark’s homepage. 
 

You are invited! The Active Faith Sunday School class continues to meet via Zoom for a social 

hour every other Thursday at 7:30 pm. If you would like to join in on this time of good conversation, 

mutual support, and fun, please email Alex (dymalexenglish@gmail.com) and he will send you the 

Zoom link.  
 

Stewardship 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship12
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship13
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4DAFAB23A6F49-worship14
mailto:dymalexenglish@gmail.com
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Offerings and pledges may continue to be sent to St. Mark’s church office by mail or through online 

giving. For more information go to (http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-

a-donation/). We have been blessed to be a blessing to others! 
 

St. Mark's 2021 Stewardship campaign  We continue to welcome your pledge of support for St. 

Mark’s ministries. You may choose to return it with your offering or mail it to the church office, either 

in paper or online. You can also send your pledge over OnRealm.  Just log into your account. Click 

on Giving on the left.  Click on the grey "Pledge Box" and fill out the information. Remember to 

choose "GF Member Contributions - 01/01/2021 until 12/31/2021" Thank you for your generosity. 

It makes a difference! 
 

Altar Flower Sponsorship If you would like to sponsor live flowers for our Sunday worship service, 

please contact the church office. Remember a loved one or commemorate an event by donating 

altar flowers. If you would like to volunteer as flower coordinator, please let us know. 
 

Social Ministry 

We continue to remember the hungry and homeless through our social ministries. 
 

Requesting Men's Deodorant  "Last call" for men's deodorant for the homeless men housed by 

Roof Above. The collected deodorants will be delivered during the first week of May. If you have 

some you haven't yet brought to church or if you are still planning on getting involved in this 

outreach, please bring your donation to the gathering place by Sunday May 2. There is a basket in 

the narthex for your donations. Thank you for your participation. 
 

Quarters Drive  For many refugees their apartment complexes only have access to washers and 

dryers that are coin operated. Check your sofa, cup holders in your car or anywhere you place loose 

change for quarters to donate. Please drop them off at church Monday-Thursday from 10am-2pm. 
 

Loaves and Fishes  We are collecting groceries for the Loaves and Fishes food pantry. Please feel 

free to bring bags of non-perishable foods to the church, Monday-Thursday during Office Hours (10 

am -2 pm), on your way home from the store. Alternatively, you may send a box of groceries from 

your home delivery store to St. Mark’s. Thank you for remembering our neighbors! 
 

Soup Kitchen  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen continues every Thursday, with a small crew making bag 

lunches for distribution to our neighbors. You may also support the Soup Kitchen through financial 

donations sent to the church, or through St. Mark’s online giving portal.  
 

Youth and Family Ministry 
 

Youth Sunday School! The Confirmation Class will meet via Zoom on May 2 and May 16, 10:45-

11:30 am. We will use the normal Youth Zoom ID. Pastor Tim and Alex will lead. Upcoming schedule: 

 May 2: Confirmation Class  May 9: No Sunday School 

 May 16: Confirmation Class  Sunday School summer hiatus  
 

Youth Zoom Meeting  The next Youth Zoom meeting will be on Friday, May 7 at 3:30 pm. We will 

continue meeting on Friday afternoons until further notice. We hope to see lots of youth this week! 
 

Girl Scout Project  Do you have old laptops at home? Lauren Dunlap will take them off your hands. 

She is doing her Girl Scout Gold Award project for the nonprofit organization Refugee Support 

Services (RSS). She is collecting laptop computers to be refurbished and used by the refugees 

served by RSS. There is a bin in the mail room labeled "Computer Donations", so bring anything you 

http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-a-donation/
http://saintmarkscharlotte.org/stewardship/do-you-wish-to-make-a-donation/
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have sitting at home and she will reuse it or recycle it. If you have any concerns or questions email 

her at laurendunlap704@gmail.com or call or text at 980-263-0097. 

 

Announcements 
 

Please remember to set the alarm when leaving the church. There is less activity at the church, so 

each person should be aware that the alarm may need to be set as they leave. 

 

St. Mark’s Prayer List 

Jay Harbinson, David Mathis, Charlie Cox, Jeffery Eckerd, Virginia Stackel, Joseph Tolbert, Robert 

Shirley, Rachel Fulp, Danielle Clausen, Jo Lammonds, Carl Sepmeyer, Jeff Casella, Mary Lou Kiser, 

Jim Hobbs, Paul Davis, Jimmy Schwartz, Julian and Judy Norris, Pierce DeRico, Doris Dixon, Ken 

Winter, Michael Frye, Robert Platt, Joshua Clausen, Rona Reeves, David Kutscher, the Char 

Oppermann family, the Sean Fielding family (in New York City), the residents of Matthews Glen. 

Please email Pastor McKenzie with Prayer List and other prayer requests 
(pastortimsmlc@gmail.com) 

 
Readings for 5/9/2021, Sixth Sunday of Easter  
Acts 10:44-48 

Psalm 98 (4) 

1 John 5:1-6 

John 15:9-17 

 
Do you feel like you are in crisis? In Isaiah it is written, “Fear not, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed for I am your God.” Stephen ministers are here to show the Lord’s love and 
comfort for you in times of trial. Would you contact us today? Pastor Tim 
(pastortimsmlc@gmail.com), or Bonnie Eckerd (stephenministrysmlc@gmail.com) 

 
 
 
 

  

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1001 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207  |  saintmarkscharlotte.org  |  704.375.9185 

 

All the people of God at St. Mark’s 
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy McKenzie, Senior Pastor 
pastortimsmlc@gmail.com 

 

Lester Ackerman, Director of Music Ministry, 
Organist 

lackerman2@aol.com 

Alex English, Director of Youth and Family 
Ministry 

dymalexenglish@gmail.com 
 

Sue Wadgymar, Parish Administrator 
stmarkselca1001@gmail.com 

 

Jane Thompson, Financial Administrator 
saintmarksfinance@gmail.com 
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