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“He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”
(Mark 8:34)

The Pastor's Pen
Dear Friends in Christ,
The Christian journey has the benefit of two calendars that at first glance seem at odds with one another. The
yearly calendar and the church calendar may seem out of synch to many in today’s world. The benefit of the
church calendar and its seasons is that it reminds us of “moments” of God’s time (kairos) breaking into our lives
with grace and hope.
What is on your schedule for the month of March? What do you need to accomplish, and what do you hope to
achieve? On the church calendar, the season of Lent occupies the entire month of March, encouraging us to lift
our eyes ahead of us, following Jesus, as we plan and implement the plans of our busy lives. Jesus comes to us in
the midst of our schedules, plans, hopes, asking us to follow him. Lent offers us moments of kairos, helping us see
how God is intertwined with our daily lives.
Following Jesus is, of course, not only a Lenten discipline, but during Lent we allow ourselves time to focus anew
on the way of Jesus and his cross. Following Jesus frames our lifetime of daily schedules and plans. During Lent,
as we are confronted with daily decisions, we ask ourselves if our actions and use of time reflect following Jesus
and his cross.
The custom of “Lenten denial” comes from Jesus’ words, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves.” To deny oneself means to “abandon” those parts of our lives that get in the way of following Jesus.
Following Jesus is a lifetime journey during which there will be easy sailing under fair skies and also times of storm
and challenge. The grace of Jesus’ call is that Jesus walks with and leads us. Jesus is always available. We don’t
need an app, Wi-Fi or special hardware. We have already been created to know God and serve neighbor.
During Lent, I encourage you to take time for prayer, fasting and giving of yourself. Use your Lenten Box, filling it
or simply reminding yourself of the treasure of Christ’s grace. During March, join us on Wednesday evenings at 7
pm on Facebook as we gather to meditate on God’s word with a Lenten series titled, “Created for Community.” We
have been created to know God. In following Jesus, God gathers us into an ever-expanding community of grace,
freeing us to love and serve alongside of him so that we can become living moments of grace for others.
In the grace and peace of Christ Jesus,
Pastor Tim McKenzie
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February
Council Highlights
The Congregational Council met on the evening of February 8th via Zoom. Layton Campbell led the group in
devotions at the beginning of the meeting.
Financial Update: Finalized budget information from all committees is still coming in so January numbers
not yet finalized. Giving in January down compared with budget but giving is also seasonally lower this time
of year.
The Council has begun looking into having an audit or review of the church’s financial books in 2021. This
will likely not occur until after tax season. The finance committee will look into doing an internal review before
an external audit occurs.
The majority of the council meeting was spent discussing the vision of “who we are” and “who we are called
to be” as a church in preparation for the impending search for a Director of Youth and Family Ministries. This
discussion and next steps for recruitment will continue in a special meeting of the congregational council on
Monday, February 22nd.
Submitted by Christopher Miller
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The Soup Kitchen Coordinator is Susan Lakeman.
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The President s Posts
By Lowell Engelhard
These months of COVID have kept us separated from one another making it difficult for you to be
aware of all that is happening at St Mark’s. Our renovated website and our electronic bulletin, “This
Week at St Mark’s”, have been most helpful for providing information concerning the activities and
events, but don’t often give you a “behind the scenes” look at our mission and the many ministries we
support along with the people involved. In an attempt to fill that void I’d like to share with you in our
monthly issue of ReMarks what I see from my perspective. Likewise, I invite you to inform me of
subjects which would be of interest to others, or any questions, comments you may have.
This year ReMarks will include a series of articles entitled “Profiles in Faith”. St Mark’s has had a
number of our sons and daughters become Ordained Ministers, Diaconal or Associates in Ministry. We
will be highlighting some of them to learn where they are today and the influence St Mark’s had on their
faith journey. The first of this series was an essay by LCDR John Connally, Navy Chaplin, in the
January issue; I hope you had a chance to read it. Take note, St Mark’s recent history reveals a
directory of more than 30 of our family who have answered Jesus’ call to “follow me”. What a legacy!
This does not just happen; it requires a loving, supportive, inspiring family of faith to nurture their vision.
And we are most proud of those who have dedicated their lives to serve and labor in God’s vineyard…
As a part of the opening announcements for our online worship service Pastor Tim welcomes all who
are worshipping with us, those in the Charlotte area, the region and even from around the world.
“Around the world” may seem a bit presumptuous, however, a sampling of our analytics discloses that
we have been joined by saints from Germany, Belgium, UK, Australia, Canada, Japan, Saudi Arabia,
South Africa, and others. As a community of believers our message of God’s love for all people spans
the globe…
Our Congregation Council is hard at work developing plans for mission and ministries this year and the
years to come. This process includes a thorough examination of who we are as a congregation and
where we see the Holy Spirit leading us. Currently we are evaluating our Youth and Family Ministry
program in preparation for Alex English’s departure early next year. We plan to expand our Music
Ministry through outreach to the community when COVID restrictions are lifted. Our online worship
service will continue after we regather, consequently, we look to enhance our Facebook livestream
through the use of additional cameras and advanced production techniques. We are also taking initial
steps to organize a Global Mission program. More to come…
Although the sanctuary may be empty and the building unusually quiet, by God’s goodness and mercy
St Mark’s continues to make a difference thanks to all the faithful who serve, rendering “faith active in
love.”
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Social Ministry
Susan Ginns Committee Chairperson
You can help provide nonperishable, non-breakage food
items to Loaves and Fishes.
You can drop off donations at
the choir room door Monday –
Thursday from 10:00 to 2:00.
Simply ring the door bell to gain
access to the building and place
your donations on the baker's
rack by the office or just leave
them inside the door. The need
is still ongoing so please
continue to be generous.

Quarters
Drive
For many refugees their apartment
complexes only have access to
washers and dryers that are coin
operated. Check your sofa, cup
holders in your car or anywhere you
place loose change for quarters to
donate. Drop them off at church
Monday-Thursday from 10 am to 2
pm.

L & F Rack 2.22.21

Soup Kitchen

Pictured here is one of the meals prepared for our neighbors, with the Country Day School
Valentine cards included in every meal.
Five volunteers continue to gather every Thursday, in the kitchen at St. Mark's to prepare grab
'n' go lunches. Thank you to everyone who continues to help support this important ministry.
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Youth & Children
Alex English Director of Youth Ministry

A Message to the Congregation
Dear St. Mark’s Family,
In recent weeks, I have spoken to Pastor Tim, Council President Lowell Engelhard, and the Youth &
Children Committee about my vocational plans. I would like to share my plans with the congregation
now. Upon graduating from UNCC in May with a M.A. in Counseling, I intend to begin my counseling
career while continuing my work at St. Mark’s for the remainder of the year. I plan to depart from St.
Mark’s in January 2022. I have let Pastor Tim and Lowell know that I am available to help with the
transition in any way the congregational leadership sees fit. Until that time, I look forward to continuing
my work alongside the Youth & Children Committee, the Christian Education Committee, my fellow staff
members, and the congregation at large in our shared work of Growing Disciples and Making Christ
Known!
Alex English
Director of Youth and Family Ministry

Souper Bowl Thank You
Thank you to everyone who donated to Roof Above in response to our youth members' Souper Bowl of
Caring video. You sent $280, which we forwarded to this important organization!

Virtual LYO
Assembly

Register for LYO Assembly by March 14
When: April 17-18, 2021
What: A Synod event that allows for Lutheran youth from around the state
to learn, worship, and build relationships with other young Lutherans.
Who: 6-12 graders + adult leaders
Where: On Saturday, we will participate together as a Youth Group from an
outdoor location at St. Mark's. On Sunday, we will enjoy the worship service
from our homes. Cost: $10 per youth participant RSVP to Alex at
dymalexenglish@gmail.com

Save the Date: March 20
St. Patty's Day Youth and Family Service Activity
Wear green and meet in the St. Mark's parking lot for a service
activity--preparing lunches for Roof Above--and packing College
Pals care packages. Youth and parents are invited! Time TBA
via email and text. Masks and social distancing will be required.
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Youth & Children
Alex English Director of Youth Ministry

Youth Zoom Check-ins will continue on Fridays at 3:30 pm.

February check-in screenshot.

Youth Sunday School

And on February 23, St. Mark's college
students were invited for a time of
fellowship via Zoom!

High School Sunday School and Confirmation Class will continue to alternate holding meetings on Sundays
at 10:45 via Zoom.
March 7--Confirmation Class, 1 & 2 Corinthians.
March 14--High School Class, Everywhere, Everyone.
March 21--Confirmation Class, Galatians.
March 28--High School Class, Community Can Be Messy.

Children's Lenten
Program
February 15
Families met on Zoom for a
"Shrove Monday" pancake
dinner, a children's sermon
by Pastor Tim, and fun
discussion questions!

Children's Easter
Program

March 28 from 4:00-5:00 pm via Zoom, led
by Alex English and Emily Foley.
Enjoy time together as we hear the Palm
Sunday and Easter stories, make crafts,
sing songs, and have an at-home
scavenger hunt!
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Lenten Offerings 2021
EASTER LILY ORDER FORM
SUNBURST WREATH DONATIONS
Alternate Gift: Crisis Assistance Ministry
Lenten Boxes for Refugee Support Services

Alternate Gifts

Please complete the form below and return it with your payment to the church
office or via email/online payment no later than March 15, 2021.
Donations for the Wreath and for Alternate Gifts accepted through Easter.
Lilies # ____________ @$12.00 each = $_______________
Given By ___________________________________________________
Phone ______________________________________________
Given in honor of _____________________________________________
Given in memory of ___________________________________________
Sunburst Wreath Donation

Crisis Assistance Ministry
The mission of Crisis Assistance Ministry
is to provide assistance and advocacy
for people in financial crisis, helping them
move toward self-sufficiency, with
emergency rent and utilities assistance,
clothing, and household goods. 42% of
money used by Crisis Assistance goes to
aid families and children.

$________________

Given By____________________________________________________
Given In Honor Of_____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Given In Memory Of____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Charlotte Crisis Assistance

$________________

Given By____________________________________________________
Given In Honor Of______________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Given In Memory Of____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Total Order Amount

$_________________

St. Mark’s Lenten Boxes
Please return Lenten boxes with
quarters, currency, or a check via
“Drive-Thru” Holy Communion or by
arranging a time via email to drop off at
the church.
Lenten Boxes returned with quarters
will go to Refugee Support Services.
Lenten boxes returned with a check,
currency or other form of payment will
go to Crisis Assistance.
You can also make a donation by
mailing a check or go to the church
website, click Donate at the top.
Choose "SM Lenten Box" under Fund,
and fill out the rest of your bank or card
information to donate.

Make checks payable to: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
PAYMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER!
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March Birthdays

Sometimes we forget that 80% of those incarcerated are
released. What happens to them in prison is mostly negative.
But, the light shines in the darkness, and grace abounds.
Here is a short youtube of men’s and women’s testimonies after
they have been released. They have experienced God’s
unconditional love through a Kairos weekend. I can tell you after
24 weekends that you can feel the moment that the Holy Spirit’s
power and might and the loving hands of Christ Jesus take over.
These testimonies are real, heartfelt, and beyond the description
of this humble mortal. Praise be to God.
Evelyn Lemly is the CEO of Kairos Prison Ministry International,
Inc.

"Subject: Kairos Testimonies Video Premiere
https://youtu.be/__A5qjdTtdk
God’s love is present in Kairos.
Blessings,
Evelyn Lemly"

3/1
3/2
3/4
3/5
3/7
3/9
3/11
3/12
3/15
3/16
3/18
3/22

Elaine Hazen
Alta Egger
Virginia Edahl
Cliff Edahl
Emily Usinger
John Danello
Donald Toney
George Lee
Cyndi Cox
Matthew McCall
Neil Dixon
Mindy Curley

3/22
3/23
3/24
3/25
3/25
3/26
3/28
3/28
3/30
3/30
3/30
3/31

Carla Haley
Deanna Weckerle
James Conner
Keith Lindberg
Madden Weckerle
Robert Johnson
Jackie Harms
Laura Van Landingham
Paula Connolly
Olivia Grant
Evan Wenzel
James Basinger Jr.

Submitted by Tom Sehorn

Christian Education
Emily Foley Committee Chairperson

St. Mark's Book Group
The St. Mark’s Book Study Group will meet via Zoom on Thursday, March
25 at 10 am. Our study is Nothing Ventured by Jeffrey Archer. This book
heralds the start of a brand new series in the style of Jeffrey Archer's
number one Sunday Times bestselling The Clifton Chronicles: telling
the story of the life of William Warwick – as a family man and a detective
who will battle throughout his career against a powerful criminal nemesis.
Please contact Judy Tolbert for more information. All are welcome to
participate.
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Gifts & Memorials
Jay Jacob Committee Chairperson

In Memory of Arnie Hein
B. Kelly Graves - Gifts & Memorials
Sam & Nanette Temple - Music
Dale & Mary Hopp - Music
Julia Hite - Music
Barbara Baker - Music
Johnathan McLendon - Music
Certified Angus Beef, LLC - Music
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Hall - Music
Rachel & Barry Fulp - Music

In Memory of the Following
individuals to Anne Martin
Schwartz Music Endowment
Fund from William Schwartz
Arnie Hein
Sarah Dagenhart
Betty Basinger
David Moore

In Memory of Peter Setzer

In Memory of Robbie Bishop

Michael & Shelley Mobley - Gifts & Memorials
Kevin & Karen Feezor - Gifts & Memorials

Sally McCauley - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Becky Hallman

In Memory of Aline Wood

Sally McCauley - Gifts & Memorials
Michael & Shelley Mobley - Gifts & Memorials

Sally McCauley - Gifts & Memorials
Rachel & Barry Fulp - Music

In Memory of Norma Hein

In Memory of Betty Basinger

Sarah Ingle - Music

Sally McCauley - Gifts & Memorials

In Memory of Warren Gilbraith

In Honor of Frank Chance

Dale & Mary Hopp - Soup Kitchen

Dale & Mary Hopp - Music
Sarah Ingle - Music
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

Holy Communion at St. Mark's
Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday
during the 9:30 am service. Distribution of
Communion will be made using individual
“communion kits.”

We are offering “Drive-Thru” Holy Communion
twice a month, on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of
every month, from 10:45 am-Noon. March "DriveThru" Communion will be on 3/14 and 3/28.

New View of Worship
A second camera has been
added, enabling the camera
crew to seamlessly switch to
and from the rear camera
that we have been using for
the online streaming of
worship services since March
2020.
Tom & Kay Sehorn, altar
flowers dedication, Fourth
Sunday after Epiphany
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

Micah Hein, Baritone
soloist, Fourth Sunday
after Epiphany

Mindy Curley, lector,
Transfiguration of Our Lord

Kevin Feezor, sound
technician, Ash
Wednesday

Micah Hein & DeLenn
Rumbolo, vocal
soloists and cantors,
Fifth Sunday after
Epiphany

Kate Suchanek, Johnny
Harmon, vocal duet and
cantors, Transfiguration
of Our Lord

Amy Woodall, Eric Loftin,
vocal duet and cantors,
Ash Wednesday worship

Byron Johns, Charlotte
Symphony Principal French
Horn, Fifth Sunday after
Epiphany

Gabe Slesinger, Charlotte
Symphony Trumpeter,
Transfiguration of Our Lord

John Brumbaugh, cellist,
First Sunday in Lent

Ron Wenzel, live
streaming camera, Fifth
Sunday after Epiphany

Charles & Jonathan
Lakeman, live streaming
camera crew, Ash
Wednesday

DeLenn Rumbolo, David
Young, Cantors, First
Sunday in Lent

You can see these recorded worship services at https//www.facebook.com/SaintMarksLutheran/
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

We Sing the Faith
Historical and Spiritual Insight Into the Hymns We Sing
Dearest Jesus, at Your Word" ELW 520
The first three stanzas of this hymn were written by Tobias Clausnitzer (1619-1684) and were intended to be sung
before the sermon. The first publication was in 1663 with seven stanzas, including one about the Nicene Creed
(stanza three) "Light of Light from God's proceeding." The fourth stanza first appeared in 1707, and is a doxology
(a hymn of praise sung to the Holy Trinity), written by an unknown author. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878)
made the first translation into English (1858), with the title "Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word." The tune LIEBSTER
JESU, WIR SIND HIER was composed by Johann R. Ahle (1625-1673) for an advent hymn in 1664, but was
joined to this text in 1671. The tune appears three times in our Evangelical Lutheran Worship, with "Word of God,
Come Down to Earth" ELW 510, and "Dearest Jesus, We Are Here" ELW 443.

"Praise to the Lord, the Almighty" ELW 858
is one of the most exuberant and beloved hymns of praise and thanksgiving that we have in Evangelical Lutheran
Worship. The Julian Dictionary of Hymnology calls this hymn "a magnificent hymn of praise, perhaps the finest
production of its author and of the first rank in its class." Hymn writer Joachim Neander (1650-1680) included this
hymn in his collection of hymns and psalm settings, published in 1680. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) did the
translation from German to English, and included it in her Chorale Book for England (1863). She is also the
translator of the well-known hymn "Now Thank We All Our God" ELW 840. "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty" is
based on two psalms, Psalm 103:1-6, and Psalm 150:6, and originally had five stanzas. LOBE DEN HERREN
(Praise the Lord) is an anonymous German tune, which first appeared in a publication from 1665. Even though the
first two lines have fourteen syllables each, the tune dances along nicely.

"Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word" ELW 517
This short hymn was written by Martin Luther in 1541 for use in a prayer service. The text is a prayer asking for
God's protection. This was at the time when the Turkish army had invaded Hungary and was a threat to Germany.
Additional stanzas (twelve) appear in numerous publications, but probably not written by Luther. The original title
appears in 1543 as "A hymn for the children to sing against the two archenemies of Christ and his Holy Church,
the Pope and the Turks." Paul Westermeyer says of this hymn: 'It is a trinitarian petition--to the Father to keep us
steadfast in the word of God and curb the power of those who stand against it, to the Son to defend the church
that we may sing Christ's praise, and to the Holy Spirit to send peace and unity on earth and lead us from death to
life." The Word of God was always uppermost in the mind and heart of Luther, and we sing his prayer asking God
to keep us faithful to the Word. The tune name ERHALT UNS, HERR is German for "Keep Us, Lord" and was first
published in Joseph Klug's (c. 1490-1552) Geistliche Lieder (Wittenberg, 1543). Evangelical Lutheran Worship
pairs this tune to two additional hymns: "The Glory of These Forty Days" ELW 320, and "O God of Love, O King of
Peace" ELW 749.
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

Hymn Suggestions
March 7, 2021 Third Sunday in Lent
The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: the gift of the law to
those God freed from slavery. The commandments begin with the statement that because God alone has
freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else claim that first place in our lives.
When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting
the ways commerce and profit-making can become our goals. The Ten Commandments are essential to our
baptismal call; centered first in God’s liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our
communities and the world.
Hymns: ELW 660 Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER
ELW 723 Canticle of the Turning STAR OF COUNTY DOWN
ELW 188 Create in Me, a Clean Heart (Offertory) Freylinghausen
ELW 485 I Am the Bread of Life I AM THE BREAD
ELW 324 In the Cross of Christ I Glory RATHBUN

March 14, 2021 Fourth Sunday in Lent
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise God makes to
Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on
the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the
cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to
God, for hope when we are dying.
Hymns: ELW 779 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound NEW BRITAIN
ELW 323 God Loved the World ROCKINGHAM OLD
ELW 188 Create in Me, a Clean Heart (Offertory) Freylinghausen
ELW 759 My Faith Looks Up to Thee OLIVET
ELW 339 Christ, the Life of All the Living JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN

March 21, 2021 Fifth Sunday in Lent
God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant that will allow all the
people to know God by heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to
himself when he is lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ
and draws God’s love and truth into our hearts. We join together in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal,
and leave strengthened to share God’s love with all the world.
Hymns: ELW 660 Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER
ELW 330 Seed That in Earth Is Dying SAKORN SOM DOR I JORDEN
ELW 188 Create in Me, a Clean Heart (Offertory) Freylinghausen
ELW 772 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways EVAN
ELW 335 Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross NEAR THE CROSS
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Worship & Music
Kevin Feezor Committee Chairperson

Hymn Suggestions
March 28, 2021 Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion
This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into Jerusalem
surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by even his closest
friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared,
forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in
the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant with all people. We enter this
holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s astonishing work.
Hymns: ELW 344 All Glory, Laud, and Honor VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN
ELW 338 Beneath the Cross of Jesus ST. CHRISTOPHER
ELW 803 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (stanzas one & two) (Offertory) HAMBURG
ELW 336 Lamb of God (Your Only Son) YOUR ONLY SON
ELW 347 Go to Dark Gethsemane GETHSEMANE

Lester E. Ackerman, Jr., Director of Music Ministry and Organist

"Remember that you are dust, and to
dust you shall return."
Ash Wednesday worship

Les Ackerman, Amy Woodall, and Eric Loftin,
Ash Wednesday worship

Kevin Feezor &
Charles Lakeman
raising the Lenten
cross.
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A Look Back:1960
Partial image of page 1

Partial image of page 2

Pastor Tim & Les, Second
Sunday after Epiphany

Charlotte Symphony
violinist, Jane Hart Brendle
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